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2500km fewer

"The Two Seas Canal” 



360km



The buffer zone of the Property represents a total area of 195,836 hectares;

Historic monuments contained in the buffer zone is 556: 418 Inscribed historical monuments; 139 Listed historical monuments Source: i-pat, G. (Dec, 2020)  





Bassin de Saint-Ferréolthe in the Montagne Noire



Bassin de Naurouze



Source: https://www.unesco.nl/nl/erfgoed/canal-du-midi
https://www.traveler.es/naturaleza/articulos/canal-du-midi-recorrer-sur-de-francia-en-bicicleta-barco-senderismo/19009

https://www.unesco.nl/nl/erfgoed/canal-du-midi


One lock of the Les 9 Ecluses de Fonseranes; The Repudre canal - bridge (monument since 1942)



Carcassonne



Montady and the Malpas tunnel



Étang de Thau



WHY?

“IMPOSSIBLE ENGINEERING”

“A GENIUS OF MAN, A CRAZY IDEA”

languedoc-visit, 2022

Mukerji, C. (2009)



Water system

THE GEOGRAPHICAL CANAL

Water system

THE GEOGRAPHICAL CANAL



Water system

THE GEOGRAPHICAL CANAL



Landscape typology

THE GEOGRAPHICAL CANAL

Source: i-pat, G. (Dec, 2020)  

Image source: i-pat, G. (Dec, 2020)



THE FUNCTIONAL CANAL

Navigation

Source：1697  Nolin, Jean-Baptiste



Tourism

THE FUNCTIONAL CANAL

Source：Braudel, F., & 
Reynolds, S. n. t. (1976)



Irrigation 40% of the water transport is used for navigation, the rest of the total volume is used for other 

uses, the first of which is the irrigation of agricultural land (i-pat, Dec, 2020)

THE FUNCTIONAL CANAL

Cultivation land



THE HISTORICAL CANAL

Chronicle



THE HISTORICAL CANAL

Chronicle



THE HISTORICAL CANAL

Chronicle



THE HISTORICAL CANAL

Chronicle



THE HISTORICAL CANAL

Panoramas



THE HISTORICAL CANAL

Panoramas



THE HISTORICAL CANAL

Panoramas



THE HISTORICAL CANAL

Panoramas



PROBLEM FIELD

Management & Investment 

Population

Economy development

- Tourism

- (Trade & Navigation)

- Agriculture



PROBLEM FIELD

Source:  https://www.canaldumidi.com/Photos.php; https://ebooks-
bnr.com/ebooks/html/fernay_riquet_et_canal_midi.htm

The past

Today



PROBLEM FIELD

Source: i-pat, G. (Dec, 2020)



RESEARCH QUESTION

How to read and reveal the different stories of the canal?

How to improve the accessibility and traveling experience 

along the canal and involve local communities?

How to make the Canal du Midi and the surrounding 

landscape more resilient and strengthen its ecological health 

and biodiversity?

What defines the architectural characteristics of the building 

elements along the canal and how to relate to them in the 

design?

Economy and human resource decline

Water shortage

Neglected & forgotten heritage

Ecological decline

Flooding



HOW TO ANSWER THE QUESTION? 

WHERE TO START?



DEFINE SCALE



PLANNING REVIEW

Source: i-pat, G. (Dec, 2020)



INTERVIEW

“Proud of living beside 

the cultural heritage” “Love the peace ”

“Miss the childhood memory 

of water market”

“Love to sit on the canal bank”

“Pollution is not a big 

problem but the 

infection of the plane 

tree is a huge crisis”

“Neglected heritage value and 

loss of resources”

“Tourism development not 

international enough” “Biggest problem is the landscape and the 

water knowledge difficulted to understand 

for tourists”

“Cycling along the canal getting more and 

more popular”

“The climate change and water usage 

conflict”



LANDSCAPE NARRATIVES



THE THREE NARRATIVES

Area of Influence 

– regional analysis
The functional canal The geographical canal The historical canal

“ impact towards territory as 

regional infrastructure with 

strategical value “

“power of transformation the 

natural environment and 

modelling the landscape”

“recording achievement of a 

special period of the history and 

the spirit of the people of that time ”
UNESCO evaluation



RESEARCH FRAMEWORK



HOW TO DESIGN?



AREA OF EFFECT



WATER AS NATURE – SCARCE RESOURCE

Source: ETIENNE (2019)



The Canal du Midi The Montady drainage system

WATER AS NATURE – SCARCE RESOURCE



WATER AS NATURE – SCARCE RESOURCE

Source: Carrière, 1980



WATER AS NATURE – SCARCE RESOURCE



Section A - A’

WATER AS NATURE – SCARCE RESOURCE



Section B - B’

WATER AS NATURE – SCARCE RESOURCE



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI

Moments



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI

Some moments Water



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI

Some moments Water Time



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI

A - A’

Plan



WATER AS CULTURE – GENIUS LOCI

B - B’



WATER AS INFRUSTRCTURE – CONNECTOR



WATER AS INFRUSTRCTURE – CONNECTOR



WATER AS INFRUSTRCTURE – CONNECTOR



WATER AS INFRUSTRCTURE – CONNECTOR



WATER AS INFRUSTRCTURE – CONNECTOR

Water



WATER AS INFRUSTRCTURE – CONNECTOR



MASTERPLAN



AREA OF CONTROL



WATER AS INFRASTRUCTURE – ROUTING

Where am I?

Is there a tourism centre?

Where is the tunnel?



WATER AS CULTURE – PERCEPTIONWATER AS INFRASTRUCTURE – ROUTING

Where am I?

Where is the tunnel?



WATER AS INFRASTRUCTURE – ROUTING

Where am I?

Where is the tunnel?

WATER AS CULTURE – PERCEPTION WATER AS NATURE – SOURCE OF LIFE

Tourism center?



WATER AS INFRASTRUCTURE – ROUTING



Ground work

WATER AS CULTURE – PERCEPTIONWATER AS INFRASTRUCTURE – ROUTING +



WATER AS NATURE – SOURCE OF LIFEWATER AS CULTURE – PERCEPTIONWATER AS INFRASTRUCTURE – ROUTING + +



MASTERPLAN



THE WALKING PATH



THE GARDEN









WHAT ABOUT THE WHOLE CANAL REGENERATION?



WATER AS CULTURE



WATER AS CULTURE



WATER AS INFRASTRUCTURE



WATER AS NATURE



REGIONAL STRATEGY



THE END?



CONCLUSION & REFLECTION



CONCLUSION & REFLECTION



CONCLUSION & REFLECTION




