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How can the stories and uses of space inform the crafting of a sense of 
belonging in re-developed areas, through architecture and design?
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What do you remember here? 

What changes would you want to see in your house, your neighborhood or your 
city and how would you do it? 

What makes you feel at home? 

Introduction
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What is Home? 
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What shaped the landscape, the people, and the patterns of life we see today?
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«A constant is the ever-visible 
deterioration of various neighborhoods 
in Hoboken and a decrease in public 
life due to the decline of the catering 
industry.»

«Many neighbourhoods 
are 'petrified', with few 
open spaces and little 
greenery. There is also little 
accessible catering.»

«40 years ago we would still sit 
in the street outside together in 
summer. Not anymore now...»

 «Everything is deteriorating, 
own local shops are 
disappearing»

«There were 5 (five!) cinemas in 
Hoboken and that when KSK Hoboken 
played at home, the fanfare came 
through the street. There is nothing 
left of this.»

«Built-up and liveliness disappeared.»

«Hoboken is somewhat 
fragmented by the 
disappearance of cafes and  
sports infrastructures.»
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If the past shapes the stage, then who moves across it, and how?  

Its People
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BELONGING RELIES ON CONTINUITY, TRUST, AND THE ABILITY OF PEOPLE TO 
SHAPE THE ENVIRONMENTS THEY LIVE IN

Its People
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How to carry these traces forward into architecture?

Its People
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MASTERPLAN Existing situation
1:333 Group Studio Model

Its Possible Future



MASTERPLAN Proposition
1:333 Group Studio Model

Its Possible Future



masterplan

MASTERPLAN Proposal
pathways, views, and green corridors
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MASTERPLAN Proposal
micro-centralities
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Stadsarchief Antwerpen: digitale kopie

Its Possible Future

Stadsarchief Antwerpen: digitale kopie 1924 - New Factory 
‘Atelier et Fonderie Schippers & Podevyn!, 

Lageweg



Its Possible Future

1954 - Addition of first floor to o"ce building 
‘Atelier et Fonderie Schippers & Podevyn!, 

Lageweg
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1965 - Construction of the ‘Social Building!
‘Atelier et Fonderie Schippers & Podevyn!, 

Lageweg



Its Possible Future

2008 - Last worker leaving the factory, Lageweg



Its Possible Future

PROJECT
site selection



‘‘ We spend 87% of our lives inside buildings. How they are 
designed really a!ects how we feel, how we behave. Design is not 
just a visual thing. It is a thought process. It is a skill. Ultimately, 
design is a tool to enhance our humanity. It is a frame for life. ""

Ilse Crawford
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South-East elevation

North-West elevation



Its Possible Future

What we keep

What we add

What connects



Its Possible Future

TO GARDEN

TO EXPLORE

TO HANG OUT

TO MOVE AROUND
TO READ TO BUY BREAD 

& COFFEE

TO CHAT WITH 
NEIGHBORS

TO SHOP

TO LEARN

TO PLAY

TO WALK

TO ENJOY 
CONCERTS, 
EVENTS & 
MARKETS

TO DWELL



What if housing could grow with its residents? 

What if architecture could remain open—flexible enough to 
adapt to changing needs and solid enough to foster a sense of 

belonging?
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‘LONG TERM! MODULAR WALLS _ timber frame structure
‘SHORT TERM! MODULAR ECO PARTITION WALLS_ VP70 fay
‘SHORT TERM! INSIDE APARTMENT PARTITION WALLS_ VP70 fay



Its Possible Future Ground Floor

First Floor

Second Floor

Roof
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STUDENT/ 
STUDIO

STARTER COUPLE YOUNG FAMILY FAMILY/SHARED LIVING FAMILY/SHARED LIVING FAMILY/SHARED LIVING

Its Possible Future



Its Possible Future
Ground Floor

First Floor

Second Floor
30 m2 - student apartment/studio
40 m2 - starter apartment
55 m2 - elderly friendly and small family
70 m2 - young family 
85 m2 - shared living or larger family
100 m2 - shared living or larger family

30 m2 - 12 apartments
40 m2 - 9 apartments
55 m2 - 5 apartments
70 m2 - 6 apartments
85 m2 - 4 apartments
100 m2 - 2 apartments
TOTAL NUMBER OF APARTMENTS: 38



Its Possible Future
Ground Floor

First Floor

Second Floor
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Existing concrete slab and
fundation
Vapor-barrier membrane
Prefabricated facade panel:

OSB panel
Timber frame filled with rigid

insulation
OSB panel
Metal vertical frame for cladding

installation
Ciment panel Equitone
Refurbished Brick slips glued

Finishing layer - wooden flooring
Floor heating system - Fernacell
built on adjustable studs
Rigid insulation
Existing concrete slab

Vegetation
Green roof substrate
Filter layer
Drainage layer
Waterproof membrane
Rigid insulation
Vapour-barrier
membrane
Existing concrete slab

Existing steel trusses
covered with fire
resistant pasterboards
and finished with
plywood
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FILTRATIONUG TANK

WC FLUSHING

RAIN WATER
COLLECTION

RAIN WATER
INFILTRATION

GEOTHERMAL
HEAT PUMP

AIR EXTRACTION
FROM BATHROOMS
AND KITCHENS

FLOOR HEATING

TOP VENT
(DUCO SYSTEM)

GREEN ROOF

Its Possible Future

Climate Section
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‘‘ First Life, then Spaces, then Buildings. The other way around never works!! - Jan Gehl
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