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This study contributes to the understanding of Breuer’s architectural style and provides insight into the evo-
lution of modernist architecture in the mid-twentieth century whereby it examines the progression of Marcel
Breuer’s architectural style using Breuer House I (1939), Breuer House II (1948), and Breuer House, New
Canaan II (1951) as case studies. Using Viollet le Duc’s conceptual framework of absolute and relative style,
Breuer’s correspondences from the archive about the project are analysed to classify his style accordingly. There-
after, a comparison is made between the dwellings to extract his progression. The study finds that Breuer’s style
is characterised by astute attention to detail, an emphasis on materiality, and a strong economic awareness.
Breuer’s style also progressed in terms of layout and organisational principles, with a shift towards prioritising

all spaces in the dwelling, as opposed to just served spaces.
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The main focus of this study is to examine Marcel Breuer’s personal domestic projects, namely Breuer House
I (1939), Breuer House II -also referred to as Breuer House New Canaan I (1948) - and Breuer House New
Canaan II (1951). With the study of these projects, the overall aim, ad research question entailed in this project
is to investigate the progression of his style using the aforementioned projects. While style analyses exist in
other contexts, there is currently no specific research into Breuer’s style, other than the classification of Breuer
belonging to a mid-century modernist architectural style. Due to a large number of architectural movements,
it proves to be helpful to classify architects and their works in this way, however, it often oversimplifies and

classifies architects into a broad group that offers very little further information on their personal styles.

Breuer’s style will be classified using Viollet-le-Duc’s interpretation of style as the theoretical framework. Each
work’s relative and absolute style will be extracted from Breuer’s original drawings from the archive. This will
be done using correspondences between Breuer and others from the archive to extract a list of things that he
either had to compromise on or did not want but was imperative in the development of a housing project (ab-
solute style) and elements that he was set on from the beginning (relative style). Finally, once completed for
each project, to trace the progression of these styles, a comparison will be made on the extracted styles of the

individual projects.

Following the introduction, there are 7 chapters. These are ordered in the chronological order that the research
was undertaken so as to see the thought process of this analysis. Each topic is subdivided for a clearer under-

standing of the methodology that occurred to undertake that section.

Firstly, the theoretical framework section refers to the research part of the paper that aims to concretely define
the framework upon which the analysis will be based. This section comprises Chapter 2 (Theoretical Frame-

work). Chapter 2 aims at defining the concept of style using various architectural literary resources.

Secondly, the analysis section uses the previously defined conceptual framework and applies it to each Breuer
House in chronological order. Chapter 3 (Breuer House I, 1939), Chapter 4 (Breuer House II, 1948) and Chapter
5 (Breuer House, New Canaan II, 1951) discuss the Breuer Houses individually with subchapters separating the

absolute and relative analyses of the houses in reference to style.



With the analysis complete, to define the development of Breuer’s style in these projects, Chapter 6 (Style Com-

parison) offers a comparison between the styles.

Finally, in Chapter 7 (Conclusion) an overall definition of Breuer’s style and a summary of findings will be dis-

cussed.



The definition of style is an important step in the procedure of a style analysis, as there are many different views
on the subject, and it is typically difficult to analyse (Unwin, 2014). To ensure a suitable definition, and thus

conceptual framework, a few definitions were explored in chronological order.

The first definition belongs to Blondel (1705-1774). Blondel defined two important concepts belonging to his
definition of style. The first concept refers to a ‘true style’ (Wang, 2018) which implies an architecture that is
pure in its means of expression; all components refer to that style. The second concept alludes to a style influ-

enced by the culture and traditions (Kruft & Taylor, 2014) in which the architecture is placed.

The second definition belongs to Quatremere (1755-1749), who states that “style is synonymous with charac-
ter” (Quincy, 1999). In this way, he implies that this definition of style relates more to the physical work and its
creator than the previous definition of style, which is only related to the expression of a work. This differs from
Blondel’s definition in that Blondel’s definition of style is used more as a tool to unify works of architecture,

while Quatremere’s definition is used more as a tool that further explains a work.

Finally, Viollet-le-Duc (1814-1879) defines style as “appropriate to its objective” (Viollet-le-Duc, 1875). He

further elaborates on two distinct kinds of style: absolute and relative.

“In art, then, there is absolute style; there is also relative style. The first dominates the entire artistic
conception of an object; the second can be modified depending upon the purpose of the object. The
style appropriate for a church would not be appropriate for a dwelling; this is relative style. Yet a house
can reveal the imprint of an artistic expression [just as can a temple or barracks] that is independent
of the object itself, an imprint belonging to the artist or, more precisely, to the principle that he took

as a starting point: this is style” (Viollet-le-Duc, 1875)

Absolute style in this context refers to the function of the architectural project as dictating its style. Relative
style is then the style relative to the architect’s personal style. This concept of style refers more closely to Blon-
del’s definition, in that it consists of two distinct parts, one belonging to the idea of the objects, and one belong-

ing to the external influence of said object.



Based on the above definitions, I find that Viollet-le-Duc’s definition is the most relevant in the context of this
analysis due to its black-and-white nature; a dwelling has a style that belongs to it because it’s a dwelling and a
style that belongs to it because of the architect’s personal style. At the extraction of absolute style, the relative
style is also one that refers to Breuer’s style which is specifically relevant in this instance due to the absolute
style being the same in all cases (relating to housing). While Blondel’s concept also has this nature of clarity, it

seems less relevant to Breuer’s works when compared due to the similar cultural context of all the dwellings.

To analyse Breuer’s works specifically using the chosen method, the absolute and relative styles will be classified
separately. In this context, the relative style is classified according to elements that Breuer has a clear desire for;
elements that have affected and changed the design and become a main characteristic of the dwelling. The ab-
solute style refers to elements required in the design of a functional home, but may not reflect Breuer’s personal
approach. This means that external influences may hinder Breuer’s relative style, but a compromise has to be

reached in order to ensure a fully functional home, which will then classify the element as absolute.



Breuer House |, 1939

Breuer House I is situated in Lincoln, Massachusetts. The land upon which the house was built was owned by
Helen Storrow, who also paid for the completion of the house, along with other architects’ homes such as Wal-
ter Gropius and Walter Bognar. Breuer paid 10% of the construction price per year as rent (Cobbers, 2010) and
eventually had the option to purchase this land, but never did (Breuer, Letter, 1940). Despite not having owned
the land, it is clear that his intentions were always to live in this home regardless (due to the constant reference
to the home being “my home” (Breuer, Letter, 1938)). The home was initially designed as a “Bachelor Pad” for
Breuer, who eventually got married in 1940, a year after the completion of the project in 1939 (Cobbers, 2010).
The family eventually moved out of the dwelling when they moved to New Canaan, Lincoln, and began the

development of Breuer House II.

Absolute Style

This particular project is interesting because there was a big financial constraint apparent in a lot of the corre-
spondences for this project, which ultimately affected the final dwelling. This first becomes apparent with the
fact that Breuer builds the house on a piece of land owned by Helen Storrow, and pays off the construction price
of the project in 10% increments over the years he lived there (Cobbers, 2010). There is also an overarching
theme within the correspondences studied whereby Breuer consistently asks to be refunded for products that
weren't of sufficient quality (Breuer, 05-09-1939) and confirms prices and deals (Breuer, 28-01-1939; Breuer,
15-11-1939). This financial constraint meant that materials had to be substituted for cheaper materials (Breuer,
28-01-1939), which meant that overall, a lot of the material choices made for this project might not reflect his

personal style, but rather the requirement for financial savings.

There were also external factors to consider that Breuer included, but were not ultimately his ideals. An exam-
ple of this is the inclusion of a “servant’s room” (Breuer, 03-01-1939). It seems from this correspondence that
while Breuer had no use for this wing of the house, he included it due to possible power dynamics between

Breuer and Storrow because of her financial input in this project.

The design of the utilitarian spaces in this project was outsourced, such as the kitchen being designed as the
“Oxford” line (Breuer, 15-12-1938) and the bathrooms being the “simplicity line” (Breuer, 07-12-1938). Breuer
ultimately had great attention to detail as is often seen as a theme in his correspondences (an example of this

being the specification that the radiators he ordered be cased in plywood to match the rest of the home). Thus,
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Figure 1. Annotated Plan Breuer House I
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while Breuer decided upon the overall dimensions and placement of these spaces, they reflect very little on his

relative style.

A factor that also cannot be ignored in deciding the absolute style is the inclusion of Gropius in this design.
This building was built under “Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, Associated Architects”, and in a specific cor-
respondence (Breuer, 25-10-1939) where Breuer House I was being published, Breuer corrects the publisher in
specifying that the building be published with Gropius’ name in it. While the potential influence of this on the
design cannot be ignored, it is not clear what influence Gropius had on this design as there are no correspond-

ences with him and little written about his collaboration on this specific dwelling.

While everything included is ultimately finally decided by Breuer, there were a lot of compromises involved in
the completion of this project, and overall there were a lot of factors that contributed to the absolute style of

this project, both finances as well as external factors, such as Storrow’s input.

Relative Style

Breuer'’s relative style in this specific dwelling is characterised by great attention to detail and a desire for qual-
ity. This is seen in his uncompromising attitude towards material quality, whereby he is unafraid to request
materials be replaced if they are not at his standard (Breuer, 05-06-1939). This is specifically seen in a corre-
spondence whereby he insists that the top of his dresser be replaced if broken as it came delivered in a material
different (and more expensive) than the one he specified (Breuer, 05-06-1939). If this is the attention to detail

he pays to furniture, it can be assumed that this same level is applied to the larger scale of his house.

This first dwelling is referred to as a bachelor pad (Cobbers, 2010) which is a style that typically reflects on
entertainment spaces (also seen as served spaces) such as living rooms, dining rooms and outdoor areas (Os-
gerby, 2005), which, contrasts the outsourcing of the design of servant spaces. This theme of prioritisation of
entertainment programs is shown both in the generous sizing of these spaces - in contrast to the servant spaces,
such as kitchens, bathrooms and the “servant” quarters — as well as the great attention to detail in these spaces.
An example of this can be seen in the sizing of the porch, which is specified as a space large enough to fit a ping

pong table (Breuer, 12-12-1938), showing its intent to be a space dedicated to entertainment.

Because of the clear financial constraint in this project, the absolute starts to blur into the relative style. The ma-
terial choices, for example, in this project, might not have been Breuer’s first choice, as in multiple correspond-
ences, it can be seen that Breuer tends to opt for the cheaper material. However, this material choice becomes

important in the overall style of this house, as it becomes a house characterised by its excessive use of plywood
7



(Breuer, 11-08-1939). Breuer also had certain material images in mind from the conception of the project,
such as the stone wall in the living room, which he specified was to be stone on both the interior and exterior
(Breuer, 07-12-1938). Another material motif that is also recurrent in a lot of his projects is the wooden paired

column (Cobbers, 2010), showcasing the importance of material choice and articulation in his projects.

The form of this dwelling is also of great importance. Most of the house is rectangular in that it consists of
rooms made up of ninety-degree angles. This, however, does not apply to the living room, porch and garage,
whereby walls are either curved or diagonal. As can be seen in his initial sketches (see Appendix 30 and 31) for
this project, this organicism is something he consistently experimented with and developed. This can be seen
in the use of and experimentation with curved walls to create an organically shaped architectural volume. The
program for these spaces also refers back to the served spaces, whereby the breaking of the strict perpendicu-

larity gives the organic spaces even more emphasis, creating a sense of hierarchy between the different spaces.

Overall, Breuer’s relative style in this specific project is characterised by its association with a bachelor pad,
whereby emphasis through size and arrangement of commodities is placed on entertainment spaces. It is also
characterised by its attention to detail and materiality - affected by financial constraints. The organicism of
landscaping as well as the diagonal forms of the dwellings are also of importance in the definition of Breuer’s

style within this particular project.



Breuer House ll, 1948

The Breuer household purchased the property on which this house is placed in May 1947. The plot is situated in
New Canaan, a part of the United States famous for its substantial amount of mid-century style homes (Earls,
2006). The house itself was designed for Breuer’s growing family which consisted of his wife and his two chil-
dren. During the construction phase of this dwelling, Breuer was in South America, so the construction was
overseen by Eliot Noyes and Harry Seidler. The dwelling, once completed, is nestled in a hilly plot surrounded
by forestry. This house was eventually renovated and sold to his former partner, Herbert Beckhard, in 1986. In
2005, the house narrowly avoided demolition, was renovated again and eventually listed in 2015 for $5,800,000

(Donofrio, 2015).

Absolute Style

The main effect distinguishing the absolute style in this project was an incompetent contractor. This meant the
project was delayed in its completion, but also that the level of craftsmanship — characterised by his acute at-
tention to detail - may have been compromised, which is typically something that Breuer’s style is characterised
by, as discussed in the previous chapter. A second distinguishing factor in Breuer’s absolute style is his financial

limitations in the completion of this project.

An overarching theme in the correspondence for this project was the incompetence of the contractor of Breuer
House II, Irving Wood. This led to a lot of issues in the competition of the project. There were instances where
people weren't being paid for the jobs they completed because Wood failed to send cheques, which led to
threats of lawsuits (Breuer, 09-12-1947). Overall, there was an overarching theme that the level of craftsman-
ship organised by this contractor was subpar. The wood panelling used did not match in certain aspects of the
house (Breuer, 24-11-1947) and he neglected to insert drainage tiles (Breuer, 18-03-1948), leading the base-
ment to get flooded. The doors organised were also warped and made in an “uncraftsmanlike” manner (Breuer,
01-12-1947), and were eventually used despite their defects, which also shows that Breuer’s high standard of

quality was in due course compromised to accommodate for time lost due to the contractor’s delays.

There were also financial restrictions prevalent in this project, however, less so than in his previous project.
Breuer classifies housing in the range of $12,000 to $15,000 as minimum cost housing (Breuer, 12-05-1947)
while his house was built for $10,687.16 (Breuer, 06-05-1949), which already depicts his outlook for spending
money in this project. There were many instances in this project whereby he asks for discounts (Breuer, 11-12-

1947; Breuer, 30-04-1948; Breuer, 20-09-1948). While this build was prized for its economic sensibility (Breuer,
9
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07-05-1949), Breuer’s frugal mindset was in certain instances uncompromising. This is seen in his choice of
carpet for this dwelling. In correspondence, the supplier mentions that the carpet ordered is expensive and
not in stock because of this (Breuer, 08-12-1947), however, Breuer orders it despite this remark (Breuer, 16-
02-1948). This shows that when an element is important enough to him, he is unwilling to compromise on the

cheaper option.

Relative Style

A large part of the style within this dwelling relies on the fact that this is a cantilevered house. This was accom-
modated through multiple scales and was of very clear importance in this dwelling. A further development of

style is that Breuer is an astute craftsman.

The style itself starts with the dwelling’s site, where the house is placed on a hill. Breuer mentions that he ap-
preciates dwellings placed on ground level due to their easy access to the outdoors, but also mentions he likes
dwellings on stilts due to their ability to provide views (Cobbers, 2010). While this defined part of his style for
this build, it also caused issues in the construction stage. Because the building was recessed into the hill, the
basement was eventually flooded due to insufficient drainage of the basement (Breuer, 18-03-1948). In spite of
the fact that this design was part of Breuer’s ideals, it was not the easiest solution to construct the dwelling in

this way.

The cantilever in this dwelling means that the top of the dwelling is larger than the area on the ground floor
which is also an economical decision made by Breuer (Breuer, 22-06-1948), whereby the foundations and more

utilitarian spaces placed on this floor are at a minimum.

“The lower portion of the house is, for economic reasons and for reasons of ‘no-need-to-be-bigger;
reduced as much as possible... less foundation, less masonry, less concrete work, less insulation, less

expense wherever you are connected with the terrain” (Breuer, 05-01-1948)

Alongside this, the lightness of the structure used, replicated that of the typical American house, however fur-
ther developed to accommodate the number of cantilevers used (Breuer, 22-06-1948). From all levels of detalil,

it can be seen that Breuer aimed to facilitate the cantilever which was of great importance within this design.

“The great change in architecture has been the shift from simple compression structures to
continuous, fluent tension structures. This change is so radical that it alone would justify a completely

new architectural concept. The past used gravity to defeat gravity; the Egyptian pyramid is broad at the
11



base and narrowing to a point at the top. The ‘new structure’ in its most expressive form is hollow
below and substantial on top - just the reverse of the pyramid. It represents a new epoch in the

history of man, the realization of one of his oldest ambitions; the defeat of gravity” (Earls, 2006)

Once again, Breuer’s attention to detail also characterises his general approach to architecture. This is seen in
his ability to pick up minor incorrect details (Breuer, 01-12-1947) as well as his approach to assuring the mate-
riality of all objects is coherent, seen in the example whereby he cases his dishwasher in plywood to match the

rest of the kitchen (Breuer, 05-01-1948).
Overall, this house is developed to accommodate his family using his ideals of a hillside house using cantile-

vered spaces in an economical manner. The materiality and the attention thereto also define Breuer as a master

craftsman with acute attention to detail whereby he characterises his style.

12



Breuer House, New Canaan ll, 1951

Breuer House, New Canaan II - referred to as Breuer House III from here on out - was built in 1951. This is the
last dwelling Breuer designed for himself and his family. He lived here until 1976, which is longer than any of
his previous dwellings, which is interesting considering this is the dwelling with the least amount of documen-
tation. When the dwelling was eventually sold, Breuer’s partner, Herbert Beckhard, designed additions to the

dwelling.

Absolute Style

A seemingly consistent factor in Breuer’s absolute style specific to his personal projects is his limited finances.
On top of this, there are occasional issues regarding the quality of items and requirements for different prod-

ucts that ultimately affected the overall quality and style of the home.

The economical approach is clear in correspondences within this project. There were instances where Breuer
ensures that he receives discounts (Breuer, 18-06-1951), and where he asks if tasks could be completed bearing
his financial restrictions in mind (Breuer, 26-03-1951; Breuer, 04-04-1951). This, as in other cases, means that

if Breuer was not constricted by his financial means, perhaps the overall design might have been different.

There were external factors involved in disturbing what could be perceived as Breuer’s “pure” style. The limit-
ed availability of a material used for his couch meant that he had to choose a different, cheaper material than
his ideals (Breuer, 18-10-1950). This meant that the living room, the first room you see when you enter this
dwelling, was not to his original standards, and the couch, which he called a “show piece” for this room, was

not ideal materially.

Another case of external factors compromising his ideal quality was relevant to the windows. Breuer originally
commissioned a mill from New York to produce his window frames (Breuer, 16-07-1951), which, while being
further than a New Canaan-based mill, had superior quality. However, this original mill could not complete the
order. This meant Breuer had to compromise and use another mill, which ultimately provided windows that
were of inferior quality (Breuer, 17-03-1952). In this dwelling, a large amount of the surface area of the facade is
made up of windows, therefore it ultimately has a drastic effect on the dwelling’s aesthetic quality, which meant

Breuer had to compromise on a significant part of this dwelling’s appearance because of this.

13
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The final external factor was based on the contractor’s inattention to detail. This was apparent in many ways
(Breuer, 16-07-1951), however, the largest was that the overhang on the west fagade of this house was one foot
shorter than it was originally meant to be.

The factors mentioned above, both internal and external, meant that the dwelling’s quality, and thus style, was

shaped to create a dwelling different to one purely made from Breuer’s ideals.

Relative Style
Breuer’s relative style in this project was characterised by the importance of material and its related spatial in-

fluences, an evolving approach to the separation of the dwelling, and overall attention to detail.

Stone can be seen as the primary building material of this project and greatly characterises Breuer’s style in this
project. The stone and its layout are reflective of the ruins of sheep walls left by farmers prominent in this part
of Connecticut (Earls, 2006). The importance of these walls is also shown in Breuer’s great attention to detail in
their aesthetic quality. After the wall’s completion, Breuer asked if more variation in stone sizes and irregular
joints (Breuer, 17-08-1951). This reflects his acute attention to detail, as well as the importance of the aesthetic

quality of this focal point within this dwelling.

“Crystalllic quality of an unbroken white flat slab is there, together with an in contrast to the rough,

‘texture-y” quality of ... broken stone.” (Earls, 2006)

The massiveness of these walls also contributes largely to the planarity that this house has. Due to the discon-
nected nature of these large pieces — also seen in the interior, where large stone elements are connected by glass
— the planar nature of this dwelling is emphasised. This effect is further highlighted by the fact that very few
walls feel as though they have corners (Earls, 2006), again attributed to the stone. As a whole, the stonework in

this dwelling makes up a large part of the dwelling’s style.

Breuer’s attention to detail, as mentioned in previous chapters, is a large part of what contributes towards his
style. As highlighted with the stonework, whereby he clearly specifies the appearance of the stonework. Breuer
also notices instances where people’s attention to detail is not as acute as his, as seen in the previous chapter,

whereby Breuer scolds his contractor for his inattention to detail (Breuer, 17-03-1952).

The placement of different programs within this dwelling is noticeably different to the other dwellings and
thus also makes up his style. Typically, within his other dwellings, the entrance is at the core of the home - the

collective, more public spaces such as the living room, dining room, and kitchen. In this dwelling, however,
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Breuer has placed the bedroom right next to the front door, along with the living room. On top of this, Breuer’s
dwellings are further progressing into a more open plan, with more connections available to the public spaces

of the home.

Opverall, this dwelling is characterised largely by the materiality, and the attention to detail therein. The progres-

sion in placement and orientation of program is also something that characterises this house.
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Breuer’s style developed throughout his personal residential projects. The form and layout of these dwellings
were clearly very different from the other, however a deeper understanding of what might have prompted these

decisions is discussed herein.

A part of his style that was consistent throughout was his keen eye for detail. Breuer was scrupulous about the
quality and appearance that his dwellings had as a whole, ensuring that tasks were repeated if they weren't up
to his very high standards. In Breuer House II, Breuer’s plumber noted that he occasionally did tasks in excep-
tional ways to achieve Breuer’s high standards. In Breuer House, New Canaan II, Breuer specifically asked that

the stone walls be added to because their appearance was too uniform.

Breuer’s eye for detail followed into the importance and detailing of materiality, which was also a dominant
factor throughout, however in different ways. In Breuer House II, materiality was seen as a way of achieving
the distinguishing style factor in this dwelling: the cantilever. This meant that the construction of this dwelling
was designed in a lightweight manner to ascertain the functionality and stability of the cantilever in a way that
it appeared aesthetically weightless. There was also the factor of continuity of materiality in these projects.
In Breuer House I, Breuer ensured all radiators were covered in plywood so that they had the same aesthetic
quality as the rest of the house. This process was repeated in Breuer House II, whereby Breuer encased the

dishwasher with plywood so that it had the same appearance as the rest of the kitchen.

The material types themselves were also often repeated throughout all Breuer houses. In Breuer House I, the
work becomes praised for its way of showcasing the use of plywood. The use of plywood is again seen in Breuer
House II and Breuer House, New Canaan II on the ceilings. Stone is used to accentuate the organicism and
highlight the connection between interior and exterior whereby the stone wall is a single element. In Breuer
House, New Canaan II, the use of stone comes back and is again a single element on the interior and exterior

of the home, but is also used to pay homage to the site’s heritage of sheep farming.

Repeatedly, Breuer also aimed to achieve his dwellings as economically as possible. While this is considered a
part of his abstract style, the repetition of this act despite his economic progression throughout can lead one to
believe that this forms part of Breuer’s relative style, despite it being an external, uncontrollable factor. Breuer’s

economic standings meant that he had to compromise on quality in specific scenarios, as seen in Breuer House
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I, whereby Breuer agreed to use Douglas fir, in place of the more expensive cypress, despite it being the prima-
ry material in this dwelling. The main style of Breuer House II - the cantilevered house - was characterised
by the economic decision to save expenses on an expensive part of the house: the foundations. This particular
dwelling’s identity becomes altered by Breuer’s economic awareness, whereby an article was published claiming
how Breuer used a dollar to buy more room (Breuer, 07-05-1949). This specific factor makes Breuer’s personal
projects interesting in extracting his style in contrast to his other projects, whereby it appears that there is an

infinite amount of funding, characterised by his wealthy clientele.

In Breuer House I, a large part of the style of this dwelling was that it was designed in a way that prioritises
entertainment spaces, and other spaces were designed in a purely utilitarian manner. This meant that the com-
plete design of kitchens and bathrooms was outsourced, and purchased as complete, premade packages. In
future dwellings, Breuer designed bathrooms and kitchens himself, which shows a progression to the design of

both served and servant spaces.

Breuer House I was required to have “servant’s” quarters by Helen Storrow, the person who sponsored this
house. In contrast to this, Breuer House I and Breuer House, New Canaan II were designed to consider a
“servant-less” life. This meant that the kitchens were in close proximity to the dining room, and guests were
prompted to assist with the cleaning by handing plates from the dining table to the kitchen. This shows how

external influences shape the design as opposed to when Breuer has free control.

The program and layout of these dwellings also progressed throughout their designs. Chronologically, the
houses became more open plan in nature where the kitchen, dining room and living room became less sepa-
rated. In Breuer House, New Canaan particularly, there was the biggest adjustment in organisation principle
due to the placement of the primary bedroom within the more collective spaces of the home. This contrasts the
previous iterations, whereby bedrooms were in proximity to each other, but was also harshly separated from

the collective zones of the dwelling.

Overall, the analysis of these dwellings shows certain patterns of emphasis, progression or stark levels of change

throughout.
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Overall, the analysis of Breuer’s style in this way presented potential drawbacks. It did, however, lead to a con-
clusive list of what could be considered Breuer’s style, which is an important step in recognising the individual
style of the architect. Finally, using this methodology in this way proved successful in answering the research

question of tracking the progression of Breuer’s style using these projects.

Style - specifically the classification of personal style - is under-researched, which is contrary to the fact that
it makes up an important factor of architecture, and its history, as a whole. It’s an important research topic, as
it defines a historical period from which the architect comes, as well as providing a deeper knowledge of their
bases, rather than framing an architect solely on the movement to which they’re classified. This study is even
more applicable today, where there are no clear architectural movements defined. Nowadays, the broadest ar-
chitectural movement to which buildings are classified is the contemporary movement, which does not prove
sufficient in a deeper understanding of the goals and characteristics of a certain movement, because this classi-
fication is too broad. Using the method used here proves useful in classifying architects to more personalised,

smaller movements than to a broad movement that reflects very little of the people involved therein.

Using Viollet-le-Duc’s conceptual framework proved to be useful, however, there were potential drawbacks to
this methodology. There are also instances where the absolute style and relative styles merge, as was the case
with Breuer’s economical solutions, where elements that may be external start to define the design and later
become recognising factors of the architect. Additionally, since Breuer’s correspondence was used, the list of
style created is one extracted using primarily Breuer’s own opinions. While this would provide a concrete list of
what Breuer considers to be his style, subjective interpretation of these correspondences is involved, and thus

Breuer’s style becomes an interpretation of his style based on subjective patterns drawn.

Thus, Breuer’s style, subjectively defined, could be considered as one that embraces the precision of materiality
in an astute level of detail. Economic minimisation is also to be noted when considering his style, as this was

also eventually something others picked up and Breuer became known for.

Overall, Breuer’s style progressed in terms of the organisation principle he uses; these dwellings became more
open plan in nature while trying to accommodate a “servant-less” lifestyle. His style also progressed by means

of prioritising all spaces, as opposed to the previous prioritisation of served spaces.
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Appendix

Breuer House |

Gropius “ Breuer
1430 Mass. Avenue
Cambridgze, Masa.

ATTENPION: MR. KENNEDY

Gentlsmen:

SUBJECT: MRE, STORER'S RESIDENCE
LINCOLN, MASSACHUSETTS

Por the sum of ONE HUNDRED TEN ($110) DOLLARS we will
farnish f.o0.b. our factory, freight allowed to Lincoln
one junior Modernfold door for opening 7' wide x &6'3"
high and ineluding the track. HMaterlal to be dAuPont
fabricold, bone white.

The lnatallation of thls can be readilly done by any
good mechanle. We wlll apprly the hlnge on the face
of the front stile as explained.

Very traly yours,

NEW CASTLE PRODUCTS

H. A SEELEY GD-, ﬁgﬁﬂt'

By uhﬁﬁziﬁzz‘:Ltnéi7f

Appendix 1. Letter to Breuer from New Castle Products (Source: Breuer, Letter, 03-12-1938)

e —)
Nr. “arcel Breuer o < Ef;
¢/o Gropilus % Eréuer, E_h:_
1430 Masaachusetts Avenue
Cembridre, MNass.
ans'd
Dear Sir:

We quote as follows for Simplicity Design Bethroom

Accessories made by the Cherle: FParker Company:

1 Mcdicine Cabinet 7007 1iet 2% .00
1 Towel Bar #2200 - 18" L 4,00
» - - g20 - 30" " 4,70
1 Recessed Paper Holder #228 b 3.40
1 o Sosp & grab #230 y 3.80
2 Shelf 18" black 4218 4 5.70
1 Double Hoolk Feer “ 1.50

. 0, B, Meriden, Conn, - - = = = 46,10

discount 25%¢ making this list net $34.58. The express charge
on this shipgent would amount to approximately $1.00. Ve
suggest carrying an allowance ﬁﬂ? 226,00 for these fixtures.

3
Appendix 2. Letter to Breuer from W.C. Vaughan Company (Source: Breuer, Letter, 07-12-1938)
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DOUrIOEis , ELLGLHEH, UELW, HIIU NMERRLIFE=I'MT 4, (\WIllChk

is mlso used for storsge).

To the west =ide is & porch, (large enough for a
ping-pong table); to the east are the bedrooms
and bathj the kitechen 1sa t> the north, and to
tle south are the dininp-romm and atuﬂiu.

The lerge window of the studlio Je protected from
the summer sun ¥y the centilever part of the roofs

I think that Ebis house would be liveable, for a
coaple a= well, even with a child, if there vere
no servants living in the house. Put I think it
1s wise to take into consideratlion now & possible
enlargement, whereby two or three bedrooms and one
or two bathrooms could be added to the house,

It would be & sort of puest Louse, &djoining the
north wall of the entrance hall, so that 1t coulad

. be approached dlrectly frox the entrance, and the
bethroom of the new wing could be made avelilable
for the main floor use, slso.

L SIS e—

4 b e il sk emsda tae =Tk =T
Appendix 3. Letter‘?z)'m Breuer to Helen Storrow (Source: Breuer, Letter, 12-12-1938)

I Intend to cover thisa rlass door in the winter with
a rerovable, plastic form, as the porch won't be used
during thet reascn, and I should prefer to have an
uninterrupted. wall around the flreplace, without the
doors

o :
The stonea of the curved wall of the fireplace are
vithout plaster, ineide end out, so that one has
the effect of the natural texture of the stone, in
the interior as wells Otrerwise, [ think all the
inslde walls will be of natural wood paneling,
with eellinge plein whilte.

The garage, with spece for garden tools, etc., will
be entirely wgarate from the house, st the new road.

I hope to pet the house for no more than {8,000; the
poseible enlargement would cost about (2,700 or {3,000

I should be very glad to hesr your opinion about the
plans, After your approvel, 1 shall start bullding
as soon as pos=ible, =0 tret I may move in by the

beginning &f the summer.

L LV P ——— SRR NI et U P - e
Appendix 4. Letter from Breuer to Helen Storrow :Source: Breuer, Letter, 12-12-1938)
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We will furnish onr "Oxford"” line of guality made enamel
finished wood cabinetry in coajunction with "Oxford factery
built linocelun sink and countar tops for the sum qf...J$279,.
delivered,

Items inclnded under this gquotation as below:
Elevation "A"

2=30H Wall cabinets

1-30B base cabinet with metal bread drawer and divided silver
drawer

1-421 sink closure and bottom plate

1-308L all drawer base cabinet

1-102" long by 25" wide linolamm sink top with 18"x24"x8" deep
cast iron porcelain enamel siazk bowl installed and trimmed with
stainless steel molding. 3ink top is ready to set in place on
bases when deliversd to jJob

18-8q. feet of prestwood backsplasher including 3. S. moldings.

2levation "35"

2-30H wall cabinets

1-42241 over range cabinet

1-30BA base cabinet

1-30Bi base cabinet

2-30" long linoleum counter tops trimmed with S. 3. Moldings
18-8q. feet of prestwood backsplasher including 5. 5. moldings

41l cabinetry is completely and beantifully finished in four
coats of baked enamel at the factory and includes attached
Appendix 5. Letter Steelkraft Co. to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 15-12-1938)

WA g . W R R WO W W W

As an alternate to the above gnotation, we will furnish onr
lletl-Zraft line of enamel finished steel cabinetry in conjun-
ction with "Oxford" linoleum sink and counter topa for the
am Ofﬂo.ﬁfl.I.‘.‘..l'-l..'l'..l...0.‘.'..-‘:‘394. aell?ared-.

Metal cabinetry is rigidly comstructed of heavy guage cold
rolled steel, reinforced at points requiring mnusual weight
or strength. Cablnets have attached hardware of attractive
degizn and exceptional ruggzedness, Flnish is tough, duvrable
vegatable base baked enamel deslgned to last indefinitely.

It ie our opinion that this arrangement will serve the best
intereats of yoor client at the same time providing this res-
idence with facilities which are apfficiently ont of the or-
dinary to insure extra living ecomfort and pleasure,

He trust that we leave with yon the impression that our pri-
mary concern is to enhance the interior desiem of thie home
ag well as to make available to your client the unuswval fea-
tores which are incorporated in these mannfasctored cablnats.

lay we have the pleagure of gerving you in this connectlon?®

vory truly yours,
STEELERAFT CO,

ds Jd« OwWens
JJjo/ss Gemeral lanager

Appendix 6. Letter Steelkraft Co. to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 15-12-1938)
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BBy UvRDNTE U WO roUw
Fair Winads

T™ackaras Towm

Fermuda.

" Deer Frs. Storrow:

Thenk you wvery mmch fop your letter and fop
the returned drewingse.

; I em wer gled indeed you approve of the house
' : and shaell certeinly mild 1t in the spring.

I think your guestion about not providing a
servent's room is very Justified, btut as I den't in-
tend to have & mervant llving thers, but one who
cores In daily, this problem 1e not yet actual for
me, The heating will be 100% esutomatic, and 1f I should
heppen to bte awey during cold weather, 1t could be
eontrolled by the same perscn who took cere of the
house atherwlse.

I intend to build & =speclel wing for servents’
end guests'! roomes leter, and I shall teke this into
ecnpideration in s11 plans, heating arrangerments,
water snd electric supplles, etc.

¥ith my best wishea for the Hew Year,

Very sinceraly yours,
Appendix 7. Letter from Breuer to Helen Storrow (Source: Breuer, Letter, 03-01-1939)

with the following cherpes taken into eiasiﬁcritiﬁnt
Suatle s
Tnalde, & /4" horizontal gheathing,. ifictes? of 5 5/&"
gyrress, This in~ide n-sathing should be smoothed and
sended, but without any finish, If it should be neg-
e¢=sery to protect some perts of the wall with s finish
of one coet of white shellac, there would be an addition
of .10 per mquare yird. The outside sheathing in VWeste
arn Red Cedsr instead of cypress, with one coat of
epecial oll, Tnstead of backpriring and vermishling,

The entrance hall would be mede In granite atone veneer,
keepins the inslde dimensions of the roome

The woof columns would be made im Douglas fir inretead of
CYLTEeEnne

Allowance for steel windowe, §361, instead of {56263
sereens, {231 inntecd of [25€. niln!!nuu for lighting
fixturea, {100 instead of {150, Carage floor same as
ﬂri?rq. Frigideire snd renge allowance, {260 instead
of $310.

Further, yu offered to charge {l.45 per foot for the
trench, water, electriclty and telep!one connect 6 an
included, for anything over s to charyge _ per

‘ rd far dAvivewnv. E£! widel over the
Appendix 8. Lett;%om Breuer to Howard E. Custance (Source: Breuet, Letter, 28-01-1939)
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Appendix 9. Letter from Breuer to Howard E. Custance (Source: Breuer, Letter, 28-01-1939)

ilips to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 10-02-1939,




Dear Mr. Custance:
Thank you for your letter of Karch 9 regarding the pro-

posed changes for the 3torrow house in Lincoln. Ye understand tast
the following work is to be domne:

Bagemeunt

1) Omit the heater chimney.

2) Omit one vent brick under living room.

3) Omit two steel beams under bearing partition.

4) Excavate space under living room and do all extra masonry in con-
nection therewith; that is, the retsining wall between the unex-
cavated part and the excavated space and asny sdditional masonry
needed under the walle shown on the original drawings.

~ B5) 3" concrete floor with gramolitanic finish.
6) Area on north side of nouse with one foot gravel fill at bottom.
7) New wood basement sash end freme.

§) Add an 8 x 12 terras cotta flue to living room chimney for heater.

9) Basement stairs, fir tresds, no risers. Simple handrail,

cmn Samhla Aanvaniansa mnlng.

Appendix 11. Letter from Breuer to Howard E. Custance (Source: Breuer, Letter, 13-03-1939)

kir. Loward Cusatance
Custance Erothers Inec.

62 Eedford Street
Lexington, ~aasachusetts.

Dear Mr. Custance:

To confirm our conversat!'n of to-day: I agree to use
the lighter colored plywood as per semple, ;" thick, for
the inaide, instead of 3/E" fir as specified.

Ve further egree to accept e Saruel Cabot's roof, 15 yeer
bnnﬁ; in=tead of FParrett'=s, ae specified, but we do this
on the understanding thet they «re of equal guality.

We further ggree to have the innide fir sheathing sccord-
ing to your sem;le, but with & V joint end without

hollow hacke

Sincerely yours,

Appendix 12. Letter from Breuer to Howard E. Custance (Source: Breuer, Letter, 24-03-1939
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Iivin: “oom: Fltted, machine bound, and laid, i- lagee
stex, 416, grey.

Dining cem: Fitted, machlne bound and lald, PBigelow
carpet, poill042, brown, firm twist broadloom guality.

Bedroom #1: Fitted, machine boun’, and lsid, Elgelow
earpet, #o10Ql, blue, firm tuist 1")':"36.'(310-(!!4 quelity.

Eedroon F and Upper liell: Cutting, laying and fitting
of erlstling carpet; e hall carpet with the center
ointe The exinting carpet is in my apartment at 19

erett Street, Cambridge, apurtment 747, and ha= to be
taken from there and shipped to Linecoln.

You also kindly promicsed tc teke out the matiing from
my Emunt apartment an’ ahlp it out with the carpets
to Lincoln,

It is underatood thaet the carpéts for the twa bedrooms
and for the upper hall &re to be tacked down, but the
esrpets for the living room gnd dining room are to loose,
so that I mey roll them back upon occasion. It is further
vnderstood that the caerpets for these tum,.roome, which
are loose, must it exmctly the shape of the room, end be
tilght to the wall.

All the above mentioned cerpete vill be furnished by you
vith a 32 ounce felt lining, moth proof.

Appendix 13. Letter from Breuer to Mitchell H. Otash (Source: Breuer, Letter, 26-05-1939)

EE:1L
Fnele. l.

Pofe It 18 agreed betweln us that the steel angles of
the 11 Ang room window, which haven't been satisfactory,
shall be left off, hoping thit they won't be necersary.
However, if. it 1s shown thet these angles, (as showm in
the drawings), arec needed, you will lnppir them without

ﬂlﬂl‘gﬂn

The same arrengcment is agreed upon in regerd to the
baseboards, which are speciflied but shan't be supplied
for the time beings W¥e shall first try it out to

see 1f it 1ls &ll right without them.

The top of the closet in bedroom #1 is specified in
plywood but supplied in =5lid wood. As you know, 1 am
afrald this solié top will show deformatic-n=s end, eventual
erack= under the usnee of the centrsl heating. Howewe
it 1s agreed between us to keep them ae they are for the
present, but in case of deformations or cracks, you will 1
it by a plywood tor without chirge, Inclusive of palnting

Appendix 14. Letter from Breuer to Howard E. Custance (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-06-1939)
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Lear M¥r. Gane:

Many thanks for your letter of May l&,

"The Flat Book™, which is very intoresting
indeed, has safely arrived, and I am very glad to
to have 1t.

1 #t1lll very much hope thet you will come
over for the Vorld's Fair and give me the oppor-
tunity to show you my new house in Lil;.ﬂnln, near
Cambridge, where you may like to try out the
American Gountry life, 1f you heve time for I1t,
for a few days.

Very sincerely yours,

Appendix 15. Letter from Breuer to Crofton E. Gane (Source: Breuer, Letter, 08-06-1939)

¥r. David H. Lowle

10 Post Office Sqguare
Boston, lassachu=etts.
Dear lir. Howlet

The Vestinrhouse Fefripgerator for my house
wes alightly defectlive, but without inf uencing its
appearance or functlonlng, so I declided to keep 1t
end got a reducticn of {8.00 for thc fault.

Lou find enclosed a check mede ot and endorsed
by the “smes Corpany for {£.00. ' Please deduct this
from the total cost of the house.

I hope you agree with this afrangement.

Very sincerely yours,

Marcel Preuer.
(signed by Scerctary, in
Appendix 16. Letter from Breuer to David H. Howie (Source: Breuer, Letter, 28-06-1939)



Appendix 17. Letter from Breuer to Mr. Canty (Source: Breuer, Letter, 03-08-1939

Appendix 18. Letter from Breuer to L. H. Mayer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 11-08-1939
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Source: Breuer, Letter, 18-08-1939

Appendix 20. Letter from Breuer to Paine Furniture Co. (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-09-1939




Appendix 21. Letter from Breuer to Helen Storrow (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-09-1939

id H. Howie (Source: Breuer, Letter, 28-09-1939




Source: Breuer, Letter, 02-10-1939

s (Source: Breuer, Letter, 25-10-1939




Jordon Marsh Conpany
450 Vashington Street
Foston, lassachusctts,.

Atts lir. Looley, Credit Dept.

Gentlemens:

I should like to order farty (40) yards of meteriasl
as per the attached sample, (which is 50" wide at

per yurd), to be delivered Culels to the above
addresse lir. A. Bs Quin of Department 34 1= holal
thi=s meterial for us until your approwval of the 100
disecount,whieh I understand 1s riven to archltecta
and decorst rs, 1s obtalned.

I should appreciste receiving this material as
soon as possible.

Very truly yours,

larcel “rouep

Appendix 25. Letter from Breuer to Jordan Marsh Company (Source: Breuer, Lettet, 15-11-1939)

Hovember 17, 1939

r. Howsrd Cuata ce 6

Custance Orothera Inc.
68 Dedford Street
Lexington, lass.

Deuar 'rs Custance:

31::1:-- in Lineoln wideh you built gives me a great deal
Plessure ard I would like to express in this letter

my utmost satisfaction with your work.

Yeu did a really good job there. .nd I only hope to be in

:pnuitin--hth.ﬂmtuhtumuwmm-w
M.

Appendix 26. Letter from Breuer to Howard E. Custance (Source: Breuer, Letter, 17-11-1939)
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Sudbury Nurreries, Imcorporated
u.,.,.’;i Hoed e
Souty Tudbury, Massachusetts

Gentlemen:

The pine tree whi!ch you planted recently st the ncrth

ecst corner of my house ls not erectly whet I had in

mind, Nelther is the locetion of the tree quite correct.

I wonder if you are willlng to ehange this tree. Jtherwise
I w11l probebly have one or btwo smsller trees planted next
to 1t to ecorreet the sprosrance.

I am afrald sll this cannot be done until Spring, If
you see any posalbllity to do 1t soon, I wiuld be glad
if yu w give me a ring esarly s me morning, before
8:15, so that I cen discuss the sstter with you,

As the watter of these trees is not yet settled, would
you please send me a corrected blll of Lecember 2,
with the omlssion of this trees, I will then heve this
bill pald through lrs. Storrow's office.

Very sinecerely youra,

Appendix 27. Letter from Breuer to Sudbury Nurseries, Inc. (Source: Breuer, Letter, 01-12-1939)

Attention: lir, Howard Custance

Lear lr, Custence:

I an sorry to trouble you now with various points in my house
vhich I believe have to be mentioned here,

l, The leakage of the roof which is spparently repaired was,
acoordin: to the man who repaired the jJjob, due to eracking

of the soldered jointa at various points. I feel very un-
confortable ebout this even 17 it is repaired as it Indicates
that the solderins of the copper flashing wes not done with

the neces care and I am expecting alno other joints to bhe
cracked by constent movement in the copper caused :{u

changes in temperature. There ia also the problem of t
hap;ened with the insulation in the roof which, I supjose, is
now full of water which cannot out. 1 wonder vhat your

point of view is about thia, Shall we open the cellling now %o
see how 1t loocks inside or shall we wanit to see 1f the trouble
with the flashins is really correéted since we will probably

have to open the celling again later. I would like to discuss
this personally with you, I wonder if you cen esll me to
malte an appointment abaut‘: this, either in my home before £ o'clock
in the morning, e-rcent Saturday, or in my offilce.

2. I am now sure that the dorestic hot water part of the

boller 1a defective and has to be replaced, s% in my opinion
wes stated slso today by the service peonvle adjusting my oll
burner. You may remember that I mentioned the inadequate

. _Aomeatle hot wn service of the boller right from the begin-
Appendix 28. Letter?rom Breuer to Howard E. Custance (Source: Breuet, Letter, 07-12-1939)



enough or it does not circulate properly. Yould you please

arrange with {om' heating engineer to pet iIn touch with me
in my office to discuss this matter with me?

{e The amount of oll used last month was so great that I am
seriously concerned about the effféfengy of the heater. Low-
ever, the oll service people Loday stated that with thelr

read justment the amount of olil used will be much less so I

just want to mention this point depending on whether their
read justment is really effective or not.

Very =incerely yours,

l'arcel Ireuer

MEz P

Appendix 29. Letter from Breuer to Howard E. Custance (Source: Breuer, Letter, 07-12-1939)

Appendix 30. Sketch for Breuer House (Source: Breuer, Sketch No. 371, n.d.)
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Appendix 31. Sketch for Breuer House (Source: Breuet, Sketch No. 15, n.d.)
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Breuer House Il

Lear Mr. Vaughan:

There are now five houses detailed in my offlce,
construction of whieh starts this spring. Two
of them are rather good-slze, more or less luxe
urious hemes, three of them rather minimum cost
houses in the §12,6000-{15,000 eclass,

I wonder whether 1t 1s preactical to hendle the
herdware for these houses through you, and I
would appreciate your frenk opinion ebout it. I
feel that, as in your case, personal econtract
with the architect 1s very valuable, and also be-
cause many detalls, especially of tﬁn more luxiure
ious homes, will be worked out during execution,
and the complete hardware list, which can be pre=
pered this month, will have to be completed later
and probably revised. If you think that the job
econld he handled by you over the distance from
Poston to New York, I would appreciate 1t 1if you
would let me know and suggest & method &s to how
the matter should be handled.

If you think that this type of work could not be
handled from Foston, I would be grateful if you
would Fgive me the name of a New York firm who
could rernder the same service as we have received
from you during many vears.

Appendix 32. Letter from Breuer to W.C. Vaughan (Source: Breuer, Letter, 12-05-1947)

Enclosed please lnd blueprint of my house now
under construction in ¥ew Canaan, Conn. on
which are indicated the bathroom doors and the
cabinets to be used, which I would like to re-
peat here:

1) Pattern X517, blue. The wall behind the
shelves from floor to celling, ulao the
hatch door towards the utillty room &bove
I.J'-I-I ¥YieCoa

2) Pattern X506-.080H. All shelves white,
elso edges; also tre two faces of the
projeetion in the corner adjacent to the
shelves; also the wall which 1s above the
long side of the bathtub, and from one
corner of the room to the other corner,

3) X103-.020H, The remaining two walls of .
the bathroogy from floor to the
of the clerestory window at the wall
towards the hall, end from floor to
celling of the oppoalte wall. The door
to the trance hall will remain natural
color plywood without your flinish,

Appendix 33. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 03-06-1947)

46



.y AUa PrUnliscu Narry Hpg mMrrS. DIMeuel” SOVeral Timas
that you would have the Iloors covered with paper to
protect them before the movers came, so that dirt
would not be ground into them while still unfinished.
I was very much distressed to see not only that there
was no paper anywhere, but aleo that the floors had
not been completely finished. In some cases there
has been damage, or at least dirtying, of the unfine
ished floors as a result of this omission, and 1 hope
you will take irmedlate steps to correst it.

2) V¥hile Mr. Breuer told you that the grain of the
various sheets of plywood could not be matched 1t was
understood, of course, that there would be some care
used in suieuting nimilnr types and colors to go toget-
her. In the kitchen this seems to have been done. 1In
the laundry, however, there are two dark panels which
look very badly with the surrounding walls. In the
celling of the living room-dining room there are four
very pink panels, two small pink panels over the dine
ing table, and one dark brown panel in the living room.
The dini room slde of the 5' wall is a Jumble of dif=-
ferent colors, and a verr bad selection pleces was
mede for the ﬁall side of this same wall. It will be
necessary to move these around to get all the brown
ones together, and to make the cellings a consistent
color. While you can undoubtedly reuse 1ln new locae
tions some of this that rust now be taken out, you will
probably also need & few additlonal sheets.

Appendix 34. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 06-10-1947)

This promise of yours is one of many similar ones
which have not been kept, and after I have tried
with all means, and with considerable personal
saorifices of time and money to carry out this
work with you in a friendly way, I have to admit
now that my patlience is completely exhausted with
the way you carry on your business and with the
'h.ﬂl' Jﬂht

This letter is to sarve you notice that if the
house is not completed in a satisfactory way this
week, with the exception of the two points I men-
tion below, I will, on the basis of article 10 of
my contract with you, terminate this contract and
have all the work st!ll to be done carried out by
another contractor of my choosing, all of which
work will be at your expense.

The two items referred to above are:

1) All the Masonite panels themselves can walt
for a week or two longer. However, the frame-
work for them should be finished tﬂil week,

2) The re-doing of the ceiling in the living
room, dining room and entreance up to the end
of January, as per my enclosure.

Appendix 35. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 24-11-1947)



As to the plywood celling in the living room, din-
ing room and entrance hall area of my house, which,
a8 you know, 18 unsatisfactory workmanship and can-
not be accepted, we came last Friday to the follow-
ing agreement:

You will remove the plywood nuiling in the above
mentioned area and put on & new ceiling of 3/4"
board, tongue and groove Jjolnts, hidden naliling in
furring, boarding to run parsllel with the joists.
In the basement, you will ereect the studding for
the partitions shown by dotted lines on the base-
ment plan, including door fremes, hanging the

doors, and covering the partitions on one side with
the pi:!uud which you remove from the living room
celling., All the work will be carried out by you
es replacement value for materisl and labor {ﬂl!il
in connection with removing the celling. However,
all costa for the materials will be carrlied by me,
Work ia to be completed by the end of January at

the latest, and is to be done in a continubus period
of one week. If work in connection with this is not
finished up to the last day of January, 1948, it
will be carried out by another contractor at your
axXpenng.

Appendix 36. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 24-11-1947)

NOW IS TEE BEST TIME--for a Senix Aerial study of your property--when
from the air leaflesa trees reveal the earth's contours, streams and
boundaries--ground details which show up completely only at this time
of the year. No wonder that this is our buslest semson.

Only an =erial photograph cen show the relation of buildings to prop-
erty and property to surroundings so graphically and reallstically that
it takes the place of & hundred ground shots.

As specialists in aerial photography, Senlxz Aerlpl sminlsins a wudern
laboratory and the best camera equipment to insure the fimest quality
finished work.

Benix Aerial comes to you--at your oconvenience and without obligatlon
and goes over your property with you to ascertain the main points of
interest you wish emphasized. At the same time we show you examples

of studies completed recently and go over the varlous slses and finishes
from which you make your selection. Prices depend upon your selection.
A leather bound portfolic study with your name in 24Kt gold is very
popular and makes & fine gift.

Be that you may take advantage of this most favorable time of the year,
inoluding snow just ahead, let us know when it will be most convenient
for our pilot to call and show you examples of work done nearby. Do
it today without obligation.

Appendix 37. Letter from Don Pruess to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 26-11-1947)
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George E. kKallinson Importing Co.
265 Fifth Avenue
New York 16, New York

Attention ¥r. C. F. Stites
Gentlemen:

A few weeks ago I esked you by telephone to send
me some samples of your China matting. I under-
stand that you do not have it now in the natural
color but in the vari-colored mixed with natural,
and I would very much appreciate if you could
send me a sample of this very scon.

Vould you also please let me know when you expect
the China ntttin% in natural color, and whether I
gcould see & small sample of the material you ex-

pect., I nepd qulite a blt of this material, which
I would like you to reserve for me ahead of time.

Yours very truly,

i 48 Marcel Breusr

d
[}
[l

5 .HﬁI mi ] th
Appendix 38. Letter from Breuer to C. P. Stites (Source: Breuer, Letter, 01-12-1947)

Referring to my order, confirmed with your letter
of July 3rd, &8s you know, we have had a lot of
trouble getting these doors, and now that the
order haes been completed, we are very dlsappointed
indeed.

Moat of the doors are badly warped, even before
belng used, and were delivered in that state.

Ye have had to use some of them, as 1t was lmpos-
alble to leave the house longer without doors, and
a0 we used the exterior doors you sent us and three
of the interior dcors, selecting the ones which are
the least warped. However, of those which we used
one 1s bedly warped and the other somewhat less,

Further, apparently at the putting together of the
frame of your doors you use metal clips. This is,
of course, very unexpected and 1s an uncraftsman-
like method to use, because in adjusting the

doors to existing conditlons you hit these metal
eclips, end the results are not pleasant for anyone
concerned.

The five interlor doors we haven't used (two 2'-8"
wide and three 2' wide) are in the basement of my
house end they are herewith returned to you.
Please pleck them up at your earliest convenlence.

of course. I will not sccept any responsibliity for
Appendix 39. Letter from Breuer to L. Rukeyser (Source: Breuer, Letter, 01-12-1947)



El Q\:ﬂlr House
Lear kr. Wood:

In connection with my letter of November 2€6th re
changing of the celling of the living area, eto.,
and putting up pertitions on the ground floor,

it is understood between us that your work does
not include the henging end rittlng of the doors;
it inecludes, however, everything else mentioned
in my letter. I would ke %o call your attention
ts the fact that the walles will be finlished and
that the new celling will be natural color without
any finish on 1t, consequently the work should be
carried out with the utmost care &nd cleanlineas.

Pleuse slign & copy of this letter as your confirme-
tion end return it to this office.

It is slso understood thet you cen put up the base-
ment partitions at your convenience, and that the

one week continuous period mentioned in my previous
letter refers only to work which ia done upatairs.

Sincerely youre,
Appendix 40. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 01-12-1947)

- - W = om

Deer Sir: Re: China Natting - Your letter
Decembar lst

Wi are sending you semples of the aveilable
China Matting., This, as lir, Stites informed you, is
8ll in mixtured designs. We have no sll nstural on

?rdar, and because of high prices do not expesct to
impert seme for the time belng,

We have & small gock of the mixed ecolor Chins
matting, &s per samples, und we offer this to you subject
to prior ssle atsprice of 4C¢ per sq. yd., by the roll
only, with terms of 1% 10 deys or net 60 days,

Very truly yours,

GEO. E. MALLINSON IMPORTING CO. INC.

— %//L%wv )?( fEraum_

Appendix 41. Letter from William M. Braun to Breuer (Source: Breuet, Letter, 08-12-1947)
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During our part in the constructlon of your home 1 at no
time hesitated or complained to fulfill your desires in super-
vising an excellent and workmanllke installation. BSometlmes I
might have thought your wishes to be somewhat out of the ordlnary,
nevarthelessa I saw them through willingly. We have bullt a large
business through that service and we would llke to continue
gerving you in a frlendly manner,

I belleve, with the erception of reslacing the tcllet tank
trin lever, our part of the contract 1s complete, and Las been
for four weeke., Of course you have the ordinary full years
guarentee agalnst defective materlals snl workmanship, consequently
we feel that the belance of our money shculd bte pald ilmmedlstely.

Wwe mallad you en estimete not to exceed $2700.00 but that did
not include geveral extra items which confronted us, such as wiring
for the 0il Burner, We took cere of theege matiers, without suthor-
ization, for your comfort. For every dollar we bllled you I can
show you value received. You do not have to pay ue 1n excees of
the original figure but I belisve it would be the nice thing to do.
You ¥111 remember that I tock the time to point out %o you some ol
the iteme called for in you plane and epeclfications which could be
omiltted or cut down in cuantity and size and stlll give you the
game resulte or better results for tha above flgure of &2700,00,

Mr, Breuer sgain we would 1llke to eettle In g frienlly manner
and we are sxpecting & reply within {lve daye.

Appendix 42. Letter from William M. Braun to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 09-12-1947)

Gentlemen:

Referring to your monthly statements I would ap-
preciaste very 1f you could separate all your
cherges to me In three categorles:

a) Kitchen equipment, such a refrigerator,
range, washing machine or sink, all of
which cherges have to go through Mr,.
¥ood, and with 10{ discount,

b) The charges in connection with wiring
and lighting fixtures of my house,
which were contracted with Mr. Taylor.

¢) The various purchases, such as hard-
ware, paint, eto. which Mrs. Breuer,
I, myself, or my painter have bought
from you.

I am sorry to bother you with thls request but
for bookeeping records it is ebsolutely necessary
that I have these three types of charges clearly
documented in your bills.
Yours very truly,
Appendix 43. Letter from Breuer to Silliman Hardware (Source: Breuer, Letter, 11-12-1947)
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With reference to your telsphone call to my office
'two days ago, this letter is to say that you don't
nesd to be worrled about getting your bills paid.

' As you may remember, your first two payments were
made immediately after your request was made, and
lusually pay my bills during the week when I recelve
them, assuming that they are okay. Consequently, I
don't expect to recelve telephone calls like the
other day, but your regular atatements on the lst of
the munﬁ}.

As to your installatlion in my house in New Canaan,
there 1s again & leakage in a radiator In the south
bedroom. I notlced the leakage by an icicle hanging
down from the ceiling of overhang under the maln
floor, and I am quite worried sbout this point. The
water from the radiator apparentl ran down the floor
- into the ingulation and, as you know, if the lnsulae
'~ tion 1a wet it has no insulating effect, and it 1is
' possible that the plpes there will freeze. I would
appreclate your giving this your immedlate and care=-
ful attention.

Appendix 44. Letter from Breuer to William N. Bouton (Source: Breuer, Letter, 11-12-1947)

o Tl T Nt Rl e e el

Lttention Nr. Armstrong |

Gentleman:

Thank you for your letter of December 1Sth, I
would appreclate if vou would set up an account
for me such as you suggest, l.e., a separate
busineas account which rnuid carry & 10 discount
on material purchased.

Thank you elso for your telephone ocull thls morne
ing informing me that the work bench was not
avallable. I hope my message to cancel my order
for a e¢lrcular saw and motor reached you and

that you will take care of this cancellatlon.

If the work bench shoulé become available before
too long, you might let me know.

Sincerely yours,

Appendix 45. Letter from Breuer to Silliman Hardware (Source: Breuer, Letter, 22-12-1947
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cept Int-rior’halrﬂlng, vhizh will be the same cypress as the
ﬂliliﬂa-

It 1s understood thaet you will not pey anything for any of
the doors used In the house, which weans that you have the
equivalent in the four doors now in place (2 bedroom doors,
bathroom door end basement entrance door) for additional work
and material for the new poreh and maln entrence door,

The lowest tread of the porsh stalr: Before this tread can
be fastened, accordlng to our recent discussion, the poroh
hes to be lifted into a borlsontal position, also the sun-
shade (the steel cables apparently were not pre-stretched,
and have been stretched considerably under the load of the
recent snowfall),

2 x 3 partitions in baserent, fastened to floor and to ceile
ing, covered one side with pimnd using the gum plywood of
the present living, dining room &nd hell ceilings. These
basement partitions will be resdy with door Jambs, ete. for
the fitting and hanging of doors, dut the hl.x::g and the
supplying of the doors and setting of the ha re is not
your work.

The plywood celling of living, dining and entrance area will
be removed, and as wmentioned above, used for the basement
partitions. 4 new celling of Tk( cypress boarding on furring
will be executed you, sccording to my letters of November
26th and Lecember last. The cypresa, however, 1s to be sup=
plied by me,

Appendix 46. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-01-1948)

Steel windows are to be checked as to opening. Some of them
hit the wood part or the sunshade so that they cannot be

opanec.

The #1111 in the living roomnorth window 1s lesking &t one end,
and thie should be fixed. Apparently no mastlic was used there
to tighten the connectlon betwsen the hoarding and the end of
window sill. There ls & heavy lcicle there and the water
enters behind the outaide boarilng. As a matter of feset, this
windovw s1ll weae not sven primed, which should have been done

by you before gleging. 1 would appreclate 1f you would prime
t{o window 2111 now, as it should be protected from the hazsrds

of the westher.

Asbestos celling and fascle board over entrance porch to be
replaced,

Fir floors: Therever blocking Letween Jolsts over basement
walls have pushed up the fir flooring, it has to be fixed end
the blocking checked so that this won't happen in the future.

Utility room celling under water pipe has to be closed up with
1/4" plywocod, as no ducts will be made for kitchen fane

Fir flooring has te be checked as to loome ends.
¥avy homosote under overhangs has to be fixed,

Appendix 47. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-01-1948)
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I hope very much thet tha schadule 1 have set will be adhered
to this time by you, and also I expect confirmatlon of this
letter with your signature on the enclosed copy. If this cone
firsation is not in my handa the end of this week, I shell have
to aseume that all my efforts to get the house finished by you
in @ normsl ent friendly way huve fulled, in which gase I will
make preperation on Monday, January 12th, to engage enother
contrector who will carry out the work on time and g§ your exe
pense. Of course, I would hate to do this, but I don't see any
other way to get the house finished,

ilncerely yours,

Karcel Ireuer
Appendix 48. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-01-1948)

AWO FRIODNLVE BALLE L UUYED N uFOWIl KL VELNTH BIra O RN

roocm., Mesonite will he provided by me and is to be cut to
size by you.

Plywood sige enclosure on diak washing unit in kitchen, to
be placed sand securely fastened to steel parts.

Maln entrance door end porch door, including metal thresholds,
to be buillt by you. Meterisl is to be provided by you, ex-
"itiin“riﬂ boarding, whiczh will be the same cypress as the
oce nge

It 18 understood thet you will not pay anything for any of
the doors used Iin the house, which reans that you have the
equivalent in the four doors now in plsce (2 bedroom doors,
bathresm door end besement entrance door) for additional work
and material for the new poreh end maln entrence door.

The lowest tread of the porsh stalr: BDefore this tread can
be fastened, according to our recent discussion, the porch
has to be lirttd into a borlzontal position, also the sun-
shade (the steel cables apparently were not pre-stretched,
and have been atretched conslderably under the load of the
recent snowfell),

Appendix 49. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-01-1948)
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Two Masonite (pressed wood) sliding doors in linen closet,
Mesonite to be provided by you,

Two Mascnlte sliding doors between kitchen sund dining
room. Masonite will be rrovided by me and is to be cut to
alze by you.

Plywood slge enclosure on disk washing unit in kitchen, to
be placed and securely fastened to steel parts.

Maln entrance door end porch door, inecluding metal thresholds,
to be built by you, Materisl 1s to be provided by you, ex=
n-i;itnt-rlor boarding, whiczh will be the same cypress as the
ce ng s«

It 1s understood thaet you will not pey anything for any of
the doors used in the house, which weans that you have the
equivelent in the four doors now in place (2 bedrocm doors,
bathroosm door end basement entrance door) for additional work
and material for the new poreh and main entrence door,

The lowest tread of the porsh stalr: Before this tread can
be fastened, aceording to our recent discussion, the porch
has to be 1irud into a borisontal poasition, also the sun-
shade (the steel cables apparently were not pre-stretched,
and have been stretched considerably under the load of the

_ _recent snowfell).
Appendix 50. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-01-1948)

Dear ¥r. Rukeyser:

Thank you for your note of January €th. Unfortun-
ately the doors are no better but are probably
worse than they were btefore, and they don't show
any tendency to stralghten out. I would appreclate
very much if you would plck up the doora not in
place in my house, because as I wrote you before,
they may be damaged there, for which I would not
like to be reaponsible,

As to the two exterlor doors which are in place but
which sre so badly werped thet they cannot be used,
I will now have to have the bullder meke doors for
me, and tec remove the old doors, put on the new
doors and change the hardvare will cost more than
the four doors of yours (three interlor and one ex=-
terior door) I dmmds want to keep. Consequently, I
think 1t 1s fair that we charge you for labor a
material for the twc new exterior doors, changing
hardware, etc. against the cost of the doors used.

Sincerely yours,

Appendix 51. Letter from Breuer to L. Rukeyser (Source: Breuer, Letter, 07-01-1948)



Probably Mrs. Breuer has already told you over the
telephone that in the southwest corner of my base=
ment there ls & leakage Iir & heatling plpe, which

has produced quite a bad spot on the basement floor.
Can you please give this matter your attention.

There are also two polints behind the ocutaide skin
of the house where lc¢icles have formed under the
overhang, which may be leakages In the radlators

or water plpes. One is or the south wall near the
radlator in Tomas' room, and the other 1s in the
north wall under the west end of the radiator. I
hope that these two lcicles are not due to leakage
in the radiators supply or return pipes. I mentlon
this because I have not been able to trace any dampe
ness on the floor under the radiators.

When you have checked on these matters, would you
please give me & call and let me know what you have
found.

At the same time, you protably will put in the addl-
tional pipe for filling the oll taenk.

Appendix 52. Letter from Breuer to William N. Bouton (Source: Breuer, Letter, 08-01-1948)
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Appendix 53. Invoice No. P 6129 (Source: Breuer, Invoice No. P 6129, 16-02-1948)
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Enclosed please find cheqie for §{1l48.25 covering
your blll of February 20th, 1948, I imegine there
is &n error in thls bill in the lieting of 200 ft.
of 1xb cypress at {50,00. As you may remember, I
telephoned you about this item, which 1s replace-
ment for the defective portion of the cypress you
sent me in January (1,000 sq. ft.). Thls cypress,
which was intended for interior use, had a lot of
split pleces, a.so pleces where the i, was
split off and where the checking was rgﬁzﬁ, ete.,
8o that we had an unusually high percentage of
waste. When I explained that toc you over the tele-
phone, you sald you would replece it. I, quite
naturally, assumedthat thls replacement would be
made without charge, and this is also what the man
who dellvered the cypress in January told me, to
whom | mentioned that quite a large portion of the
material would not be useable. This is also the
reaacn whe T did not pay your January bill in full
but retiined a part of 1it.

Of course, I want to settle this in a fair way and
so I expect you to let me know if you feel that

you are entitled to some further payment. The en-
closed cheque is for your bill less the §50,00 (and
£1.560 for tax) for the replacement cypress.

Sincerely yours,
Appendix 54. Letter from Breuer to Charles Schwarz (Source: Breuer, Letter, 03-03-1948)

In the week of February léth to February 1l8th you
geve me and Mrs. Ereuer four times promlses for
four different days when you would come and set
the glases in the bathroom, and do the remaining
part of your unfinished work in the house. We
haven't heard from you since.

As you haven't come, and as this ls Just & continua-
tion of & long struggle to keep things going with
you, I regret that I will have to flnish the rest of
the work in my house with someone else, and, of
course, charge you with thie expense. Still unfin-
ished in the house are the following items:

l. One glass pane in bathroom.

2. Homosote boarding under overhangs.

3. 0Olling of exterlor fir boarding.

4. .riming and caulkling of window sills.

6. Inadequately executed sliding doors in hall.
6. Screen doors.

Juding from your staying away and feellng no obliga-
tion to notify uas, or otherwise indlcate that yon
intend to work on the house, I, for my part, have
declded not to let you aunt[nul work.

I want to finish our business in a falr way, and this
latter is to request you to let me have all the
claims, if any, in the form of your own bill or bills

of subcontractors, outstanding against me in connec-
Appendix 55. Letter from Breuer to Irving Wood (Source: Breuer, Letter, 03-03-1948)



Yesterday, sbout 12:15 P,M., I called you up to
tell you that the heater room of my house was under
water, and that you should come over and see what
eould be done in this emergency. You came ln about
three-quarters of an hour, and you have seen that
the corner where the oll plpe enters the heater
room 1s not tight (water was enterlng through there
even durlng eonstruction, and you were supposed to
have fixod this).

You left, gliving me assurance that you would get the ma-
son and start work to repealr the demage. It was
obvious that the denger was that the whole ground
floor would be flooded, and I had to work conatanitly
and without interruption, with sponges, ete. to keep
up with the water, which was entering the basement

in conslderable quantity. You sald also that you
would telephone me and let me know whether you had
found the mason and when you would start work. You
left shortly after one o'eclock, and I haven't heard
from you since, nor from your subecontractor, and you
did not even feel obliged to call up or inguire about
the state of things caused by negligence in the exe-
cution of your work.

Fhen I had a trench dug yesterday afternoon just

namtlh Af tha ha * wall &~ nrasta dralnaca far
Appendix 56. Letter from Breuer to Ixing Wood FSt;u'r‘ce: Breuer, Letter, 18-03-1948) n

floor of my house, The water, under pressure of
the hill, entered the hesater room, end it was e
specially lueky circumatance that I was at home
at that time, and by hard work, and with the help
of other econtrectors, prarentaa flooding of the
whole basement.

On this occesion we dug down at the north side of
the basement, Just outsids the foundation, end did
not find the drainage tile which was requested in
my specification, and in varlious talks with kr.
Wood. In the specification it was clearly stated
thaet the north side, the west side and the south
side of the house should have open joint dralinage
tiles set in a treneh filled with crushed stone
and connected with the dry well.

Mr. Re has just told me that he connected only the
roof drainage with the dry well, but not the two
ends of the drain tiles around Ehu foundations, and
that, as far as he knows, no drainage tile was pro-
vided st the north of the house, and that 1s where
the entering of the water the o%her—dny oceurred.

All this work waas included in Mr. Wood's contract
with me, I don't, of course, know exactly what his
arrangements were with ycu; also I don't know to
what extent the specificetlions were known to you,
nor to what exaset performence Mr. Wood contracted
you, If the dralnage tiles around the foundatlons,
and thelr connection to the dry well, were included

Appendix 57. Letter from Breuer to Carl Buccino (Source: Breuer, Letter, 22-03-1948)
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The Hoyt Nurserles
New Canaan
Connecticut

Gentlemen:

A8 ‘Mr. Breuer does the landscape gardening on those
houses which he designs, [ ar wondering if this
would entitle him to & profeasional discount at your
nupseries. %Yould you be kind enough to let me know,
and elso to let me know the amount of such discount.

Many thanka.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary to Mr. Breuer
mf

Appendix 58. Letter from Breuer to Hoyt Nurseries (Source: Breuer, Letter, 30-04-1948)

438 E. 88th Street)
New York, N.T.
Re: Breuer House

Dear Siry

As per your request, om April l4th, 1948 we submitted to
you an itemized statement of Mr. Wood's account as it mppeared on
our books with relation to the Ireuer house. Since that time we
have received no communication from you or Mr. Wood with regard

to settlement of thia account.

We would very much dislike to take the necessary legal
steps to collect the sum due us as this would involve lawywrs,

courts, ete., but we feel that it may be necessary to do so.

Flease communicate with us on this matter.

Appendix 59. Letter from Martin Gruss to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 26-05-1948)
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The Department of Architestura is preparing s cireulating
exhibition of four post-wer houses, and would 1like to show
your own house in Connscticut, We feel thet this is one of
the best domestic buildings preduced since the war, and know
that the publie will enjoy seeings it.

To help ue plan the show, we wauld spprecists it wery much

if you would send us egome information. We would like & brief
statement about the house, = simple, not too technieal de-
seription. Tf there are any detsile or innavations of pesii-
cular note, or special problems, we should 1ike to know about
them. We need securste information about the following:

1. Construction

2. M=terials, interior and exterior

5. Colors, interior end exterior

4. Important details, interior snd exterior

5. Plan (we have no plan of the house)

6. Specisl comments on plan end design

7. Description of site and view

8. Anything inter=sting about furniture end equipment
9. Heating, insulation und services

Would you be kind enough to answer a= eoon as possible? We

&re alreaqr behind schedule, =nd eannot proceed without your
help, T trust that this will not inconvenience wou too greatly,
Thank you for your cooperation. i

Appendix 60. Letter from Ada Huxtable to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 16-06-1948)

Not knowing actuslly to what performsences he has
nired you, juet for your information I would like
to say here that in regard to the masonry and similar
work, the following omlssions and deviations have
been made from my drawings and speclficatlions, which
:eg; incorporated as part of my agreement with Nr.

QD0 «

l. The dralnage tiles along the footings of the
foundations have been carried only on the west
side and on the south side of the house. They
have not been carried on the north side, and
thglnndl have not been connected with tﬂt dry
well.

2. The footings of stone walls are not carried to
the depth shown on my drawlngs.

3. The portion of the besement walls below grade
have not received cement plaster, as specified.

4, Concrete floor =leb in basement has not been
laid on 8" erushed stone fill.

May I refer your also to ny letters of February 10th
and March 22nd, 148,

Sincerely yours,
Appendix 61. Letter from Breuer to Ernest R. Rau (Source: Breuer, Letter, 18-06-1948)
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Dear Mrs. Huxtablet

In connection with your letter of June 1léth and our
recent telephone conversation, please find below a
description of my house 1ln New Canaan, Connecticut,
in the same sequence as the polnts in your letter.

l) Construction of the house 1s very similar to that
of the so-called American frame house. The tra-
ditional frame construction 1s, however, adapted
to achlieve very large cantilevers without heavy
framl members, or steel or concrete members.

You will note on the plans th&t the two ends of
the house are cantilevered about 1l0' on each side.
This cantilever is supported by the atiff ends of
both long walls of the house, which walls are rig-
1dly and strmucturally supporting by reans of
disagonal sheathing and diagonal boarding. I
enclose a photostat of a schematiec drawing explain-
ing this idea of the construction.

2) The ground floor 1a concrete blocks painted inslde
and out. The elevated maln floor is T&G vertlical
or diagonal boarding cutside; the interior finish
is painted plywood throughout, except the celling

A of the living-dining entrance space, di‘;.eh is ecy-
.paubaT press boarding, and the larger bedroom) which is
natural gum plywood. Flor surfaces are Haitlan
mattings, bluestone and black asphalt tlles.
Kitechen walls and shelving in natural wood.

Appendix 62. Letter from Breuer to Ada Huxtable (Source: Breuer, Letter, 22-06-1948)
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and out. The elevated main floor is T&G vertical
or dlagonal boarding outslde; the interior finish
is painted plywood throughout, except the celling
of the living-dining entrance space, ¢h 1s cy-
preas boarding, and the larger bedroom, which 1s
natural gum plywood. Flor surfaces are laltian
mattings, bluestone and black asphalt tiles.
Kitchen walls and shelving in natural wood.

) Palnting 1s white throughout combined with natural
wood surfaces, which are mentloned above, and cer-
tain walls in quite definite colora. For inatance,
the north wall of the living room ls a atrong
eobalt blue, low screen wall between dining room
and entrance is the same color on both sldes, so
is one wall of the larger bedroom, with the adjac-
ent walls one white and the other cne a dark, neu-
tral brown, and the fourth a medium gray. Tﬁn :
doors of tﬁl bathroom and the two bedrooms are in
the three basic colors - light cadmium yellow,
strong ecobalt blue and Chinese red.

Appendix 63. Letter from Breuer to Ada Huxtable (Source: Breuer, Letter, 22-06-1948)



4) It may be considered an interesting detail that
the poreh ls suspended from the maln body of the
house by means of stesel cables. The anchorage of
the steel cables to the porch and to the house 1s
by means of the type of hardwere and turnbuckles
used for the rigging of boats. The exterior stair
is suspended from under the floor. Porch parapets
are consldered as structural plate trussaes, East
windows are protected by sunshades, which are sup-

~ ported by tension cables. All details simple car-
penter work, ineluding shelving, built-in closets,
etc. Much of the shelving in the house 1s construc-
tion lumber, 2x8's or 2x10's.

6) I enclose blueprints 10l and 102, showing plan, etc.
of the house.

6) As is demonstrated by the plans, the main living
funttionsare on one level - bedrooms, eating, liv-
ing, even utility room next to the kitchen (for
washing, sewling, ironing.) This level 18 elevated
ove r the naturni ground, which is quite hilly. The
lower portion of the house 1s, for economic reasons
and for reasons of "no-need-to-be-bilgger," reduced
&8 much es possible....less foundation, less mason-
ry, less concrete work, less insulstion, less expense
wherever you are connecteéd with the terrain. This 18
the rain reason for the cantilevered type of con=-
struction, which i1s large in the upper maln level in
relation to a small lower base level.

Appendix 64. Letter from Breuer to Ada Huxtable (Source: Breuer, Letter, 22-06-1948)
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&s much a&s possible....less foundatlion, less mason-
ry, less concrete work, less insulation, less expense
wherever you are connected with the terrain., This is
the main reason for the cantllevered type of cone
struction, which 1s large in the upper maln level in
relation to & small lower base level.

Design and detalls are simple, nearly primitive, with
refinements in the reverse direction. The main ldea
wis to achleve space and enjoy the relatlion of the
elements of this space, as inexpensively as possible.

The center of the house is the kitechen and utility

room, & characteristic of the "maidless" house. Cone
nautinn from the kitchen to the other rooms ls with-
out doors; kitchen shelving is connected with sliding
doora to the dining table gn the dining room. Dishes,
ete. can be taken direct from the shelves to the din-
ing table. Visitors help in the kitchen. From this
central kitchen everything in the house and outdoors
can be supervised: children, visitors, deliveries, etec.

The bedrooms are used &lso in the daytime as living
rooms. The large bedroom 1s not only for beds, but
ineludes & plano, end & large counter-desk for drawing,
f:inting, correspondence, etc. The smaller bedroom is
rge encugh for & similar counter and for two beds
also for comfortable seats, etc. Bedrooms are not for

Appendix 65. Letter from Breuer to Ada Huxtable (Source: Breuer, Letter, 22-06-1948)
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7) The house 18 on & hillside, with a meadow to the east
and a amall wood to the south. There 1s no svectacular
view, but rather an Intimete one over the nearby rolling |
countryside.

) Though, as explained above, everything is detalled in a
rather unsophisticated and "anachronistic" way, the mech-
anical equipment of the house is highly sophisticated
and up-to-date. Time saving installations are employed:
dish washing machine, garbage disposal, automatic
laundry, Mix-Master. lousekeeping and housework are
r;ﬂuu-d to the minimum, &8s indlcated also in caption 6
above.

Lesks, working ecounters, bookshelves, radio and gramo-
phone equlpment are bullt-in. The only movable
furnishings are beds, sofas, fauteil, dining table and
chalrs. The cabinet with the radlo and gramophone con-
trols is, at the same time, a coffee table. Porch fur-
niture: built-in benches and a large dining table, all
in slats with open Joints, for summer and winter use.

) Heating is automatic oil heater, forced hot water, con-
vectors. Insulation double Klmsul &nd alr spaces.
Services see above (one plumbing stack serving two bath-
rooms, kitchen and utility rnaE?.

Appendix 66. Letter from Breuer to Ada Huxtable (Source: Breuer, Letter, 22-06-1948)

10) In the lower portion of the house are &ll auxiliary
functions: heating,storage, storage closet, second
bathroom, workshop combined with guest room, playroom,
and lnntﬁur bedroom which is occupled by my five year
old son. He has, then, next to his bedroom, a ply-
room, and in a few yeara the workshop. All this on

arden level, with a seperate door out, This lower
evel is a dirt and noise trap, mainly in consideration
of children.

I hope this gives you the informatlion you want. If
anything is missing, please let me know,

Sincerely yours,

Marcel Freuer

MEsmf
Encls. 3

Appendix 67. Letter from Breuer to Ada Huxtable (Source: Breuer, Letter, 22-06-1948)
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ZbU Parik Avenue
New York 17, N. ¥,

Gentlemen:

¥Will you please enter my order for 12 yards of fabrie
Nos 10089, 54" wide, in derk brown, retail price
£9.75 per yd. In seccordance with our telephone cone
versation I understand thet this material is not now

on hand, but jyou expect to have 1t in about ten daysa.

This material 1a for a sofa belng mede by Hans Knoll
and should be shipped to thelr factory at 505 Esst
7€nd Street, New York 21, as soon as possible., This
material, however, should be bllled to me &t the usual
decoratort's discount, as per ocur conversatlion with
your offlce a short Eimu BFD e

Thanking you for your attentlon to this matter,

Sincerely yours,

Bl o W . -
Appendix 68. Letter from Breuer to J.H. Thorp and Co. (Source: Breuer, Letter, 20-09-1 948)

As you probably know, a leak has developed in my
house in New Canasan, which drips into the smaller
bedroom. One of your men was out last week, but
epparently he wasn't able to do much hecause of
the snow on the roof.

We discovered the lesk Sunday, Januvary 23rd. It
was somewhat curlous, because nelther that day nor
the day before was there any raln or snow, and the
roof was clear of snow, There may be a pocket of
water which has slowly found its way down through
the celling into the room. The spot 1s under the
southern end of the clerestory, and it may be the
composition flashing which connects the roof sur-
face with the slde wall of the clereatory pralec-
tion. Of course, the lesk might also be somewhere
else and just show’ng 1tezelf on that spot.

Would you plesse gilve this matter your personal
attentlion and drop me & line what in your opinion
la the cause of the leaksge. I would also like to
know speclifically whether the composition flashing
around the clerestory,which you chose to replace
t?;h.finifiid copper flashing, has anything to do
w .

Appendix 69. Letter from Breuer to R. W. Kleinknecht (Source: Breuer, Letter, 01-02-1949)
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Appendix 70. List of Payments as Letter of March 9, 1948 (Source: Breuer, List of Payments as Letter of March 9, 1948, 06-05-1949)

Mr Marcel Breuer, Architect
New York, N. Y.

Dear Sir:
1 was very much interssted in the article "A Dollar
Buys More Room" which dealt with your home. This
article appeared in the April issue of Science
Illustrated.

I would appreciate your enlightening =e on the floor
construction of the cantilevered end wings.

Youre ve 1y,

-'LI Hi ﬁﬂhﬂ.-; W

Appendix 71 Letter from A. W. Rohde to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 07-05-1949)
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Appendix 72. Letter from Breuer to New Canaan Water Co. (Source: Breuer, Letter, 05-04-1951
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Breuer House, New Canaan Il

Uagalr Lanss

About my sofa: You have probably heard from your secre—
tary that I wanted to walt until the new gray covering was
avallable. liow I hear thet the delivery date of thiis fab-

3
ri¢c 1s very uncertain, consequently I have to come to
another decision to get the soia as soon as posslble.

Would you please cover the btody and the back cushions with
your fabric K140/2, ¢eclor belge (Devil K ami the seat cush-

fons with K3.0,/3, color broun (Dewvil). Both of these
materials are cheaper than the one originally selected, so
I gues=s there will be no difficulty about them. I hope to
get the sofla as quickly as possible.

As you know, it should be delivered to Sunset [iill Road,
Hew Canaan, and the one which is now in New Canaan should

be brought to my office at 113 East 37th St. I hope the
sofa will arrive 1ln New Canaan in good condition, because
it is practically a show plece 1n our house.

Many thanks for the troublea. Best personal regards,

| P N
.'...-.--'r-'}'

Appendix 73. Letter from Breuer to Hans Knoll (Source: Breuer, Letter, 18-10-1950)

Dear Mr. Breuer:

We have checked with some of our suppliers
and find that we can secure 3" cypress at this time.

They do say that their supply of stock is very
limited.

So, we could probably build the window frames, etec.
for you.

Frankly, we still think a loecal millwork concern
could handle this work as well as we canj especially
considering the distance we have to operate from.
Also, our workmen are non-union, and we don't know
how that might effect the progress of the work.

Very truly yours,
THE GEORGE J. SWITZER CO.

Appendix 74. Letter from Edmund Switzer to Breuer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 28-02-1951)



Dear Mr. Switzer:

thanks for your letter of Februery 2oth. If it is
not too much trouble for you, I still would preifer that
you do wy window, because you Lave some experience with
them, and because the work you did for Kr, and irs. Still-
man is very satisfactory. Coasequently, I would appreci-
ate very much if you could give me an eztimate for the
windows, the exterior and interior door [rames, and the
exterior doors of uy house. The rest of the m.{llwnrr. 1
will get lecally.

If you can supyly we with the just-mentioned part of the
millwork at an early date, let us say around the begimning
of May, we could truck the widle work down to iew

and I &un*t think the distance would cause prohibitive
difficultles vr costs.

Also I heve made inguiries of the builders here and find
that the union builders have no objection whatsoever to
getting millwork from @ non-union shop. Of course, the set-
ting of the mdlliworik would be done by tie bullders anyway,

sa that vour nop-unlon labor would not work on tle Job,
Appendix 75. Letter?rom Breuer to Edmund Switzer (Source: Breuer, Letter, 08-03-1951)

The Two Thousand Four Hundred Sixty Dellars (§2,460.00) 1s a
maximum price; and you want to give me the benefit of all
possible savings, which I would very much apprecliate.

Work has to be scheduled so that on the 15th of April tue umain
concrete slab can be poured. Tnls slab will recelve tlhe copper
coils (by another contractor) not later than April 28th, Your
attention is especially called to this time schedule, &8 it
would be quite serious If we failed to comply with goverument
rerulations.

Appendix 76. Letter from Breuer to Clarence E. Bouton (Source: Breuer, Letter, 21-03-1951)
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Appendix 77. Letter from Breuer to Ernest R. Rau (Source: Breuer, Letter, 26-03-1951

Appendix 78. Letter from Breuer to Clarence E. Bouton (Source: Breuer, Letter, 04-04-1951




Appendix 79. Letter from Breuer to Ernest R. Rau (Source: Breuer, Letter, 18-06-1951

Source: Breuer, Letter, 28-06-1951
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Appendix 81. Letter from Breuer to Ernest R. Rau (Source: Breuer, Letter, 16-07-1951)

HRe: _Breuer Houss
Dear Ernest:

This is just to sum up our discussions of Thursday.

1. Stopeworki The stonework, which is generally zll right,
should have more horizontal pleces and more smaller pleces
mixed in between the blg ones. Whatever stone can Le used
from my stone fences should be used and mixed up with the
stone which you can get from Patsy Moreno. The joints should
be irregular, varying between 3/4" and 3" in width,

Appendix 82. Letter from Breuer to Ernest R. Rau (Source: Breuer, Letter, 17-08-1951)
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Dear Mr. Moje:

Please find enclosed my cheque for $898.46 for the balance
of your bill re miliwork for my house. A4s I explained at
the time when the material was delivered, the job was not
satisfactorily executed, and was not one which I would

have expected after the Marshad house, whieh you did pre-

viously.
Bome of the window frames were more than 1/4" thinner on
one end than on the other the cornera did not meet,

gsome time to the extent of 3/8" difference; none of the
main dimensions were right as to the kitchen lhelﬂnﬁ the
exterior doors are now curled about 3/4%., Further, before
I gave you the commission, you told wme that the Englund
house door and window frames cost around $1050.00. My
corresponding frames are wuch less than the Englund house,
though I have in addition kitchen and bathroom shelving.
Consequently, it was surprising to me to get a bill of
$1698.00 for the work. r, as you the bvill re-
presents your own expenses, I enclose cheque in payment.

Yours very truly,

Appendix 83. Letter from Breuer to Joseph Moje (Source: Breuer, Letter, 17-03-1952)
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