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Research topic: Club Culture 



Research topic: Club Culture 

Architecture for Club Culture

Production of new culture
 

By imagining and exploring other potential worlds

Blocking the ‘outside world’ and creating a
‘world on it’s own’ (= escaping reality)

Creating a place where one can wander and ‘get lost’
(= stimulating exploration)

Creating ambiguous spaces and forms
which are open for interpretation 

(= stimulating imagination)

(How can architecture contribute to the imaginative ideologies of club culture?)

By escaping the from ‘reality’

Provides safer ‘spaces’ for marginalized communities

Why?

How?

Role of architecture?

(when viewing the nightclub as a space 
for the excluded within society) 

(incubator of sociopolitical and cultural change 
when viewing the nightclub as a space 

for experimentation and exploration)



Research topic: Club Culture 

The nightclub - a place for...

Imagining alternative realities

Exploring identities

Escaping to a safer space



Problem statement: decline in spaces for creativity in the 21st century

Disconecropolis (OMA, 2015) Future plans of Binckhorst 



Site: Spoorboogzone, Binckhorst, The Hague
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Site: Spoorboogzone, Binckhorst, The Hague
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Design manifesto

Imagine at night, realise by day



Club cultural spaces

PIP, Den Haag De School, Amsterdam Berghain, Berlin

Revier Sudost, BerlinRevier Sudost garden, BerlinWeelde, Rotterdam

Garage Noord, Amsterdam Skatecafe, Amsterdam Operator Radio, Rotterdam



Design concept

How a nightclub comes to exist 

Functional building Building loses it’s meaning Community which explores 
territory finds abandonded 

space

Building has been given new 
meaning



Design concept

Starting point: designing a meaningless building

?  ?  ?



Design concept

  Form follows function

Designing for interpretation



Exploring form



Exploring form



Exploring form



Exploring form



Programme 

SPACE FOR LEARNING

SPACE FOR SOCIAL INTERACTION

WARDROBE / LOCKERS

SPACE FOR MAKING

GARDENS

DANCE FLOOR

OFFICES

STAFF/ARTIST BACKSTAGE

CAFE

RESTAURANT

DJ BOOTH

RADIO

STORAGE

BAR

TECHNICAL SPACETOILETS

MUSIC STUDIOS



Spatial diagram



The colletion of found shapes - Independent entities



From drawing to architecture

Found shape Extruded volume Extruded volume structure

AAC masonry load bearing walls Steel beam girder



From drawing to architecture

Combining shapes

Three single volumes as independent entities

Opening up volumes for spatial relations between volumes 



From drawing to architecture

Closed masonry wall Opening in wall by splitting the loadbearing wall

Opening can be filled with closed elements and window frames Open plane making space fluid 
including tube steel column for support



Structural plan

Steel grating and fences



Materiality - Cladding the structure with scrap materials

Steel grating and fences Rubble Pavement tiles Wooden frames and panes Steel plates



Roof plan



Urban model



Building model



Building model



Elevations

North-east elevation

South elevation



Approach

Semi-public entrance

Public entrance

Private entrance



Approach



Public - Private zoning

Semi-public space

Public space

Private z space



Programattic distribution

Club by night - Atelier by day

Club by night - Lecture hall by day

Social / hangout space

Music studios

Restaurant / Lounge

Offices

Support



Spatial variety in atelier, social space and lecture hall



Atelier



Social hall



Lecture hall
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Section



HVAC
HVAC

HVAC

Mechanical 
space 1

Watertank for 
restoring rainwater

Heat pumpWatertank for 
restoring rainwater

Watertank for 
restoring rainwater

Watertank for 
restoring rainwater

Watertank for 
restoring rainwater

Heat pumpHeat pump

Mechanical 
space 2

Mechanical 
space 3

Surrounding trees filtering sound and light

Green roofs providing 
biodiversity and rainwater harvesting

Green roofs providing 
biodiversity and rainwater harvesting

Courtyards providing 
biodiversity and rainwater harvesting

East orientated skylight
(Direct sunlight in the morning)

West orientated skylight
(Direct sunlight in the evening)

Courtyard spaces providing daylight

Courtyard spaces providing daylight

Courtyards providing natural ventilation
through openable folding doors

Courtyards providing natural 
ventilation through vents

West orientated skylight
(Direct sunlight in the evening)

West orientated skylight
(Direct sunlight in the evening)

Mechanical air extraction
(HRV)

Mechanical air extraction
(HRV)

Mechanical air extraction
(HRV)

Zone 3 Zone 2 Zone 1

Ceiling (infrared) heating (winter)
/cooling (summer)

Ceiling (infrared) heating (winter)
/cooling (summer)

Ceiling (infrared) heating (winter)
/cooling (summer)

Ceiling (infrared) heating (winter)
/cooling (summer)

Ceiling (infrared) heating (winter)
/cooling (summer)

Ceiling (infrared) heating (winter)
/cooling (summer)

Ceiling (infrared) heating (winter)
/cooling (summer)

Ceiling (infrared) heating (winter)
/cooling (summer)

Green roofs providing 
biodiversity and rainwater harvesting

East orientated skylight
(Direct sunlight in the morning)

Climate section



Soial hall section



Section



Embankment space section



The event spaces

The three event spaces can be used as seperate events or can be combined to host larger events

Club / Lecture hall

Restaurant / Cafe

Club / Atelier



Day - Night situations club spaces

Club at night

Lecture hall by day Atelier by day

Club at night



Atelier - day



Atelier - night



Lecture hall - day



Lecture hall - night



Acoustics

Sound absorbtion in and around music spaces



Anticipation spaces



Movement throughout building

Groundfloor

Semi public circulation
Public circulation
Private circulation

1st floor



Spatial sequence



Spatial sequence



Spatial sequence



Spatial sequence
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Spatial sequence



Spatial sequence



Spatial sequence


