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Abstract
The question explored in this thesis is how to use the cultural 
dimension of the countryside with a community-based approach 
to help the rural endogenous development under the background 
of the urban-rural dual economic differentiation caused by China’s 
rapid urbanization. Giving an alternative possibility to the current 
top-down tourism model which emphasizes the role of government 
and developer, marginalizes local people and causes damages to local 
environment, searching for the path to generate inclusive benefits for 
local community.

The knowledge gap to be emphasized in this paper lies in the fea-
sibility of CBT (community-based tourism) in China’s top-down 
planning system in the face of various threats in rural development, 
including labor loss, lack of skills, backward facilities etc.  In this 
process, it also explored the potential of creating economic growth 
in the rural landscape that contains China’s traditional culture for 
thousands of years, the spatial form that can be generated by the en-
dogenous development model based on community value and hence 
promoting socio-economic sustainable development in Chinese 
rural area.

Key words: CBT; China’s rural area; Cultural dimension; Endoge-
nous development

Image: Rural sight of Huizhou
Source: Google Picture
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Image1.1-1: Rural scenery of Wuyuan
Source: Google Picture

MOTIVATION

This work comes from the concern of the vulnerable groups and regions in the 
process of urbanization in China. For decades, China’s rural areas have been 
making sacrifices for the development of big cities. And this process finally re-
sulting in a pattern of urban-rural division. 

Agriculture, rural areas, and peasants are still the main focus of Chinese gov-
ernment because of the fact that compared with Western countries, China’s 
urbanization road still has a long way to go and the success of China’s economic 
modernization depends largely on rural economic development (2010, Su). 

In addition to this, China has the longest farming history and has developed 
splendid local culture. And the Chinese revolution also began in the country-
side. Chinese people have a deep attachment to the rural area. People’s feelings 
for the countryside have also become more intense after the cultural hierarchy 
engendered between countryside and city since the 1949 communist revolution 
has made city synonymous with modernity while countryside has been made 
synonymous with tradition and continuity with the past (2010, Su). 

“China was and still is the biggest agrarian society by population in the world, and 
the challenge of rural social and economic development has always been the first and 
foremost issues for Chinese governments to address” (Chen,1997).

Image1.1-2: Chinese night light map
Source: Google Picture
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The flourish of big cities

Tourism as an opportunity

Image 1.1-3: The flourish of big cities
Source: Google Picture

Image1.1-4: Tourism as an opportunity
Source: Google Picture

Image1.1-5: Modernity & Rurality
Source: Google picture

“The Second Home”

MODERNITY
RURALITY
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Figure1.2-1: The structurally weak position of rural area

The structurally weak position of rural 
area

In the context of urbanization and glo-
balization, the rural area was locked 
into an unequal exchange relationship 
with urban-industrial growth poles. 
With the increase in resource mobility, 
capital and labor were increasing con-
centrated in cities(Ploeg, 1995). And 
as the resource mobility is increasing, 
the pericheal rural areas  become 
more vulnerable(Bryden, 2000). This 
structurally weak position of the 
countryside also exposes rural areas to 
many development problem, making 
it rely on central policies and subsidies 
to survive.

The phase of rural development: the 
exogenous model

The process of rural development 
is mainly divided into two stages. 
The main features of the first stage 
are state-sponsored modernization 
of rural services and of agricultural 
practices and technologies(Ploeg, 
1995). However, the measures did 
not stabilize the rural economy and 
population. In the second phase, rural 
development emphasized attractions 
of new types of employment on rural 
areas. The development of tourism is 
one of the measures of some regions.
But the exogenous development 
model in the implementation was 
questioned in the West in 1970. People 
recognized

‘Companies used regional policy incentives 
to locate either capital intensive or low wage 

Figure1.2-2: Three main issues concerning rural area

Problem field

‘cathedrals in the desert’, which offered little to 
the host economy in the way of skill forma-
tion, technology transfer, linkage opportu-
nities, transmission of new managerial and 
entrepreneuerial know-how, and reinvestment 
of profits’ (Amin, 1993).

The criticism of the exogenous model 
has led people to look for alternative 
approaches to rural development. 
The endogenous development mod-
el was then proposed. It is assumed 
to be built on a appropriate external 
resource that maximizes local con-
trol, encourages the dynamics of local 
knowledge systems, preserves the ben-
efits to the locality and ensures equal 
sharing of resources(David,2014). A 
similar situation experienced in rural 
development in China.

The practice of China

Under the strong government and 
open coastal policies of China, three 
major urban agglomerations (Bei-
jing-Tianjin-Hebei, Yangtze River 
Delta, and Pearl River Delta) and 
prosperous international cities have 

been formed. The uneven develop-
ment of the region, the development 
model that focuses on GDP growth 
rather than the improvement of local 
residents’ lives is very common in the 
urbanization process. With only one 
or two strong leads in GDP cultivated 
in different provinces. A large number 
of capital and labor resources are con-
centrated in the central area, making 
most areas marginalized. 

And rural area is the most marginal 
areas in this process. Since 1990, the 
disposable income of urban resi-
dents has been more than twice the 
disposable income of rural residents 
in China. The countryside has been 
weakened with the continuous in-
crease of resource mobility. Many 
problems concerning villages, farmers, 
and agriculture have emerged.

China has proposed policies such as 
“the construction of a new socialist 
countryside”, “the construction of 
characteristic towns” to support the 
development of rural areas. Tourism is 

Figure1.2-4: Flows of rural workers of four cities

Source: Statistical Yearbook of different province

Figure1.2-3: GDP of the cities in different province
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Figure1.2-5: The economic gap between rural 
and urban residents in China

Figure1.2-6: The rural tourism growth in 
Wuyuan

Source: China Statistical Yearbook

Figure1.2-7: The growth rate of Tourism com-
prehensive income and peasant per capita net 
income in Wuyuan

Source: Wuyuan Statistical YearbookSource: Wuyuan Statistical Yearbook

also regarded as an good opportunity 
in this situation. In order to coordi-
nate urban and rural development and 
solve rural development problems, the 
government encourages the invest-
ment and development of rural tour-
ism, and released 127 national char-
acteristic towns. The key development 
strategy is to develop local tourism to 
help local development. But it is still 
taking an exogenous development 
path.

From Figure1-7, it can be seen that 
rural tourism contributes little to 
the improvement of local residents’ 
lives. The growth rate of rural tourism 
and the disposable income of rural 
residents has no relationship. Even 
though Figure1-6 shows the rapid 
economic growth brought by Wuyuan 
rural tourism since 2000. 

There are some interesting similarities 
in the strategy of developing cities 
in the country decades ago and in 
the current strategy of rural tourism 
development. In 1978, China’s out-

ward-oriented economic development 
strategy brought about a sharp rise 
in GDP, and the prosperity of coastal 
cities, but also brought about environ-
mental pollution and rural backward-
ness. Today, in order to develop the 
countryside and vigorously advocate 
tourism, the same emphasis is placed 
on the exogenous development strat-
egy of introducing foreign capital, 
which also brings about a substantial 
increase in GDP and environmental 
pollution. Although, this time, the 
country is still being sacrificed. 
The reason behind this is the focus of 
the project, which will be explained 
latter.

In the practice of Chinese history, 
endogenous rural development mod-
els are also developed in some areas. 
These development models are main-
ly summarized into four types: the 
Sunan model, the Wenzhou model, 
the Gengche mode, and the Minquan 
rights model(Fei, 1984). The Sunan 
model occurred in the rural areas of 
southern Jiangsu Province. It is char-

acterized by the township government 
encouraging farmers to use their own 
strength to develop township enter-
prises. The successful results make 
the current Jiangsu Province have 
the best county economic in Chi-
na.  This also provided support for 
the sustainable development of the 
Yangtze River Delta. Some experience 
can be learned from the model. The 
county and township leaders acted as 
the main decision makers to develop 
local township enterprises at the very 
beginning. Use local township indus-
try to absorb local labor, promote the 
collective benefit of local residents, 
and use market regulation. In the 
continuous development of the Sunan 
model, the role of local government 
has shifted from a township enterprise 
model that directly participates in the 
market economy to a “service-orient-
ed government” that exercises public 
management functions.

Therefore, this project starts from the 
problems of the local residents and 
the environment caused by the exog-

enous development model in rural 
area, trying to explore the endogenous 
development model for rural area in 
Wuyuan.

Figure1.2-8: 127 National Characteristic towns

Source: Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development of 
the People’s Republic of China
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Site

Source: Author

Figure1.3-1: Location in China Figure1.3-2: Location in Jiangxi Province

Geography and location

Wuyuan County is located at the junc-
tion of the three provinces, Jiangxi, 
Zhejiang, Anhui, southeast China, be-
longs to Shangrao City, Jiangxi Prov-
ince.  Wuyuan is a typical mountain 
area, the mountainous area accounts 
for 83.09% of the total area. The ter-
rain slopes from the northeast to the 
southwest. Although the numerous 
natural barriers make this area rela-
tively closed. The mountains, rivers, 
forests, hills, streams form a beautiful 
scenery in the county. The geograph-
ical environment with  shortage of 
arable land resources also caused the 
contradiction between people and 
land to appear in different periods, 
which affected the social and econom-
ic development in this area.

History

From the pre-Qin era to the late Qing 
Dynasty in China, Wuyuan has ex-
perienced its stages of stability, pros-
perity and decline. There are several 

important characteristics in this 
development process: 1) the transition 
from settlement villages to immigrant 
villages; 2) the rise of Hui culture that 
has represented the mainstream of 
Chinese traditional culture for hun-
dreds of years; 3)  the socio-economic 
model has gradually separated from 
agriculture dependence, a step-by-step 
change to the socio-economic struc-
ture of the village development sup-
ported by Hui Merchant’s profits.

Settlement villages to immigrant villag-
es

Wuyuan was in the Shanyue era in the 
pre-Qin period. Shanyue ancestors 
lived here at this time. They are mainly 
engaged in agricultural production ac-
tivities. Villages in this period belong 
to primitive settlement villages (Lu, 
Ling, Jiao & Yuang, 2004). In order 
to be away from the war in northern 
China, a large number of northern 
family members migrated to the south 
in the Eastern Jin, Southern Song, and 
late Tang. Some of them migrated to 

Figure1.3-3: Wuyuan County
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Image1.3.1-5: Village in Wuyuan

Source: Tuochuan village committee
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Huizhou. In order to better survive, 
they lived together in clans, and as the 
clan’s people thrived, they continued 
to expand their villages and grad-
ually became the main inhabitants 
of Huizhou. At the same time, they 
also brought advanced Central Plains 
culture to Huizhou. Since then, the 
spatial feature, culture, and socio-eco-
nomic structure of Huizhou villages 
have changed dramatically. Unlike the 
villages that are usually scattered in 
mountainous areas, due to the influ-
ence of the clan culture, the villages in 
Wuyuan are mostly clusters. Confu-
cianism also gradually developed and 
flourished in ancient Huizhou. Hui 
merchants appear due to the conflict 
between the increase of people and 
limited land.

The prosperity of Huizhou culture

As one of the six hexagrams in An-
cient Huizhou, Wuyuan has created 
a glorious Hui culture together with 
Yixian, Qimen, Shexian, Jixi, and 
Xiuning county because of its unique 
geographic feature combined with 
Chinese traditional culture (Xiong & 

Source: Author
Figure1.3-4: Wuyuan’s Historical Development from Pre-Qin to Late Qing

Xu, 2010). The ancestors of Huizhou 
mostly belonged to the family clan 
who moved south from the Central 
Plains. The development of the clan 
had a certain cultural and educational 
foundation, and people had a stronger 
desire to enter the government and 
become officials. Education has always 
been considered as a focus of village 
life. Among them, Confucianism has 
become the principle that guides peo-
ple’s behavior. The Feng Shui science 
nurtured by Taoism has achieved a 
harmonious relationship between the 
village and the natural space. In the 
development of culture and education, 
Huizhou has made great achieve-
ments, known as “the hometown of 
Confucius and Mencius in Southeast 
China”. The Ziyang Academy, where 
Zhu Xi often taught, was one of the 
four largest academies in the country 
in the Southern Song Dynasty.

The prosperity of Huizhou culture is 
also inseparable from the develop-
ment of Huizhou merchants. Due to 
the natural environment with many 
mountains and few land, the farmland 
alone cannot support the development 

of the village. The people of Huizhou 
have always had the tradition of grow-
ing tea or wood on the mountain in 
exchange for economic income to buy 
daily food. During the Ming and Qing 
Dynasties, due to the large population 
growth and the intensification of the 
conflict between people and limited 
land, most Huizhou people chose to 
go out to do business. They were active 
in the area of Hangzhou and Nanjing, 
the wealthiest areas at that time, and 
were mostly engaged in the sales of 
tea, wood leaves and salt. The Huizhou 
people who do business rely on their 
cultural advantages and the spirit of 
hard work, and quickly became rich 
and gradually developed into famous 
business gangs. Huizhou merchants 
use part of their business profits as 
capital for continuing operations, 
and the other part is brought back to 
Huizhou for purchasing land, building 
houses, developing education, and 
cultivating future generations to study 
and become officials. With a strong 
economic foundation, various local 
cultural elements have been developed 
very well, such as prints, sculptures, 
architecture, and operas, so that the 

Image1.3-6: Typical Rural  Landscape
Source: Pinterest
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“Hui culture” has become prosperous.

Paradigm shifts in socio-economic 
structure

Huizhou was a traditional agricultural 
society in the Shanyue era. Villagers’ 
life was mainly agricultural produc-
tion. The size of agricultural villages 
depends on the farming radius of the 
agricultural labor force. In Huizhou, 
which has more mountains and less 
land, the expansion of the villages 
is supported by the economic prof-
its made by Hui merchants, not the 
cultivation of farmland. This is also 
an important reason why the decline 
of Huishang merchants will directly 
lead to the decline of the village. At 
the same time, Hui merchants used 
economic capital to exchange cultural 
capital, and finally achieved common 
prosperity of economy and culture.

After learning from history analysis, 
and under the current development 
context, understanding the current 
socio-economic development struc-
ture of Wuyuan and exploring how to 
achieve sustainable socio-economic 
development will be the goals of this 
project.

Economic development in  rural areas 
of Wuyuan

Despite its glorious history, the rural 
economic development of Wuyuan 
County is not optimistic. Due to its 
occluded geographical environment, it 
has a large gap with the economic lev-
el of coastal areas. Most of the surplus 
workers in villages have gone to work 
in nearby big cities, such as Hangzhou 
and Shanghai. The loss of labor in 
rural areas has led to the emergence of 

Source: Author
Figure1.3-5: Map of  Huizhou
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Figure1.3-5: Map of Huizhou
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hollow villages, left-behind children 
and an aging population. As of 2017, 
there are 26 provincial-level poverty 
villages in Wuyuan County during the 
13th Five-Year Plan period. 

Tourism

The traditional villages of Wuyuan are 
rich in cultural resources because of its 
glorious history. The county of Wuyu-
an still has 113 preserved ancient 
ancestral halls in the Ming and Qing 
Dynasties, 28 buildings of the ancient 
government, 36 ancient houses and 
187 ancient bridges. Its traditional 
villages are numerous, diverse and 
unique. The tourism development is in 
the traditional villages of the country, 
starting early and developing rapidly 
during last decades.

In 1993, Hong Kong photographer 
Chen Fuli held the theme exhibition 
“China’s most beautiful rural - Wuyu-
an”, which became the starting point 
for the development of Wuyuan tour-
ism. The number of tourists reach 23 
million and the comprehensive reve-
nue reached 16 billion in 2017.

Strong foreign capital intervention

Wuyuan County has adopted the 
enterprise management method since 
2000 and operates according to the 
principle of separation of ownership 
and management rights, attracting 
private capital and enterprises to 
participate in the development of 
traditional village tourism. In 2007, 
Wuyuan County Tourism Co., Ltd. 
was established to form a unified 
operation model and controls most of 
the tourism development projects in 
Wuyuan since then.

Source: Author, based on gis extract from geofabric, Wuyuan County Master 
Plan (2009-2030), Goody gis (version 4.82)

Figure1.3-6: Map of  Wuyuan county
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Problems brought by the tourism de-
velopment model

In the actual tourism development 
process, most of the tourism revenue 
falls into the developer as the capital 
owner, while the community residents 
who are the resource owners are in 
a weak position (Zuobing, 2009). In 
most villages in Wuyuan, each res-
ident can only enjoy a dividend of 
around 30 euro per year as a direct 
benefit of tourism development.

In addition, in the process of tourism 
development in rural areas, the villag-
ers have little power to negotiate with 
the developers. Instead, the coun-
ty-level government and the developer 
sign a development agreement, and 
then the village committee collects the 
right to use the land from villagers. 
This land acquisition process can even 
consume ten years. Due to the villag-
ers’ limit participation, the distrust of 
the village committee also made the 
development project less supported. 
And after the accomplish of the proj-
ect,  villagers are difficult to maintain 
their property rights through legal 
means, and become marginalized and 
isolated people.

At the same time, the current tourism 
development model has brought the 
destruction of the living environment 
and culture to local residents. Large-
scale infrastructure construction has 
destroyed the harmonious relation-
ship between villages and natural 
landscapes and caused dissatisfaction 
among villagers (Zhang, 2009). Most 
of the villages were packaged and sold 
into commercial streets under ancient 
buildings and completely separated 

Source: Author, based on topographic map provided by 
Tuochuan Township Government.

Figure1.3-7: Map of  Wuyuan Villages
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from the original cultural life of the 
residents. In a village in Wuyuan, 
Likeng, in order to obtain profits from 
a wider range of commercial oper-
ations, the building walls along the 
river interface were almost completely 
demolished and converted into com-
mercial shops. The action of packaged 
sale of the entire village and moving 
out all the villagers during develop-
ment, such as the situation of Huang-
cun in Wuyuan, has in fact caused 
damage to the authenticity of local 
culture. The outflow of capital has also 
exacerbated the uneven development 
of the region.

Case: Likeng

The problems caused by this develop-
ment model can also be seen from the 
intercepting activities of the villagers 
in the development of tourism. Taking 
Likeng as an example, in the past ten 
years, residents of Likeng conducted 
four activities to intercept tourists. 
The first two times they obtained 
a new contract with the developer. 
There was no result for the third time 
and the fourth time. The process of 
the incident is getting worse. At the 
beginning, it lasted 15 days, and they 

had the right to re-sign the contract. 
The last time lasted for one month. 
In the process, the police came, there 
were fights, a villager was stabbed, 
the scenic spot was closed, and some 
people were sent to destroy the illegal 
buildings of the villager. 

This different result is also closely 
related to the operators of the tour-
ism industry. In the past ten years, 
the operators of the tourism industry 
have switched from village committees 
to small private enterprises to a big 
group company. Government is the 
supporter behind every change.

The group company is not afraid 
that the resistance of the residents of 
Likeng is largely due to the through 
ticket system implemented by Wuyu-
an in 2009. Tourist can visit 14 attrac-
tions with one ticket, and the damage 
to the company due to the closure of 
one attraction becomes very limited. 
The local residents expressed their 
dissatisfaction with the group compa-
ny, claiming that in addition to raising 
the ticket price, the company did not 
really improve the local environment 
within four years, and the planning 
was also very lagging. Whenever 

Image1.3-7
Developed attractions
Source: Google Picture, edited 
by author

residents want to build something in 
order to keep up with the develop-
ment of the tourism industry, it was 
not approved in time. And when the 
building was built, it was considered 
as illegal. The different results of  four 
times of intercepting activity also 
shows  that while company is bigger, 
the tourism is growing, but the po-
sition of local residents is weaker. In 
2017, in order to control the water 
pollution caused by the development 
of tourism, Likeng Scenic Area was 
shut down for 4 months. During the 
process, residents still have no idea 
about the duration of the repair and 
what aspects of the repair will be car-
ried out.

Source: Author
Figure1.3-8: Tourism Attractions Map of  Wuyuan
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Police lined up into the village
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Villagers intercept tourists

2006 ,Likeng, Wangkou villages 
included in the heritage list of 
cultural heritage

2001 ,To attract private capital and foreign 
participation. 
To complete the tourism industry devel-
opment planning, scenic area construction 
planning and scenic planning

2001
Group Company Ltd

1998, Wuyuan County officially 
listed to establish a tourism 
bureau

1993, The most beautiful 
village in China as the theme 
of the festival

Local residents are completely unaware of 
the content and duration of the remedia-
tion of the scenic spot

Scenic area renovation activities disturb 
residents’ normal life
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ism development
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“In addition to the ticket price increase,
there is no investment in the scenic spot.
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2011
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Renovation of scenic 
spots due to river pollu-
tion for 4 months

2009 

Source: Author
Figure1.3-9: intercepting activities of the villagers in Likeng
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Source: Study on Tourism Resources Protection of Ancient Village in Wuyuan: 
Based on Residents’ Place Attachment(Wang,2013).

Figure1.3-12: The benefits tourism brought to 
you

Figure1.3-13: The damage tourism caused to you

Figure1.3-14: The most improtant thing in your community life

Figure1.3-15: What is important In the of tourism development 

Villagers’ voice

In 2013, a questionnaire survey was 
conducted on the development of 
local tourism in five villages in Wuyu-
an. A total of 331 questionnaires 
were used. Among them, the villagers 
believe that the biggest benefit that 
tourism brings to them is the increase 
in income and the broadening of their 
horizons. The biggest damage caused 
by tourism is the destruction of the 
environment and the breakdown 
of social relationships. Among the 
question of things that you feel are 
most important in your community 
life, the benefits of tourism are ranked 
behind the local living environment 
and the local historic buildings. And 
more than half of the people expressed 
the opinions that residents should 
participate in tourism management, 
and more than 30% of the people 
expressed that the opinions of the 
villagers should be considered.

Methodological Framework
2.1 Problem statement
2.2 Research question
2.3 Research aim and Output
2.4 Theoretical framework
2.5 Conceptual framework
2.6 Conclusion
2.7 Scientific, Societal Relevance 
& Ethical considerations
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Problem Statement

Based on a theoretical analysis of the characteristics of the 
exogenous development model of China’s urbanization, the 
development process of the government-led rural tourism
and the situation of Wuyuan Village in tourism development. 
Problem statement is mainly reflected in the following aspects:
In governance, the villagers’ limited  participation in the 
project, and the distrust between villagers and the other 
two(developer and government) led to inefficient development 
process of tourism. 
In social aspect, villagers are marginalized in tourism develop-
ment. They have limit rights to protect their interests during 
the tourism development process even their resources are 
deprived. At the same time, most of the tourism revenues fall 
into the hands of developers, so that the gap between the rich 
and the poor does not decrease but increase.
In space, the interest-driven tourism development model 
has also caused damage to the local culture and environment 
which are the foundation of rural tourism development.

Source: Author
Figure2.1-1: Identify problem in three aspects

Research Question

How to make use of the value of rural life under the opportunity of tourism to achieve max-
imum community benefits by creating a rural endogenous development model,  pushing to-
wards socio-economic sustainable development in the rural community of Wuyuan, China?
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SUB1

What is the value of rural life, its 
significance for urban life, the related 
local resources and spatial characteris-
tics they created?

SUB2

What is the tourism model that suits 
the value of community development?

What are the threat of tourism to the 
value of rural life, the spatial perfor-
mance of these threats and the charac-
teristics of related tourism models?

What are the spatial patterns that can 
retain the value of rural life and use 
the advantages of rural life in combi-
nation with tourism space?

What rules should be formed in 
the options between protection and 
change to get advantages of the syner-
gy between the developers?

SUB3

How can external network support 
and also create advantageous con-
ditions for local actors to achieve 
endogenous development in terms of 
combining external space resources 
(tourism resources, infrastructure, 
etc.) for resource sharing and cooper-
ation?

Research Aim and Output

Source: Author
Figure2.3-1:Figure of research aim
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the country and hopefully contributes 
to the balanced regional development 
of China in the process of urbaniza-
tion.

Research Output

The output of this project is main-
ly manifested in three scales, 
Maso(Huizhou), Meso(Wuyuan 
County)and micro(village) scale. 

On these three scales, the analysis of 
spatial resources, mainly including 
natural resources, cultural resources 
and social resources, and their inter-
relationships will be delivered. By inte-
grating the local resources that have 
been analyzed, spatial planning strat-
egy related with industry and gover-
nance on the village scale, the network 
design on county and Huizhou scale 
are proposed to form the endogenous 
development model of Wuyuan. 

The industrial strategy will aimed at 
the mutual integration of local tradi-
tional agriculture and tourism and the 
rational use of cultural capital. The 

Research Aim

This project is mainly aimed at ex-
ploring the endogenous development 
model of Wuyuan Village in the 
context of the widespread poverty and 
weakness in rural China and the rise 
of rural cultural tourism. 

By using community-based approach 
to closely integrate tourism with 
community development, maximizing 
local benefits, it provides an alterna-
tive sustainable development option 
for the development of rural tourism 
to replace the short-term interest-led 
development model with highly in-
volved foreign capital.

In addition, It explores the potential 
of rural cultural capital, researches 
into cultural and economic capital 
exchange strategies and provides 
guidance for the development of rural 
areas with historical and cultural cap-
ital in China. Through the planning 
of Wuyuan village, it also provides a 
reference for the endogenous devel-
opment model for other rural areas in 

management structure on village scale 
explores the role of community partic-
ipation models in planning, and merg-
es with external networks to provide 
a advantageous external environment 
for the project. All these strategies will 
be delivered based on highlighting the 
interests of community residents.

Theoretical framework

The theoretical framework of the proj-
ect is based on the exploration of local 
identity, endogenous development and 
community-based tourism. Mainly 
in order to find a development model 
suitable for the rural areas of Wuyuan. 
The development model is based on 
two development backgrounds. One 
is the prosperity of local rural tourism 
brought about by its own charac-
teristic culture, and the other is the 
problems that the dominant position 
of developers and government in the 
development model brought to the 
local area. 

Based on these two backgrounds, 
the local identity emphasized the 
strengthen of the foundation of tour-
ism which is the uniqueness of the 
local cultural environment. It could 
be seen as a great engine for economic 
growth and the key in defining local 
socio-economic future. At the same 
time, it links the endogenous develop-
ment theory to develop local resourc-
es and the synergies between them. 
Community-based tourism empha-
sized on empowering community in 
the tourism development process and 

then ensure the community’s interests 
on decision-making and profit-shar-
ing. On the other hand, multi-level 
governance is emphasized under this 
theory to support the scale up of CBT, 
as well as to combine the endogenous 
development model and the external 
network environment.
These three main theories will to-
gether constitute the socioeconomic 
sustainable development model of 
Wuyuan Village based on tourism.
Through these three main theories, 
these are mainly stated in this project:
the characteristics and usage of rural 
resources; the significance of so-
cial capital and cultural capital for 
tourism; the development process 
and characteristics of rural tourism, 
especially cultural rural tourism; the 
challenges and opportunities brought 
by the background of tourism com-
mercialization and cultural commer-
cialization; the influence of culture in 
community participation and commu-
nity value orientation; research on the 
importance, feasibility and develop-
ment stage of CBT model; the role of 
government, external capital and rural 
community in CBT; the combination 

of Community participation and mul-
tilevel governance to support the scale 
up of CBT.

Rural development and resources

Previously, the theory about the rural 
village’s structural vulnerability in 
the development of globalization due 
to the increase of resource mobility 
is mentioned. On this basis, Bryden 
proposed the importance of immobile 
resources in rural development. And 
he attributed the different manifes-
tations of rural development to the 
local excavation and development of 
immobile assets, the synergy between 
assets and the ability of the external 
network to develop new resources 
and new markets. The environment, 
cultural hertage, landscape can be 
considered as an immovable resource. 
At the same time, tangible and in-
tangible factor, their interactions and 
their interaction with external factors 
will point to different development 
opportunities and constraints(Bryden, 
2000). Tangible factors would include 
natural resource availability and qual-
ity, infrastructure endowment, human 
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resources, investment and econom-
ic structures. Less tangible factors 
include local community and culture, 
market performance, institutional 
performance, networks and quality of 
life(Bryden, 2000).

Social capital

Social capital is considered by the 
World Bank to be a missing link in 
development research. It complements 
other forms of capital such as human, 
physical and natural resources(Groo-
taert & Bastelaer 2002) and served as 
a driving force for rural development 
(Christoforou 2017). As an element 
to assist collective action, in commu-
nity-based development projects, it 
creates “shared values ​​and identities, 
inclusive networks, participatory 
governance structures and democratic 
decision-making mechanisms that 
target local development for individ-
ual and collective well-being”(Chiris-
toforou 2017 p. 44). It is also a major 
intangible resource in endogenous 
development. 

In research on how to create social 

capital, information (Coleman, 1994), 
education (Knack & Keefer,1997) and 
facilitators (Sato, 2001) are considered 
essential. At the same time, the im-
portance of the diversity of external 
networks was raised after the practice 
of multiple Social Capital Initiative 
Programmes.

Rural tourism

After 1970, rural tourism activities 
have grown a lot in the world, and 
have brought development prospects 
to the fringe areas of the economic 
and social development, rural areas 
(Peartrees, 2002). Under the chal-
lenges of agriculture, including low 
commodity prices, rising input costs, 
and globalization, it has brought new 
demands to rural resources (Daugs-
tad, 2008). The characteristics of rural 
tourism depend not only on the farm 
but also on adventure, sports, health, 
education, art and heritage (Bran-
well & Lane, 1994). In 1996, Pedford 
included rural customs, folklore, local 
and family traditions, values, beliefs 
and common heritage in rural tour-
ism.

Tourism development model

In China’s rural tourism development 
model, according to the tourism expe-
rience content, it can be divided into 
several categories:
1) Pastoral agricultural tourism is 
characterized by the use of pastoral 
scenery and agricultural activities as 
tourism activities of different themes 
(Guo&Han, 2010). 2) Folk customs 
and tourism utilize the local peo-
ple’s life culture and cultural heritage 
(Wang, 2005).3) The development of 
township tourism focuses on archi-
tectural culture and historical factors 
(Feng, 2002). 4) Leisure and recre-
ational activities are carried out on lei-
sure and holiday tourism (Diao, 2006). 
5) Agricultural knowledge tourism 
mainly takes the form of agricultural 
activities and agricultural technology 
exhibitions(Wang, 2013). 

According to the business operators, 
rural tourism can be divided into 1)
Household-run small business Mod-
el, 2)Individual farmstead Model, 3)
Farmer family plus farmer family 
Model, 4)Corporation plus farmers 

Model, 5)Corporation plus communi-
ty plus farmers Model, 6)Government 
plus corporation plus farmers Model 
(Su, 2011).

In terms of community involvement, 
unlike the “community participation” 
model of developed countries in the 
western country, some scholars point-
ed out that there is a special “commu-
nity model” in rural tourism in China, 
which is manifested in the following 
aspects: 1) Village or rural communi-
ties as a closed tourism product, “sell” 
to tourists in the form of collecting 
tickets; 2) one company is responsi-
ble for tourism development in the 
village; 3) part of the ticket income 
is shared by all community members 
through cash distribution, welfare 
improvement, etc.; 4) local residents 
still operate the right to own a small 
business, but to maintain coordination 
with the development company (Ying 
& Zhou, 2005). 

Rural Cultural tourism

As a big agricultural country, rural 
development is crucial in China. 

However, the urban-rural dual econ-
omy formed by China’s urbanization 
has put China’s rural areas in dilem-
ma. In order to improve the living 
standards and economic conditions in 
rural areas, the Chinese government 
is vigorously developing rural tour-
ism. As a result of the splendid rural 
traditional culture fostered by China’s 
vast territory, rural cultural tourism 
became one of the popular modes of 
tourism, characterized by unique rural 
traditions, heritage and lifestyle (Ying 
& Zhou, 2007), bringing social and 
economic development potential for 
the remote rural areas of China (Wang 
& Zhao, 2001).

Community-based tourism

Community-based tourism is promot-
ed as a synonym for sustainable tour-
ism which emphasizes the empower 
and benefit community. It is accepted 
by the development sector because it 
aims to achieve economic and social 
development at the same time (Ste-
phen, 2010). However, the feasibility 
of this development model in reality 
has always been question. Time-con-

suming, lack of education, insufficient 
funds, and conflicts of interest are 
obstacles to its implementation (Ad-
dison, 1996). Gary (1985) emphasizes 
the importance of villagers’ access to 
skills and resources. 
However, despite the suspicion, the 
importance of the Community-based 
approach remains evident. Since 1) 
local issues will directly affect the 
tourism experience (Pearce, 1994) 2) 
The basis of tourism development is 
community assets (Murphy, 1985). 3) 
Public participation helps protect the 
cultural and historical resources of the 
community (Felstead, 2000). 4) The 
combination of tourism and commu-
nity development is beneficial to the 
long-term implementation of tourism 
plans.

In China, although rural tourism has 
indeed achieved substantial GDP 
growth in decades (Wang, 2013). And 
Zhang (1998) believed that the growth 
of rural tourism is largely due to the 
policies and measures advocated by 
the Chinese government. The devel-
opment model has triggered many 
conflicts of interest between local 
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CBT Life cycle

On the development stage of tourism, 
Zapata (2011) divided CBT life cycle 
into three stages: exploration, engage-
ment, growth and development on the 
basis of Butler’s tourism development 
cycle research. In the author’s view, 
In the first phase, residents have little 
awareness of the potential of tourism 
development and few foreign capital 
interventions happen. The second 
phase is the initial phase of invest-
ment. Projects are likely to be affected 
by funding constraints in this period. 
This is also the stage where education 
and training begin to become neces-
sary. The third stage is depend on the 
growth of tourists. The first stage is a 
critical period for ensuring communi-
ty rights. The second stage is a crucial 
period for the education of residents.

Tourism commercialization & cultural 
commercialization

A phenomenon that has emerged in 
rural tourism is the commercialization 
of culture. The destruction and demise 

residents and developers, and at the 
same time brought losses to tourism 
because government pays attention 
to the rapid economy growth brought 
by the use of foreign capital rather 
than focusing on the improvement 
of the living conditions of the local 
people (Zuo 2013).  In this context, a 
number of scholars have conducted 
research on the distribution of tour-
ism benefits and proposed various 
models (Guo,2011). Some scholars 
have also claimed the importance of 
CBT’s development in rural China 
(Ying & Zhou, 2007). Research in this 
area is temporarily limited and mainly 
targets the benefit distribution mech-
anism caused by power relations (Luo, 
2005; Ba&Xu, 2013; Guo, 2011; Zuo, 
2013; Huang, 2017). The CBT studies 
aiming for participation is relative-
ly limited and mainly described the 
developing process and raised general 
suggestions. The rural tourism re-
search of Xidi and Hongcun ancient 
village compared decision-making and 
benefit sharing process in two villages 
(Ying & Zhou, 2007). Ba & Xu (2013) 
discussed community participation in 
rural cultural tourism in Wuyuan.

of culture brought about by cultur-
al commercialization are common 
at home and abroad. Greenwood 
(2004) described the process of 
cultural loss in the town of Alarde 
during tourism development and 
the confusion and helplessness of 
local residents in the process. The 
research on the commercialization 
of traditional Chinese ancient towns 
is extensive, such as the study of 
Zhenyuan Ancient Village (Zhang,  
Long & Zhao, 2019), the Xidi An-
cient Village (Bao & Lin, 2015), the 
study of Zhouzhuang Ancient Town 
and Yunnan Lijiang Ancient City 
(Bao & Su, 2004 ). In these studies, 
the authors all agree that the inev-
itable cultural commercialization 
process of the ancient villages.

Territorial Cultural System

Francesco (2016) proposed a new 
local sustainable development 
model based on Magnaghi’s work. 
This development model is based on 
the discovery of local identity and 
resources, emphasizing the possi-
ble role of culture. Different from 

the planning model that focuses on 
economic functional zoning and re-
source regulation, it regards the place 
as a rich history, focuses on the value 
of resources in the conversion pro-
cess, and generates continuous wealth 
and benefits for the next generation. 
By emphasizing cultural dimension 
of local sustainable development, 
it is closely connected with the lo-
cal residents, natural resources and 
cultural heritage. What rules should 
be established to use territory heritage 
to create well-being, lasting wealth, 
reproducibility of resources and added 
value of the territory, maximizing the 
synergy between development factors 
will be the key to sustainable develop-
ment.

Multilevel Governance

CBT is generally considered to be the 
development model of small-scale. 
However,  as a sustainable tourism 
model, CBT cannot and should not be 
limited to small-scale implementation. 
In fact, in the context of rural tourism 
in China, the mutual cooperation of 
multiple scales is a more reasonable 

development model. How to foster the 
development conditions that support 
CBT in external conditions, such as 
policy promotion and optimization 
and unified construction planning 
of infrastructure between CBTs, 
multi-level management is indispens-
able.  In practice, at Nicaraguan, the 
CBT Nicaraguan Network was estab-
lished in 2004 to support and guaran-
tee common knowledge and common 
actions in training, policy advocacy 
and joint marketing(Zapata & Hall, 
2011). In the development of Xidi 
cultural tourism, the national policy 
promoted both the protection of his-
torical heritage and economic devel-
opment, thereby restricting large-scale 
development, focusing on the protec-
tion and repair of ancient buildings, 
so that the over-commercialization 
phenomenon can be avoided(Jiao & 
Dong, 2017).
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Source: Author
Figure 2.4-1: Theoretical Framework

By studying the theory and combining with the context of 
the project, the conceptual framework is proposed:
Natural capital(rural ecology) and cultural capital(rural 
heritage) constitute important assets for the development of 
the project. The local groups including surplus labors, rural 
worker, left-over children and aging people are both the 
target groups of my concern and the social capital that can 
be utilized. Tourism and agriculture are the local industry 
that need to be developed. Community participation is 
emphasized for composing a bottom-up process for tourism 
development with multilevel governance in three different 
scales.
With a community-based approach, what this project wants 
to do is through the emphasizes of culture which close-
ly tied with local community and place, promoting both 
economy growth and social inclusion. Therefore achieving 
socio-economic sustainable development.

Source: Author

Conceptual Framework

Figure 2.5-1:Conceptual Framework
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Scale

There are three main research scales 
within different considerations. And 
as a community-based project, the 
emphasize is put in the village scale. 
The analysis will be elaborated in 
space, activities, tourism, threats, 
stakeholders and related strategy and 
design. Then gradually moves to larger 
system when it comes to network and 
tourism.

Source: Author
Figure 2.5-2: Scale considerations

Methodological Framework

In order to seek the endogenous 
development model of Wuyuan in the 
context of cultural tourism, answer 
questions of how to tap local resourc-
es, how to use tourism to activate 
resources, and how to use the external 
environment to create advantageous 
local development conditions, a meth-
odological framework was established. 

With community-based and cultural 
approaches, the information of gover-
nance, industry and space is gathered 
and used to create strategies frame-
work and design outputs.

In this process, there are three points 
need to be highlighted: 
First, the understanding of the inter-
action between different layers, the 
interconnection between different 
types of resources, and their mutual 
transformation during the change of 
the socio-economic structure. Among 
them, the cultural significance behind 
space and people’s life, the potential of 
cultural resources, its integration with 
space resources and the conversion 
between cultural and economic capital 

will be important research parts of 
historical analysis, spatial mapping 
and literature review.

The second is the exploration of com-
munity-based development models. 
The interview with local people is 
particularly important in this part to 
understand how the residents per-
ceive the community. The residents’ 
real needs will also directly lead to 
the output of the strategy. At the same 
time, recognizing both advantages and 
disadvantages of CBT in theoretical 
research.

The third is the output of multiple 
scales. The importance of external net-
works is also recognized in commu-
nity-based research methods. Which 
leads to the cognition and exploration 
of resources through different scales. 
In the strategy, through the estab-
lishment of the network and mutual 
cooperation, the resource aggregation 
effect is exerted.

MACRO SCALE (HUIZHOU)

• Infrastructure
• Tourism cooperation across province
• Combined culture

MESO SCALE (COUNTY)

• Infrastructure
• Cooperation between urban and village
• Cooperation between different villages

MICRO SCALE ( VILLAGE)

• Space quality
• Living and production activities
• Rural lifestyle
• Threats to the village
• Related strategy and design
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Figure 2.6-1: Methodology framework

In China’s urbanization development process, the government’s 
exogenous development model which based on the theory of the 
growth pole, has caused regional uneven development and the 
marginalization of the vast countryside. With the rise of rural 
tourism, this exogenous development model is proposed again. 
It did not aim for improving the living of poor people in the 
local area, but instead increased the gap between the rich and 
the poor, weakened the rights and interests of local residents 
and damaged local culture and natural environment, forming an 
unsustainable development model.
Based on the theory of endogenous development, with an 
community-based approach, this project emphasizes the use of 
local resources, community participation, and the sustainable 
exchange of cultural capital and economic capital. It hopes to 
support the local development economically and provide livable 
life for local residents. 
In seeking a feasibility path for this development, the indica-
tor of this project will not be the growth of the total economic 
volume, but the factors that represent the interests of local 
residents, such as the per capita income of local residents, the 
degree of infrastructure improvement, the protection of culture 
and the local environment . This will also require interviews and 
understanding of the residents’ wishes, integration of resources 
in quality and quantity, and use the mapping method to reflect 
on the spatial level, while drawing theoretical solutions from 
literature review to conduct analysis and design.

Conclusion
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Analysis
3.1 Understand the village life:
     3.1.1  The logic behind

      3.1.2 The village

      3.1.3 Conculsion: Values and threat

3.2 Tourism
3.3 Stakeholder

The analysis chapter consists of three parts. The focus is on villages, tourism and 
stakeholders, supporting the subsequent strategies for space, economy and gover-
nance. 
1)Understand the village life is intended to explore the features of rural life and its 
value to modern life. A more detailed analysis of the relevant spatial characteris-
tics of the village is conducted. It also summarizes the threats to rural life under 
urbanization and tourism development. 
2)The analysis of tourism links villages to a larger system. The search for large-
scale resource cooperation has also provided multiple possibilities for infrastruc-
ture construction. After understanding the existing connections in tourism, the 
tourism mode of tourists who came to the village was evaluated for exploring the 
new mode in line with the community value pursued by the project. 
3)Stakeholders’ analysis explores the incentives behind rural development. How 
exactly is rural development driven by these four roles: government, developer, 
tourist, and villager between protection and change. Through the analysis of the 
common interests of different stakeholders, in the context of emphasizing the val-
ue of the community, preparing for its improvement in the strategy and design.

Image3.1-1  Village scenery
Source: Google Picture
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Understand the village life

Source: Author
Figure 3.1.1-2: The influence of Feng Shui theory on space formation

Fengshui theory provides a special 
landscape environment for the village’s 
natural layer.  the location of the vil-
lage is in a series of natural elements 
, including a river in the front of the 
village and an important mountain 
in the back of the village. The alleys 
and buildings are also placed under 
the rule so that most of the buildings 
could face south. The major alleys is 
east-west. These effects contributed to 
the village’s ventilated corridors and 
more sunshine hours. 

With different types of spaces were 
formed in the village under the rule. 
The combination with the production 
land, includes farmland in front of the 
village and tea farm in the mountain.  
Multiple connections between people 
and space are generated.

These connections change through 
time to form different states of space. 
The important changes stems from the 
impact of farming activities and the 
village ’s special festivals throughout 
the year.

As the carrier of China’s thousands of 
years of traditional culture, the logic 
behind rural life is closely related to 
the value of  “following the pattern of 
nature ” in Fengshui, and the 24 solar 
terms. Together they contributed to 
the special spatial characteristics of the 
village and its changing laws at differ-
ent times. The first part of this section, 
the logic behind, explains this in detail 
and explores the villagers’ perception 
of the village under this influence. The 
second part specifically analyzes how 
the space of traditional villages affects 
villagers ’lives through comparison 
of two sites in different development 
states, including the interaction be-
tween space with activities, time, and 
changes in villages during develop-
ment. Finally, it sums up the value of 
village life and the threats it faces.

The logic behind

“It was believed that village life was able to 
sustain the origin of human character through 
dialogue between man and the natural land-
scape”(Lin, 1940).

Source: Author,  based on 3d map in Google earth pro
Figure 3.1.1-1: Analysis of the relationship between village and natural landscape
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Source: Author, based on 3d map in Google earth pro and landuse map provided by Tuochuan township government.

Source: Author

Figure 3.1.1-3:  Village Production and Life Activities

Figure 3.1.1-4: The interaction between space and production and life

Source: Author

Figure 3.1-2: Analysis of Village Production and Life Activities
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Source: Author
Figure 3.1.1-5: Rural routine under the influence of 24 solar terms

Festivals

Farmland

Tea farm

Vegetable field
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Villagers’ perception of the village

Under the spatial influence of Feng-
shui and the special time schedule in 
the village, the local people ’s percep-
tion of the village space is also very 
interesting.

Through the collection of village 
memory maps and descriptions of 
villages. Local people’s memory of the 
village has formed an overview map. 
Which shows the most memorable 
point for villagers are:
1) The node formed by the superpo-
sition of natural features and cultural 
meanings (eg. water mouth). As the 
main characteristic factor of village 
location, the cultural significance 
formed at some nodes with special 
natural characteristics has also been 
spread as a story and has become a 
collective memory and a part of local 
identity.
2) Places with special functions in the 
village. Village temples, ancestral halls, 
tea factories, small shops (tofu shops, 
bun shops) and playgrounds in impor-
tant village alleys.
3) Major alley and traffic nodes, 
especially bridges. Villagers are par-
ticularly impressed by the main alley 
in traditional villages. The cultural 
significance behind the bridge also 
makes it deep in people’s memories.
4) Agricultural land. The agricultural 
landscape has become an important 

Source: Author, based on the description and hand 
drawing of villagers

Figure 3.1.1-6: Memory map of the villagers
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part of the villagers’ memory because 
of its close connection with people’s 
production activities and as an impor-
tant part of the rural landscape.
5) Special nodes in the natural envi-
ronment. Within walking distance, the 
natural environment not only provides 
important agricultural production 
sites and burial grounds. The breeding 
plants such as chestnut forest, peach 
forest, and maple leaf forest, due to 
their special landscape characteristics 
and the fruit-picking activities provid-
ed, has close connections with chil-
dren’s amusement activities.

The village

The interaction between the villagers 
and space have been studied in more 
detail in two sites of Tuochuan in 
Wuyuan. One is the administrative 
township of Tuochuan, it is the seat of 
the township government, and at the 
same time carries more functions to 
serve other villages. It also has under-
gone more changes due to rural and 
tourism development. The other one is 
a small village under Tuochuan which 
remains relatively more traditional 
village features. These two villages are 
about 1km away from each other.

The spatial features of traditional village

The spatial features of traditional 
villages are summarized in two parts. 
One is the main part of the village and 
the other is the special edge.

The density of the main part of the 
village is relatively high, most of which 
are connected by alleys of about 2 me-
ters. Alleys are the important public 
spaces inside the village. The space 
with higher density, close distance 
between houses, pedestrian-only 
features also provides advantages for 
the vitality of village life. Villagers will 
chat, greet and play in the alleys. Some 
important small shops are also dis-
tributed along the main alleys. During 
special festivals, important activities 
such as setting off firecrackers, greet-
ing lanterns, and setting off fireworks 
are also performed in the alleys. Ev-
eryone can feel the festive atmosphere 
of the festival by standing at the door.

The edge of the village has more 
flexible and rich space as it contains 
more elements. It is where production 
and living lands meets. In the case of 
vegetable fields, ponds, rice fields, and 
paths interlaced with each other, it 
creates more diverse connections with 
people. It also maintains good per-
meability to natural landscapes. The 
smaller buildings scattered around 

Source: Author
Figure 3.1.2-1: Spatial analysis of the traditional village
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The main part of the village

A permeable edge with multiple functions

Source: Author
Figure 3.1.2-2: Two characteristics of traditional villages

Source: Author
Figure 3.1.2-3: Analysis of the alley
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Figure 3.1.2-4: Spatial characteristics of the edge

the village edges make it possible to 
feel the natural landscape even in the 
alleys inside the village. With the ad-
vantages of natural conditions brought 
by Fengshui theory, including plenty 
of sunshine, summer breeze and more 
land to be use. There are also more 
possibilities for the shaping of public 
space here.



64 65Source: Author, based on auto cad provided by Tuochuan township government
Figure 3.1.2-5:Morphology analysis of the second site
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Figure 3.1.2-6: Six different typical spaces in the site
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The village under change

In the second site, more changes are 
added to the village’s traditional spa-
tial system. 

It maintains some traditional alley 
structure. Although due to densify 
demand, houses were built along the 
edge of the river, the landscape of the 
river was blocked. And the accessibili-
ty of the space along the river gradual-
ly decreased. 

Commercial areas built for tourism 
also caused further bad influence. 
Poor consideration of natural space 
penetration. Motorways across vil-
lages bring noise and pollution. The 
introduced commercial street func-
tions gradually depart from the needs 
required by the community to serve 

tourism.

At the edge of the village, the tourism 
functions and large infrastructure are 
also added. The new functions brings 
new possibilities to the shaping of the 
space. But the necessity and carrying 
capacity of these functions then has 
also become a project consideration. 
In the current situation, the construc-
tion of infrastructure is too close to 
the village, which not only damages 
the village landscape, but also cuts off 
the connection between the living and 
production land. The impact of noise 
and pollution on village life also has 
become more serious.

By comparing two types of space of 
the village (Figure 3.1.2-7 and Figure 
3.1.2-8), it is found that the space 
quality of traditional villages is be-

Source: Author
Figure 3.1.2-7: The quality of traditional space
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Figure 3.1.2-8: The destruction of traditional space

ing lost during the expansion. The 
important advantages considered by 
Fengshui theory, sunshine time and 
the breeze were blocked due to the 
large hotel construction. The tradi-
tional village space was destroyed by 
the construction of motorway. The 
public functions of the space along the 
river are occupied by private capital.

In terms of rural routine, the village 
still has the habit of celebrating sev-
eral important festivals of the year 
together. During the festival, villagers 
make different foods together and 
participate in collective celebrations. 
As a part of the villager’s spiritual 
life, the villager’s sense of identity 
and belonging to the village has been 
improved. Since most of the workers 
in the village return home during the 
festival, the festival is also the most 
lively moment in the village. Produc-
tion activities in the village revolve 
around the village’s main crops, tea 
and farmland. Three collections of tea, 
fertilization, and pruning; farmland 
cultivation, transplanting, fertilization 
and harvesting, plus sowing, weeding, 
and harvesting of vegetable fields at 
different times throughout one year.
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The low-density village with dominat-
ed nature landscape and the values of 
following the pattern of nature have 
generated a  lifestyle based on nature. 
Self-sufficient living condition is the 
result of the possession of both pro-
duction and living lands.  Although 
it is a small scale production, the 
residents can meet their own needs 
by planting rice, tea, vegetables, and  
raising poultry.

Compared to urban life, it generate 
intimate relationships between people 
and a lifestyle that is closer to nature 
with a lower unknown risk from out-
side .

Values and threat

The value of rural life

Through the previous analysis, the 
value of rural life is summarized into 
three points: The publicity of rural life,  
lifestyle based on nature, self-sufficient 
life.

Under the historical background of 
having a common ancestor. The pub-
licity of  rural life is further formed 
due to the intersections in daily pro-
duction and life activities, including 
the habit of co-producing food, help 
each other in production and living,  
celebrating festival together and so on. 

Source: Author
Figure 3.1.2-9: Changes in village production and life over time produce different spatial conditions
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Source: Author
Figure 3.1.3-1: The summary of the value of rural life compared with urban 
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1950

1955

1959-1961

1958

1966-1976

1980

1982

1951-1952

1953

A heavy blow to  private 
industry and commerce

Assign land ownership to farmers

China’s national food and non-staple food shortage 
crisis caused by the great leap forward movement and 
the policy of sacrificing agricultural development and 
industry from 1959 to 1961

New economic policy In 1980, the four coastal special 
zones were established. Four years 
later, 14 coastal port cities opened to 
the outside world

The household contract respon-
sibility system 

Three-anti and Five-anti 
Campaigns

Land reform

Cultural revolution

Three difficult years in China

People’s commune move-
ment

The three reforms with pub-
lic ownership as the core 

The whole country is in 
decline

Great leap forward of industry
A large number of farmers leave their hometown 
to go to cities or other better off rural areas, some 
doing small business, some begging for a living

All means of production shall belong to the 
collective, family sidelines shall be cancelled, no 
private plots shall be left, and collective labor shall 
be obeyed

By 1958, through the frequent issuance of laws and 
regulations, China had fully formed the urban-rural 
dual system

Agricultural products cannot be traded in the mar-
ket, but are transferred to cities in large quantities.

Source: Author
Figure 3.1.3-2: Major events related to rural development

Threat

The threat to the value of rural life is 
caused by the special history of rural 
development in China and the current 
improper development of tourism.

The gradual breakdown of the relation-
ship between local residents and land

1)  Loss of land ownership
Since 1949, rural land ownership has 
undergone several reforms. And farm-
ers gradually lost their ownership of 
land. Land is mainly dominated by the 
government’s will (including transfer 
to developers).

2) Loss of labor
At present, about a third of the popu-
lation of Tuochuan is working in other 
places, mostly in nearby big cities such 
as Hangzhou and Shanghai all the year 
round, left the village with the elderly 
and children. And some cultural tra-
ditions and customs cannot be main-
tained because of it. The loss of labor 
has gradually weakened the interac-
tion between people’s production and 
space in the village.

Backward local economy and strong 
foreign intervention

In the process of urbanization in 
China, which attaches importance to 
industrial development. Countryside 
has been sacrificed for the city for 
many years, obliged to provide food 
to the city and has no right to market 
pricing.  The rural areas also have to 
bear various taxes before 2005. These 
all leads to extreme poverty in the ru-
ral areas. And the bad influence lasts 

Figure 3.1.3-6: population growth of Tuochuan

Figure 3.1.3-4: population mobility of  Tuochuan
Source: Data provided by Tuochuan Government (2019) Source: Data provided by Tuochuan Government (2019)

Source: Data provided by Tuochuan Government (2019)

Source: Data provided by Tuochuan Government (2019)
Figure 3.1.3-5: Village collective economic situation (2016)

Figure 3.1.3-3: Mobile community

till now.

Due to the single industrial structure, the current economic 
situation of the village is very negative. Although tourism 
development has brought some income to the village col-
lective, but the increase of per capita income is less than 20 
Euros. The local economy does not provide jobs that meet 
the wages that residents need to live.

Family life within the village also relies heavily on the 
salaries of migrant workers. Due to labor going out all year 
round, one third of the tea plantations and tea farm were 
deserted, which means farmland production activities were 
also partially stopped. The tea factory in the village has been 
abandoned. This is also because farmers have low farming 
efficiency and cannot compete with foreign products pro-
duced on a large scale. At present, The rice produced in the 
village basically only meets the food needs of those who stay 
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in the village.

The contracting of foreign investment 
in the tourism industry also threatens 
the value of village life. As a represen-
tative of foreign culture and profits, 
developers mainly obtain short-term 
profits by occupying and depriving 
local resources. They tend to despise 
the living value of the local villagers 
and carry out the commercial devel-
opment model of tourism. As a result, 
not only the villagers’ resources are 
occupied, their lives are affected, but 
the village culture is gradually being 
destroyed by foreign cultures.

Top down planning that tends to ignores 
the value of the village itself

Against the background of rural eco-
nomic backwardness, China’s strong 
top-down planning actually tends to 
ignore the cultural value of the village 
itself. Lack of bottom-up feedback, 
large infrastructure is too close to the 
village, causing landscape damage and 
pollution to the village. Regardless of 
the significance of the landscape to the 
local people, the natural environment 
is damaged. Lower economic capital 
loss and faster construction have be-
come the government’s choice.

Source: 1-3 Google picture 4-9 Xiongliyue
Image 3.1.3: 1-9: The dilemma of the village
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Figure 3.2-1: The main scope of village tourism industry impact
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Tourism

In order to find a tourism model that 
matches the value of the community, 
the existing tourism system of the vil-
lage was analyzed. The analysis focuses 
on two aspects. One is to evaluate the 
existing tourism model, and the other 
is to take advantage of the existing 
links in the tourism system on a larger 
scale.

Three types of tourists

At present, the tourism impact of Tu-
ochuan mostly involves counties and 
cities in neighboring provinces. The 
village mainly attracts three types of 
tourists: college students for sketching 
activities organized by universities, 
tours organized by tour groups, and 
self-driving tourists. Their mode of 
transportation, distance and purpose 
of travel are all closely related.

The sketching activities organized 
by the university are picked up and 
dropped off by the bus. There are doz-
ens of people organized by each uni-
versity. They take a bus directly from 
the neighboring city to the village. 
The residence time is about ten days 
or a half months. The main activity is 
sketch. Tour groups come on import-
ant national and summer vacations. 
The stay time is very short. Most are 
one-day. They only visit the designat-
ed spots. Self-driving tours are more 
flexible compare with the other two. 
Visitors are from closer places and 
can travel on weekends. Usually they 
chose to stay in the farmer’s home 
and has a deeper experience of local 
culture and landscape.
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Tourism

Source: Author
Figure 3.2-2: The overlap between rural routine and peak tourist period
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Tourism

Source: Author
Figure 3.2.3: Evaluation of three types of tourism

The evaluation

The tourists are evaluated from three 
aspects: the demand for capacity of 
local infrastructure, experience of cul-
ture and benefits of locals. These three 
aspects are the focus of the project and 
will determine the choice of tourists 
and the guidance of their behavior.

Due to the short stay time and usually 
come during the peak travel period, 
the tourist group has high require-
ments for the temporary carrying 
capacity of the village facilities, and 
the experience of the village culture 
itself is poor. Most tour groups coop-
erate with developers and bring little 
benefits to local residents. 

The advantage of the university’s 
sketching activity is that it has more 
stay time, the purpose is to truly dis-
cover the landscape value of the village 
culture. Although the current tourism 
activities are relatively simple and only 
for sketching, there is little interaction 
with local residents. But there is plenty 
of room for improvement by lever-
aging the links established between 
existing universities and villages. 

The feature of self-driving tours is 
that they can take advantage of short 
distances to avoid peak travel and 
experience local culture more deeply. 
Spreading travel time across weekends 
instead of focusing on peak travel can 
also reduce temporary demand for 
village tourism capacity.
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Figure 3.2-4: Macro scale-the connetion between the village and a larger system under tourism
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Connections in a larger scale

As part of a larger system, local tour-
ism also has more connections with 
external resources. In the macro scale, 
the common theme of the Hui culture 
with neighboring city Huangshan, 
the theme of the ancient Jiangnan 
town with Zhejiang Province. And the 
natural theme of beautiful mountains 
and rivers also connects it with other 
places. The use of cultural integration 
is conducive to increasing the influ-
ence of local tourism value and brand 
building.

In the county scale. The mutual coop-
eration between the villages, the union 

between the villages and the county 
center becomes important. The county 
center is the main node connecting 
the village to the outside of the coun-
ty. At present, the village is about 45 
minutes away from the county center. 
In order to reduce the infrastructure 
development of the village to a certain 
extent and protect the village land-
scape. The functions to be undertaken 
by it and the cooperation between the 
villages become important.

Villages also need to carry out func-
tion transfer and resource association 
while keep their own characteristics 
and avoid homogenization of resourc-
es.

Source: Author
Figure 3.2-5: Resource sharing in a large system
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Figure 3.2-6: County scale- Village connection to the outside

Village location
County center
Highway
Provincial road
Railway
Roads connected to the village

0 5 10 20km



90 91

Stakeholder

Interests in different layers

Government, developer, villagers and tourist are included 
in stakeholder analysis. They have different emphasis on the 
different layers in the village. Through the analysis of the 
value of village life before, it can be seen that the villagers 
values the natural form ,the important traditional space 
which owns collective memory, the self-owned, small-scale 
production land which forms a self-sufficient lifestyle.

Government  focuses on the construction of large-scale 
infrastructure, the modernization of rural areas, and the 
economic growth. The developer’s  profit driven, they care 
about the increase of the tourist carrying capacity, the 
construction of commercial facilities and the use of nature 
resources to obtain more commercial profits. Tourists need 
the accessibility of the village, natural landscapes different 
from the city and enjoy the original rustic living atmo-
sphere.
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Figure 3.3-1: Stakeholder analysis - villagers

Source: Author
Figure 3.3-4: Stakeholder analysis - villagers

Source: Author
Figure 3.3-2: Stakeholder analysis - government
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Figure 3.3-3: Stakeholder analysis - developers

Source: Author
Figure 3.3-4: Stakeholder analysis - developer

Source: Author
Figure 3.3-4: Stakeholder analysis - tourists
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Source: Author
Figure 3.3-5: Power and interests of involved stakeholders

Power and interest

Stakeholders’ different attitudes to the 
development of different layers have 
led to the current village development 
model because of the power they have. 
In the choice of protection and change 
and how to change. The characteristics 
of the existing stakeholder model can 
be summarized as follows:

1)Developer and villagers have the 
least common interests.
2)The overlap between developers and 
tourists has been greatly promoted 
after the developers were given power 
by the government.
3)In terms of space planning, tourists 
as a balancer have more interests with 
the other three parties.
4)The power of the government plays 
a very large role. Basically, the more 
interested the government is, the faster 
it advances. The situation now is that 
the government is mostly on the side 
of developer interests.
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Strategy
4.1 Principle 
4.2 Spatial pattern
4.3 New stakeholder model



100 101Source: Author
Figure 4.1-1: The principles of the inverwention in three aspects

Principles

The strategy of this project is based 
on the community-based principle to 
protect the village values that villager 
emphasizes, which mainly include 
three aspects: improving the physical 
environment, reveal the relationship 
between people and space, and meet-
ing the needs of villagers under the 
development trend. 

Tourism as another system provides 
financial support for village con-
struction and justify the protection of 
culture. As another system that con-
tributes to the development of villages, 
its development emphasizes the inter-
connection with local communities, 
the effective use of local culture and 
natural resources. On the other hand, 
it emphasizes the connection and 
sharing of resources with the outside 
world.

In terms of governance, it emphasizes 
the interests of local residents and the 
contribution of residents to participate 
in planning. Restricting foreign capital 
and over-construction.

Spatial patterns 

The spatial pattern that may appear 
was developed based on the principle. 
The main focus is to use of the advan-
tages of village life and retain the char-
acteristics of community life value and 
provide space for the superposition of 
tourism functions, increase residents’ 
participation in tourism and protect 
their interests. And then balance pro-
tection and development.
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Figure 4.2-1: Developed spatial patterns
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The Categories of patterns

For the consideration of the following 
aspects, pattern is composed of nine 
different combinations.
1) Balance between commercial and 
residential function (Group1)
2) Utilization and protection of natu-
ral resources (Group 2, 6)
3) Valorization of local industry 
(Group 3)
5) Use and update cultural heritage 
(Group 7)
6) Ensure the interests of local resi-
dents and explore the common inter-
ests of tourists and local people(Group 
4,5,8)
7) Expansion in the future (Group 9)

Evaluation of Patterns

The Pattern was evaluated from 6 
aspects: Natural resource conserva-
tion; Preserve, revitalize and pass on 
culture; Tourists ’experience of local 
culture; Generate jobs and income; 
Increase the quality of community 
life; Social participation. Because 
they form the basis of the design with 
the focus on different aspects of the 
project.

Group pattern1.2.7.5.6 emphasizes 

the contribution of combined cultural 
and natural resources to the economy. 
Mainly through the value-added of 
tea and local agriculture, the imple-
mentation of outdoor commercial and 
commercial and residential mixed 
mode, the recreational development of 
natural resources.

Group pattern 3 Emphasizes the guar-
antee of residents ‘economic benefits 
and the sense of pride in the com-
munity which brought by residents’ 
participation.

Group pattern 4, 8 Emphasize the use 
of local residents as part of the culture 
helps the development of tourism. 
And create a tourism model responds 
to the common interests of residents 
and tourists. While enhancing the 
community’s sense of identity and 
belonging, it also brings tourists into 
the local culture. At the same time, the 
resources brought by tourists are used 
to realize cultural exchange, supple-
ment of educational resources and 
construction of local environment.

Group pattern 9 try to keep balance 
between village expansion and natural 
resources, rural landscape protection.

Source: Author
Figure 4.2-2: Pattern groups
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Figure 4.2-3: The evaluation of the pattern
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Figure 4.3-1: New stakeholder model

New stakeholder model

The new stakeholder model has made 
significant changes to the role of the 
government to try its best to support 
the interests of the community.  At 
the same time, establish a community 
management organization to avoid 
conflicts caused by villagers’ inde-
pendent actions.  And through the 
formulation of projects and policies, 
the pattern and stakeholder are linked 
together. 

At present, it is difficult for villagers to 
implement projects spontaneously, so 
government support can help start a 
tourism initiative. 

Use the current government responsi-
bilities for rural development, cultural 
protection and tourism development 
to support tourism and community 
development in several ways:
1) Policies for restricting construction.
2) Dividing plots as residential ar-
eas and tourist expansion areas and 
restricting the construction scope, and 
restricting construction policies close 
to landscapes; 
3) Support local industries (techni-
cal support, talent training, financial 
support) policy: provide funds for vil-
lagers’ construction projects to create 
employment opportunities for local 
residents;
3) Policies to protect the rights and 
interests of local residents and the 
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cultivation of local talents; 
4) Policies on cultural protection and 
implementation projects on the use of 
cultural heritage; 
5) Provide cooperation between corre-
sponding tourism resources; 
6) Infrastructure support; 
7) Funding and technical support for 
community projects.

Community administrative organiza-
tion 

The establishment of community 
organization is mainly to set up a 
local organization to manage tourism. 
And create a representive group to 
communicate and cooperate with the 
outside world(Lejeune & Richards, 
2003).  According to China’s national 
conditions, it can be served by village 
committees at the same time or it can 
be composed of local talents with gov-
ernment support.  The main respon-
sibility issues are the distribution of 
benefits and division of roles. In terms 
of distribution of benefits, in addi-
tion to the income earned by some 
villagers directly entering the service 

industry, ensure that community 
funds are left for community project 
to ensure that all residents can benefit 
indirectly through tourism and fur-
ther help the community develop. At 
the same time find suitable position-
ing for local residents.  Local youth 
can undertake cultural performers, 
local guide or program planning, etc.  
Women can undertake the production 
of handicrafts, housekeeping and food 
production.  The elderly can share 
more traditional culture and stories, 
and also participate in tourism proj-
ects. The entire management process 
should be open and transparent.
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Design
Village scale
5.1 Toolbox
5.2 Application on two sites
5.3 Project example
5.4 Visualization
5.5 Conclusion of design on village scale
Meso and Macro scale
5.5 A multi-functional network

5.6 Conclusion on design chapter

The Design chapter is based on the 
previous spatial analysis. The main 
attempt is to implement the pattern in 
the specific space of the village un-
der the strategy development.  While 
realizing the merger and interac-
tion between patterns at the village 
scale, it emphasizes the control of the 
overall spatial structure of the village 
(including landscape corridors, the 
continuation of traditional spaces 
and restrictions on construction, 
etc.).  The implementation of different 
patterns will help to establish at the 
village scale the emphasis on differ-
ent resource systems (eg: the cultural 
resource system established by the 
preservation and reuse of cultural 
heritage, the natural landscape system 
emphasized by the landscape corri-
dors, and the social resource system 
formed by the residents’ participation 
). At the design level, it explore how 
various resources balance the relation-
ship between retention and change in 
the process of transformation and the 
maximization of synergy through the 
combination of resources. 

The toolbox section shows the im-
plementation of pattern in a specific 

space.  The application at the village 
scale combines the considerations of 
the overall structure of the village.  In 
the project example, the flexibility 
of design is mainly discussed in the 
resource changes.

Toolbox

According to the characteristics of 
different spaces in the village analyz ed 
before, including good view of natural 
landscapes, comfortable sunlight and 
breeze, a mixture of residential and 
production land at the water edge, 
traditional scale spaces, special style 
buildings and nodes carrying collec-
tive memories owned by the alleys, 
the mixed zone of residence and 
production, special terrain, accessi-
bility to forests at the mountain edge, 
combined with different functions 
(industry, education, cultural venues 
, important nodes leading to land-
scapes) and cultural significance. The 
toolbox is developed to implement 
the pattern.  It enables the principles 
represented by pattern and the value 
of emphasis to be carried out in space 
in an orderly manner.



118 119 Source: Author
Figure 5.1-1: Tool box development of the spatial intervention
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Figure 5.2-1: Spatial intervention in village scale-site 1

Application on two sites

The implementation of toolbox at the 
village level has formed a new asso-
ciation and interaction between the 
various systems at the village scale, 
aiming for searching for mutually 
supportive systems related to culture, 
economy, space and governance and 
produce synergy during transforma-
tion.  For example, in the tea industry, 
the location of the tea factory is used 
to expand the educational functions of 
tea exhibitions, and the construction 
of tea rooms in the surrounding space 
is used to hold tea performances, 
adding the participation of cultural 
systems.  At the same time, the design 
points emphasize the structure of the 
village and continue the traditional 
fabric of the village.  

Due to the different context of the 
two sites and the maintenance situa-
tion of traditional style, although the 
measures are similar in strengthening 
the landscape corridor, protecting 
traditional spaces, limiting expansion 
especially at the edge, increasing the 
function not only to meet the needs 
of tourists but the needs of the com-
munity, the implementation of tool-
box is different in some aspects.  It is 
mainly reflected in the second place to 
consider more possibilities of carry-
ing capacity for ore service functions 
and expansion of construction land.  
While more construction restrictions 
will be carried out at the first location 
to ensure the total farmland retention 
in the south of the village and the wa-
ter mouth landscape in the east of the 
village.  Functionally, they can com-
plement each other because these two 
places are close to each other.  
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Figure 5.2-2: Spatial intervention in village scale-site 2
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Figure 5.3-1: The usage of the pattern and spatial design of the example project

Project example

In order to explore the flexibility that 
exists in the design under the uncer-
tainty of constantly changing needs 
and resources based on community 
value, a project example at the second 
location is chosen to makes the design 
attitude for the realization of space 
more clear. 

Based the previous analysis, the wa-
terside space has the advantages of en-
suring the penetration of natural land-
scapes, good natural conditions, and a 
mixture of residential and production 
land.  In the design, the priority is to 
ensure the penetration of natural land-
scapes, the comfort of natural condi-
tions, and the publicity and accessi-
bility of waterside spaces. The original 
vegetable fields use high-quality food 
production, tourism and educational 
activities for overall valorization, part 
of the ceding brings more economic 
benefits to the community through 
outdoor businesses, and part of it is 
used for densify to meet the residents’ 
demand for housing. The mixed form 
of housing and accommodation ad-
justs the balance between economic 
interests and residential rights.  

In the process of balancing choices, 
what was discovered was the limits 
and rules of construction, and how to 
create synergy between various re-
sources. 

The section of the design shows the 
quality of the space created under the 
guidance of the pattern. How visitors 
and residents can benefit at the same 
time and the possible forms of organi-

Source: Author
Figure 5.3-2: The flexibility of function alignment and maximum the synergy in the transformation of resource
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zation behind the space management. 

As mentioned before, the main con-
tents of the design included in this 
section include new residences to 
meet the residential and tourism 
needs, outdoor catering space under 
the cooperation of residents, and 
certain entertaining design along the 
river. 

In terms of meeting the needs of 
tourists, they can be satisfied with 
their local residence, food, and en-
tertainment. A good rural landscape 
and the interaction process with local 
residents enable them have a deeper 
understanding and experience of local 
culture. Considering the seasonality 
of tourism, when the tourism peak is 
low, the space created can still be used 
by the community to promote the de-

velopment of the community (eg. The 
vegetable racks built for the tourists’ 
diet can still be used for food produc-
tion and school agricultural education 
activities). At the same time, due to 
their contribution to the economy, the 
landscape and culture of the village 
justify their protection measures and 
maintain the local identity, which en-
hances the residents’ sense of identity 
with the community. The mutual co-
operation of the village people enable 
them to interact with the space again 
and increased their sense of belonging 
to the community. 

Finally, behind the project is the gov-
ernment’s support for the project and 
the specified construction regulations, 
and the protection policy for the local 
culture and landscape.

Source: Author

Image 1-2
Source: http://www.archdaily.cn/cn/802742/dang-
dai-xiang-cun-ju-luo-hang-zhou-fu-yang-dong-zi-
guan-hui-qian-nong-ju-gadjie-di-she-ji.
Image 3
Source: http://www.archdaily.cn/cn/882403/an-hui-
tong-ling-shan-ju-zhuang-zi-yu?ad_medium=wid-
get&ad_name=recommendation.
Image 4-12
Source: Author

Community-based space for tourism

-For Community

-For Tourist

Source: Author

Source: Author

Source: Author

Figure 5.3-4: Interpretation of the space for Tourist’s value

Figure 5.3-5: Interpretation of the space for Community’s value

Figure 5.3-6: Interpretation of the the governance behind space

Figure 5.3-3: Section of the example project

Houses fit in local environement

Vegetable value-added measures

Outdoor diet

Waterside recreational facilities



128 129

Alley-Before

Heritage site-Before

Heritage site-After

Alley-After

Visualization
The density of the alley is higher and 
the limited space resources should 
be used effectively. On the basis of 
maintaining the traditional spatial 
features, It can be shaped for commu-
nity activities (eg. food production, 
crafts production, etc.) The space with 
rich community activities is a display 
of local culture for tourists. It can also 
increase tourists’ chances of partici-
pating in local activities on this basis.

Restoration of local historically valu-
able buildings and shaping into a 
space for community cultural display 
and leisure activities. Combine pro-
duction, education, entertainment 
functions of production land. And 
then repair and enhance the rural 
landscape.

Source: Xiongliyue, sight of  Tuochuan (2017).
Image5.4-1: Original sight of the alley

Source:  Xiongliyue, sight of  Tuochuan (2017).
Image5.4-2: Original sight of the valuable house in disrepair

Alley-The application of patterns

Heritage site-The application of patterns

Source: Author

Source: Author

Figure 5.4-1: Visualization of the design in alley

Figure 5.4-2: Visualization of the design in Heritage site
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Water edge-Before

Water edge-After

Water edge-The application of patterns

The waterside has good landscape 
and natural conditions, and a certain 
amount of production land and local 
characteristic buildings. It is the most 
concentrated area of resources and 
has a lot of potential for producing 
economic capital. According to the 
application of pattern, it can be used 
as an excellent place for the communi-
ty and residents to benefit at the same 
time. Keep good natural landscape 
and enrich its entertainment function 
during construction. Local residents 
can build vegetable scaffolds with local 
natural materials to create eating plac-
es with rural characteristics. Through 
food-co producing and story telling to 
establish more communication oppor-
tunities between locals and tourists.

Source: Gongxiaoyun, sight of  Tuochuan (28 Feb 2020)
Image5.4-3: Original sight of the water edge

Source: Author
Figure 5.4-3: Visualization of the design in Water edge
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When expanding on the edge of the 
village, leave a landscape corridor and 
retain access to natural resources. Build-
ing a new gathering place on the basis of 
maintaining the local landscape, on the 
one hand, it can continue the character-
istics of the local landscape, on the other 
hand, it can combine functions such as a 
bazaar, and support residents to sell lo-
cal specialties to tourists to obtain more 
economic sources.

Mountain edge-Before

Mountain edge-After

Mountain edge-The application of patterns

Source: Gongxiaoyun, sight of  Tuochuan (28 Feb 2020)
Image5.4-4: Original sight of the mountain edge

Source: Author
Figure 5.4-4: Visuliazation of the design in Mountain edge

Conclusion on design of village

This village-scale design has dealt with 
commercial and residential, protection 
and utilization of natural resources, 
residents ’participation in community 
development, village expansion and 
rural landscape protection through 
the use of pattern, using culture as 
an important pillar to connect tour-
ism with local development, seeking 
mutual support of various systems 
within the village to produce synergy 
of economy with the improvement of 
social and cultural life of the area. 

It response to how to use the value of 
village life to support tourism devel-
opment on the basis of community 
development to generate inclusive 

benefits to the community and vil-
lagers. This benefit not only exists 
for adding value to local industries, 
improving the life quality and eco-
nomic income of villagers, but also in 
enhancing community cohesion and 
cultural identity. 

After the design at village scale, what 
can be used to support this kind of 
development in a wide system? As an 
important settlement form of Wuyuan 
and even the whole Huizhou, villages, 
what impact can they have on a large 
scale? In order to explore this prob-
lem, this project continued to conduct 
network research and design on the 
county and Huizhou scales.

Source: Author
Figure 5.5-1: Conclusion table on achieving both local and tourism development
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Figure 5.6-1: Scale up the project

Source: Author
Figure 5.6-2: Network structure of three scales

Village scale

County scale

Huizhou scale

Huangcun
Population 471 
Farmland 315/mu
Tea farm 75/mu

Township of tuochuan
Population 1643
Farmland 1097/mu
Tea farm 263/mu

Wuyuan
Population 360000
Administrative township:16
Village Committee:172
Farmland 320000/mu
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Figure 5.6-3: Greenway design in County scale

Village location
Greenway
Highway
Provincial road
Railway
Roads connected to the village

0 5 10 20km

A multi-functional network

Although this project focuses on 
community-scale design, its scale-
up research is still necessary as CBT 
is a possible choice for sustainable 
development. After designing at the 
village scale, in addition to creating 
an advantageous external network for 
village construction. Network design 
on a large scale can bring greater ad-
vantages to the cooperation between 
CBT, the sharing of tourism resources, 
the shaping of cultural brands and 
enhance the whole cultural landscape 
instead of isolated site.

The two places of this project are 
located in the rural areas of north-
ern Wuyuan. In addition to the only 
urbanized location, Wuyuan has 16 
administrative towns similar to the 
second place, 161 village commit-
tees, and more than 1,400 villages. 
Although the village is the most rich 
place for tourism in Wuyuan, as the 
lowest level of Chinese administration, 
they are at the very end of the network 
construction, and accessibility is often 
given priority, while large-scale infra-
structure construction often ignores 
the protection of local cultural land-
scapes. It even brought environmental 
damage to the local area. The damage 
to the village fabric that appeared in 
the analysis chapter is largely due to 
this reason. 

In order to strengthen the connection 
between villages and expand the scope 
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of tourism cooperation, the project expand the concept 
of “greenways”(Grove, 1990) to compile a multi-function 
network between villages with leisure tourism, nature 
protection, historical experience, and rural revitalization. 
Through the connection between fields and forest paths, 
a recreational path connecting villages, farmland and 
natural landscape, culture and other important points is 
formed. In Wuyuan, an important circular green chain 
structure can be formed. Emphasis is placed on enhanc-
ing the accessibility and connection with nature in the 
northern mountainous villages. At the same time, in the 
Huizhou area with similar geographical characteristics 
and culture, a larger network can be established as an 
important stage for the display of Hui culture, uniting 
tourism resources and supporting rural development.

Source: Author
Figure 5.6-4: Greenway design in Huizhou scale

Village location
Greenway
River
Landscape corridor

0 25 50 100km

Conclusion 

The design chapter complete the exploration of how Wuyuan villages 
can achieve socio-economic sustainable development from the con-
sideration of the internal community to the external network environ-
ment, from the village scale, the county scale to the Huizhou scale. 

It shows the spatial quality that can be produced by the superposition 
of tourism development and village life value. The balance between 
economic interests and cultural protection. Based on the communi-
ty-based principle, through the use of different values of resources 
in the minds of different stakeholders, the development potential is 
explored. 

Through strengthening the links between villages, it then expand the 
possibility and influence of community project design. 

In the design process, there has always been the exploration of multiple 
utilization modes of space, the combination and link of various space 
resources, the understanding of the different values of resources and 
the in-depth understanding of local context. The design part strength-
ens the grasp of the village spatial elements of the research, the under-
standing of village life, the governance model behind the formation of 
space. And then explores a possible direction for the development path 
of the village.
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Feasibility
6.1 Policy support
6.2 Timeline-Three stages
6.3 Steps of each stage
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Source: Author

Source: Author

Figure 6.1-1: Related public and private sectors

Figure 6.1-2: Related planning system

The feasibility chapter mainly seeks 
the support of the project through the 
collection of relevant Chinese policies. 
Which mainly includes the support of 
rural tourism development, cultural 
protection and spatial planning. It 
also elaborates on the importance of 
community power that is overlooked 
in the top-down urban planning 
system dominated by the public sector 
in the context of the Chinese socialist 
system. On this basis, combined with 
Zapata’s (2011) research on the CBT 
life cycle, the threats faced by rural 
China and other CBT-related prac-
tices, the timeline of the project and 
steps of each stage are produced.

Policy support

The impact of national systems on 
urban planning

The key difference between the cap-
italist system and the socialist sys-
tem in urban and rural construction 
matters lies in the roles and responsi-
bilities undertaken by the public and 
private sectors. While urban planners 
achieve the purpose of serving urban 

development by guiding and con-
trolling the construction actions of 
government entities, market entities 
and user entities (Pan & Lin, 2020).

Although China is a socialist country, 
under the background of national sys-
tem reform, the state council’s attitude 
towards the role of the government 
and the market in the development 
of urban construction is constant-
ly changing. The role of central and 
local governments as “all-round style 
governments” gradually changed to 
the emphasis of the decisive role of the 
market in resource allocation.

However, unlike the urban planning 
process in developed countries that 
has evolved from the privatization of 
property rights that only accumulates 
in the free market, the urbanization 
of China still emphasize “top-down” 
administrative execution and then the 
support for market-oriented behavior 
(Pan & Lin, 2020).

At present, China’s urban planning 
system has formed different levels of 
planning from the country, province, 

Source: Author
Figure 6.1-3: Suggestions to the policy
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Figure 6.1-4: Related plans and policies

Source: Author
Figure 6.2-1: Community organization 

city to villages and towns.
The main co-ordination lies in the 
economic and social development 
planning, urban and rural overall 
planning and land use planning. 
Through the management of the space 
to guide and control the purpose of its 
economic and social attributes (Yuan, 
2014).

Collection of related policies

The collection of different scales of 
planning and policies to support this 
project mainly includes urban system 
planning, urban and rural develop-
ment planning, new urbanization 

planning, national economic and 
development plans, tourism devel-
opment plans, special small town 
cultivation plans, traditional villages 
conservation and development plan-
ning, historical and famous towns and 
famous villages planning, and cultural 
and ecological pilot zone planning. 
These plans are jointly developed by 
the relevant government departments 
and are jointly completed by the 
government and public institutions, 
private enterprises and state enterpris-
es during the implementation process.

Among them, the urban system plan 
of Jiangxi Province has determined the 

policy of Wuyuan to achieve urbaniza-
tion on the spot with the help of rural 
tourism, building tourist highways to 
connect the countryside, and estab-
lishing central village communities; 
the new urbanization plan empha-
sizes the coordinated development of 
urban and rural areas and increases 
the funds for rural development, while 
constructs people-centered urbaniza-
tion and service-oriented government.

The relevant plans of Wuyuan Coun-
ty require the transformation of the 
current tourism development, the 
emphasis on cultural protection, pub-
lic participation, and the diversified 



146 147

Source: Author
Figure 6.2-2: Project evaluation and implementation procedures-site 2

development of tourism models.  And 
the national small town cultivation 
plan further provides financial sup-
port for the diversified development of 
small towns.

In terms of  cultural protection, it 
mainly includes the related protec-
tion policies and plans for traditional 
villages and famous historical and 
cultural cities, towns and villages. And 
the only one cross-provincial ecologi-
cal and cultural pilot zone plan, 
overall planning of Huizhou cultural 
and ecological protection experimen-
tal area, recognizes the important role 

Source: Author
Figure 6.2-3: Project evaluation and implementation procedures-site 2

of  Hui culture as a part of traditional 
Chinese culture, protects and inherits 
the intangible cultural heritage of Hui 
culture.

Suggestions to the policy

Although under the leadership of the 
new national urbanization policy, the 
development trend of rural area is 
gradually shifting to the emphasis on 
cultural protection, public participa-
tion and tourism development, the 
emphasis is still very limited. Cultural 
protection now mainly emphasizes the 
protection of villages that have been 

included in the list of traditional Chi-
nese villages and historical and cultur-
al villages. The scope of its protection 
is often confined to the space within 
the village rather than the overall con-
sideration of the rural landscape. The 
form of public participation is also 
vague. Tourism development often 
ignores the power of the community 
as a producer and consumer to shape 
public space rather than just an object.

On the other hand, because most pol-
icies emphasize top-down execution 
and support from external forces, they 
ignore considerations that encourage 

bottom-up behavior. The important 
missing part lies in the policies related 
to the build of education agency for 
skills training for the community, the 
policy to increase economic incentives 
for the locality, the policy to value and 
use local knowledge, and the continu-
ous support of operation and finance 
to maintain and repair CBT. Under 
the urban-rural planning system at 
the top-down level, there are also few 
policies to guide cooperation between 
small villages at the same level such as 
strengthen the network between them 
and the guidance on the implemen-
tation procedures of inter-provincial 

cooperation under the same cultural 
background.

Timeline-Three stages

In the timeline of the village-scale 
project, in order to meet the current 
urban and rural planning require-
ments of 20 years in China, this 
project, from 2020 to 2040, mainly 
divided into three stages. Which also 
takes the considerations of three stag-
es of CBT life cycle in the research of 
Zapata(2011). With different priorities 
and objective in each stage, the exact 
timescale remains flexibility to ad-

just. In order to cope with the biggest 
threat facing rural development: the 
loss of labor and the lag of economic 
development, more projects that can 
provide jobs and increase residents’ 
income will be carried out in the early 
stage to first achieve economic im-
provement and social participation. 
The activities that need less start-up 
cost such as catering are also given 
priority. In the second stage, further 
expansion of tourism facilities is 
carried out, and the third stage em-
phasizes further protection of cultural 
and natural resources and restrictions 
on tourism.
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Figure 6.2-4: Timeline

In this process, the development 
of community organization is very 
important according to the research 
of Zapata(2011) on Nicaragua CBT 
network as a bottom-up CBT could 
actually present more hopeful results. 
The community need to gradually 
deepen their understanding of CBT, 
improve their management capabili-
ties, acquire the necessary knowledge, 
form a sense of ownership and resist 
foreign intervention. Finally control 
the initiative in decision making and 
benefit sharing, and mobilize social 
participation.

In addition, the government increases 
funding for community development, 
while provides technology and tal-
ent support, and ensured the smooth 
implementation of relevant cultural 
protection measures. The role of it also 
gradually changed from the initiator 
of the community project to the sup-
porter.

At the county and Huizhou scales, 
at the same time comprehensively 
protect the Hui culture and promote 
“living transformation” of non intan-
gible cultural heritage. In addition, 
cooperating with the existing plan-
ning ,constructing the transportation 
network and carrying out cooperation 
at different levels to achieve stable 
cooperation, the sustainable benefits 
of Huizhou cultural tourism brand in 
the later period.
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Figure 6.2-5: Steps of 3 stages

Steps of each stage

In order to improve the feasibility 
of each stage, the implementation 
steps of each stage are described in 
more detail. The first stage considers 
the specific threats faced by the cur-
rent village and the background of 
the Chinese urban planning system, 
which can be roughly divided into 5 
steps. Starting from the government’s 
support of finance, the construction 
of community organization and skills 
training. Then gradually attract the 
return of labor, establish community 
organizations, understand the devel-
opment stage of tourism, coordinate 
resources and allocate roles. The next 
step start with Implementing low-cost 
projects, and adjust resource alloca-
tion step by step according to demand, 
while conducting maintenance and 
monitoring measures.

In the second and third phases, the 
specific sequence of steps has become 
more vague due to the unpredictabil-
ity of the future. Listed are a few key 
points of project implementation. The 
second stage will has some expansion 

measures to meet the needs of tourism 
development and rural construction. 
It should be noted that during the 
expansion period, the protection and 
continuation of the traditional fabric, 
the improvement of the landscape cor-
ridors, the continuation of the archi-
tectural style, the construction of pub-
lic space (leisure entertainment plazas 
and mobile markets, etc.) that benefit 
the community, and the maintenance 
of the characteristics of the rural 
landscape need to be emphasized. This 
is also the stage of using the tourism 
funds obtained in the previous stage to 
support small loans and improve the 
market cooperation system. 

In the third stage, the construction is 
mainly aimed at the practice of com-
munity public welfare projects and the 
improvement of the quality of  com-
munity life. At this stage, strengthen 
cultural protection and limit the 
expansion of tourism. The local econ-
omy also gradually shift from relying 
on tourism to diversification to cope 
with future risks.
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Less start-up cost project Use superior resources Adjust resources according to needs

Construction land expansion Optimize landscape corridors Maintain strict construction rules

Clarify construction restrictions Increase cultural protection needs Optimize village spatial nodes

Source: Author
Figure 6.2-6: Example project of each stage

Site 1-01
Stage 1

Site 1-06
Stage 2

Site 2-05&08
Stage 3
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Conclusion

After going through the research and design process, the 
conclusion part goes back to the research question which 
is related to discovering the value of rural life, seizing the 
opportunity of tourism, maximizing local benefits and 
facilitating endogenous development model. 
The cultural dimension of the project enables it to inter-
pret space and human activities through culture. And 
extract the value of rural life in the analysis. It is also the 
key point to link with tourism development, understand 
the place as a rich territory, deeply contact with local 
context and search for mutually supportive systems of 
local resource.
In the consideration of both tourists and villagers, this 
project try to search the measure to produce synergy of 
economy growth with cultural and social life and facili-
tate the transformation of the village. 
The scale up of community project further supplement 
the endogenous development model  with the ensure of 
community power and creating synergy in a larger scale. 
These contribute to the answer of research question of 
the project.
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Figure 7-1: Key points to answer research question

Reflection

The research of this project takes the 
unbalanced development process of 
China as a starting point, and pays 
attention to the development dilemma 
of the disadvantaged regions, villages. 
Because that in the rural tourism sec-
tor during last decades, local residents 
are marginalized during development 
and rural resources are still being con-
tinuously exploited without producing 
inclusive benefits.
               
In the search for a sustainable devel-
opment model for rural areas, on the 
one hand, a community-based devel-
opment model is emphasized to en-
hance the power of vulnerable groups. 
On the other hand, the significance of 
culture for sustainable development 
is raised because the potential of it 
as an engine for sustainable econom-
ic growth (Francesco,2016). And it 
enables planners to see a place as a 
valid history and focus on  generating 
continuous wealth and benefits for 
the next generation instead of simply 
functional assignment (Magnaghi, 
2003). 

In this process, it also put effort on 

exploring the meaning of rural life and 
traditional Chinese culture behind the 
rural space. And then discover and 
summarise values of rural life. 

A endogenous model of urbanization

This paper shows the cognition of 
the endogenous development model 
through theoretical search and design 
practice. Compared with the current 
Chinese government’s practice of cen-
tralizing foreign investment to develop 
the economy and implement urban-
ization, it demonstrates the spatial 
form that endogenous development 
can construct and the greater social 
benefits it can create. The importance 
of social participation and cooperative 
communication emphasized by this 
model may take longer in practice, 
but it is a sensible choice for achieving 
stable growth, social equity and local 
sustainable development.

With the increasing pressure on the 
population of large cities in China, 
the development of small towns is the 
key to improving the level of urban-
ization in the near future. This proj-

ect has studied the potential of rural 
areas to use immobile resources and 
cultural heritage identity to achieve 
in-situ urbanization in the context of 
large amounts of resources flowing 
into cities. In this process, the CBT 
theory is used to recognize and reflect 
on the planning process and govern-
ment management, search for the 
CBT development model suitable for 
the Chinese rural background, and 
supplement the Chinese city planning 
management system. 

The possible change of tourism sector

From the perspective of tourism 
development, this project conducted 
another method experiment and try 
to avoid  negative consequences of 
the current foreign investment inter-
vention which is separated from the 
community and lead to over commer-
cialization. By emphasizing the cultur-
al dimension that is closely connected 
with the local people and the place, 
tourism development is carried out 
on the basis of ensuring the social and 
cultural life of the community. And 
a tourism model that deeply contacts 
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with the local culture is created to 
replace simple sightseeing activities.
It choses an alternative way for the 
tourism industry which is now domi-
nated by tourism groups of mass tour-
ism. And emphasizes on the cultural 
significance, educational significance 
of tourism to people’s modern life and 
sublimation of rural life concepts. On 
the other hand, the impact of tourism 
on local people is not only the im-
provement of the economy, but also 
the improvement of the local people’s 
own education and knowledge, as well 
as the enhancement of community 
cohesion and identity. 

This development model, in which 
tourists and local residents benefit 
together, simultaneously enriches 
modern life, makes up for the lack of 
traditional culture in modern life and 
achieves rural development.

Societal relevance 

In the context of China’s dual eco-
nomic development. In order to avoid 
further overloading the city, rural 
development has become an import-

ant issue in China’s current develop-
ment. Also in the case of a long way 
to go in China’s urbanization process, 
the discussion of rural development 
methods is of great significance. This 
project’s exploration of rural develop-
ment brings opportunities to alleviate 
excessive urban development pressure 
and narrow the development gap be-
tween regions. In the context of tour-
ism, in response to the situation that 
the economic gap is expanded, the 
local people have been marginalized, 
and the local ecology and culture have 
been destroyed in the tourism devel-
opment model, this project searches 
possible solutions. The method of 
in-depth contact with local people and 
the local environment also helps to 
protect the originality and uniqueness 
of local culture and environment and 
contributes to the bottom-up planning 
process of China.

Scientific relevance

In this thesis, based on the develop-
ment of the villages in Wuyuan, com-
bined with community-based tourism 
and local identity,  the endogenous 

development path of rural China is 
explored. Which could contribute 
to the form of theoretical system of 
endogenous development in rural area 
as this theory is still in the early stage 
of development in general.

In addition, with the question of 
feasibility of CBT in reality, especially 
on the part of public participation in 
developing countries considering its 
socio-cultural, economic and polit-
ical conditions in the context of the 
concentration of administration of 
tourism (Tosun, 2000), this project 
contributed to the feasibility study of 
CBT in developing countries.

Applying a new approach of local 
sustainable development, this proj-
ect supplements the potential of the 
cultural territory system (Frances-
co,2016) for sustainable development. 
In the specific context of Chinese 
villages, how to use this method in 
accordance with local conditions has 
also been explained in more depth.

Methodology

In theory, the endogenous develop-
ment model, community-based tour-
ism and local identity complement 
each other, providing guidance for the 
development model based on the close 
connection of local resources, com-
munity and culture.

In the analysis framework, the logic 
behind the space under the influence 
of culture is sought to make a more 
profound summary of the value of 
rural life and deepen the understand-
ing of the relationship between human 
and space. The space quality is also 
well reflected in the analysis which 
describe elaborate details in hand 
drawings.

Through the interviews with local 
people and the analysis of the local 
people ’s drawing of the village, the 
local people ’s understanding of the 
village space also made the subsequent 
spatial strategy and design more close-
ly connected with the local commu-
nity.

Under the community-based concept, 
the project supplemented the design 

considerations of multiple scales. 
Spatial design patterns and design 
principles are developed on village 
scales and applied in villages. Cultur-
al integration, tourism cooperation 
and infrastructure connection and 
function conversion on the other two 
larger scales provide a good external 
environment for local sustainable de-
velopment. Which could make up for 
the limitations of some considerations 
on the community scale. And enhance 
the impact scope of the project.

Limitation on data collection: 
Because Chinese data is generally un-
available online. There is less quantita-
tive analysis of the data in this project. 
Basically, through the local investiga-
tion, qualitative processing is carried 
out. The processing method inevitably 
contains subjectivity. But a deeper 
conversation with the locals during 
the field survey data search deepened 
the understanding of the meaning 
behind the data.

Transferability 

In the course of research, this project 

established an analytical framework 
for the impact of traditional Chinese 
culture behind rural spaces, summa-
rized the value of rural life and its 
related spatial characteristics, and thus 
established the construction rules and 
spatial patterns and designs of rural 
development. This project is aimed 
at the village of Huizhou culture in 
southern China. The spatial analysis of 
its cultural aspects is common to other 
villages under the influence of Hui 
culture. The rules established in the 
plan can provide a reference for other 
rural tourism development with simi-
lar cultural resources. The spatial pat-
tern established with rural advantages 
can also be applied to the development 
of other rural spaces in general China. 
The stakeholder model established 
provides another option for the rural 
development model under the strong 
leadership of the Chinese government.

Ethical issue and Feasibility

Under the planning led by the Chi-
nese government, there is a lack of 
consideration of vulnerable groups 
and understanding of local cultural 
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values. Economic interest has become 
the main consideration, which is why 
it has vigorously developed an exog-
enous model. As a vulnerable group, 
villagers have weak rights protection 
awareness and lower education level. 
The implementability of this project 
depends largely on whether the role 
of the government can be successful-
ly converted to support the interests 
of villagers, pay attention to cultural 
protection. The another important 
issue of the project is to mobilize the 
enthusiasm for planning participa-
tion of rural residents. There are also 
problems that any community-based 
project may encounter: Time-consum-
ing, insufficient funds, and conflicts of 
interest (Taylor, 1995).

Personal growth

This project is a practice of the Chi-
nese project that I used the urban 
planning theory and methodology ac-
cepted in the Netherlands. Comparing 
the study of urban planning under two 
different cultural backgrounds and 
political systems in Europe and China 
has given me a deeper understanding 

of urban design and planning tasks.

I feel that the complete methodolo-
gy system in Netherlands will bring 
continuous help to the guidance of my 
design ideas in the future. The same 
thing that has a greater impact on my 
design thinking is related to the con-
cept of flexibility and resilience. And 
the process of design induction and 
deduction.

What also impressed me during the 
research process is the close connec-
tion between the formation of the 
space and the political and cultural 
background and the interaction of 
various systems during transforma-
tion. This is also what intrigues me to 
continue the searching of the logic to 
form space in my later design career.

This project’s emphasis on cultural di-
mension also made me recognize the 
other side of social complexity. And 
the different value of space in the eyes 
of different stakeholders enables  me 
to think the important role of urban 
planners as a coordinator to present 
the different value of resource and 

establish a common language of com-
munication and mutual cooperation.

Appendix

Source: Interviewed villagers in Tuochuan
Figure 9.1-1: Maps drawn by villagers



162 163Source: Author
Figure 9.1-2: Traditional village profile

Image9.1-1: Randitional Chinese painting of village 
Source: Wenzi Song



164 165Source: Author
Figure 9.1-3: Spatial anaysis of Water mouth landscape

Image9.1-2-4: The sight of water mouth
Source: Xiong Liyue
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Figure 9.1-4: Village internal space, customs and food



168 169Source: Author, based on Google picture

Image 9.1-5: Commercialization situation of different ancient villages and towns



170 171Source: Author Source: Author

Figure 9.1-5: Other visualization
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