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How we live

Typical residential street in Amsterdam.
Taken by the author, 2022.



How they live

Squatters in San Pío X, Murcia, La Verdad, 2022.
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How to find more socially and ecologically 
equitable ways of human and natural work in the 
Region of Murcia?

Analysis Sub-Questions:

RQ1: What are the systems that pose criticalities in 

the region and what are their limitations?

RQ2: How is the land operationalised to sustain the 

regional economic model? What are the impacts of 

this process on the natural systems?

RQ3: What are the working and living conditions of 

the migrant workforce? How is the seasonality of 

production affecting the labour dynamics?

Main Research Question:
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Valerie Imbruce, Agricultural Biodiversity Study, Florida, 2004. 
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Agronica / Territory for the New Economy, Andrea Branzi
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Accumulation

Matter// Topos// Habitat// (Geo)Politics
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Hyper-reservoir Entrepeñas & Buendia stock

Monthly stocks 
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hydrological conditions”
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mean precipitation 1989

mean precipitation 2014

precipitation per month 1989

precipitation per month 2014

mean precipitation 1989-2020
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Timelapse showing the Mar Menor between January and September 2019. Continuous 
floods can be observed at the mouth of the Albujón creek. / Copernicus - Sentinel Hub

Precipitation patterns in the region of Murcia through the last 31 years.
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Metabolic section.
The author, 2022.
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Seasonality of the agro-food production in relation to employment contracts.
The author, 2022.

Problem analysisMotivation Design goals Territorial visionStrategies Conclusions



Clearance



23

M
AT

TE
R



Systemic mappings



25

0 20 40km
N

Sea water

Coastal lagoon

Existing well
Hydrographic network
Sub-catchments of river basin
Canal Taibilla

Irrigation ditches

Limit of aquifers

Groundwater vulnerability

High

Moderate 

EC
O

R
EG

IO
N

 S
TR

U
C

TU
R

E
Problem analysisMotivation Design goals Territorial visionStrategies Conclusions



26

R
EN

AT
U

R
A

LI
ZA

TI
O

N
 O

F 
R

A
M

B
LA

 D
EL

 A
LB

U
JÓ

N

0 20 40km
N

Sea water

Coastal lagoon

Existing well
Hydrographic network
Sub-catchments of river basin
Canal Taibilla

Irrigation ditches

Limit of aquifers

Groundwater vulnerability

High

Moderate 

Problem analysisMotivation Design goals Territorial visionStrategies Conclusions



27

Hydrography

Sub-basins

Settlement centers

Urban area

Floodplain

Greenhouse

0 1 2km
N

FL
O

O
D

IN
G

 R
EG

IM
E

The flooding of the El Albujón boulevard kept nearly ten thousand residents of the towns in the northern area of   Cartagena on alert due to the possibility of an 
overflow in several of its sections. J.M. Rodriguez, 09/29/2012.
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Proposed crop rotation systems
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STRATEGY 1. RENATURALIZING GREEN CORRIDORS
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Existing green spaces
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STRATEGY 2. NEW SETTLEMENT EXPANSION
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STRATEGY 3. CROP DIVERSIFICATION FOR FLOOD & DROUGHT RESILIENCE
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Phase 2- Construction of new settlement 

Slow mobility principles

1. Reduce speed limit to 30/h in local streets. 
2. Reduce speed limit to 15km/h in inner city streets / work towards 
shared space.
3. Build wide and accessible sidewalks.
4. Provide safe pedestrian crossings.
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Crop-labour balance 
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Conclusions | Tangible outcomes

Cultivation genealogies

    design tools on a nano scale based on climate and topography  
    specificities that take into account local processes
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Conclusions | Tangible outcomes

Spatial transformation 

    mouth of Rambla del Albujon ecological transition                       
    and new aagro-settlement
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Conclusions | Tangible outcomes

Spatial transformation 

    Future vision for the territory of Campo de Cartagena  
    comprising of context-specific strategies
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Limitations | Further research

On the context:

Hydraulic performance of the aquifer | Depth, intensity and exact 
zones of pollution 

Extent of extractive infrastructures (wells, desalination plants, 
other structures) 

On theory:

Cultural understanding of food systems

Investment in NBs and understanding of the benefits                   
of such design solutions

0 2 4km
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