
1

Open up the Modern Mall
from a closed towards an open structure

Graduation studio ‘Adapting 20th century Heritage - the Modern Mall’ - P5
Rolf Oosterhuis - 4397681
22-06-2023

First mentor - Meijers, Ir. W.L.E.C.
Second mentor - Koopman, Ir. F.W.A.
Research mentor - Spoormans, Ir. L.G.K.
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The Modern Mall

Mall of the Netherlands (unknown)

Lijnbaan Rotterdam (ANP)

binnenhof amstelveen (amstelveenweb) southdale shopping centre
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North America

Southdale centre Stripmall Megamalls1960s 1970s 1980s
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Netherlands

Southdale centre Lijnbaan Rotterdam Megamalls1960s 1960s 1980s
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Netherlands

Southdale centre Lijnbaan Rotterdam Megamalls1960s 1960s

1960-70s Clusterblocks

1980s
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‘A group of commercial establishments, planned, developed,
owned and managed as a unit, with off-street parking
provided on the property (in direct ratio to the building

area) and related in location, size (gross floor area) and
type of shops to the trade area that the unit serves’ 

(Urban Institute, 1957)

What is a modern mall in the Netherlands?
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Cluster of blocks

characteristics derived from Kooijman D. Machine en Theater
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Cluster of blocks Anchor stores

characteristics derived from Kooijman D. Machine en Theater



9

Cluster of blocks Anchor stores Building layers

characteristics derived from Kooijman D. Machine en Theater
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Cluster of blocks Anchor stores Building layers

characteristics derived from Kooijman D. Machine en Theater

Open/covered



11

focus on which modern malls?

online shopping, vacancy, changing behaviour, trying to keep up
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modern malls are becoming closed structures



13

From this ...

... To this

Gruen, V. (1973). Centers of the urban environment, 
survival of the cities. New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold.



14

Closed Modern Malls no longer serves the needs of its users

How to open up this closed mall?
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Sennett - Building and Dwelling, ethics for the city

Rigid city and its fluid users, how to connect them?

missmatch between the city (the ville) and its users (the cité)
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“we need porous edges, incomplete forms and unresolved narratives”

missmatch between the city (the ville) and its users (the cité)

missmatch between the mall and its users

realizing this with the implementation of the open forms
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Synchronous spaces

Incomplete, the shell

Seed planning

Markers

Membrane

The Open Forms
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Synchronous spaces

Incomplete, the shell

Seed planning

Markers

Membrane

The Open Forms

stadshartamstelveen.nl
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Synchronous spaces

Incomplete, the shell

Seed planning

Markers

Membrane

The Open Forms

stadshartamstelveen.nl

EPA
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Synchronous spaces

Incomplete, the shell

Seed planning

Markers

Membrane

The Open Forms

stadshartamstelveen.nl

EPA

tripadvisor.nl
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Synchronous spaces

Incomplete, the shell

Seed planning

Markers

Membrane

The Open Forms

stadshartamstelveen.nl

EPA

tripadvisor.nl

Ossip van Duivenbode
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Synchronous spaces

Incomplete, the shell

Seed planning

Markers

Membrane

The Open Forms

stadshartamstelveen.nl

EPA

tripadvisor.nl

Ossip van Duivenbode

rotterdam hofplein
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Case study Binnenhof - Amstelveen (1960s) (stadshart from 1999 onwards)

Stadshart from above (google earth)
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Binnenhof Amstelveen 1962 (amstelveenweb)
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Case study Binnenhof - Amstelveen (1960s) (stadshart from 1999 onwards)

Binnenhof Hema (Amstelveenweb)

A
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Stadshart Hema (Amstelveenweb)
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Locating the open forms as interventions
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Renovation of 1999,
adding new functi-
ons around a central 
square

Renovation of 1999,
creating new 
connections 
between the di�e-
rent buildings

Renovation of 1999,
creating new 
connections 
between the di�e-
rent buildings

Addition of the V&D

Addition of 
C&A

Renovation of 
1999,
Adding new 
volumes in the 
eixsting struc-
ture

new decorati-
on of created 
indoor space

indoor pavillion, space for in�ll, can change upon 
demands, �exible space

Locating the open forms as interventions
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Renovation of 1999,
adding new functi-
ons around a central 
square

Renovation of 1999,
creating new 
connections 
between the di�e-
rent buildings

Renovation of 1999,
creating new 
connections 
between the di�e-
rent buildings

Addition of the V&D

Addition of 
C&A

Renovation of 
1999,
Adding new 
volumes in the 
eixsting struc-
ture

new decorati-
on of created 
indoor space

indoor pavillion, space for in�ll, can change upon 
demands, �exible space

Locating the open forms as interventions
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1) Main entrance 2) entrance 4) entrance3) entrance 5) entrance
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The Bogaard, Rijswijk

De Bogaard, retrieved from pinterest
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RIJSWIJK

1963 opening
Architects: J.A.B. Lucas & H.E. Niemeyer
39.000m2 original up to 65.000m2

Entrance de Bogaard (author) overview of the mall (google)
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De Bogaard, retrieved from pinterest De Bogaard, retrieved from pinterest
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1960s

De Bogaard, retrieved from facebook
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1960s 1994

De Sterpassage (propertynl)
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1960s 1994 1999

De Terp (investory holding)
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1960s 1994 1999 2001

prins Willem-Alexander passage (AGS) renovation of facades (investory holding)
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1960s 1994 1999 2001

stadhuis (van Amstel de Generaal (architectuur.nl)
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1960s 1994 1999 2001 present

Bogaardplein (schadenberggroep)
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1960s 1994 1999 2001 present

demolished Sterpassage (author)
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Current functioning of the mall
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introducing an axis

seperation of functions posadmaxwan

Current plans
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creating a new axis, east to west

space for new markers at entrances of the mall

multifunctional spaces

proposed plan
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AFBEELDING GROOTWINKELBLOK

Grootwinkelblok The Bogaard, Rijswijk

Grootwinkelblok (google)

Facade building F (R. Souroosh) vacant V&D entrance (author) renovated side at square (author)
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Grootwinkelblok proposal
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Grootwinkelblok situation
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lift lift

�

Ground floor
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balkon

�

first floor
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�

second floor
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sections

AA

BB

AABB
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sections, elevations
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elevations
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transition to courtyard
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courtyard view, profile
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inner street, profile
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side street with entrance to courtyard, profile
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facade with underpass
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facade with underpass
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view of new square, facade with two openings
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Cluster of blocks

plan relating to the characteristics of the Bogaard
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Building F
Prefab concrete structure
with steel beams roof construction

Parking garage, standing loose between 
the buildings, a later addition

space between the building and the par-
king garage

interventions

existing structures
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existing structures

new
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existing structures
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water collecting

tree parker system
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Cluster of blocks

synchronous spaces

borders
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