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India  
 
 

area : 3,287,259km2  
 

  
 

Mumbai M.R.  
 
 

area : 4,355km2  
 

  
 

Nalasopara  
 
 

area : 43km2  
 

  
 

Vasai  Virar  
 
 

area : 311km2  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mumbai (Greater Mumbai) City Census 2011 data, http://www.census2011.co.in/census/city/365 -mumbai.html  
Vasai  Virar City Census 2011 data, http://www.census2011.co.in/census/city/363 -vasai -virar.html?% 7D%7CWeb 

Population Density (Per Sq. Km.), NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India), Government India  

Nalasopara  in the context of India  
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area : 3,287,259km2  
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area : 4,355km2  
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area : 43km2  
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population : 1,221,233 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mumbai (Greater Mumbai) City Census 2011 data, http://www.census2011.co.in/census/city/365 -mumbai.html  
Vasai  Virar City Census 2011 data, http://www.census2011.co.in/census/city/363 -vasai -virar.html?% 7D%7CWeb 
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India  
 
 

area : 3,287,259km2  
 
population : 1,339m. 
 
density : 385,4 h/km2  

  
 

Mumbai M.R.  
 
 

area : 4,355km2  
 
population : 20.87m. 
 
density : 4,793 h/km2  

  
 

Nalasopara  
 
 

area : 43km2  
 
population : 564,664  
 
density : 10,700 h/km2  

  
 

Vasai  Virar  
 
 

area : 311km2  
 
population : 1,221,233 
 
density : 3,200 h/km2  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mumbai (Greater Mumbai) City Census 2011 data, http://www.census2011.co.in/census/city/365 -mumbai.html  
Vasai  Virar City Census 2011 data, http://www.census2011.co.in/census/city/363 -vasai -virar.html?% 7D%7CWeb 

Population Density (Per Sq. Km.), NITI Aayog (National Institution for Transforming India), Government India  
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The train  as an urban   
growth  booster  
Mumbai  

15 



The train as a connector  
Vasai Virar  - Mumbai  
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The train as a boundary  
Nalasopara  West - East 
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Outbreak in density  
single typological answer  
lack of communal spaces and 
infrastructure  
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Gaurav  
 

Uttar Pradesh  

Mohammed  
 

Rural Maharashtra  

Geeta 
 

Central Mumbai  
Rajasthan  

Failure as a response  
to the complexity of inhabitants 
and newcomers  
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In a context where  

Due to the requirements for loans from banks and micro -financing 
institutes  

Only 5 to 6% of the households can afford a house in Mumbai  

Developers find it more profitable to develop luxury and semi -luxury dwelling  
 
 
 
 
 

Sahil  Gandhi, Economics of Affordable Housing in Indian Cities:  
The Case of Mumbai. (Environment and Urbanisation  Asia, 2012) 
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Risk 
colonisation  of the monotonous  
5-storey chawls  in the East  
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the disparity  and disconnection   
between Nalasopara  West and East,  

 
 the 5 -storey chawls  as the single answer of  

dwelling typology in Rahmat  Nagar,  
 

the lack of (designed) meeting places  
 

and the difficulty of ownership   are obstacles to  
 

achieve community  and sense of belonging .     
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how can the introduction of punctual interventions in the public spaces, 
 related to leisure and commercial activities, integrate  the two detached and 
dissimilar  neighbourhoods of Nalasopara  West and East by encouraging the 

inhabitants of both areas to use those facilities?  

how can the placement of high -dense mid -rise dwelling  
clusters on both sides of the railway  

embrace the formation of intimate communities ? 

how can the market -driven economy of contemporary India  
be used as a tool to pursue this quest?  
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Imageability  of the  City 
Sequence  of places ɀ Continuity  and landmarks  
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Kevin Lynch, The image of the city  (1960) 
Gordon Cullen , The Concise Townscape (1961) 



Transformation  of a boundary  into  a border  
Bandra  Kurla  Complex  

29 



how can the introduction of punctual interventions in the public spaces, 
 related to leisure and commercial activities, integrate  the two detached and 
dissimilar  neighbourhoods of Nalasopara  West and East by encouraging the 

inhabitants of both areas to use those facilities?  

how can the placement of high -dense mid -rise dwelling   
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Dwelling Architecture  
Understood beyond the house  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Charles Correa, The New Landscape: Urbanisation  in the Third World  
(Singapore: Mimar  Books, Butterworth Architecture, 1985).  

Open to sky  space ɀ Participation  ɀ Equity  ɀ Income  generation  
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Community  
Sense of belonging understood in terms 
of scale  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cristopher  Alexander, A Pattern Language  
(Munich: Fachhochsch , Fachbereich  Architektur , 1990). 
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Courtyards with different levels of enclosure  
Barrio Alfredo Palacios, Buenos Aires ( Estanislao  Kocourek  ɀ 1966) 
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Sequence of courtyards and hierarchy of collective spaces  
Belapur  Housing, Navi  Mumbai (Charles Correa ɀ 1985) 
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Local patterns of transformation  
Techniques  of encroachment  in the  chawls  and slums  


