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Editorial

How does the content of the 20th I.S.P.O. World
Congress align with the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals?
David F. Rusaw1,a , Alix Chadwell2,b , Liselotte Hermansson3,a , Han Houdijk4,c , Anton G. Johannesson5,a ,
Peter Kyberd6,b, RuneNilsen7,d , Pia Nolstedt7,d, Dick Plettenburg8,c , Erik Prinsen9,10,c , Stephen Seccombe11,b

and Saeed Zahedi12,b

When the members of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC)
for the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics
(I.S.P.O.) 20th World Congress initially formulated the theme
for the Congress, we were faced with a difficult decision. Selection
of the theme for a biennial, international, multidisciplinary event
such as this needs to be selected with careful consideration to
maximize the exposure of the topic to a larger audience and to
increase the likelihood of future benefit for all involved. At the
time, we were well aware of countless efforts to enact The 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development,1 and the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), and how prosthetics and orthotics
(P&O)–and assistive technology more generally–are integral in
our efforts to contribute to attaining these goals.2 It seemed fitting
then to use this Congress as a means to increase awareness of the
SDGs. In doing so, we hoped to be able to actively contribute by
making use of this important event in attaining the objectives set
out in The 2030Agenda. This resulted in the 20thWorld Congress
theme: “Science in Practice, Practice in Science: Collaboration and
innovation towards sustainable rehabilitation,” which focuses on
working toward sustainability across the field through sharing
best practice, the development of novel devices, education,
provision, and the interrelationships between science and practice.

From selecting the theme to developing the logo, the LOC
worked with other I.S.P.O. (standing) committees, including the

Scientific Program Committee, Technical Track Committee, and
World Congress Committee, to ensure that the theme was
prominently featured throughout the program and organization.
During the conference preparation process, we were interested in
assessing how effectively the chosen theme was reflected in the
program, possibly providing a useful metric to estimate the
Congress’s impact on raising awareness and advancing fulfillment
of the SDGs. To support this analysis, the LOC used the submitted
abstracts and symposia as the source of data for this analysis. Peer
reviewers who participated in the blind review of abstracts
submissions indicated, as part of their scientific evaluation, which
of the 17 SDGs were most closely associated with the content of
each submission. There were 3 independent reviewers who
conducted this review for each of the abstract’s submissions.
When reviewing the symposia submissions, 2members of the LOC
conducted a similar analysis and indicated this SDG association.
Each reviewer’s indicated SDG was then tallied to produce
summary results, which are presented in Figure 1.

As shown, most submissions (;67% of abstract, ;66% of
symposia) have been identified as addressing the 3rd SDG: Good
Health and Well-being.3 Perhaps this is no surprise given ISPO’s
mission4 and it is certainly encouraging to see such a large
percentage of contributions in this important area. Equally
encouraging is the contribution made in other areas of the SDGs.
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Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure (SDG 9), which aims to
“build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable
industrialization and foster innovation”5 represented approxi-
mately 8% of the abstracts and symposia. Whether these
submissions are for or from industry is unknown, but perhaps
irrelevant, as it is notwho submitted, butwhat SDG the submission
addresses that is pivotal. Industry cooperation is a necessary factor
to ensure that the SDGs are attained6,7 and that this representation
appears to be significant is encouraging and a confirmation of this
collaboration in the P&O field. Although it is unknown what level
of contribution would be considered sufficient, we cannot deny
that there appears to be considerable contribution present in the
Congress program.

Reducing inequalities (SDG10)8 for those among us with
disabilities is absolutely critical for the realization of the Goals.7,9

Given ISPO’s Vision and Constitution explicitly name “A world
where all people have equal opportunity for full participation in
society”10 and “To enhance the quality of life for everyone who
may benefit from prosthetic, orthotic, mobility and assistive
devices…,”11 to see that ;5% of abstracts and 2% of symposia
addressed this is once again encouraging and well-aligns with the
goals of ISPO.

Access to quality education (SDG4)12 is often limited for
individuals with disabilities. It is also challenging to access
education that addresses the shortfall in meeting international
needs, a problem that is most pronounced in lower to middle
income countries. Althoughwe acknowledge a potential ambiguity

in the SDGs’ intent in the reviewer extraction process, whereby
access to education for professionals was equally weighted with
access to education for people with a disability, it highlights the
important role of education within the broader P&O context.
ISPO has longworked to increase access to quality P&O education
internationally. Notably, the ISPO Education Standards specifi-
cally address accessibility for individuals with disabilities (Stan-
dard 15) and local needs.13 Given the other international efforts to
make education in the AT sector more accessible for all, this
presence in Stockholm (;5% of abstracts, ;15% of symposia) is
once again promising for the future.14

Responsible Consumption (SDG12)15-17 addresses the urgent
need to stem the crises of climate change, nature loss, and
pollution. Efforts within the P&O sector tominimize contributions
during processes such as manufacturing and shipping are needed
and welcome within the program, representing ;2% and 3% of
abstracts and symposia, respectively.

Our intention in exploring the link between the submissions and
SDGs has been to raise awareness within the Congress program
and to promote a sustainable and equitable future for all, not
specific to only those SDGs we have reflected on in this editorial,
but a hopeful acknowledgment of their contribution to the overall
goals. We hope that in doing so, we have lifted the value of the
I.S.P.O.World Congress from a specific focus on our P&O field, to
an overarching impact on a sustainable and equitable future for all.
In line with the Congress logo, a lighthouse emitting a spectrum
encompassing the SDG colors, we hope that this editorial has

Figure 1. Counts and percentage of each of the identified SDGs as part of the review process. Where alignment to none of the SDGs were identified, the
abstracts are “Not Classified.” Counts are of the individual reviewer’s identified SDG, with 3 (n5 3) reviewers per abstract and 2 (n5 2) per symposium. %
represents the total percentage of all reviews pertaining to individual SDGs. Only one SDG was identified per review. SDG, Sustainable Development Goal.
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helped to shine a light on the impact of the Congress. Although we
need to be modest in our suggestion of broader impact, we feel that
in exploring the link between the SDGs and the program, we can
offer an objective frameworkwhich discussion specific to P&Ocan
progress. Given the alignment between the vision of ISPO and the
SDGs, we hope that readers and attendees of the Congress are at
least conscious of the potential contributions the P&O sector
contributes toward the Goals, both today and in the future.
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