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SUMMARY

Global climate change has been a huge matter of concern today. While there are sev-
eral factors that contribute to greenhouse gases, adversely affecting the planet, CO2 em-
mission is one of them. It is said that 8% of total carbon dioxide emission is caused
due to the production of Ordinary portland cement used for concrete in construction
[30]. The construction industry highly relies upon concrete as a major and widely used
construction material. Solutions to reduce the production of Portland cement without
having to entirely remove concrete as a building material has been an important discus-
sion. A possible solution is to replace the Portland cement in concrete with industrial
by-products further activating the binder with alkali activators producing a green con-
crete called ‘Geopolymer concrete’ (GPC) which would reduce CO2 emission.

The biggest challenge yet is that, designing any structure, a standard validated code/
regulation is required and GPC doesn’t have a standard code of practice. All the concrete
codes till now are formulated taking the parameters for Ordinary Portland cement con-
crete. This lack of design models specifically formulated for GPC restricts contractors
and engineers to use GPC in structures. This is why GPC has not gained much accep-
tance in practice. This gives the main motivation towards carrying out this research giv-
ing the main research question of this thesis as: “Upto what extent can Eurocode 2 be
applied for Geopolymer concrete”.

This research was done in collaboration with Boskalis. A bridge (KW15-N69) has been
constructed using geopolymer concrete in North Brabant province of the Netherlands.
To make the bridge sustainable and circular, the GPC used contained no cement and
aggregates were fully replaced by thermally recycled asphalt aggregates. For design of
the bridge, Eurocode 2 for concrete structures was used and additionally regulations by
dutch ministry of transport and infrastructure was followed. As discussed earlier that
since EC2 has not been validated for GPC, an additional test program was planned to
check how safe are the beams that would be used in the bridge. This was intended to be
done at Stevin II laboratory in TU Delft.
To answer the research question and to test the beams for construction, an experimen-
tal investigation to study the behaviour of GPC concrete beams with respect to design
models in Eurocode 2 was done. A total of 24 beams (representing different components
of the bridge) were casted which was designed in accordance to EC2 regulations. An ex-
perimental program was setup for four point bending tests with an aim to study shear
and bending behaviour of these beams. LVDTs were attached to all of the beams to mea-
sure the crack openings during the experiment. 12 beams (without shear reinforcement)
were designed to fail in shear and 12 of them to fail in flexure which was an assumption
made prior to the experiment. These beams varied in parameters like concrete strength
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SUMMARY SUMMARY

class, depth, amount of reinforcement and distance between loads and supports. Me-
chanical behaviour of GPC like compressive strength, tensile strength and elastic mod-
ulus were tested over time in commercial laboratory and the data obtained were used
for this research. Eurocode models for shear, bending, crack were used to calculate and
predict the results and further was compared to the obtained data from the experiments.

The failure modes of these beams were observed as predicted from EC2 calculations.
Ultimate force at failure for the beams that failed in shear resulted to be more than ana-
lytically calculated shear capacity (VRd ,c ). Primarily, all the calculations were made using
mean values and later using design values. Test to prediction ratios of all these beams
were more than 1. Different influencing parameters were further studied using experi-
mental results. The main influencing factors of shear capacity of normal cement con-
crete are reinforcement ratio, effective depth and a/d ratio. These factors were seen to
have a similar effect on shear capacity of GPC beams tested here. In addition to these
comparisons, some data of OPC reinforced concrete beams from past research whose
parameters were close to the range of GPC beams used here were taken to compare the
ultimate shear capacity and found to be similar.
Secondly, bending capacity was checked. Ultimate moment capacities of beams that
failed in bending were also more than the predicted ones. Moment at every stages -
cracking moment (Mcr ), yielding moment (My ), ultimate moment (Mu) were compared
to the analytically obtained values. Furthermore, the factors effecting these capacities
were studied.
The predicted load at which first crack would occur was close to the actual crack that
was observed in the experiment. Cracking moment calculated using the experimental
results was observed to be close to the predicted cracking moment. The maximum crack
spacing and crack width calculated using EC2 equations were compared. Crack width
was measured by the LVDTs and using crack measuring card at certain load steps. For
most of the beams, crack spacing noted in the experiments were less than the calculated
ones.

Additionally, the expressions given by Eurocode 2 to estimate the compressive strength
over time and to calculate tensile strength using fck were analysed for Geopolymer con-
crete. Comparing the estimated and measured values, although the values were close,
it is still uncertain if these formula can be used to estimate the strength development of
GPC.

Lastly, this research concludes that Eurocode 2 models for shear and bending are con-
servative for GPC. While this gives a positive indication towards the applicability of Eu-
rocode 2 for Geopolymer concrete, the design models were not validated in this research.
The results obtained here can be added to expand the database to further study and val-
idate the models to be able to use GPC for construction freely. To verify that Eurocode 2
models are "safe" for the type of GPC utilized here, more statistical analysis is required.
Only two GPC mixtures are employed in this study and every type of GPC can vary in
proportions affecting the overall behavior. As a result, calculating design value from ex-
perimental data using a probabilistic approach employing Eurocode 1990:2002, which
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covers all model uncertainties, would be the best way to demonstrate the safety. Us-
ing all the results obtained from experiments, GPC was considered safe to use for this
bridge and the construction was completed in July this year, which is said to be the first
prestressed Geopolymer concrete bridge in the Netherlands.



Green building is not about buildings, it is about people.

-Sandy Wiggins
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1
INTRODUCTION

1.1. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This research is carried out in collaboration with Boskalis. The idea of this research is
motivated by a project of a sustainable and fully circular bicycle bridge (no use of Port-
land cement and aggregates partially replaced with recycled aggregates) recently con-
structed near Eindhoven, Netherlands.

This project is one of Boskalis’s remarkable works- the post-tensioned bicycle bridge
KW15 shown in figure 1.1. Since the idea was to use Geopolymer concrete for this partic-
ular bridge, various mixes were tested, and the results were analysed as per requirements
of the bridge construction. According to the structural calculations, there were certain
criteria to be fulfilled in terms of structural stability, strength, environmental safety and
service life. The superstructure of this bridge was intended to be fully post tensioned
concrete solid slab (no cracks in SLS and no cracks in ULS), supported by a substructure
of reinforced concrete abutments. The approach slabs were made of reinforced concrete
as well.

Figure 1.1: Site and the bridge picture after construction of KW15 (Boskalis)

1
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Coming to the design aspect, the current design of this bridge is based on Eurocode 2 for
regular concrete and ROK 1.4 (additional regulations by the Dutch Ministry of Transport
and Infrastructure). Because the bridge would be build making use of geopolymer con-
crete, an additional experimental program has been set up to prove the structural safety
and durability, since the bridge should have a lifetime of 100 years. Several tests were
performed in TU Delft and obtained results were then processed to construct the bridge
and draw conclusions required for the research. Figure 1.2 shows a 3D representation of
the bridge which was to be built and figure 1.3 shows a detailed structural drawing of the
bridge.

Figure 1.2: 3D plan of KW15 (boskalis)

Figure 1.3: Structural detailed drawing of KW15 (Bosaklis)

Other companies contributing in this project for the Geopolymer concrete production
part are SQAPE and AJansen BV, the concrete contractor for this project. Together the
companies carry out different experiments and research to optimize the use of geopoly-
mer concrete and make it better for all applications.

1.2. RESEACH GAP AND MOTIVATION
The growing concern about climate change and CO2 emissions has escalated a number
of research in Geopolymer concrete. The benefit of using GPC has been discussed better
in the literature review section (2) of this document. Designing any structure a standard
code is used in engineering practice. And almost all the standard codes (for concrete
structures) were formulated for conventional cement concrete (produced using OPC).
This is one of the main reasons that GPC has not gained much acceptance in practice.
Several research regarding the study of general property of GPC as a material has been
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done and are still being done. But on the structural point of view, engineers tend to
look for the structural behavior and how it can be used safely. The structural aspects
like shear, bending, cracks behavior has also been experimented and studied in the past
but a standard code of practice has not been formulated as such or there are no any
modification done in the existing codes and design models which would give a freedom
to use GPC in structures or provide a safety assurance. Therefore, this research will act as
one of the pioneer studies to investigate the overall structural behaviour of geopolymer
concrete beams with respect to standard codes which should help design engineers up
to some extent to execute and design structures using GPC in future.

1.3. RESEARCH OBJECTIVES, RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND SUB-
QUESTIONS

The main objectives of this thesis are as follows:-

• To study the structural behaviour of Geopolymer concrete from the experiments.

• To analyse the correlation between experimental findings and current Eurocode
prediction methods for reinforced Portland cement concrete structural members
to check the accuracy of Eurocode.

• To identify the main influencing factors from experimental observations.

• To observe the similarities and differences in overall behaviour of GPC and normal
cement concrete within the scope of the research.

Some research has been done in the past about the use of Geopolymer concrete and
how it is different in structural aspect from that of Portland cement concrete. It has been
concluded that the strength development of GPC varies from that of cement concrete but
eventually it is possible to achieve a similar strength which is one of the facts that can be
taken into account to draw a line between GPC and OPC concrete and also can provide
a reason that both of them can be used for similar application. Some more conclusions
drawn from past researches which are discussed in the literature review section (2). In
this research, the main focus will be the cracking behavior, bending behavior and shear
behavior the beam as a part of the bridge. Also, the research consisting of both structural
and material aspect, the beam composition and that as a whole in regard to the how it
behaves as a material, its properties are also to be studied which is important to an-
swer some questions. For designing concrete structures, Eurocode 2 (en.1992.1.1.2004)
is used and this design code was formulated for normal cement concrete; it does not give
a valid safety proof for the usage of GPC which gives THE MAIN RESEARCH QUESTION
as,

"Upto what extent can Eurocode 2 be applicable for Geopolymer concrete structures"

Although there is one main question, it requires few more questions to be explained to
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draw conclusion and to answer the main research question. This will be derived from
the experimental results and past research and studies making comparisons depending
on the conditions. Some relevant and useful sub questions that are important to be an-
swered are given below:

1. What are the observed mechanical behaviour like tensile, compressive strength,
etc. of the concrete mix used here? Can EC2 estimations for calculating these
properties according to time formulated for normal cement concrete be used for
GPC as well?

2. How do the failure of the beams look like? Are the crack initiation, crack propa-
gation, crack pattern any different from that of normal concrete? If yes, in what
way?

3. How accurately does the analytical models by EC2 predict the experimental re-
sults?

4. Are the critical parameters influencing mechanisms in normal concrete influential
for GPC as well?

5. Is it safe to use GPC over normal cement concrete for similar application? Is there
a way to prove the overall safety? How?

1.4. SCOPE OF THE THESIS

• Evaluation is done comparing between the predicted values (from Eurocode mod-
els) and the obtained experimental values to prove that Eurocode can be used for
Geopolymer concrete as well. These comparisons in general will include the resis-
tance of bending and shear and crack width control.

• Further, possible influencing parameters is discussed for each model (shear/ bend-
ing/ crack) given by EC2 to check how much variation would those result for GPC
beams used with respect to normal concrete which is done using the available ex-
perimental data. However, since all the parameters is not studied in detail; firstly
because of a limited time for this research, evaluating them in detail to give a con-
crete conclusion would take a long time and secondly because of lack in variation
of the parameters to compare with each other.

• Time dependent effects in GPC are out of scope of this thesis.

• Prestressing component will be disregarded from analytical calculations using EC
models for this research. Although it is an important area to study and the bridge
construction itself used prestressing, the experimental beams did not have pre-
stressing and thus was not possible to study this part.
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1.5. THESIS OUTLINE

Figure 1.4: A Summary of all the chapters
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LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter consists of study done during the research that were relevant for this thesis.
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2.1. GEOPOLYMER CONCRETE
CO2 emission has become one of the major causes of global warming according to US
Environmental protection agency. According to BBC climate change statistics [30], 8%
of the total emission of CO2 is due to the production of Portland cement. And since
the construction industry highly relies upon concrete as the major and widely used con-
struction material, moreover the demand for concrete will never stop as it is hugely used
by construction industry. Concrete is used in such large amounts because it is,simply, a
remarkably good building material; not just for basic road construction [38]. Because an
important fact that it leaves a carbon footprint cannot be ignored as well, since it is then
not sustainable which will lead to continuation of the existing environmental problems
because of carbon emission.
One of the possible solutions of this problem is suggested to replace ordinary Portland
cement (major contributor of CO2 emission) with precursors made of industrial by-
products such as fly ash and blast furnace slag activated by alkali solutions. This technol-
ogy is referred to as alkali activation or under certain conditions geopolymerization, and
the concrete – geopolymer concrete. Huge research has been done and is still being done
to study the specialties of geopolymer concrete as a new construction’s material in terms
of strength, durability, and sustainability. However, it is still rarely used in real-world
constructions due to lack of data about mechanical properties of geopolymer concrete.
The authorities demand equivalent performance in Eurocode design methods (design
by testing) for bringing this into industrial application.

2.1.1. BACKGROUND
Geopolymer concrete which is also known as Alkali activated concrete (AAM) comes
from ’geopolymer’ binders which is said to be first invented by Joseph Davidovits to
describe inorganic polymers based on alumino-silicates that can be formed by the re-
action of pozzolanic chemicals or alumino-silicate source materials with very alkaline
solutions[17]. Geopolymer binders are environmentally friendly polymers that have the
potential to replace cement in the construction sector. Fly ash (FA), granulated blast fur-
nace slag (GBFS), rice husk ash, and red mud are all examples of waste materials that can
be used to make geopolymer binders.[14]. The geopolymerization reactions are the reac-
tion processes in geopolymer binders that primarily involve three processes: the first is
the dissolving process, in which the alkali solution dissolves the aluminosilicate precur-
sors to liberate the aluminum and silicon species in the combination.Geopolymerization
process is the reaction that occurs in geopolymer binders. It includes three processes-
dissolution, condensation and hardening.



2.1. GEOPOLYMER CONCRETE 2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1.2. APPLICATIONS AND ADVANTAGES OF GPC
The applications of Geopolymer concrete are no different than that of Portland cement
concrete. Geopolymer concrete has been used for the construction of different struc-
tures like water tanks, pavements and roads, walls, bridges[27].

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

There is a growing demand for innovative materials with low CO2 emissions that can be
used for a variety of applications and a potential material to use in construction industry
can be GPC. There are multiple benefits of using GPC over normal cement concrete from
environmental point of view.

Figure 2.1: Advantages of Geopolymer concrete [21]

2.1.3. CHALLENGES AND LIMITATIONS OF GPC
Some building owners, concrete suppliers, and finishers have been reluctant to replace
cement with fly ash on steel-trowelled floors because of the increased risks associated
with the fly ash like its tendency to effloresce along with concerns about freeze/thaw
performance, Increase of salt scaling, etc.[39]

Despite the fact that GPC is good for sustainability and reduction of Global warming,
it is still not used in practice. Although many tests and researches have been carried out,
it still faces challenges. One of the most significant obstacles is the lack of standards that
should be developed by a global committee. Institutional difficulties and a lack of speci-
fications or standards will restrict the adaption of such new materials[15]. This is one of
the main motivations behind this research.
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2.1.4. COMPONENTS USED IN GEOPOLYMER CONCRETE
Like in ordinary portland cement concrete, Geopolymer binder (Geopolymer cement)
needs aggregates to form Geopolymer concrete. Additionally, alkali activator is needed
for reaction to set and harden the concrete. This geopolymer cement is composed of
industrial byproducts from steel industries, thermal power plant, etc., like blast furnace
slag, fly ash, rice husk ash, metakaolin etc. Geopolymer concrete can be composed of
varying proportions in regard to FA, GGBS,

FLY ASH (FA)
Fly ash is a byproduct of pulverized coal combustion in electric power plants. Mineral
impurities in coal fuse in suspension during burning and float out of the combustion
chamber with the exhaust gases. The melted material cools and forms into spherical
glassy particles known as fly ash as it rises. Although the fine powder resembles portland
cement, it is chemically distinct[41]. Depending on the physical and chemical proper-
ties, all fly ashes display cementitious properties in different degrees. Generally, there
are two types of Fly ash commonly known as Type F and Type C. Type F fly ash is mostly
used for geopolymer binders. The use of type C fly ash for geopolymerisation has re-
ceived little attention, because of its rapid setting qualities[17]

BLAST FURNACE SLAG (BFS)
Blast furnace slag is a non-metallic byproduct obtained from the production of hot metal.
During production process, iron ore converted to iron sinks to the furnace’s bottom leav-
ing materials on the top known as slag. The quenching procedure of slag improves ce-
mentitious qualities and generates granules that resemble coarse sand particles. which
further refined is called Ground Grnulated blast furnace slag [18].

ALKALI ACTIVATORS

One of the important components used in GPC is alkali activator. It helps in the activa-
tion process while hydration of the binder. The activators are often added as a solution
to the mixture, but they can also be added as a solid, blended or integrated with the
slag and/or ash. Alkali hydroxides and silicates are the most commonly used activa-
tors. However, both in slags and fly ash, the type of the activators plays a critical role in
the activation process [19]. Most commonly used activators in GPC are sodium silicate
(Na2SiO3) and sodium hydroxide (NaOH).

AGGREGATES

Aggregates used in concrete can be of different types. Commonly used aggregates are
natural gravel and sand from river, seabed, etc. Due to growing concern about circular-
ity, recycled aggregates have also started being used. Using recycles aggregates instead
of natural aggregates could reduce the need to use raw natural resources. In regard of us-
ing recycled aggregates for GPC, some research have been done to study the influence.
In an experimental study about mechanical and durability properties of GPC with recy-
cled aggregates (RCA) by Faiz Uddin et al. [16], replacing natural aggregates with RCA
partially showed a decrease in compressive, tensile strength.
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For this project, the GPC mix used thermally recycled asphalt aggregate (TRI). To pro-
duce TRI, the process can be described as a thermal process in which tar containing as-
phalt is cleaned in to fine and coarse granulates. Therefore bitumen and Tar-containing
products are evaporated during the process at about 600 - 650 degrees Celsius. The ag-
gregates/granulates are suitable for use in Concrete production.
But this type of aggregate has not been used in practice much and hardly any research
or experiments have been performed to study it’s influence in concrete mechanical or
structural behaviour.

2.1.5. MECHANICAL PROPERTIES

COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH

Compressive strength of the concrete is one of the most important and useful properties
of a concrete. For all the other behaviour of concrete, compressive strength is the first
base parameter to be considered. This factor is needed for almost all other verifications
in standard codes as well which makes it more important to study and analyse. In short,
directly, or indirectly the behaviour and capacities are primarily dependent on concrete
compressive strength. In some studies done earlier, it has been observed that GPC has a
compressive strength comparable to that of OPC concrete. Mustafa et al. [10] concluded
that the fly ash-based geopolymer concrete produced higher compressive strength com-
pared to OPC concrete at 1, 7 and 28 days.
However, the development of compressive strength on itself depends on several factors
such as chemical composition, water binder ratio, curing conditions, strength develop-
ment over time, aggregate binder ratio, type of aggregate used etc.[8]. And thus a general
conclusion cannot be given as every mixes can be different in proportion.

TENSILE STRENGTH

Tensile strength of Geopolymer concrete is seen less than the compressive strength, sim-
ilar to that of normal OPC concrete. In a research done by Zhu Pan et al.[9] to compare
the properties between GPC and OPC, it was concluded that GPC showed higher ten-
sile strength than that of OPC. However, it can again vary depending on the type of GPC
used. Different research carried out had varying parameters and gave different conclu-
sions. Many research concluded a correlation of tensile strength to compressive strength
in GPC which is seen in OPC concrete too. In an experimatal study for mechanical prop-
erties of GPC by Azad et al. [24], after performing number of tests, it was concluded that
the relation between compressive and tensile strength could be influenced by number
of factors like varying amount of components used, curing temperature.
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2.1.6. STRUCTURAL BEHAVIOUR OF GPC CONCRETE

Some experimental investigations and research have been done to study the structural
behaviour behaviour of GPC Some studies done in the past indicate a similar structural
behaviour of GPC and conventional concrete. Sumajouw et al.(2006) concluded from his
experimental research on GPC columns that the crack patterns, modes of failure, mid-
span deflection, the affect of longitudinal reinforcement, concrete compressive strength,
load-eccentricity were similar to that of observed in conventional OPC concrete [37]. To
analyse the structural behaviour of fly ash Geopolymer concrete, in another study by
Sumajouw [36], the flexural behaviour and strength of reinforced GPC beams were con-
cluded to be similar to that of OPC concrete beams. Similar conclusion about failure
modes was drawn in Sarker’s comparative experimental study [13] where both reinforced
OPC concrete and GPC beams showed a similar behaviour.

Yost [43], from his experimental observations from testing alkali activated fly ash con-
crete (AAFAC) concluded that the shear mechanism is identical to that of ordinary port-
land cement concrete. However, for flexure, the failure was observed to be more brittle.
In terms of performance, both the OPC and AAFAC behaved in a similar way.

In one recent experimental research [25], flexural behaviour of GPC (with flyash, GG-
BFS, and cement) was studied comparing it with OPC concrete beams. It was concluded
that the load carrying capacity was 10% higher in GPC beams. The observed crack width
was also wider in OPC concrete beams and beam deflection was higher too. The load
deflection curve obtained from the experiment for both the samples (OPC & GPC) has
been shown in figure 2.2

Figure 2.2: Load deflection curve OPC vs GPC beam [25]
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2.1.7. EXISTING/AVAILABLE CODES IN PRACTICE

• Australian AS 3600:2018 for concrete structures and American Concrete Insti-
tute Building Code
A study by Sumajouw et al. (2006) experimented and came to a conclusion that
the design provisions contained in the Australian Standard for Concrete Struc-
tures AS3600 and the American Concrete Institute Building Code ACI318-02 are
applicable to reinforced geopolymer concrete columns.[37]. The deflection and
load capacity predicted using Australian standard AS3600 and American Concrete
Institute Building Code ACI 318-02 did agree with the obtained results in experi-
ments. In an experimental research done by Ee Hui Chang, a comparison between
experimental results and prediction for shear strength using American Concrete
Institute Building Code ACI 318-08 and Australian Standard for Concrete Struc-
tures AS3600-05 was done [5]. He concluded that the verification procedure and
calculations used to calculate and predict the shear strength can be applicable and
are safe for GPC. He tested several beams to study the behaviour of GPC with re-
spect to different parameters. Additionally, it was observed that shear capacity in
GPC increased with the increase in reinforcement ratio which is similar to normal
cement concrete as well.
From another experimental study by Yost [43], it was concluded that flexure mem-
bers for alkali activated fly ash concrete could be designed using the same models
formulated for that of OPC concrete. Sarker from his comparative study about GPC
beams design, arrived to the conclusion that the current Australian code and ACI
are conservative in designing the shear and flexure failures of Geopolymer con-
crete beams suggesting that the current current practices and procedures can be
used conservatively for design of Geopolymer concrete structural members [13].

• Eurocode en.1992.1.1.2004
In an investigation about properties and structural design relation for new con-
cretes by R. K. Dhir et al.[3], EC2 equations for predicting the shear strength of
reinforced concrete beams were used to predict that for concrete produced par-
tially replacing portland cement (PC) with fly ash (FA) and Ground granulated
blast furnace slag (GGBS), it was concluded that EC2 equations to predict the shear
strength was valid for the concrete beams used.

A discussion from a paper [6] of comparative study between American code for structural
concrete, ACI and Eurocode 2 for study of flexure design, it was concluded that both the
codes show a significant difference in the safety theory. However, this did not seem to
have a large effect on calculating the flexure strength. It was also observed that EC2
regulations are more conservative in this regard.
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2.1.8. OBSERVED PERFORMANCE IN REAL CONSTRUCTIONS

1. Queensland’s University GCI:
The University of Queensland’s Global Change Institute (GCI), in Australia is said
to be the world’s first building successfully constructed using GPC. It consists of
comprises 3 suspended geopolymer concrete floors with 33 precast panels, shown
in figure 2.3 which are made from slag/fly ash-based geopolymer concrete[42].The
Global Change Institute (GCI) is a University of Queensland organisation research-
ing global sustainability issues including resource security, ecosystem health, pop-
ulation growth and climate change[29]. The idea was to make it sustainable and
the motivation behind that was to achieve Australia’s first Living Building Chal-
lenge compliance which is an international rating system. It was initially thought
to make use of Timber-Composite Concrete (TCC) but later, the benefits of replac-
ing the GPC with normal concrete in TCC was realised.

Figure 2.3: Global change Institute (GCI), Australia (top) and Geopolymer concrete beam being
positioned at the site during construction [29]

As for the design procedure, primarily to check the material properties, compres-
sive strength, flexure strength, tensile strength, density, elastic modulus, shrink-
age creep, stress-strain, chloride and sulphate content, alkali aggregate reaction
etc. tests were carried out. Secondly, for the structural verifications, they relied on
Autralian standard code for concrete structures- AS 3600. A load test was done to
study the midspan deflection behaviour which can be seen in figure 2.4 which was
predicted to be 3mm but resulted in 2.85 mm.
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Figure 2.4: Load deflection curve of the GPC used for GCI [27]

It was found that the structural property held with the design basis for reinforced
concrete structures provided in AS 3600. After multiple tests and investigation
for this project, it was concluded that as long as necessary verifications are done
(which in this project was all fulfilled) for the necessary structural performance,
structures can be designed using GPC.

2. Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport:
Bisbane West Wellcamp Airport (BWWA) constructed in November 2014, which
is another successfully constructed structural pavement using Geopolymer con-
crete of approximately 40,000 m3 is said to be the largest project in the world using
GPC[12]. Prior the actual construction, a trail construction for a private apron was
done 6 months before to check the mix design’s suitability for the actual project.
The concrete specification and requirements for flexure strength and shrinkage
given by engineers according to standard codes were verified for that mix design.
The trial phase was successful and eventually the main apron was constructed.

Figure 2.5: Brisbane West Wellcamp Airport construction site [12]
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The rapid and successful execution of this project gives an example that GPC can
be a great alternative for OPC with many benefits- both sustainable and structural.
In the BWWA report. It serves as an encouragement and confidence for future en-
gineers for designing, producing and using this kind of concrete. However, since
this project was not executed using standard code that would give a structural ver-
ification but just on the basis of lab tests and trial construction, a challenge still
remains. Also, there are not any old structures to give a practical verification and
information about the durability of GPC.
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2.2. STRUCTURAL BEHAVIOUR AND EUROCODE FORMULATIONS:

2.2.1. POSSIBLE FAILURE MODES IN NORMAL RC BEAMS:
A reinforced concrete beam can fail in two different ways commonly known as shear and
flexure. In simple terms, if a beam has less shear capacity it fails in shear whereas flexure
failure occurs when the load exceeds the bending capacity of the beam. Furthermore,
shear failure can be categorised as: Diagonal tension failure, shear compression failure
and splitting shear (true shear) failure.[11][33]

Figure 2.6: Flexure failure mode[34]

Figure 2.7: Shear failure mode: a)Shear compression failure b)Flexure shear failure[11]

[44][11]
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A DETAILED LOOK AT EUROCODE EN.1992.1.1

In this section, a detailed look at the Eurocode EN 1992-1-1:2004 aspects to calculate and
design will be done- the ones to be analysed within this research.

2.2.2. MATERIAL PARAMETERS

Concrete class/Strength:

Figure 2.8: Normal distribution curve for
compressive strength[31]

Concrete strength for any concrete is decided
based on compressive tests carried out for
cylindrical and cube specimens after 28 days of
casting. According to EN 206 "Concrete speci-
fication, performance, production and confor-
mity", compressive strength is defined by char-
acteristic value fck below which not more than
5% of the test results fall. In the curve, prob-
ablity variability for compressive strength is
shown to understand the explanation. Concrete
class for example, if is C35/45, indicates that the
cylinder and cube characteristic strengths are
35 MPa and 45 MPa respectively. Eurocode (Ta-
ble 3.1) gives an approximation to calculate the
mean compressive strength as fcm = fck +8 where, fck is the characteristic cylinder com-
pressive strength.
Additionally, EC clause 3.1.2(6) suggests a prediction of strength development of con-
crete according to the age. Formulated in accordance with EN 12390, the expression to
estimate compressive strength at various ages is given as,
fcm(t ) =βcc (t ) fcm

where,

βcc (t ) = exp

{
s

[
1− ( 28

t

) 1
2

]}
Here, "s" is a coefficient which depends on the type of cement used classified as:

0.20 for Class R (rapid hardening); cement of strength classes CEM 42,5R, CEM 52,5N
and CEM 52,5R
0.25 for Class N (normal hardening); cement of strength classes CEM 42,5N and CEM
32,5R
0.38 for Class S (slow hardening); cement of strength class CEM 32,5N.
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Tensile strength of concrete:

To calculate the tensile strength of concrete, there is no direct test to identify the value;
first split tensile strength test is carried out which gives the value of splitting tensile
strength, fct ,sp and using that, Eurocode provides an approximate value to calculate the
axial tensile strength and then the tensile strength using the relation:

fctm = 0.9 fct ,sp

According to EC (Table 3.1)A.3, tensile strength,

fctm = 0.30∗ f 2/3
ck for (≤C 50/60).

2.2.3. SHEAR

Eurocode gives some general procedure for the verification of shear capacity in concrete
for the following:

VRd ,c , the design shear resistance of the member without shear reinforcement.This ex-
pression gives the shear capacity of the concrete when shear force is less than the con-
crete capacity.

VRd ,s , the design value of the shear force which can be sustained by the yielding shear
reinforcement. When VRd ,c is less than the shear force, then there is a need to add stir-
rups in the concrete to take that shear force and increase the resistance; the resistance
then is determined by VRd ,s .

VRd ,max , the design value of the maximum shear force which can be sustained by the
member, limited by crushing of the compression struts.

*Other components for shear verification of inclined chords are out of the scope of this
research.

Members not requiring design shear reinforcement:
The design shear resistance of the member without shear reinforcement, VRd ,c is given
as,
VRd ,c = [CRd ,c k(100ρl fck )1/3 +k1σcp ]bw d > (vmi n +k1σcp )bw d

where:
VRd ,c is the design value of the shear force capacity.
fck is the characteristic compressive strength of concrete.
Asl is the area of the tensile reinforcement, which extends

k = 1+
√

200
d ≤ 2
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ρl = Asl
bw d ≤ 0.02

bw is the smallest width of the cross section in the tensile area.
σcp is the axial stress caused by loading or prestressing: σcp = NE d

Ac
≤ 0.2 fcd

Ac is the cross-sectional area of the concrete.
fcd is the design cylinder compressive strength of the concrete.
NE d is the axial force due to loading or prestressing (NEd > 0 for compression);

vmi n = 0.035k
3
2 f

1
2

ck

The expression provides particulars about variables that influence the shear capacity
that would be calculated using this formula. Firstly, compressive strength of concrete is
one of the important parameters is a base for all other behaviours of concrete as well.
Longitudinal reinforcement ratio, size of the beam (width & effective depth), k factor
(size effect), k1 and CRd ,c factor also play role in providing resistance to shear in concrete
according to the formula. However, it has been observed from experiments that tensile
strength has more effect than compressive strength[2]. To calculate the tensile strength,
code gives a general rule of compressive strength to the power 2/3. It shows that shear
strength increases as the reinforcement ratio increases. Another variable known to have
a significant effect on capacity is the size effect (k). The Dutch Annex of EN 1992-1-1
uses recommended values: CRd ,c = 0.18/γc = 0.12 and k1 = 0.15. However, the factor
CRd ,c was decided for design shear resistance in Eurocode 2 but to have a better predic-
tion of mean value of shear resistance, Regan replaced this factor with CRm,c = 0.15 and
was later used by Konig and Fischer to evaluate where value 0.163 for CRm,c was found
to be better fitting [11].

Members requiring design shear reinforcement
*Only the part for members with vertical shear reinforcement will be analysed as among
the beams experimented, the ones with shear reinforcement were only vertical shear rein-
forcement. Members with inclined shear reinforcement is out of the scope of this research

The resistance of the member with shear reinforcement (for vertical shear reinforce-
ment) VRd is the smaller value of:

VRd ,s = Asw
S z fy wd cotθ

and
VRd ,max =αcw bw v1 fcd /(cotθ+ tanθ)

where:
Asw is the cross sectional area of the shear reinforcement.
S is the spacing of the stirrups
fy wd is the design yield strength of the shear reinforcement
v1 is a strength reduction factor for concrete cracked in shear
αcw is a coefficient taking account of the state of the stress in the compression chord
θ is the angle made by compresiive strut with the beam axis
z is the inner lever arm, for a member with constant depth, corresponding to the
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bending moment in the elemnet under consideration. In the shear analysis of re-
inforced concrete without axial force, the approximate value z = 0.9d may nor-
mally be used.

The recommended limits for cotθ given in national annex are 1 ≤ cotθ ≤ 2.5

In case of beam without shear reinforcement, the imposed load leads to bending causing
flexural cracks slowly developing into a shear crack eventually leading to failure.
But by adding the shear reinforcement in the beam, an inclined crack does not lead to
a failure but introduces a new load transfer mechanism which is explained and derived
using a truss model. This truss has to carry design shear force. In the figure below, α
denotes inclination of the tensile ties and θ denotes the compression struts. The shear
carried by these tensile ties and compressive strut derived using this truss model are de-
noted by VRd ,s and VRd ,max respectively. When θ is taken as 45 degrees (cotθ = 1), the
shear capacity is underestimated. Eurocode 2 then follows another approach where it is
assumed that shear reinforcement carries all the shear force taking value of θ between
cot−1 0.4 and cot−1 2.5. It can only go below this angle if there are constraints and differ-
ent geometrical detailing. [2][35]
From the VRd ,s formula, it can be said that the capacity can be increased simply by in-
creasing the amount of reinforcement. But the capacity of strut rather varies according
to the strength and not the shear reinforcement.
It is evident that the amount of shear reinforcement, compressive strength of concrete,
yield strength of reinforcement, strut angle and size of the beam influences the overall
shear capacity of beams with shear reinforcement.

The truss model used to derive these capacities according to forces can be seen in the
figure below

Figure 2.9: truss model used to calculate shear capacities for beams with shear reinforcement present [35]
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MECHANISM OF SHEAR TRANSFER IN CONCRETE

The above section provides an overview of the formulation and background of Eurocode
models. But shear failure mechanism of reinforced concrete beams is a complex process,
there has been a lot of discussion about the mechanism of shear transfer in reinforced
concrete members, particularly about the relevant variables to incorporate in shear pre-
diction models. As stated in the textbook of Prestressed Concrete [35], this is a conser-
vative model to predict the shear resistance but in reality the simple truss assumed here
will not have this simple pattern with perfect hinges connections and thus it difficult to
analyze this accurately.
According to ASCE-ACI Committee 426 [26], when a diagonal crack occurs, the shear
force is transferred by several internal shear transfer mechanisms which are widely dis-
cussed in many researches about shear. These mechanisms are- Shear force transfer
due uncracked concrete compression zone, aggregate interlock, dowel action (longitu-
dinal reinforcement) as shown in the figure below. Experimental analysis by Walraven [1]
suggest that, aggregate interlocking contributes towards a large amount of shear transfer
which is influenced by the size of aggregate, compressive strength, etc. The contribution
of dowel action, however in cracked beams without shear reinforcement can be small as
it has to take the tensile strength of concrete cover as well.

Figure 2.10: Shear transfer mechanisms

[7]

FACTORS INFLUENCING SHEAR BEHAVIOUR

Compressive strength:
According to the design equation, compressive strength directly affects the shear resis-
tance for both beams with (resistance provided by strut) and without shear reinforce-
ment . However, from Walraven’s study (1978)[40] about concrete strength, the devia-
tions in shear strength were less in concrete with lower strength and higher deviations
with increase in concrete strength class[32].

Shear span-Depth Ratio (av /d):
For studies done for conventional concrete beams previously, it has been proved from
experiments that it has a significant effect in the shear behavior of reinforced concrete
beams. In a research done by Wu et al.[22][23], it was proved that a/d ratio has a notable
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influence in shear strength provided by both concrete and reinforcement. Eurocode
6.2.2 clause (6) states the In an experimental observation done by Biao Hu et al.[20],
it showed that values of VRd ,s and VRd ,c are significantly affected by a/d where VRd ,c de-
creases much as a/d increases, while VRd ,s has an opposite behavior.
EC clause 6.2.2 (6) states the need of multiplying shear force with a reduction factor
(β = av /2d) if shear span ratio (av /d) is less than 2. And even when the shear span
ratio is greater than 2 there is another check. So Eurocode does account the shear span
ratio although not directly put in the shear resistance formula.

Amount of reinforcement in tensile zone:
Reinforcement ratio is another influencing factor that affects the shear capacity. In shear
models by EC, the design equation takes into account the area of reinforcement.

2.2.4. CRACK WIDTH CONTROL
From the beginning of the loading phase, involved forces and induced stresses, the mech-
anism of how crack initiates, propagates, eventually leading to failure – everything re-
lated in this process has a significant effect to determine the crack pattern. The formula
to calculate the crack width in EN 1992-1-1 (expression 7.8) is given as,
Wk = Sr,max (εsm −εcm)

where,
Sr,max is the maximum crack spacing
εsm is the mean strain in the reinforcement under the relevant combination of loads,

including effect of imposed deformations and taking into account the effects
of tension stiffening. Only the additional tensile strain beyond the state of zero
strain of the concrete at the same level is considered.

εcm is the mean strain in the concrete between cracks

εsm −εcm =
σs−kt

fct ,e f f
ρp,e f f

(1+αeρp,e f f )

Es
≥ 0.6σs

Es

where:
Es is the modulus of elasticity of steel
kt is a factor dependent on the duration of the load
σs is the stress in the tension reinforcement assuming a cracked section.
αe is the ratio Es /Ecm

ρp,e f f = As /Ac,e f f

Ac,e f f = hc,e f f ∗b
hc,e f f = Minimum of (2.5(h −d), (h −x)/3or h/2)

The maximum spacing is given as,
Sr,max = k3c +k1k2k4φ/ρp,e f f

BACKGROUND AND MECHANISM BEHIND A CRACK IN CONCRETE

Cracks in concrete can occur due to various causes like shrinkage, imposed deformation
(thermal loading), external loading etc. Shrinkage cracks can be controlled to some ex-
tent but not fully as there will always be temperature differences and relative humidity.
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These cracks are small but might show big influence in the structural behaviour of con-
crete. However, if we have a look on to the micro structure level, certainly there are ways
to reduce these kinds of cracks to some extent. But due to limited scope of the research,
the main concern will be given to the cracks induced by external loading. The cracks
caused due to shrinkage and thermal loading are out of scope of this research.

Concrete when cracks, cannot carry the tensile force anymore which is then carried by
the reinforcement. It is well known that concrete is strong in compression and weak in
tension. When reinforcement starts taking the tensile force of concrete, a bond stress is
activated between concrete and steel which is assumed to be constant and two times the
mean tensile strength fctm of the concrete i.e. bond stress (τbm)= 2 fctm .
The formulation of crack width and spacing was established relating to a reinforced con-
crete bar subjected to axial tensile force. This whole mechanism is distinguished into 4
stages- uncracked stage, crack formation stage, stabilized cracking stage, steel yielding
stage. [35]

Phase 1- Uncracked phase:
Here, the concrete doesn’t crack and behaves as linear elastic. In this phase the force
required for concrete to crack is small. The tensile stress is less than the mean tensile

strength (σct < fctm) and thus the concrete can take all tensile stress. Both steel and

concrete has same the strain and thus stiffness is constant too.

Phase 2- Crack formation stage:
Further when concrete strain increases, the concrete tensile stress reaches the mean ten-
sile strength (σct = fctm) , thus now concrete cannot take the tensile stress anymore

giving rise to the first crack from tension side of concrete. From this point, the reinforce-
ment takes the tensile stress of the concrete. After crack initiates, force and stiffness
decreases although the strain keeps increasing. Further increase in strain causes force
increase. This force keeps increasing till another crack forms and this keeps repeating
again and again-the series of appearance of new cracks- thus is called "Crack formation
stage".

Phase 3- Stabilized cracking stage
Now, as the load increases, the concrete tensile starts exceeding the mean tensile stress

and the yielding of steel also starts (σs = fyd ) . This can also be know as the beginning

of plastic phase.

Phase 4- Crushing of concrete:

In this phase, compressive stress reaches the maximum strength of concrete (σc = fcd )

in fibres of compression zone resulting in crushing of concrete and corresponding strain
of concrete is 3.5‰.
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Figure 2.11: Different phases of crack of concrete

The assumption of stage 2 being horizontal is not true in reality; it is rather inclined.
However, this assumption of horizontal line is considered to be accurate enough taking
into account the influence of uncertainties like reinforcement position, actual tensile
strength etc. [Beton1993CEBFIPMC]

FACTORS INFLUENCING CRACK BEHAVIOUR IN CONCRETE

Looking at the model to calculate crack width, multiple variables can be seen as influenc-
ing factors like Concrete strength:, Concrete cover, Reinforcement ratio, Bond strength
between steel and concrete, shape of the bar. Another important factor that influences
the crack behaviour is bond between reinforcement and the concrete. In conventional
RC application, efficient and reliable force transfer between reinforcement and concrete
is required for optimal design for safety measure in structural components . To under-
stand how the bond force transfers is important to determine the crack pattern. The
part where concrete is cracked, all the tensile stress is taken by steel. On both sides of
the crack, there is a gradual increase of concrete tensile stress up to a point where the
concrete has its initial tensile stress back. From the crack to this point, which is called
transfer length, there is a gradual process of re- introducing force into the concrete and
here the bond strength comes into importance.

2.2.5. BENDING MOMENT
Bending moment of a concrete cross section with increasing load is calculated using
equilibrium of forces and moment with an assumption that plane section remains plane
(Bernoulli’s law).

• Cracking moment: When the concrete on loading loses its tensile strength, it is
not able to take the tensile stress anymore when the first crack appears; then the
reinforcement in tension takes the tensile stress of concrete. This is the cracking
moment of concrete and is calculated as a product of section modulus of cross
section and mean axial tensile strength,

Mcr, f l = I∗ fctm
e
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• Yielding moment: The height of compressive zone needed to resist the reinforcing
steel force is estimated using compressive forces of steel and concrete and because
of the equilibrium, all the horizontal forces are equated to get height of compres-
sive zone (for rectangular cross section) as,

xu = Nc
b∗α∗ fcd

where,
Nc = As ∗ fyd (Horizontal equilibrium: Nc = Ns )
whereα can be obtained from the bi-linear stress-strain relationship Further, steel
strain is calculated using this calculated/assumed compression zone height. This
calculated strain values are checked with yielding strain of given concrete and
steel.

εs = ( d−xu
xu

)εc and

My = Ns ∗ (d − 1
3 xu)

• Ultimate moment: When the concrete reaches its ultimate compressive strain, ul-
timate moment is calculated as

Mu = z ∗Nc

where,
z = d −β∗ xu (β again is obtained using the bi-linear stress-strain relationship of
the concrete.)

M-κ diagram:
Further, M-κ diagram can be drawn to observe and study these moments at every step
with increasing load until the failure. The respective stages in M −κ diagram are crack-
ing moment (Mcr ), yielding moment (Me ), plastic moment (Mpl ) and ultimate moment
(Mu),

FACTORS INFLUENCING BENDING BEHAVIOUR IN CONCRETE

From above expressions to calculate moments at different phases, clearly, the influenc-
ing factors are mean axial tensile strength, compressive strength, section modulus,
amount of reinforcement, compression zone height.
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2.3. EXPERIMENTS
To test the beams to study shear and bending, four point bending test can be done. In the
4 points bending test, there is a central zone with pure and constant flexure. In 4-point
bending, the shear stress is zero in the region between the two loading points (region
of pure bending) and has a non-zero value outside this central region (out of the two
loading points). This helps study the behaviour in that region clearly as the moment is
constant.



3
METHODOLOGY

This chapter provides all the information and step by step approach adopted for this
research. This includes description of all the experiments carried out and a general
overview about further step of analysing and studying.
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3.1. RESEARCH PLAN

• Preparation of the experiments:
This research is an experimental study and analysis of structural behaviour of Geopoly-
mer concrete to check the Eurocode applicability. Thus, the first step was to pre-
pare for all the experiments that needs to be carried out to sufficiently answer the
research questions. This includes collecting all the background information about
the beams needed to be experimented, designing a setup according to the capac-
ity of the testing machine in Stevin II Laboratory, deciding how to place the LVDTs,
arranging and checking all the equipment and materials needed to be used during
the experiment like ensuring proper functioning of machine, arranging rods for
LVDTs, paint, glue, crack measuring ruler, etc.

• Performing the experiments:
The second step was to start the experiments according to the planning. The
beams were transported from the company to TU Delft and after all the arrange-
ments, experiment was started. The aim was to 2 to 3 beams per day initially. How-
ever, from placing the beams to drawing the lines to glue LVDTs, painting etc. all
the preparation would take few hours and some days no beams were tested be-
cause of technical problems. A total of 1 month and 1 week was needed to test
all the 24 beams. The beams tested with the respective date of testing is shown in
table A.1. To perform the experiments, for each beam, LVDT positions were mea-
sures drawn in the beam and accordingly glued to the beam. The front side of
beam was painted white to get the clarity of the cracks and to draw the crack pat-
tern. This section also includes clicking pictures and collection of data obtained
as per the beam, writing a log about observations. Details about LVDTs and beams
are given in other sections followed in this chapter.

• Analytical prediction of results:
After the completion of experiments, analytical calculations were made as per EC2
regulations as it is directly related to the main topic of this research. The formulae
used are shown in 3.3.1 section of this chapter and all the calculations are attached
in the appendix from A.2.5. section of the report. These calculations were done to
check and compare with the obtained experimental data.

• Post processing:
After getting all the data from the experiment and from the company (for mechani-
cal properties), they were used to compare by means of tables and charts. Detailed
look at parameters and their influence on the results and experiments were stud-
ied.

A detailed description of each step of the plan is done in coming sections.
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3.2. EXPERIMENTAL PART
Although this research’s main area of focus is to study the structural behaviour, a brief
analysation of material behaviour in regard to EC has been done too. The first part of
the experiments to obtain the mechanical properties results were done in the company
laboratory and the data was used here to analyse the areas within the scope.

3.2.1. SAMPLES USED
Two types of concrete mix was prepared namely RAMAC 28/35 and RAMAC 33/43. The
strength class for these samples was initially aimed for C 30/37 and C 50/60 but was not
achieved and are C28/35 and C33/43 respectively. With an aim of making the bridge
fully circular and sustainable, the concrete was produced without using any amount of
ordinary portland cement (OPC) and using recycled aggregates. The type of recycled
aggregate used is Thermally Recycled Asphalt Aggregate (TRI) instead of natural or recy-
cled (common type of recycled aggregate from demolished buildings) aggregates. This
type of aggregate hasn’t been used much in practice.

3 cube specimens were prepared per sample mix each of dimension 150 x 150 x 150 mm3

using EPS mold. Due to a low temperature at the time of casting, after pouring into the
molds it was closed with lid and kept in heated container for hardening.

Figure 3.1: Cube specimen prepared (Jansen and Sqape laboratory)



3.2. EXPERIMENTAL PART 3. METHODOLOGY

3.2.2. TESTS FOR MECHANICAL PROPERTIES
The tests to check the mechanical properties were carried out at the company labora-
tory. The ones to be discussed in this research include compressive strength test, split
tensile strength test and Elastic modulus test.

3.2.3. CASTING AND CURING OF BEAMS:
A total of 24 beams were casted using those 2 types of mixture RAMAC C28/35 and RA-
MAC C33/43. All the beams were casted in January and outdoors. Concrete was mixed
at Jansen Beton BV (mixing plant) and from there transported to Valkenswaard which
is approximately which is 35 kms from the mixing plant. The temperature then was
around 4◦C outside. The method of curing the beams were done by casting in tempo-
rary wooden formwork (18mm thickness) as shown in the figure below. During the start
of casting, measures were taken for the formwork to be above 5◦C. Right after casting
some plastic foils were laid on top of the fresh concrete. Additionally, an extra layer of in-
sulation foil was applied because of the cold weather conditions. For a period of at least
a week, the temperature was kept under the insulation foil between 18 and 22 degrees
Celsius as temperature is one of the important factors influencing the hydration process
of concrete. While casting the beams, workability was observed to be harder than the
normal concrete.

Figure 3.2: Casting of GPC beams at Valkenswaard (Boskalis)

3.2.4. CLASSIFICATION OF THE BEAMS:
Second and the major experiments in this research for beams were carried out in TU
Delft Stevin II Laboratory. A total of 24 beams were tested. These tests were entirely done
to study the structural behaviour of GPC. To study and achieve the goal of this research,
12 beams were designed to fail in shear and 12 beams were designed to fail in bending so



3.2. EXPERIMENTAL PART

3

31

that it could be studied for the respective behaviour. Within these groups, height, layout
of reinforcement and distance between support and the loads were variables.

Characterisation based on depth, reinforcement layout and strength class:
Table 3.1 below shows all the specimens according to layout of the reinforcement, depth
of the beam in and their strength class.

Table 3.1: Classification of beams according to depth, reinforcement layout and strength class

All these beams shown above used for testing aren’t of the actual dimension that would
be used for construction of the bridge except for beams 1, 2, 3, 13, 14, 15 which would be
used as approach slab in the bridge. And this modification in the beam dimensions for
all other beams were done as per the capacity of testing in TU Delft Stevin Laboratory.
Taking into account the maximum beam length that could be fitted and to maintain the
required a/d ratio, beam dimensions were designed.

The first two set of beams (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18) were casted using C28/35
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whereas the remaining 3 set of beams (7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24) were
casted using C33/43. Shear reinforcement in 12 of the beams are only placed in half of
the member and this is because these were to be used as bridge deck (plate element) and
in this case bridge deck according to design requirements for the bridge, didn’t require
shear reinforcement. Those are beams 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. These
beams were intended to be analysed for shear behaviour during the experiments.
Other beams were designed for approach slab and abutments which has been classified
and shown in table 3.2

Characterisation based on components/different parts of the bridge

Each beam casted for the experiments represented different components of the bridge
structure. These have been listed in the table 3.2 along with the actual height that was
designed for the bridge construction.

Table 3.2: The components in the structure and respective beam representative
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Reinforcement Details of all the beams:

Table 3.3: Reinforcement layout in all the beams

Figure 3.3 shows the cross section of all the beams with respective longitudinal rein-
forcement (both in tension and compression zone). Reinforcement used in all the beams
were designed to provide minimum yield strength of 500 MPa and were of ribbed type
and grade B500B. Amount of reinforcement meets the minimum design reinforcement
requirement. Beam group 22, 23, 24 had the same cross section as beam group 7, 8, 9
and later was decided to reverse upside down to decrease the amount of reinforcement
in tensile zone to check the governing failure mode.

The design for cover was also done in accordance to EC 2 depending on the exposure
class. The table of EC classification of Exposure class is attached in appendix A.3. The
beams designed for this research falls under the exposure class XD3 as they are all com-
ponents of a bridge which matches those environmental conditions (Cyclic wet and dry-
Parts of bridges exposed to spray containing chlorides, pavements, car park slabs).



3.2. EXPERIMENTAL PART 3. METHODOLOGY

Characterisation based on application of load:

Table 3.4: Classification of beams according to the distance between loads and supports

Within the 12/12 beams designed to shear and bending, distance between loads and
supports were changed to compare and study the varied behaviour according to varied
a/d.

The first 3 beams tested were 10, 11, 12 beginning with beam 10 (750 mm) increasing
100 mm for beam 11 and again 100 mm for beam 12. This was done to check the load
transfer of load to the support to decide distances for other beams.
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3.2.5. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP AND INSTRUMENTATION

The main aim for the tests carried out in Stevin Lab was to analyse the structural be-
haviour of GPC beams intended to be used in the bridge construction (KW15). The main
areas to be analysed were shear, flexure and cracks. Taking that into consideration, a
setup was designed. Depending on the maximum test capacity, the beam depth was
decided as 400 mm before the casting. The experiment was planned with some pre-
decided conditions. All the beams had a span of 2.5 m (which again is the maximum
length which could be fitted there) and the center-to-center distance between the sup-
ports was set to 2.2m for all the 24 experiments.

Figure 3.3: Designed test setup
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4-point bending test was carried out for all the beams except beams 19, 20, 21 for
which 3 point bending test was done. As 12 beams were planned to be tested for shear
and 12 for bending, the distance between load and the support (av) was a variable in
every beam depending on the required mode of failure which is distinguished in tables
in the previous section. For that, the loads shown in figure 3.3 was adjusted accordingly.
The loading was deformation controlled and was set to 0.01 mm/sec. All the specimens
were painted white to facilitate marking of cracks. For the first experiment, load was
applied at increment of 10 kN in every step to observe the behaviour in change of the
beam. From second experiment it was realised that increment of 20 kN load per step
was more efficient, less time taking and the deformation was also notable. After every
load step of 20 kN, the machine was paused to stop loading and the beam was observed
at the painted side to check appearance of cracks if any. Gradually when crack initiated
and propagated, pictures were taken after every 20 kN load step and crack pattern was
drawn along with measuring crack widths approximately at the bottom longitudinal re-
inforcement level. And eventually the governing failure mode was observed after the
failure of the beam.

Figure 3.4: Actual test setup in the lab with a beam

Figure 3.3 shows the designed setup according to the requirement of the research.
The machine was adjusted according to length of the beam. All the components are
mentioned in the diagram. Figure 3.4 shows the actual picture of experimental setup of
one beam right before the experiment.
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3.2.6. LVDTS POSITIONING

The LVDTs were placed in such a way that the outcome of the results from these LVDTs
would give displacement values of the required location, the critical points. As men-
tioned earlier, these beams were tested for both shear and flexure and thus two kinds of
LVDT placement were done as shown in the figure 3.5. However, due to change in the
distance between supports and the load points, distance between LVDTs were changed
accordingly within the same type of positioning as well to cover the crack displacement
effectively.

The distance between LVDTs were decided this way: Firstly, a line of 45◦ from both the
loads and supports were drawn towards each other. Then three lines normal to those
previously drawn lines were drawn equally distributed to cover those lines where the
main shear crack is expected to occur. To measure the flexure crack widths, bottom
LVDTs were placed at the bottom surface of the beam equally distributed.

Table 3.5: LVDTs used in each beam and their aim
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Figure 3.5: LVDTs positions and dimensions of beams 10, 11, 16, 17, 18 (all dimensions are in mm)

Figure 3.5 shows the LVDT placements that was taken for beams 10, 11, 16, 17 and 18. The
LVDT positions and distances of rest all other beams are attached in appendix section A.1

Figure 3.6: Picture after placing the LVDTs in one of the beams (front part)
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Figure 3.7: Picture after placing the LVDTs in one of the beams (bottom part)

While the crack was measured by LVDTs, an additional way of measuring cracks using
concrete crack width ruler was done at the level of bottom longitudinal reinforcement at
certain load steps. This can be seen in the figure 3.8. This additional way of measure-
ment would provide a basis of comparison between LVDT and ruler measured cracks.
This could give an indication of weather the LVDT can give an accurate measurement.

Figure 3.8: Measurement of cracks using concrete crack width ruler
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3.3. POST EXPERIMENTAL PART

3.3.1. ANALYTICAL CALCULATIONS

Table 3.6: An overview of all the formulae used to make analytical predictions
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Parameters:
In the formulae given in EC, design values for materials are used taking into account the
partial safety factors. The parameters highlighted in the table are the mean values of ma-
terials and not the design values which were taken for calculations to compare with that
of the experimental results to make it more comparable. This was done because using
the mean values would give a more realistic prediction to compare with the experiments
and considering the fact that EC is too conservative. The calculations made for all the
beams using these models are shown in appendix A.2.5. Calculations using design val-
ues were done too in order to check the accuracy of EC models for GPC.

Assumptions:

• The main assumption made is that the models for designing and calculating ca-
pacities for a (normal cement) concrete structural element/beam can be used for
Geopolymer concrete as well which is why the predictions were made using these
models.

• The influence of mechanical properties of GPC are similar to that of normal con-
crete which is why all the calculations take material parameters the same way as
taken in Eurocode models.

3.3.2. POST PROCESSING OF RESULTS
After completion of all the experiments and making required calculations, the collected
data obtained from the experiments were used to draw graphs, charts characterizing the
structural behaviour of Geopolymer concrete. These data were further used to compare
with that of Eurocode predictions done after the experiments.

Literature study was done where a detailed study of Eurocode models and the influenc-
ing parameters for different behaviours like shear and bending were identified. From the
obtained results, the influence of these parameters for GPC was known and compared
accordingly.
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RESULTS & DISCUSSIONS

Experimental results of all the tests performed are shown in this chapter.

A part of the research experiments were done in Ajansen and Sqape laboratories whose
results are important for the research and the data will be taken for further analyzation
and comparisons. Those include the results of compressive strength and splitting tensile
strength. Besides those, are the results of experiments for beams carried out in Stevin II
laboratory.
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4.1. MATERIAL BEHAVIOUR

4.1.1. COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH
Compressive strength of the samples was measured according to NEN-EN 12390-3 stan-
dard. The strength of 1, 3, 5, 14, 28, 56, 91 days of the two mixes were checked which are
presented below in table 4.1 and graph figure 4.1.

Table 4.1 gives an overview of measured cube compressive strength over time. 3 cubes
were measured at every age and an average of those 3 cube samples were taken as the
cube compressive strength for the respective number of days.
From the graph, strength development over time of the concrete can be studied. It is
evident that there is an increase in the strength up to 28 days. And the rate of increase
of the strength slows down till 56 days. However, a slight increase in rate of strength
development can be seen after 56 days. RAMAC C28/35-2 and RAMAC C33/43 shows a
similar trend of strength development. It can be seen in the graph that RAMAC C28/35-2
shows an increasing trend of strength development from day 1 to day 91. And for RAMAC
C28/35-2 mix, there is less increase in strength between 5 and 15 days compared to that
of RAMAC C33/43. But if the strength between 28 and 91 days are compared, RAMAC
C28/35-2 shows a higher increase compared to that of C33/43.

Table 4.1: Overview of measured compressive strength values according to time (Tests done in Jansen and
Sqape laboratory)



4.1. MATERIAL BEHAVIOUR

4

45

Cube strengths corresponding to every age can be seen in the table 4.1. This gave the
mean value of cube compressive strength which was further used to determine the char-
acteristic cube strength using fck = fcm −8. This value further multiplied with a factor of
0.8 gave the characteristic cylinder strength of the concrete.

So at 28 days, for C28/35, the mean cube strength in table 4.1 is 42.3N /mm2 which gave,
characteristic cube strength as 42.3−8 ≈ 35N /mm2 and
characteristic cylinder strength as 35∗0.8 = 28N /mm2.
This is how the strength class was decided as C28/35 and same way for C33/43 as well.

Figure 4.1: Development of compressive strength with time

Secondly, EC clause 3.1.2(6) expression:

fcm(t ) =βcc (t ) fcm

is used to estimate the strength development according to time to further compare it
to obtained trend of strength development of the mix used. This expression was formu-
lated for normal cement concrete.

βcc (t ) = exp

{
s

[
1− ( 28

t

) 1
2

]}
0.20 for Class R (rapid hardening); cement of strength classes CEM 42,5R, CEM 52,5N
and CEM 52,5R
0.25 for Class N (normal hardening); cement of strength classes CEM 42,5N and CEM
32,5R
0.38 for Class S (slow hardening); cement of strength class CEM 32,5N.

Here, the factor "s" is initially taken as 0.20 assuming class R according to the observed
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hardening behaviour (rapid) of this type of concrete. The comparison of estimated and
experimental strength development can be seen in the figure 4.2 and 4.3 and the calcu-
lated table in the appendix A.2.2

Figure 4.2: Strength development over time for RAMAC C33/43 taking "s"=0.2
(Eurocode 2 estimation vs measured)

Figure 4.3: Strength development over time for RAMAC C28/35-2 taking "s"=0.2
(Eurocode 2 estimation vs measured)

Graphs shown in figures 4.2 and 4.3 show comparison between the strength develop-
ment with age estimated using EC vs measured from the experiment. " fck (t ) (calculated
using EC)" represents the curve drawn with the values obtained calculated using the
expression for fcm(t ). Then fck (t ) was calculated using determined fcm(t ) and plotted
along with the " fck (experiment)" which represents the cylinder compressive strength
obtained from measuring in the lab. In figure 4.2, for RAMAC C33/43, both the lines
align with each other quite closely. The ratio to observe the difference in both can be
seen in table 4.2. However, at 5 and 56 days, the ratio between measured and estimated
values come less than 1. This decrease of ratio is also seen at 3, 14, 28 and 56 days in
RAMAC C28/35-2.
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Table 4.2: EC calculated vs measured (experimental) compressive strength over time for both RAMAC C33/43
and RAMAC C28/35-2

In the classification of "s" value, for class S, cement is of strength class CEM 32,5N. Here,
one of the concrete mixes has the same strength (RAMAC C33/43). Then, the estimation
was calculated taking "s" values as 0.25 (Class N) and 0.38 (Class S) as well for one mix
to check and compare the variation. Values 0.25 and 0.38 has cement strength classes
32,5R and 32,5N respectively.

Figure 4.4: Strength development over time for RAMAC C33/43 taking "s"=0.25
(Eurocode 2 estimation vs measured)



4.1. MATERIAL BEHAVIOUR 4. RESULTS & DISCUSSIONS

Figure 4.5: Strength development over time for RAMAC C33/43 taking "s"=0.38
(Eurocode 2 estimation vs measured)

Comparing all three (graphs) figures 4.2, 4.4 and 4.5 for RAMAC C33/43 with different
values of "s", it is observed that the closest values between measured and estimated are
obtained when s = 0.20 is taken which was initially assumed. So, the classification of
factor "s" given in EC2 seems to be fine for the concrete mix RAMAC C33/43 as well
given that the hardening of concrete observed is rapid. To check the accuracy of other
"s" values given, samples of concrete with varying nature of hardening can be taken to
estimate and further compared. Similarly, looking at the strength development of RA-
MAC C28/35-2, it can be observed that there is a significant difference in the strength
development estimated vs measured. most of the measured strengths being less than
the estimated ones. The non uniformity in this measured curve of RAMAC C28/35-2
could be due to the composition of concrete.

Additionally, from all these observations, it is can be inferred that the expression used
to estimate mean compressive strength development in normal concrete cannot be en-
tirely relied on for estimating that for GPC mainly looking at the measured-calculated
ratio of RAMAC C28/35-2.
However, this can be said only for the geopolymer concrete mix used in this project and
not for other mixes. Geopolymer concrete can vary in mix proportions. Compressive
strength of concrete depends on factors like type of alkaline activator, curing conditions,
aggregate binder ratio, etc [8]. Thus, a general conclusion for all GPC concrete cannot
be given in this regard about Eurocode expression not being applicable for calculating
strength over time.



4.1. MATERIAL BEHAVIOUR

4

49

4.1.2. SPLIT TENSILE STRENGTH

Table 4.3 below shows the values of splitting tensile strength that were measured in lab
over time (1, 3, 5, 14, 28, 56, 91 days). 3 cubes were tested per mix at a time and the
average of that 3 has been taken as the mean splitting tensile strength.

Table 4.3: Overview of measure Splitting tensile strength according to age (Tests done in Jansen and Sqape
laboratory)
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Figure 4.6: Development of split tensile strength with time

In the figure 4.6, the development of splitting tensile strength can be studied. It is clear
that the development is not quite uniform throughout. For RAMAC C28/35-2, there is a
drop in strength after 5 days till 14 days and then a rise and again a slight decrease giv-
ing an average split tensile strength value of 4.22 MPa at 91 days which is the same as 28
days. In case of RAMAC C33/43, a continuous decrease can be seen after 14 days till 56
days and then a rise eventually resulting an average split tensile strength value of 5.07
MPa at 91 days.

Figure 4.7: Comparison of split tensile strength over time (Calculated from cylinder compressive strength vs
average split tensile strength measured in the lab)
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Figure 4.7 shows a comparison of between split tensile strength over time calculated
vs measured in lab for both the mixes. In the graph, "calculated using compressive
strength" refers to the split tensile strength valued determined using the expression:

fctm = 0.3∗ f 2/3
ck

where fck is the measured cylinder compressive strength and further using the relation:

fct = 0.9∗ fct ,sp to get the split tensile strength, fct ,sp .
It is then plotted to compare with the measured average split tensile strength of the
mixes.

It can be seen in figure 4.7 that for RAMAC C28/35-2, the measured curve is higher than
the one drawn calculating with measured fck using EC expression. For RAMAC C33/43,
the curve drawn using measured values shows non uniform strength development at 56
days, the split tensile strength is lower than the calculated one.

Table 4.4: calculated vs measured split tensile strength over time for both RAMAC C33/43 and RAMAC
C28/35-2

Table 4.4 is the tabular representation of figure 4.7. For both the mixes all the values of
measured-calculated ratio can be seen more than 1 except for RAMAC C33/43 at 56 days.



4.1. MATERIAL BEHAVIOUR 4. RESULTS & DISCUSSIONS

Figure 4.8: Ratio between splitting tensile
strength and compressive strength (RAMAC

C33/43)

Figure 4.9: Ratio between splitting tensile
strength and compressive strength (RAMAC

C28/35-2)

Furthermore, the ratio between splitting tensile strength and compressive strength of
these concrete mixes were compared with EC2 shown in figures 4.8 and 4.9. The ’mea-
sured’ values shown in the graph refers to the observed splitting tensile strength and
compressive strength during the test.’EC2’ refers to the calculated values of compressive
strength and tensile strength using Eurocode 2 expressions for these. The calculated re-
sults has been presented in the appendix section A.2.3.

It can be seen that the ratio between between splitting tensile strength and compressive
strength of both the mixes doesn’t show a consistent trend. However, almost all of them
have higher ratio that the one given by EC2. For RAMAC 33/43, the results are spread
more than that of RAMAC C28/35-2.

While majority results can be observed to be higher than the EC2 line, the inconsistent
trend of results does not give a clear indication of the overall idea of the relationship
between splitting tensile strength and compressive strength of these concrete mixes.
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4.2. BEAM RESULTS

This section comprises of all the obtained results done in Stevin Laboratory for analysing
bending/shear/cracks. For comparison, predictions were made prior the experiment
using Eurocode models. These predictive models for shear, bending and cracks all were
done with following approaches and the results are used accordingly where needed:

1. Using all mean values (to get the results closer to experimental values making it
more comparable)

2. Using all design values (to compare and check the applicability of Eurocode)

4.2.1. CRACK PATTERNS VISUALISATION & FAILURE MODES:

Table 4.5 showing groups of beams with observed respective failure modes according to
shear span ratio and amount of tensile reinforcement is presented below.

Table 4.5: General overview of results of all the beams showing the loads at different stages and respective
failure modes
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Table 4.5 gives a general overview of all the beams distinguished according to different
parameters with the resulting cracking load, yielding load and ultimate load observed
from the experiment. First cracking load refers to the load that was noted during the ex-
periment when first crack was seen. Yielding load was taken as the approximate value
observing from the load-deflection graph and maximum failure load refers to the ulti-
mate load before the beams failed; this data was recorded in the testing machine. These
values can be seen in load deflection diagrams too. For beam 19 and 21, the yielding of
reinforcement could not be observed in the load-deflection diagram. This could be an
indication that the beam failed before yielding of reinforcement with a brittle failure.

The judgement of failure modes shown in the last column of table 4.5 for these beams
were made using experimental observation, the resulting crack and deflection and from
the literature study (elaboration in section 2.2.1) about failure modes in normal rein-
forced cement concrete beams. An overview of failed beams and respective load deflec-
tion curve for few groups of beam are shown as follows.

Here, the crack development of one beam per group is shown since each group has the
same properties and loading conditions and respective failure type. However, remaining
pictures of all other beams not shown here are attached in the appendix A.7.
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Figure 4.10: Crack propagation in beam 3

Figure 4.10 above shows how the cracks initiate as vertical flexure crack around mid sec-
tion in the early stages. They slowly extends upwards resulting in crushing of concrete
in the final stage for beam 3 which can be seen in the last picture of 4.10. The failure
observed was ductile. The failure crack can be seen in precisely around the midspan at
compression zone.

In figure 4.11, as shown, the first crack appeared at 25 kN force (noted during the exper-
iment). This observation was made and noted during the experiment. Yielding of rein-
forcement can be noticed at 220 kN after which the concrete compressive zone crushed
resulting in failure at 240 kN. This can also be seen in figure 4.10.
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Figure 4.11: Load deflection curves of beam 3 showing the cracking (Fcr ), yielding (Fy ) and ultimate load (Fu )

Similar failure pattern was seen in beams 1, 2, 13, 14, 15 as well which can be clearly
seen in the load-deflection diagram below 4.12 and the pictures of respective beams with
respective loads at different steps are attached in appendix A.4 and A.7.

Figure 4.12: Load deflection curves of beam group 1-2-3-13-14-15
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Figure 4.13: Crack propagation in beam 8

From figure 4.13, it can be observed that the cracks started from bottom as flexure cracks
concentrated at center portion of the beam, gradually spreading towards the supports.
The first crack started at 50 kN (figure 4.14). Formation of diagonal crack can be seen in
further stages. The governing crack here is the same diagonal/shear crack which further
gives rise to formation of a compressive strut after crushing of concrete in compression
zone (third figure). The failure is brittle and can be pronounced as shear compression
failure mode as discussed in the literature 2.2.1. In the ultimate stage, concrete spalling
could be seen at the compression zone (figure 4.13). The failure crack can be seen under
the point load within part the of beam without shear reinforcement
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Figure 4.14: Load deflection curves of beam 8 showing the cracking (Fcr ), yielding (Fy ) and ultimate load (Fu )

Figure 4.14 shows the load deflection curve for beam 8 where it can be seen that the
first crack was seen at 50 kN (noted during the experiment), yielding of reinforcement at
204.25 kN (approximate value taken from the graph) and finally failure at 248 kN. Beams
7, 9 showed a similar failure pattern as well. The load deflection diagrams of these beams
can be seen in figure below. The loads at different of loading along with pictures for these
beams can be found in A.4 and A.7.

Figure 4.15: Load deflection curves of beam group 7-8-9
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Figure 4.16: Crack propagation in beam 22

Similarly, in figure 4.16, failure type seen in beams 22 can be categorised under flexure
shear failure as it grows from flexure shear cracks developing a critical inclined shear
crack as a governing one. The failure was observed to be brittle. In early stages, the
cracks started at 23 kN and which followed by formation of flexure-shear cracks near
the supports. These cracks grew towards compression zone causing that flexure crack to
become a critical inclined crack at ultimate loading (174 kN). The failure crack was seen
under the point load within part of the beam without shear reinforcement.

Figure 4.17: Load deflection curves of beam 22 showing the cracking (Fcr ), yielding (Fy ) and ultimate load
(Fu )
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Figure 4.18: Load deflection curves of beams 22, 23, 24

Few obtained experimental results were further compared with few data obtained from
past experiments for normal cement concrete of similar range parameters taken from
shear database [4]. The closest possible values were taken to observe their failure modes
and compare with similar GPC beams used in this research.

Table 4.6: failure mode comparison with some past research database ([4])
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For beams taken in table 4.6, the compressive strength at the day of testing are quite
close in range. For all the samples taken, for both the normal concrete beam group and
geopolymer concrete beam group, it shows a shear failure. However, some variation can
be seen in values of a/d ratio and reinforcement percentage. But if beam group 7, 8, 9
is compared with Sherwood et al. samples, it is quite comparable and both the beam
group show a shear failure.

This, however, is just a small number of data found within the range of tested beams.

The predictions about failure modes made before the experiment calculating the bend-
ing and shear capacity and checking the governing one, all the GPC beams tested com-
plied with the predicted failure modes. Considering the comparison between past re-
search and the experiments and the similarity of failure modes in predictions and out-
come, it can be said that reinforced GPC beams behave the same way as reinforced OPC
concrete beams in regard to the failure mode.
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4.2.2. SHEAR CAPACITY

12 of the beams (the part of the bridge they would be used for did fulfil the requirement
of having enough resistance without shear reinforcement) without shear reinforcement
were designed to fail in shear to check the shear capacity and study this behaviour for
GPC. Mostly those beams results will be used to analyse this section. The predicted val-
ues in table 4.7 were calculated using mean values. Values used and calculations are
attached in appendix A.2.5

Mean values here refers to fcm , fym , CRm,c which was used instead of design values ( fcd ,
fyd , CRd ,c ) in the formulae used assuming that the experimental results would be more
comparable to the predicted results (Eurocode being more conservative with design val-
ues).

The model given by Eurocode 2 for calculating shear resistance without shear reinforce-
ment is given as,
VRd ,c = [CRd ,c k(100ρl fck )1/3 +k1σcp ]bw d > (vmi n +k1σcp )bw d

In this model, σcp is stress due to axial loading/prestressing and is not taken here for
calculations because although the bridge was prestressed, beams casted for testing were
not and thus this component of prestressing was not taken into account.

Table 4.7 shows a comparison between predictive and experimental ultimate shear ca-
pacity for beams failed in shear. Results are shown in groups of beams with similar prop-
erties. The beam groups vary according to distance between load and support and rein-
forcement in tensile zone. The first experiment was done for beam 10 followed by 11 and
12 to identify the load trasfer from load to support and to decide the distance between
load and support for other beams.
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Table 4.7: Summary of results of beams failed in shear (Predicted and Experimental)

Shear resistance in table 4.7 was calculated using compressive strength for that particu-
lar date the experiment was carried out. The dates and respective compressive strength
approximated from the measured strengths has been shown in appendix A.1.

It can clearly be seen in table 4.7 that for all the beams failed in shear, the test predic-
tion ratios for ultimate shear force are greater than 1 giving an indication that it would
be fine to calculate shear resistance using EC models for Geopolymer concrete. How-
ever, a statistical evaluation needs to be done to reach to a concrete conclusion to prove
that it is safe. The predictive results obtained in the table above were calculated using
mean values which are higher than the design values since partial safety factors are not
included and still the experimental results are higher giving a positive mark about using
EC2.

Figure 4.19: Shear capacity of Beam group 7, 8, 9 (experimental vs analytical)

Figure 4.20: Shear capacity of Beam group 22, 23, 24 (experimental vs analytical)
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Figures 4.19 and 4.20 show the comparison between analytical and experimental results
for beam groups 7, 8, 9 and 22, 23, 24. Table 4.8 below shows a clear comparison between
beams 7, 8, 9 and beams 22, 23, 24. The only difference between beam group 7, 8, 9 and
22, 23, 24 was that, beams 22, 23, 24 were reversed upside down which changed the num-
ber and diameter of reinforcement in the tensile region decreasing the overall amount of
tensile reinforcement. Amount of decrease in shear resistance of concrete with decrease
in reinforcement in tensile region can be seen.

Table 4.8: Comparison showing decrease in shear capacity due to decrease in reinforcement in tensile zone

There is a 24.5 % decrease in predicted shear capacity with 57.32 % decrease in rein-
forcement area which is expected because Asl (area of tensile reinforcement) in shear
resistance design equation VRd ,c (6.2.a, EN-1992-1-1) takes takes into account the diam-
eter and number of reinforcement. But a higher decrease (31.36%) in shear capacity can
be seen from the experimental results (i.e, for GPC).
However, overall capacity is still greater than the calculated capacity which is a positive
sign.
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Figure 4.21: Shear resistance comparison (Experimental vs analytical) according to shear-span ratio

The bar chart above (figure 4.21) helps to understand the influence of span-depth ratio.
The shear resistance of 3 other beams (10,11,12) which are similar to previously com-
pared beams (7,8,9) but the a/d ratio are different. A distinct effect of a/d ratio can be
noticed by the trend of decrease in shear capacity with increase in a/d ratio. Looking at
the results of VRd ,canal y t i cal which is same for all the three beams gives an additional in-
dication that shear resistance doesn’t directly take into account the a/d ratio in the shear
model (EC 6.2.a) as discussed earlier about factors influencing in section 2.2.3. This is
still a matter of discussion in Eurocode for concrete structures. However, it can be said
that clearly there is an influence of a/d ratio for shear capacity in GPC.

One of another important factors affecting the shear resistance is compressive strength.
The formula to determine the shear resistance also takes strength factor ( fck )1/3. The
strength class of all the beams failed in shear was the same. So study the influence of
this factor, beam groups 7, 8, 9 and 22, 23, 24 were considered taking the actual cylin-
der compressive strength at the day of testing which was approximated using measured
compressive strengths for other days.

Figure 4.22: Influence of compressive strength on shear capacity- beams 7, 8, 9

Figure 4.23: Influence of compressive strength on shear capacity- beams 22, 23, 24
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Figures 4.22 and figure 4.23 shows the effect of compressive strength on shear capac-
ity. For beam 7, 8, 9, there is an increase in shear capacity with increase in compressive
strength for one beam but for another beam it slightly decreases. Looking at these fig-
ures, nothing concrete can be concluded because firstly, the compressive strength varia-
tion among these beams is very small and secondly, the compressive strength taken was
approximated and it is not 100% accurate.

CHECKING THE ACCURACY OF EUROCODE FOR GPC:

Towards evaluating and supporting the predictive accuracy of shear model EC (eq. 6.2 a)
given in the Eurocode for Geopolymer concrete, comparisons and analysis using calcu-
lations with actual design values (and not characteristic value) were done which includes
safety factors as well. This was done to answer one of the research questions regarding
how accurate would Eurocode be for GPC. Along with design values, the compressive
strength was also taken as 28 days and not the one at actual day of testing.

The predictive calculations made in this whole section is done this way; using entirely
as it is in the EC (using design values)

Figure 4.24: Graphical Comparison of prediction of EC2 with experimental results
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The observations about test prediction ratios from these comparisons shown in fig-
ure 4.24 being more than 1 and also more than previously calculated test prediction ra-
tios for the calculations made using mean values is pretty obvious because of the fact
that design values in EC models make it more conservative.

Table 4.9: Comparison of ultimate shear force and test prediction ratios for GPC beams with that of normal
cement concrete from past database [4]

Furthermore, some shear test data from past within the range of Geopolymer beams
tested were taken to compare the ultimate shear force shown in table 4.9. All of these
beams failed in shear. Taking the GPC beam group 7, 8, 9 and comparing it with Sher-
wood wide beams (normal cement concrete) which has similar parameters, the ultimate
shear force is quite close. Additionally, the test results were compared to analytically cal-
culated values using Eurocode 2. The test to prediction ratio can be seen less than the
ones tested in this thesis for Geopolymer concrete using Eurocode 2. This clearly infers
that EC2 is more conservative for GPC than normal cement concrete.
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Behaviour of different parameters in shear resistance observed in experiment com-
pared with EC2 calculations are shown as follows.

Figure 4.25: Influence of a/d on
( Vexp

Vpr e

)
EC 2

In figure 4.25, it can be seen that with a increase in span to depth ratio, the test to pre-
diction ratio gradually decreases. From fig 4.21 and 4.25, it can be inferred that the shear
resistance is underestimated this way for a lower a/d ratio if EC models are used to cal-
culate the shear resistance and vice versa. However, due to lack of data for higher a/d
ratio, the latter still remains to be discussed.

Figure 4.26: Influence of effective depth on( Vexp
Vpr e

)
EC 2

Figure 4.27: Influence of reinforcement on( Vexp
Vpr e

)
EC 2

Similarly,the influence of effective depth and reinforcement ratio in shear resistance can
be seen in figures 4.26 and 4.27. A decrease in test to prediction ratio can be seen with
increase in effective depth of beam cross section. Secondly, higher test prediction ratio
is observed with higher reinforcement ratio. This could indicate that EC underestimates
the shear capacity for higher reinforcement ratio. However, it should be noted that out
of these observations about influencing parameters, only the effect of a/d can be clearly
pronounced. This is because within the beams tested and observed for effective depth
and amount of reinforcement, other parameters vary too and not just those parameters
alone.
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4.2.3. BENDING CAPACITY

Out of the beams tested, 12 of them were designed to fail in flexure: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 13, 14,
15, 16, 17, 18. These are the beams which had shear reinforcement throughout. Bending
moment in table 4.10 was calculated using compressive strength for that particular date
the experiment was carried out. The dates and respective compressive strength approx-
imated from the measured strengths has been shown in appendix A.1.

Table 4.10: Summary of results of beams failed in bending (Predicted and experimental)

Table 4.10 shows an overview of experimentally obtained ultimate moment along with
analytically predicted ultimate moment for all the beams which failed in bending. The
predicted values for ultimate bending moment presented in this table were calculated
using mean values. Beams are categorised in groups depending on the variables the
cross section dimensions, reinforcement ratios and concrete compresssive strength. Al-
though a/d ratio is varying too, it is not of importance in bending moment calculation
as it is a cross section analysis. From the general overview of results, it can be seen that
all the test results are more than that of the calculated ones. This can also be seen in bar
charts presented below.

Figure 4.28: Ultimate moment - Experimental vs Analytical (beams 1, 2, 3, 13, 14, 15)



4.2. BEAM RESULTS 4. RESULTS & DISCUSSIONS

Figure 4.29: Ultimate moment comparison - Experimental vs Analytical (beams 4, 5, 6)

Figure 4.30: Ultimate moment comparison - Experimental vs Analytical (beams 16, 17, 18)
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M-KAPPA DIAGRAMS:
In reinforced concrete beam, there are phases defined until it reaches failure as discussed
in literature section 2.2.5. The experimental cracking moment (Mcr ) in the experimen-
tally obtained graph can be distinguished by observing an initial deviation of the linear
slope in M −κ diagram. Secondly, the experimental yielding moment (My ), is when the
curve starts deviating and showing a flat pattern. Lastly, the ultimate bending moment
(Mu) is when the beams fails after reaching its ultimate load.

M−κ diagrams according to beam groups are shown in figures below where these phases
can be distinguished. The analytical calculation of M −κ diagrams are attached in the
appendix A.2.7 and all the experimental M −κ for individual beams are attached in ap-
pendix A.5

Figure 4.31: M −κ diagram of beams 1, 2, 3, 13, 14,15 (experimental vs calculated); distance between loads for
these beams = 1000 mm

Figure 4.32: M −κ diagram of beams 4, 5, 6, 16, 17, 18 (experimental vs calculated); distance between loads for
beams 4, 5, 6 = 300 mm and for beams 16, 17, 18 = 500 mm
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For beam group [1, 2, 3, 13, 14, 15], calculated vs obtained experimental doesn’t show
a large difference as beam group [4, 5, 6, 16, 17, 18]. The prediction for second group un-
derestimates the moments after linear elastic phase. To evaluate kappa, experimental
EI was calculated using four point deflection formula (appendix A.2.6). Following this
approach, stiffness is assumed to be average throughout the beam while in reality the
stiffness at the mid section (constant moment region or distance between the applied
loads) is less than the stiffness near the end supports. This leads to higher experimental
curvature for the given moment.

Table 4.11: Summary of predicted and experimental results for each phases

Table 4.11 shows experimentally obtained and the calculated cracking moment, yield-
ing moment and ultimate moment. The experimental values shown in the table were
taken from the M −κ diagrams drawn for each beam which can be found in appendix
A.5. As mentioned in previous section, it should be noted that after cracking of concrete,
the stiffness is not constant in the beam and thus the calculated values of My (exp) and
Mu(exp) is not 100% accurate. Comparing both the results, it is clear that the predicted
moment at yielding and ultimate moment are lower than that of obtained from the ex-
periment. However, observing the comparison of cracking moment of beam group [1, 2,
3, 13, 14, 15] and beam 18, cracking seems to have started before the prediction.
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Effect of different parameters:
The factors influencing moment capacity of concrete are compressive strength, rein-
forcement ratio, stiffness, cross section dimensions, stress-strain relation of concrete etc.
Results in regard to these areas are presented below.

Figure 4.33: Flexure behaviour with varying compressive strength and reinforcement ratio

Graph 4.33 shows the experimental comparison of M-κ between beam groups [4, 5, 6]
and [7, 8, 9] which varies in compressive strength and the amount of tensile reinforce-
ment. The cracking moment seems similar in both beam groups. To determine the
cracking moment analytically, mean axial tensile strength is used which is dependent on
compressive strength. But due to the similarity in cracking moment results in these two
groups, it can be assumed that compressive strength doesn’t have a major effect here.
However, the yielding moment of beam group [4, 5, 6] is visibly lower than that of group
[7, 8, 9]. This is possibly because reinforcement percentage is more in [7, 8, 9]. This
shows that the reinforcement ratio has greater effect in bending than the compressive
strength. The ultimate moment here cannot be compared as both beams had a different
failure mode (Beam [7, 8, 9] failed in shear). In a normal reinforced cement concrete,
before the occurrence of crack the tensile stress in concrete is taken by concrete tensile
strength and in this phase, reinforcement does not have any role. The results suggest a
similar behaviour for GPC in terms of dependency with compressive strength and the
amount of reinforcement.
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Figure 4.34: Behaviour with varying reinforcement ratio

Similarly, looking at figure 4.34, the effect of reinforcement ratio is realized as it is vis-
ibly clear, the difference in yielding moment between two groups [11, 12] and [22, 23,
24] which differs only by the amount of tensile reinforcement. To predict the yielding
moment analytically, moment equilibrium is used and the force exerted by steel is de-
pendent on the area of reinforcement. From this it can be said that the amount of rein-
forcement has an effect in bending.
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CHECKING THE ACCURACY OF EUROCODE:

Towards evaluating and supporting the predictive accuracy of shear model EC (eq. 6.2
a) given in the Eurocode, comparisons and analysis using the calculations with actual
design values (and not characteristic value) were done which includes safety factors as
well. To prove the accuracy of certain model, sufficient number of tests should be carried
out and here in this part, tested number (for shear) is 12.
Table 4.12 shows the comparison

Table 4.12: Comparison between EC2 and calculated values
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Figure 4.35: Comparison of prediction of EC2 with experimental results

From the table and graph above the experimental ultimate bending moment can be
seen higher than that of calculated one. The mean of test to prediction ratios is 1.31
which clearly indicates that the analytically calculated ultimate capacities can be con-
servative to use for Geopolymer concrete.

Figure 4.36: Influence of amount of tensile reinforcement on
( Mu,exp

Mpr e

)
EC 2

It is observed in figure 4.36 that as the reinforcement in tension region increases, mo-
ment capacity increases as well. This effect has already been discussed earlier too. But
looking at the figure above, it can be said that for a higher reinforcement value, analyt-
ically calculated values can be more conservative for calculating moment capacities for
Geopolymer concrete.
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4.2.4. CRACK BEHAVIOUR

CRACK SPACING

Table 4.13: Measured and calculated maximum crack spacing of all the beams

Figure 4.37: Crack spacing of beam 1 for reference

Table 4.13 shows the crack spacing values obtained from the experiment and the ones
calculated for each beam. In each row, all the spacing measured are noted (like shown
in fig 4.37) and the maximum of all the values are taken and then compared with the
calculated maximum crack spacing using EC expression 7.11:

Sr,max = k3c +k1k2k4φ/ρp,e f f
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Measured crack spacing refers to the ones obtained from the experiment and these
measurement were done scaling the actual dimension of the beam to Autocad and
measuring the spacing between the cracks of the beam after failure. Measured spacing
for all the beams from experiment can be seen in appendix section A.6. The measured
crack spacing however would not be 100% accurate because measuring in Autocad it
was measured linearly and in reality there is a curvature while the beam bends.

Looking at the test prediction ratios, clearly, for almost all the beams, the (experi-
mental) measured maximum spacing is less than that of the calculated one. From EC
expression, crack width is directly proportional to maximum crack spacing. So, higher
the crack spacing, larger will be the crack width. Here almost all the test-prediction
ratios are less than 1. The actual crack spacing being less than the predicted ones is a
positive mark towards using EC for calculating spacing for GPC as well. However, 3 of
the beams had larger spacing than the predicted ones which still restricts from relying
on EC entirely on this regard.

A clearer comparison chart of the same can be seen in the figure 4.38 as well. It
can be seen that in almost all the beams, experimentally measured crack spacing is less
than that of calculated ones.

Figure 4.38: Crack spacing (Experimental vs prediction)
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The expression for Sr,max shows that crack spacing depends on bar diameter, effective
reinforcement ratio, cover and "k" factors.

Figure 4.39: Influence of bar diameter of

tension zone on
(

Sr,max (exp)
Sr,max (pr e)

)
EC 2

Figure 4.40: Influence of effective

reinforcement on
(

Sr,max (exp)
Sr,max (pr e)

)
EC 2

In figures 4.39 and 4.40, the effect of bar diameter and effective reinforcement ratio in
the test prediction ratio have been shown. A clear effect of increasing either of the factors
cannot be observed from this graph. From the formula, Sr,max is directly proportional to
the bar diameter and inversely proportional to effective reinforcement ratio. However, in
figure 4.40, a slight increase in maximum spacing can be seen with increase in effective
reinforcement ratio which is against the formula. A concrete conclusion about these
influence couldn’t be pronounced from observing these graph.
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CRACK WIDTH

In order to analyse the crack openings in the beams, LVDTs were placed. The drawings of
positions of LVDTs with dimensions for each beam are attached in appendix A.1. These
LVDTs gave the measure of crack widths. Alternatively, crack widths were measured
using crack measuring scale after certain load steps. All these manually measured crack
widths can be found in appendix A.7 and tables where all these measurements are noted
down. Calculations to determine crack width at yielding moment was done using EC
expression 7.8:

Wk = Sr,max (εsm −εcm).

Using this expression, stresses at different moment were calculated to give crack
widths at different phases. This has been further plotted in figure 4.41 to compare with
experimentally obtained crack widths measured using LVDTs.

Figure 4.41: Comparison of calculated crack width and LVDT measured crack width- Beam 1 (top) and Beam 2
(bottom)
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Figure 4.41 shows comparison of crack widths with increasing moment for beam 1 and
beam 2. LVDT 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 were the bottom LVDTs in these beams. The green curve show-
ing calculated crack width was determined for stage before yielding and all other exper-
imental curves show the crack width even after yielding till the failure. Looking at both
the curves, a clear distinction can be seen. Crack widths from the experiment are more
than the calculated one for the corresponding moment in both the cases. It should be
noted that the LVDTs being straight measure the exact horizontal cracks and doesn’t take
curvature into account. In reality, the beam has certain curvature after it starts deflect-
ing. While taking these LVDT crack width values and plotting the graph, the curvature
was neglected. Had it been considered and had approximate crack width been calcu-
lated then the crack widths plotted for LVDTs would be even larger. But the formula to
calculate crack width only takes the steel stain and deducts the concrete strain, which in
reality is present. The crack width value given by LVDT measures both concrete strain as
well as steel strain. Calculations done for crack width can be found in appendix section
A.2.5.

Figure 4.42: Comparison of calculated crack width and LVDT measured crack width- Beam 4 (top) and Beam 5
(bottom)
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Similarly, the distinction of calculated and LVDT measured can be seen for beams 4 and
5 in figure 4.42.
The part of beam within which LVDTs were placed, values (from crack width card) from
that part is only to be taken to maintain a basis of comparison.

Figure 4.43: Crack width comparison for beam 1

Figure 4.44: Crack width comparison for beam 3

In the graphs, 2,3,4,5,6 of the legend denotes the LVDT numbers. It is represented seeing
the cracks between those LVDTs.
A difference in the graph of measured widths and widths from LVDT displacements can
be seen. This could be because of the fact that LVDT readings give the value of extreme
bottom fibre of the beam whereas manually measuring the cracks, no any strict rule was
decided (was measured at approx 30 mm above the bottom fibre; sometimes more and
sometimes less). There is a chance that sometimes it could have been measured at the
level of reinforcement which would give a less value because of the concrete and steel
bond at that point.

Similar difference could be observed in other beams whose results are attached in
the appendix.



5
CONCLUSIONS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS

This chapter consists of a summary of all the results obtained and conclusions derived
from those results followed by a discussion to answer the research questions of this re-
search. Furthermore, limitations and possible research recommendations for future has
been suggested.
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5.1. CONCLUSIONS

5.1.1. FAILURE MODES
The governing failure modes were observed as it was predicted using EC2 calculations
i.e. either it will fail in shear or bending.

5.1.2. MATERIAL PROPERTIES

• Studying the compressive strength behaviour from tests and predictions 4.1.1, it
can be concluded that the formula for predicting the compressive strength with
age, given for normal cement concrete in EC (3.1.2(6)) can be a give a good esti-
mation for that of GPC as well. However, it is still uncertain if this formula can be
used to estimate the strength development of GPC.

• The split tensile strength values that were estimated using EC2 expression with
the function of compressive strength were less than the measured values of split
tensile strength except for RAMAC 33/43 at 56 days.

• The ratios between splitting tensile strength and compressive strength were ob-
served to be higher than the relationship given by EC2 at all ages but one i.e. for
RAMAC C33/43 at 56 days.

5.1.3. SHEAR
• Comparing the test results and predictions (using both mean and design values), it

is observed that shear resistance using EC formula (6.2.a) seems to be conservative
for calculating shear capacity of geopolymer concrete.

• Studying factors that influence the shear capacity from the obtained results, it was
observed that amount of tensile reinforcement and a/d ratio has similar effect on
shear resistance to that of reinforced normal concrete.

• When the obtained shear capacities for GPC was compared with the shear
database of OPC with similar configurations, similar shear capacity was observed
for both the type of concrete.

5.1.4. BENDING
• For beams failed in bending, the experimentally obtained yielding and ultimate

moment were observed to be higher than predicted analytically. But the cracking
moment for a beam group showed a lower experimental value.

• Comparing the cracking moment between beams with different strengths, it was
seen that compressive strength did not show a major effect in the bending be-
haviour.
Further, to study the influence of different parameters on ultimate moment, both
concrete beam groups with varying compressive strength and tensile reinforce-
ment ratio showed that ultimate moment is directly proportional to the compres-
sive strength and reinforcement ratio.
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5.1.5. CRACK
• The predicted load at which first crack would occur was close to the actual crack

that was observed in the experiment. This can be seen in table 4.11. Cracking
moment calculated using the experimental results was observed to be close to the
predicted cracking moment.

• The maximum crack spacing observed in the experiments for almost all the beams
were less than that of analytically calculated ones. However, 3 of the beams had
larger maximum spacing than the predicted maximum crack spacing.

• In case of crack width, the calculated crack widths before yielding at various mo-
ments were less than the actual crack widths measured for corresponding mo-
ments obtained from the experiment (LVDT).

5.2. DISCUSSION REGARDING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

1. What are the observed mechanical behaviour like tensile and compressive
strength of the concrete mix used here? Can EC2 estimations for predicting
these behaviour according to time formulated for normal cement concrete be
used for GPC as well?

The compressive strength development (at ages 1, 3, 5, 14, 28, 56, 91 days)
although the values in the graphs plotted for estimated and experimental mea-
sured values were close and most of the test prediction ratios were more than 1,
some were still less than 1. Due to this reason, it still remains uncertain that EC2
expression can be used to estimate compressive strength over time. However, this
can be only said for the GPC mix used here. Some research done in the past for
GPC also show higher compressive strength than that of OPC concrete but GPC in
itself can vary in mix proportions, curing conditions etc. which can influence the
results.
To study the β factor, initial assumption made for the factor ’s’ (=0.20) to predict
the strength at given age, which in EC2 is taken based on the nature of hardening
of concrete showed to be the best fit for the concrete mix RAMAC C33/43. To
check the accuracy of other ’s’ values, samples with normal and slow hardening
concrete mix can be tested in the future. The same value of ’s’ however for RAMAC
C28/35-2 did not show very close comparison. A possible way to deal with this
would be to modify ’s’ factor to make it safe for all types of GPC. But due to the
non uniformity observed in the rate of strength development of RAMAC C28/35-2,
a better approach could also be to first study factors influencing the strength
development in concrete composition of this type of concrete.

For splitting tensile strength, almost all the measured values were higher than the
ones calculated using EC2 but the splitting tensile strength development over time
for these two mixes were not uniform and a clear indication from the measured
values could not be inferred. Additionally, the relationship between compressive
strength and tensile strength of these mixes with respect to relationship given by
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EC2 was checked and it was seen that the ratios of both the mixes from measured
values did not show a consistent trend. Thus, proper implication could not be
drawn about the behaviour of the mixes. However, almost all the obtained ratios
were higher than the EC2 ratio (except for RAMAC C33/43) and seemed to be
conservative for the mixes used here.
The inconsistency in the tensile strength development could be due to number of
other factors influencing the material behavior of these mixes.

2. How do the failure modes look like? Is the crack initiation, crack propagation,
crack pattern any different from that of normal concrete? If yes, in what way?

Different beam groups showed different failure modes depending on varying
parameters. The resulting failure modes were observed to be as predicted from
the calculations i.e., bending or shear failure. However, to compare it with normal
cement concrete on this matter, normal cement concrete specimen with similar
specifications were not casted. But additionally, data of a few normal cement
concrete samples from past research was taken whose parameters were close to
some of the GPC beams used (table 4.6). Both GPC beam group and normal ce-
ment concrete reinforced beams (of similar parameters taken from past research)
showed the same failure mode.

The initial cracking force predicted before the experiment was close to the
actual force noted during the experiment while first crack was seen. This can be
seen in table 4.34 where a comparison between predicted cracking moment and
experimentally observed cracking moment has been shown. Both the values were
pretty close, in most cases experimental being more than the calculated ones.

3. How accurately does the Eurocode analytical model predict the experimental
results?

From the obtained results, for bending and shear, it was experimentally ob-
served that the ultimate capacity was more than the EC2 predicted capacity. EC2
was found to be conservative for GPC concrete.

Additionally, when a few reinforced normal cement concrete with similar
configuration were compared to the GPC beams tested here, a similar shear ca-
pacity was observed for both OPC and GPC beams. Comparing the test prediction
ratios of both the concrete types, EC2 model seemed to be more conservative for
GPC than OPC.

4. What are the critical parameters that play major role behind the occurring
mechanisms of normal cement concrete? Are those parameters equally influ-
ential for GPC as well? Can it be proved?

From literature study, factors like compressive strength, tensile reinforce-
ment ratio, etc. affecting the structural behaviour of normal cement concrete
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was studied and further from the experimental results, these factors showed an
influence on beahaviour of GPC beams as well.

In case of shear, amount of reinforcement, rebar diameter, effective depth
and shear span to depth ratio were seen as an influencing factor to the overall
shear behavior of GPC. Analysing compressive strength, it couldn’t give a clear
indication about its influence. More experiments with varying compressive
strength would be needed to study this parameter.

For the bending capacity, reinforcement ratio showed a significant effect.
However to compare the extent of influence with that of normal cement concrete,
more database with varying parameters is needed.

5. Is it safe to use GPC over normal cement concrete for similar application? Is
there a way to prove the overall safety? How?

While just looking at the results, it could be said that it would be fine to use
these models for GPC as well, however, it cannot be said with confidence due
to lack of validation of this models for GPC. A statistical evaluation needs to be
done further to prove that EC2 models are ’safe’ to determine capacities of the
type of GPC used here. Only 2 mixes of GPC are used for the experiments and
Geopolymer concrete can vary in proportions which could influence in the overall
behaviour. Thus, determining design value from the obtained experimental data
following a probablistic approach using Eurocode 1990:2002 which covers all the
model uncertainties can be a wise way to prove the safety of GPC in regard to
using EC models.

5.3. LIMITATIONS
While checking Eurocode models for the GPC, although for Shear and Bending, EC
seems conservative for GPC but this conclusion can be inferred only from the tested
beams and they are 12 for shear and 12 for bending. Thus, for other type of mixes of GPC
concrete, nothing can be said on that regard. Mix design might have other influencing
factors on material level too and GPC can vary in mix proportions.
Although the beams tested showed a higher capacity than that of predicted values, it
cannot still be concluded safe which is why it doesn’t entirely give a freedom to use GPC
over normal cement concrete yet.

5.4. SCOPE FOR FUTURE RESEARCH
• 24 beams tested here had different parameters and was divided into small groups.

Study of the same mixes can be done again using EC2 expanding the database
which will help draw conclusions for GPC in general.

• Material Behaviour after 91 days wasn’t studied. EC estimation over 91 days can
be made to compare the experimental values to check if the ratio between test and
prediction shows a similar behavior after 91 days of casting.
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• The aggregate used (Thermally recycled asphalt aggregate) here is not common in
practice and a detail study about it’s behaviour would be helpful to know the extent
of influence it would have in the concrete mechanical and structural properties.

• The time dependent behaviour like creep and shrinkage could not be studied for
this research. It would be helpful to know the influence of these behaviour to anal-
yse how it could affect the overall structural behaviour.

• The prestressing component has not been taken in shear resistance formula (be-
cause the experimental beam was not prestressed although the actual beam was).
However, this is an important area to study and would be of interest to know how
prestressing can behave in Geopolymer concrete.

• A probablistic study can be done using all these obtained results to validate the EC
models for shear, bending and cracks. This will give more freedom to use GPC over
normal cement concrete.
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A.1. EXPERIMENTS
LVDT POSITIONS

Figure A.1: LVDTs positions and dimensions of beams 10, 11, 16, 17, 18
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Figure A.2: LVDTs positions and dimensions of beams 4,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 22, 23, 24

Figure A.3: LVDTs positions and dimensions of beam 19 (3-point loading
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Figure A.4: LVDTs positions and dimensions of beam 20, 21 (3-point loading)

Figure A.5: LVDTs positions and dimensions of beam 1, 2, 3, 13, 14, 15
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DATE OF EACH EXPERIMENT

Table A.1 provides the dates on which tests were carried out for respective beams.

Table A.1: Dates of when the beams were casted and tested
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Figure A.6: Strength development with time curve for RAMAC C33/43 used to approximate the compressive
strength value according to the experiment date

c

Figure A.7: Strength development with time curve for RAMAC C28/35 used to approximate the compressive
strength value according to the experiment date
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A.2.1. COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH AND TENSILE STRENGTH MEASURED VAL-
UES



A.2. ANALYTICAL CALCULATIONS A. APPENDIX

A.2.2. COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH ESTIMATION USING EC CLAUSE 3.1.2 (6)

RAMAC C33/43

RAMAC C28/35
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A.2.3. RELATION BETWEEN COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH AND SPLITTING TEN-
SILE STRENGTH

RAMAC C33/43

RAMAC C28/35-2
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A.2.4. CALCULATION OF SURFACE FACTOR (α) AND DISTANCE FACTOR (β)



A.2. ANALYTICAL CALCULATIONS

A

103

A.2.5. SHEAR AND CRACK CALCULATIONS:

BEAMS 1, 2, 3, 13, 14, 15
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BEAMS 4,5,6
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BEAMS 7, 8, 9
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BEAMS 16, 17, 18
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BEAMS 10, 11, 12
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BEAMS 22, 23, 24



A.2. ANALYTICAL CALCULATIONS

A

111

A.2.6. BENDING MOMENT AND M −κ DIAGRAMS:

All the theoretical predictions for calculating capacities were made using Eurocode
models as the main research focuses on analysing EC for Geopolymer concrete. In
following pages, tables with calculations have been shown. Similarly, to calculate
moment and curvature for different stages, standard formulae used are shown in tables.

Additionally, for drawing M − κ diagrams from experimental data, a standard de-
flection formula for four point bending is used and equated to calculate the stiffness
followed by moment and kappa calculations.

Figure A.8: Four point beam [28]

From structural mechan-
ics, total midspan de-
flection of a four point
bending beam is given
by,

W = M
24E I (3L2 −4a2)

where,
W is the deflection and
M is the moment given by F ∗a

Equating the stiffness, E I from this deflection formula using the step wise force
obtained from the experiment, kappa(κ) was calculated as M/E I and M −κ diagrams
for respective beams were plotted. However, it should be noted that the E I obtained
this way is the average stiffness while in reality it is not constant throughout the cross
section. This can be very well distinguished from the plotted graph for theoretical vs
experimental.
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BEAMS 1, 2, 3, 13, 14, 15
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BEAMS 4, 5, 6, 16, 17, 18
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BEAMS 7, 8, 9
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BEAMS 10, 11, 12
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BEAMS 22, 23, 24
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A.4. LOAD-DEFLECTION DIAGRAMS OF ALL BEAMS

Fcr = Force at first crack; Fy =Force at yielding; Fu = Force at failure
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