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01 Exploring the problem|What can a transformation of a red light district look like? 

Erotic Centre, Moke Architecten

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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01 Exploring the problem|How does this relate to the transformation of Red Light Districts? 

Protests against closing windows in de Wallen Protests against the opening of an adult entertainment centre in Amsterdam North

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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01 Exploring the problem|European trend in the transformation of red-light districts

Soho,
London

Reeperbahn,
Hamburg

De Wallen, Amsterdam
Schipperskwartier, Antwerp

Pigalle, Paris

Langstrasse, Zurich

Northern European red-light districts undergoing transformation.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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01 Exploring the problem|European trend in the transformation of red-light districts

 

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Supporters Critics

Transformation

LossGain

Effects

Mass tourism Exclusion of '''The Other''

Campaign against sex workersliveability issues 

Improving quality of life and safety The disappearance of sex work from public spaces
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01 Exploring the problem|Paradox of sex work in the city 

Sex workers are protesting against the disappearance of sex work places in Amsterdam.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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01 Exploring the problem|Conflicting interests in transformation processes

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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01 Exploring the problem|The case

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Overtourism
Nuisance & safety

Residents’ sense of alienation
Commercialisation 

Unsafe living conditions
Moral decline
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Problem: De Wallen is stuck in a cycle of conflict and
misalignment with no shared vision among its users.

Goal: Spatially and socially grounded future scenarios
that create just space for all

01 Exploring the problem|The problem

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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02 The research approach|The spatial and social lens 

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Social Lens  =
What people value

Spatial Lens = 
What does de Wallen look like 

Future scenarios
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02 The research approach|The spatial and social lens 

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Social Lens  =
What people value

Spatial Lens = 
What does de Wallen look like 

Future scenarios
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03 The spatial lens |Geographies of sex work (Hubbard 2012)

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Geographies of sex work



03 The spatial lens|Regulated landscape and economics

13

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Window workplace (249) 
Erotic entertainment
Bar and restaurant
Coffeeshop
Hotel
Sex shop

The economic entertainment system in  de Wallen. 



03 The spatial lens|Regulated landscape and economics

14

Sex shopSex theaterWindow workplace

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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03 The spatial lens|Regulated landscape and mix of functions

Mix of functions on the Old Church Square.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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03 The spatial lens|Regulated landscape and security measures

Collage of signs and CCTV cameras in de Wallen area.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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03 The spatial lens|Lived landscape and users

Diversity of users within de Wallen.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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03 The spatial lens|Lived landscape and spatial connection

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Tramline east

Metro stop ~ Rokin

Tram stop ~ 
4 lines to
central station

Metro line from the CS
to the south and business centre

Tramline south

Central station of Amsterdam

Metro line from CS
to the rest of the city 

Metro stop ~ Nieuwmarkt 

To schiphol airport ~ 15 min by train

To cruise terminal ~ 15 min walk 

M

M

T

T

T

M

CS

CS

Train station

Tramstop

Metrostop

Main acces route
Cycle path
Walk path
Metroline
Tramline
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‘''There's so much to do around here!’''

''The streets are so crowded and dirty''

''I can meet my friends easily at de Nieuwmarkt''

03 The spatial lens|Lived experience 

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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University with 
many students 
travel by metro Drinking 

coffee

 The pavement is 
packed with 
students 

There’s so
much to do 

here

The street is 
so busy 
.

 
 It’s still early,

quiet and clean

I don’t always
 feel comfortable
 walking here

Meeting 
my friends 

The visitors 
here are 
mostly locals 
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dam

lots of demolition work,
scaffolding and construc-
tion workers

first residential block with a front door
on the streets

 

oude kerk

residential function is behind 
a fence to stop the unwanted ones

but what if you do not have a fence?
isn’t this public the public street - who
is welcome here? 

nieuwmarkt

first green in the public space,
this trip

small signs of residents in a highly
commercial street

03 The spatial lens|Lived landscape and space

Spatial segragation and pressure on public space

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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03 The spatial lens|Moral landscape

Moral opinion on sex work in de Wallen

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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rejection

principle

conditional

moral argumentation
lived argumentation
regulated argumentation

acceptance

‘’there is no dutch
women working and

no dutch men
visiting de Wallen’’

‘’protest from the
Christian community’’

‘’gendered discomfort
around experiencing

de Wallen’’

‘’skepticism about
the voluntariness

of sexwork’’ 

‘’window sexwork
is outdated’’

‘’Window sex work
is degrading to

women in general’’ 

‘’It only portrays
a cis-heteronormative

view on sex’’

‘’de wallen
are gentrified’’

‘’window sexwork
has become a

tourist attraction’’

‘’men get rude and
creepy around 
sex workers’’

‘’de Wallen is very male gaze,
it leads to understandable

discomfort for women”

“there is a lot of projection,
women can imagine

themselves in that position”

‘’sexwork is just
part of the

neighbourhood’’

“I feel uncomfortable 
with how men look

at sex workers, but I
still believe they should

have the right to do this work.”

‘’sex work is not for everyone,
nor always perfect, feminist

or empowering’’

‘’Its a part of
amsterdam’s

culture’’ 

‘’sexwork maybe reduces
domestic abuse or assault’’ 

sexwork = work
‘’sex work is
just a part of

life’’ 

‘’its good to have windows, in
a safe environment, people

who do it volunentary’’

‘’sex is normal, should
be visible in public space’’

‘’people get uncomfortable
 it’s good to be challenged

it’s normal and can be visible’’ ‘’sexworkers have the
right to work and earn’’

03 The spatial lens|Moral landscape spectrum

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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02 The research approach|The spatial and social lens 

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 

Social Lens  =
What people value

Future scenarios

Spatial Lens = 
What does de Wallen look like 
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02 The research approach|The spatial and social lens 

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 

Social Lens  =
What people value

Future scenarios

Spatial Lens = 
What does de Wallen look like 
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02 The research approach|Users and interviews 

1 Cultural institution 7 Residents 3 Sex workers 4 Policy makers

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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autonomy

liveliness

cultural / historic

acceptance

community 

mix of urban funtions care

safety

informal social networks visibility

clean environment 

spatial concentration

identity

heritage

economic

authenticity

04 The social lens|The value framework 

Value framework with 16 core values identified from the interviews.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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informal 

community 

safety

formal 

visibility

Red Light

heritage

Cultural history

privacy conflict

liberating

stigmatising

04 The social lens|Value and interpretation  

Values with different interpretations.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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acceptance safety

visibility

spatial concentration

economic

authenticity

spatial concentration
conflict 

livability
conflict 

visability
conflict 

growth management
conflict 

commercialisation
conflict 

04 The social lens|Value and conflict 

Conflicts between values.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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02 The research approach|The spatial and social lens 

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 

Social Lens  =
What people value

Future scenarios

Spatial Lens = 
What does de Wallen look like 
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02 The research approach|The spatial and social lens 

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 

Social Lens  =
What people value

Future scenarios

Spatial Lens = 
What does de Wallen look like 



Digitalisation Globalisation Tourism

05 Future scenarios|The drivers for the future 

Future trends for red-light districts (Sabat, 2012).

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Invisible sexwork 

Low tourist pressure

High tourist pressure

Visible sexwork 

The Clean Up

The Moulin Rouge The Themepark 

The Quiet Wallen

05 Future scenarios|Scenario building  

Scenario matrix

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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LIVE SEX SHOWS

ALL NIGHT LONG in
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05 Future scenarios|The Themepark  

..........

invisible sexwork 

low tourist pressure

high tourist pressure

visible sexwork 

The Clean Up

The Moulin Rouge The Theme Park 

The Silent Wallen

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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€ 15 P.P.

no alchohol
in the street
FINE 500 EURO

no alchohol
in the street
FINE 500 EURO

ENTREE

05 Future scenarios|The Themepark 

invisible sexwork 

low tourist pressure

high tourist pressure

visible sexwork 

The Clean Up

The Moulin Rouge The Theme Park 

The Silent Wallen

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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ALL NIGHT LONG in
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GENTRANCE

€ 15 P.P.

no alchohol
in the street
FINE 500 EURO

no alchohol
in the street
FINE 500 EURO

ENTREE

05 Future scenarios|The Themepark 

.............

Business owner Tourist Sex worker

What shapes this future? Who is in the picture?

invisible sexwork 

low tourist pressure

high tourist pressure

visible sexwork 

The Clean Up

The Moulin Rouge The Theme Park 

The Silent Wallen

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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invisible sexwork 

low tourist pressure

high tourist pressure

visible sexwork 

The Clean Up

The Moulin Rouge The Theme Park 

The Silent Wallen

new
location

‘’expEnsive’’
Hotel

opening SOON

Red Light Art
MUSEUM

red.
cocktail & winebar

05 Future scenarios|The Moulin Rouge   

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Tourist Business owner
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invisible sexwork 

low tourist pressure

high tourist pressure

visible sexwork 

The Clean Up

The Moulin Rouge The Theme Park 

The Quiet Wallen

05 Future scenarios|The Quiet Wallen

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Resident Sex worker
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invisible sexwork 

low tourist pressure

high tourist pressure

visible sexwork 

The Clean Up

The Moulin Rouge The Theme Park 

The Silent Wallen

05 Future scenarios|The Clean up

WINE
BAR

COFFEE

BUURTBIEB

HOT
YO
GA
STUDIO

&design

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Resident Business owner
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05 Future scenarios|Scenario building of contra scenario

Manifesto written by sex workers in Amsterdam.

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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05 Future scenarios|The Sexy Wallen

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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Sex worker



41

livability sex work autonomy

05 Future scenarios|Overarching pattern in the scenarios

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion
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06 Conclusion|Main answer

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 

De Wallen cannot be solved through a single spatial intervention.

Every transformation involves unavoidable trade-offs 
 and no intervention is neutral in its consequences. 

Central question is therefore not whether costs are incurred, 
but who bears those costs, 

and which values we as a society choose to protect."
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1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 

1. Sex workers must be included in decision-making,
not just consulted. 

2. Approach with openness and discomfort. Sex work
is not for everyone, nor always perfect or universally
empowering, but that does not justify denying sex
workers the right to do the work.

06 Conclusion|Recommendations for policy
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06 Conclusion|Recommendations for spatial interventions

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 

Spatial interventions

1. Minimise commercialisation – review the zoning system.

2. More social functions – strengthen the residential character.

3. More housing – in areas where there is scope for building upwards.

4. Community-based property.

5. Truth-telling about sex workers.

6. (Thoughtful) redistribution of street-front working spaces.

7. Celebrate Amsterdam’s freedom and diversity.

8. Greater safety — with a focus on sexual harassment.
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During the fieldwork, a sex worker mentioned how often they
are asked to tell their story. 

06 Conclusion|Reflection

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 
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Thank you!

1.Exploring the problem 2.The research approach 3.The spatial lens 4.The social lens 5.Future scenarios 6.Conclusion

A4 Presentation | Isa van der Heide 
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	Manifesto written by sex workers in Amsterdam.
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	06 Conclusion|Main answer
	De Wallen cannot be solved through a single spatial intervention.
	Every transformation involves unavoidable trade-offs   and no intervention is neutral in its consequences.
	Central question is therefore not whether costs are incurred,  but who bears those costs,  and which values we as a society choose to protect."
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	06 Conclusion|Recommendations for policy
	1. Sex workers must be included in decision-making, not just consulted.
	2. Approach with openness and discomfort. Sex work is not for everyone, nor always perfect or universally empowering, but that does not justify denying sex workers the right to do the work.
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	Spatial interventions
	1. Minimise commercialisation – review the zoning system.
	2. More social functions – strengthen the residential character.
	3. More housing – in areas where there is scope for building upwards.
	4. Community-based property.
	5. Truth-telling about sex workers.
	6. (Thoughtful) redistribution of street-front working spaces.
	7. Celebrate Amsterdam’s freedom and diversity.
	8. Greater safety — with a focus on sexual harassment.
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	06 Conclusion|Reflection
	During the fieldwork, a sex worker mentioned how often they are asked to tell their story.
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