
The “alternative” is practised enough to be accepted by a 
community, and thus become a norm. 

I

Inconspicuous squares under the feet regulate traffic. 
At the same time they offer the chance for people to claim the street from cars. 

I  Concrete column plinths, hammock hooks and postholes 0 40 6020
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Arrayán blanco (Myrcianthes leucoxyla)

During flowering season, the tree is 

covered in a blanket of  white flowers that  

attract swarms of  bees to feed and  

pollinate. The fruits are food to the birds  

and have a characteristic "aromatic" flavor. 

White blooms of  elderflowers give off  a sweet 

scent in late May and early June. After 

flowering season, the branches are hung low 

with heavy clusters of  dark blue berries.

Sambucus australis

Frax
inus

 uhd
ei

0 1 2

m

Typical cross section 1:50
Atmospheres of  Intoxication

  

 

 

 

Agrostis CapillarisIts dense crown deflect and absorb noise 
from the crowd. It is also low enough to 
prevent mist from dispersing too quickly.

Fuzzy white noise produced by the 
fog nozzles masks sharper sounds.

On cold mornings, a layer of  
fog forms over warm pond 
water. Water evaporates rapidly.

Small water molecules in air soak up some 
of  the sound vibrations and damp down 
the transmission of  sound through the air.

Perennial grasses are planted on drier 
soil on the hills. Dense roots of  
grasses keep soil on the slope in place.

Dense dry grass rustles in the wind to 
mask noise from human and vehicle traffic.

The acute awareness of  self  
is suspended in an array of  
mist, smells and drunkenness

Plants around the pond keeps the mist 
from dispersing too quickly. They are 
just tall enough to hide a sitting human.

to not be seen

to be seen
the seen also sees

too not see
to not be seen too not see
to make out

to black out

to peek

 
  

New knowledges are made accessible and shared by a few.

II

“We are edged with mist. We make an unsubstantial territory.”
A white blindness obscures physical borders. 

The body becomes attentive to the things it immediately hears,  touches, and feels.

II  High pressure fog nozzles, white crushed face stones, grates & short plants II  Buried PVC edge restraint

II  Cyclical movement of  vegetation

II  Filtration planter

0 105

cm

Edge restraint 1:5

brick

bedding sand
geotextile

aggregate

geotextile

gravel sub-base

Some grass seeds are 
carried across the  
buried edge constraint 
by wind and take root 
between bricks.

compacted soil subgrade

buried PVC edge restraint
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The rough surface of  split-faced 
stones prevent moss growth.

Grass seeds are 
carried over the slope 
by flowing water. 
Some get trapped 
along the gaps 
horizontal to its flow 
and take root.

The white stones are barely visible 
under mist. The ground disappears.

Plants around the 
pond keeps the mist 
from dispersing too 
quickly. They are just 
tall enough to hide a 
sitting human.

Moss grows on 
smooth pebbles.
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under mist. The ground disappears.

Plants around the 
pond keeps the mist 
from dispersing too 
quickly. They are just 
tall enough to hide a 
sitting human.

Moss grows on 
smooth pebbles.
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overflow to Rio

overflow storage

water purifier

pump

Ceratophyllum demersum (coontail)

shedding at 50%
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shedding at 75%

Bricks in broken formation are woven into sheets of  steel 
mesh before they are laid down on site. The empty spaces 
are filled with earth.

The pond water should deep enough to keep submerged plants 
and fishes alive, which keeps mosquito population in control.

Treated water is fed back to 
the mist system by a pump.

Emergent wetland plants are 
planted at a higher level.

Low benches protects the banks from 
erosion and enhance habitats for birds. 

0 1 2

m

Section of  the North Gate
Typical section of  retention lakes 1:50

Knowledges of  the environment are mobilized and crafted in movement.

III

It is a threshold that takes time to cross. Where things end or begin is not so clear.
Some wanderers get distracted by mist and plants on the way to their destinations. 

III  Concrete open water channel

III  Openwork woven brick paving

III  Retention basin

Rainwater flowing on the ground above the basin gathers along profiled edge 
course and falls down through a slit in the retaining wall. 

The gentle slope of  the retention basin is paved with 
openwork brick paving woven into a steel mesh.
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Unknown knowledges are drawn across the threshold of  perception.

III

The unseen threatens to reveal itself  
through the sharp mirrored image of  the world above. 

What did Narcissus see in the calm pool of  water? 

III  A chain of  retention basins and ponds

III  Above ground drainage and underground water treatment facilities

The systematic and cyclical performance of  biological processes and geological processes within the landscape complement the logic of  the city. 
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Mexican Ash (Fraxinus uhdei)

topsoil
filter media
gravel
drainage pipe

underground cistern

brick
bedding sand
aggregate
gravel

filter media
gravel
water collection pipe
existing soil

topsoil

water channel

3°

Fique

Gramineas
Cyperus papyrus 

Typha angustifolia

filter soil mix

water collection pipe

root zone

gravel

water purifier
pump

Fog Nozzle

High pressure pump

city sewer

storage tank

self-built garden

reused

filter planter

storm drain

Rainwater falls from 
the canopies into the 
pebble drain on the 
street. It flows  to the 
rainwater gardens.

When water level exceeds a 
certain height, the cleaner 
rainwater (second flush) 
overflows and enters the filter 
planters by the road.

Water on the paved ground either 
seaps through open joints between 
bricks or flows to the water 
channels. It is then guided to the 
circular retention ponds.

The roots of  wetland plants delay and clean 
rainwater before its infiltration through filter soil. 
The filtered water is collected by pipes underground 
and stored in the underground cistern.

The purified water is reused in the fog 
system. Water vapour is dispersed to the 
atmosphere through a high pressure 
nozzle when the humidity drops and 
the temperature rises.

The most contaminated 
water (first flush) enters the 
existing city sewage system.


