
1/71

EMPOWERING URBANISM
INSIDE-OUT // OUTSIDE-IN

MSC URBANISM
TU DELFT 

P5 PRESENTATION 
JUNE 21ST 2024 

MEREL GARRITSEN
5055253

MENTORS: 
MAURICE HARTEVELD / URBAN DESIGN

TESS BROEKMANS / URBAN DESIGN

DELEGATE:
YAWEI CHEN



2/71

introduction    assignment    method    case    concept    intervention   refl ection           

INTRODUCTION
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SITE CONTEXT 
I N T RO D U CT I O N
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FASCINATION
I N T RO D U CT I O N
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REPUTATION
I N T RO D U CT I O N

REPUTATION
rɛpj te ʃn
NOUN

the beliefs or opinions that are generally held about 
someone or something, based on what happened in 
the past

a widespread belief that someone or something has 
a particular characteristic

LATIN:  reputare 
    think 
    over
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HET PAROOL
I N T RO D U CT I O N

Het Parool, 2015. 
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BLOOMBERG
I N T RO D U CT I O N

O&Apos;Sullivan (2015)
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THE BRUSSELS TIMES
I N T RO D U CT I O N

(The Brussels Times, n.d.-a)



9/71

ANTI-REPUTATION
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ANTI-REPUTATION
I N T RO D U CT I O N
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BELGIUM ROUTINE, 2021
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ASSIGNMENT
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PERSPECTIVES
A SS I G N M E N T
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PROBLEMATISATION
A SS I G N M E N T

MEDIA / PROFESSIONALS / POLICY MAKERSRESIDENTS / ACTIVE MEMBERS IN COMMUNITY
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The inherent miscommunication between the two 
perspectives indicates an inability to understand the 
other, paralysing the local authorities in undertaking 

action to ameliorate the neighbourhood. 
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AIM
A SS I G N M E N T

MEDIA / PROFESSIONALS / POLICY MAKERSRESIDENTS / ACTIVE MEMBERS IN COMMUNITY
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The socioeconomic amelioration of the district 
of Molenbeek while preventing gentrifi cation by 

empowering residents through public design. Inviting 
them to make spatial claims and feel the perceived 

ownership of specifi c urban living rooms, which shape the 
new edge of the urban design fi eld. 
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ASSIGNMENT

How can the fi eld of urban design stimulate the 
empowerment of the ‘inside-out perspective’ in the case 

of Molenbeek-Saint-Jean? 
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METHOD
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CASE
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DAILY LIFE 
CA S E
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30 60 90150
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30 60 90150
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FEAR
CA S E
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‘In my head it’s Medellín, 
poverty has changed us’. 

‘It’s our mothers who are 
going to cry...’

‘We sell drugs to get out, 
we make music to get out, 
once in, I want to get out 

quickly. It’s dangerous 
outside so I have the 9 

millimeter’.

‘Dans ma tête c’est Medellín, la misère nous a changé.’

‘C’est nos mères qui vont chialer...’

‘On vend d’la gue-dro pour s’en sortir, on fait d’la musique pour s’en sortir, 
une fois dedans, j’veux vite en sortir. Dehors c’est dangereux’. 
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‘I’ve done the 400 steps, 
I’ve gone around the 

neighbourhood’

‘We come from afar, my 
journey, in the streets your 

life comes down to two, 
three quarter turns’

‘And I spend all my days in 
the binks’

‘J’ai fait les 400 coups, du quartier j’ai fait l’tour’

‘On arrive d’loin gros, té-ma l’parcours, dans la rue ta vie s’résume à deux, 
trois quarts tours’

‘Et j’ai passé toute ma journée dans l’binks’
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BARRIERS
CA S E
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STREETSCAPE
CA S E

333333444444//////777777111111
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53 107 160270
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53 107 160270
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the balcony becomes an 
extension of the living
space, claiming the outsi-
de as part of the house

the fear of vandalism
does not exist on the 
second floor 

closed blinds indicate a per-
manent distance between 
interior and exterior. 

the balcony is not furnis-
hed to become an enjoya-
ble private space to stay

saving money by combi-
ning the art of balance with 
the craft urban farming

ready for the
next flea market 

eyes on the street 
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total porosity

personal garage

economic activity

public function

residential

40 80 100200
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CONCEPT
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total porosity

POROSITY
C O N C E P T

40 80 100200
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EYES ON THE STREET
C O N C E P T anonymity reinforced 

by the masses of 
people

anonymity reinforced 
by closed blinds

anonymity reinforced by 
modernistic blind 
plinths

ERESIDENTIAL FABRICSS RFIAE RFAE

HOPPING STREESHOPPING STREETHH ETGPP ETG

INDUSTRIALNDD IAST AS

MODERN HIGHRISEHRHROD HHR SEE
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CAR-RELATED 
PREMISES

INDUSTRIAL HALLS

ABANDONED 
BUILDINGS

EMPTY PLOTS

PERSONAL GARAGES
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exposed brick walls

plants reclaiming territory

layers of graffi  ti artwork

a barrier of gates, at least 
one is falling over

enough furniture to furnish 
an entire house

trash bags surrounded by 
even more trash 
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ceiling windows

large open space 

badly ventilated 

plastic curtain seperating 
inside and outside 

few scattered cars 

 rolled up hoses to clean the 
cars 
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residential units 
above  the garage

‘no parking’ and license 
plate signs on garage door

junk collection

inner-block outdoor space 
is accessible

singular car parked inside

staircase to residential units

long and narrow dimensions
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ceiling windows

passage between buildings, 
leading to the public street 

visible steel contruction 
elements

inner-block outdoor space 
is accessible

cars parked inside

mysterious activity or 
storage facility

large open space
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crumbling walls inside

written note with reason 
for closing 

at least fi ve diff erent ways 
of boarding up windows 

plants reclaiming territory

layers of graffi  ti art
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DESIGN EXPERIMENTATION
C O N C E P T

40 80 100200
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN
C O N C E P T
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INTERVENTION
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PROGRAMME
I N T E RVE N T I O N

CHILDREN YOUTH PARENTSWOMEN BRUSSE-
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VISION
I N T E RVE N T I O N

40 80 100200
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VISION
I N T E RVE N T I O N

40 80 100200
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TANGER TEA GARDEN
I N T E RVE N T I O N
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40 80 100200
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PLACE BELLEVUE
I N T E RVE N T I O N
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INTERVENTION
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How can the fi eld of urban design stimulate the 
empowerment of the ‘inside-out perspective’ in the case 

of Molenbeek-Saint-Jean? 



64/71

Why does the current public realm of Molenbeek-Saint-
Jean not facilitate the empowerment of its residents? 
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What kind of urban elements encourage the 
empowerment of residents to make a spatial claim?
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What are the spatial opportunities for amelioration in 
the urban tissue of Molenbeek-Saint-Jean?
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How can the fi eld of urban design stimulate the 
empowerment of the ‘inside-out perspective’ in the case 

of Molenbeek-Saint-Jean? 
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THANK YOU!


