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BK@tudelft.nl), Mentors and Delegate of the Board of Examiners one week before
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The graduation plan consists of at least the following data/segments:

Personal information

Name

Student number

Studio |

Name / Theme Explore Lab

Main mentor Roel van de Pas Architecture

Second mentor Joran Kuijper Architecture

Argumentation of choice | My fascination on the relation between architecture and

of the studio guilt lead me to chose Explore lab as it's the only studio
where I could research on this particular topic.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation Architecture and guilt — New erotic center of Amsterdam

project

Goal

Location: Amsterdam

The posed problem, The relation between architecture and
guilt both from a designers and a users
standpoint

research question and How internal psychic processes, such as
guilt can be explored in the built
environment and in spatial terms?

design assignment in which these result. The new erotic center of Amsterdam

The feelings of guilt and shame are widely examined in the fields of psychology and
philosophy but their connection with spatial and architectural terms is not a topic
particularly researched. While these feelings may not play a major role during the
architectural design process or the way people interact with the built environment
they have a spatial dimension which is especially apparent in particular spatial
configurations and uses. The case of sex working in cities is such an example where
multiple layers of guilt are closely associated with the architecture of the spaces that
it happens. The city of Amsterdam, well known for its red light district is currently
planning the relocation of the sex workers from the city center to the Amsterdam RAI
area in an effort to upgrade the area of De Wallen. I will use this chance to actually
study the relation architecture and guilt both in the current situation and in the
planned creation of the new erotic center of Amsterdam.
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Process

Method description

As a starting point I am focusing on the theoretical framework, analyzing guilt as it is
seen in philosophy and psychanalysis. This analysis is based on literature review.

After understanding the basic concepts behind guilt I am investigating how space and
architecture can produce and be produced by feelings of guilt. I am using literature
mainly from the field of urban geography to better understand this connection.

Then I will focus on the city of Amsterdam. Using literature and architectural
analytical tools I will first examine the current situation in the De Wallen area,
focusing on facets of guilt in an area well known for its tradition with sex working.

Following the municipalities plans to move the red light district from the city center to
Amsterdam RAI, I will come up with design tools from my research to deal with the
guilty program of the new Erotic center of Amsterdam. The design will be focused on
how to replicate the ‘guilt free” feeling of De Wallen in a different spatial and urban
condition.
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Reflection

The research is interdisciplinary and the main focus is how concepts of the psychic
are related to architecture and the urban environment. It is also an issue that is not
studied enough, especially in how can design tools be derived from analysing the
feeling of qguilt.

The new red light district of Amsterdam is a topic that is relevant as it currently
planned by the municipality. It is a case study that the tools derived from the
research will be tested.
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