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INTRODUCTION
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I was interested in spaces under social tensions, and 
I wondered how an architectural intervention can 
have an impact in such environments.



Ⅰ
CONTEXT
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City of Skopje

1. the historical old bazaar
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City of Skopje

1. the historical old bazaar 2. the "city wall" built in the 
Yugoslavian period
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3. neo-classical buildings 
erected in the city center in 
"Skopje 2014"project

City of Skopje

1. the historical old bazaar 2. the "city wall" built in the 
Yugoslavian period
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Skopje Fortress
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Fortress
archaeological discoveries

Byzantine Ruin

Bulgarian Ruin

Ottoman Ruin

Serbian Ruin

Modern Age Conservation & Reconstrution
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Fortress
current situation
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The project aims to recover the condition of the important 
culture heritage in the multicultural context, providing social 
integration rather than generating tension between different 
groups of people.



Ⅱ
CONCEPT
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Garden, yard, garten, jardin, hortus, paradise, paradiso, tuin... all 
derive from the act of enclosing outdoor space. The basic form 
of a garden is a walled enclosure separating the world within and 
world without.
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the Landscape
The juxtaposition of ruins and the nature.



17

DO NOT 
CROSS!!!

There is nothing to do here 
anymore except enjoy the 
view...

I have to watch over my 
son’s safety and there is 
not a single toliet nearby.

-Skopje resident Jovica
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DO NOT 
CROSS!!!

-Skopje resident Jovica

I remember the evening con-
certs...

I can imagine how scary it 
looks during the night.
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How do architecture interventions reconcile the relationship 
between people and the landscape within the garden?
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Pathway
Castelvecchio: the design of the route provides visitors constant change of view around the ruins

AROUND STATUE OF CANGRANDE



21

Retaining Walls
Igualada Cemerty: the constuction blends into the existing landscape

A
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GENERAL SECTION THE RETAINING WALL AND THE LANDSCAPE

EXISTING GROUNDLEVEL

STONE RETAINING WALL

NEW GROUNDLEVEL
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Planted Field
Highline Park: enhanced biodiversity maintains wildness of landscape

PLAN OF THE 24th-25th AVENUE

THE SITE BEFORE AND AFTER
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How do architecture interventions reconcile the relationship 
between people and the landscape within the garden?

PATHWAYS
provide visitors constant change of views        

RETAINING WALLS 
integrate the new construction into the exisiting landscape      

PLANTED FIELDS
maintain the wildness of the landscape while making it attractive

THE SKOPJE GARDEN
within which enclosure people could enjoy its nature and heritage



Ⅲ
Program
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ENCLOSURE

hedge

bridge

gate
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Planting Fields
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Part 1
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Part 2
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Part 3
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Part 4
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SECTION F-F
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SECTION G-G
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SECTION H-H
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Ⅳ
MATERIALIZATION
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SITE EXCAVATION

QUARRY

NATURAL STONE

PAVEMENT

RETAINING  WALL

DECAY

LEFTOVERS

RESIDUE FROM EXCAVATION

Material Circularity
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GRAVEL 20-40CONCRETE FOUNDATION GEOTEXTIL 100 
GR/M2

TRIPLE MESH

REBAR %10mm

REBAR  %8mm 

1%1% 1%

0.5M 1M

DETAIL 01
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CORTEN I BEAM
160 mm X200mm

1%

1%1%

TUBE  DRANAGE
%90mm

TRIPLE MESHGRAVEL 20-40 GEOTEXTIL 100 
GR/M2

TUBE  DRANAGE  
%90mm

REBAR  %10mm  

REBAR  %8mm 

0.5M 1M

DETAIL 02
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LEGEND

PATH

fountain

yellow sandstone

white marble

RETAINING WALL

linear light

wall light

PLANTED FIELD

pole light

bulbs

grass

existing trees

new trees

1M

2M
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Ⅴ
SCENARIOS
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The garden is a place where people immerse into the nature, 
explore with their body and expand their sensations.

Pic: The Garden of Earthly Delights by Hieronymus Bosch
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the Garden Enclosure
The aligned Thuja trees direct the view forward.
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Scenario 1 - the Garden Enclosure
The planting between the two layers of fortress wall is lelft unattended, kept away from disturbance of human activities.
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Scenario 1 - the Garden Enclosure
The heavy tall fortress walls fence off the scenary inside the garden from the visiors.
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Scenario 1 - the Garden Enclosure
space [transition]; action [focusing]; emotion [expecting]
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Scenario 2 - The Pathway
The path is the infrastructure spine to provide fresh water to the garden.

irrigation

to irrigation

water storage

water collection

fresh water supply fresh water supply

CITRUS TANGERINA
MANDARIN ORANGE

Family: Rutaceae
Genus: Citrus
Height: 5-7 m
Diameter: 3-6m

CITRUS LIMON 
LEMON

Family: Rutaceae
Genus: Citrus
Height: 3-6 m
Diameter: 3-6m

LOMANDRA HYSTRIX
GREEN MAT-RUSH

Family: Asparagales
Genus: Lomandra
Height: 0.7-0.9 m
Flowers: 10-20cm

MISCANTHUS NEPALENSIS
HIMALAYAN FAIRY GRASS

Family: Panicoideae
Genus: Miscanthus
Height: 0.5-1 m
Diameter: 0.5-1m

PEROVSKIA
PEROVSKIA SILVERY BLUE

Family: Nepetoideae
Genus: Perovskia
Height: 0.5-1 m
Diameter: 0.1-0.5m
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2% 2% 1%

SANDSTONE
600 x 600mm 150mm

COMPACTED SAND
50mm

SUBSOIL
150mm

SLOT DRAIN

MORTAR
20mm

WHITE MARBLE
1200 x 1200mm 50mm

COMPACTED SAND
130mm

SUBSOIL
150mm

FRESH WATER PIPE

NOZZLE WITH LED LIGHTING 

WATER COLLECTER
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Scenario 2 - The Pathway
The ground fountain encourages walking bare foot.
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Scenario 2 - The Pathway
Seats are designed nearby.
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Scenario 2 - The Pathway
Centering the water feature, the circular steps provide large sitting area for groups.
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Scenario 2 - The Pathway
space [open]; action [dynamic]; emotion [enthusiastic]
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irrigation

to irrigation

water storage

water collection

fresh water supply fresh water supply

CITRUS TANGERINA
MANDARIN ORANGE

Family: Rutaceae
Genus: Citrus
Height: 5-7 m
Diameter: 3-6m

CITRUS LIMON 
LEMON

Family: Rutaceae
Genus: Citrus
Height: 3-6 m
Diameter: 3-6m

LOMANDRA HYSTRIX
GREEN MAT-RUSH

Family: Asparagales
Genus: Lomandra
Height: 0.7-0.9 m
Flowers: 10-20cm

MISCANTHUS NEPALENSIS
HIMALAYAN FAIRY GRASS

Family: Panicoideae
Genus: Miscanthus
Height: 0.5-1 m
Diameter: 0.5-1m

PEROVSKIA
PEROVSKIA SILVERY BLUE

Family: Nepetoideae
Genus: Perovskia
Height: 0.5-1 m
Diameter: 0.1-0.5m

Scenario 3 - The Cafe Courtyard
There is a more "gardened" area centering a cafe, planted with orange and lemon trees that need more maintainance.
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TERRAZZO
400 x 400mm 150mm

COMPACTED SAND
50mm

SUBSOIL
150mm

WOODEN CAP POLISHED

CITRUS SINENSIS

CUSTOMIZED CORTEN ELEMENT

BOLTED JOINT

REUSED WOOD LOG
L=2M r=200mm
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Scenario 3 - The Cafe Courtyard
The cafe utilizes the space of a historical museum that has never opened before.
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Scenario 3 - The Cafe Courtyard
It provides resting areas in shadow. 
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Scenario 3 - The Cafe Courtyard
The seats catches the fruits when they are mature, preventing them from smashing on the ground and rotting.
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Scenario 3 - The Cafe Courtyard
space [introvert]; action [pause]; emotion [at ease]
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Scenario 4 - The Planted Fields
The dense planting of herbaceous perennials and grasses enriched the local ecosystem.

irrigation

to irrigation

water storage

water collection

fresh water supply fresh water supply

CITRUS TANGERINA
MANDARIN ORANGE

Family: Rutaceae
Genus: Citrus
Height: 5-7 m
Diameter: 3-6m

CITRUS LIMON 
LEMON

Family: Rutaceae
Genus: Citrus
Height: 3-6 m
Diameter: 3-6m

LOMANDRA HYSTRIX
GREEN MAT-RUSH

Family: Asparagales
Genus: Lomandra
Height: 0.7-0.9 m
Flowers: 10-20cm

MISCANTHUS NEPALENSIS
HIMALAYAN FAIRY GRASS

Family: Panicoideae
Genus: Miscanthus
Height: 0.5-1 m
Diameter: 0.5-1m

PEROVSKIA
PEROVSKIA SILVERY BLUE

Family: Nepetoideae
Genus: Perovskia
Height: 0.5-1 m
Diameter: 0.1-0.5m
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SANDSTONE
320 x 320mm 100mm

GRANITE SET
80 x 80mm 150mm

CONCRETE FOUNDATION
300 x 300mm 400mm

GRANITE KERB
800 x 200 mm 170mm

MULCH

COMPACTED SAND
100mm

BOLLARD LIGHT

12% 12%
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Scenario 4 - The Planted Fields
Tall grasses provide shelter for animals.
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Scenario 4 - The Planted Fields
The f lowers attracts bees & butterf lies...
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Scenario 4 - The Planted Fields
The walkway is narrow, the width is just enough to allow two person from opposite direction passing by.
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Scenario 4 - The Planted Fields
space [narrow]; action [explore]; emotion [curious]
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The Skopje Garden
more trees, more colors, more spieces, less pollution, less noise, more people, more events...



Ⅵ
REFLECTION
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I was interested in spaces under social tensions, and 
I wondered how an architectural intervention can 
have an impact in such environments.

By doing this project, I believe that it is important 
for architect to read the context in terms of its 
protential rather than its problem, to see what the 
space can provide, and discuss the meaning of all 
beings involved in making, using and transforming 
the environment.



Thank you.


