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FascinationIntroduction

The language of landscape is our native language. 
Landscape was the original dwelling; 
humans evolved among plants and animals, under 
the sky, upon the earth, near water. 
Everyone carries that legacy in body and mind. 
Humans touched saw, heard, smelled, tasted, lived 
in, and shaped landscapes before the species had 
words to describe what it did. 

Whiston Spirn, 1998
The Language of Landscape
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Fascination

Based on Larsen & Harrington, 2021; 
Hamilton 2017
Human- Environment Timeline & Defiant Earth

Introduction
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Fascination

Crisis Rupture

To care 
or

to neglect?

Based on Hamilton 2017
Defiant Earth

Introduction
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Care as 
“a species of activity 
that includes everything we do
to maintain, 
contain, 
and repair our ‘world’ 
so that we can live in it 
as well as possible. 
That world includes 
our bodies, 
ourselves, 
and our environment”.

Joan Tronto and Berenice 
Fisher

CareIntroduction
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Care as counter practice

Production

Object

Progress

Renewal

Reproduction

Community

Repair

Liveability

Introduction
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Hypothesis Care as counter practice

The Anthropocene challenges us to care for and 
take care of the world around us. 

Landscape (architecture) can play a leading role in 
establishing a caring spatial design practice.

For this we need to incorporate landscape holistically 
into our projects, cities, territories. 

I. 

II.

III.
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Interlude Structure

Introduction Methods Results DiscussionHyphothesis
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Method Care as counter practice
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Repair

Relate

Reduce

Natural 
layer

Cultural 
layer

Urban 
layer

Reestablish healthy 
ecosystems

Strenghten nature-culture 
relationship

Limit anthroprogenic 
pressures

Method Care as counter practice
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How can forest infrastructure revitalize the Zwischenstadt 
through becoming an agent of care?

Method Zwischenstadt and forest
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Boiled egg
Ancient city

Fried egg
17th-19th cen. city

Scrambled egg
Modern city

Adapted by author based on egg diagram by 
Cedric Price, 1982

Why Zwischenstadt?Method
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Why Zwischenstadt?Method
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Ruhrgebiet Cities Westphalia

Braunschweig-
Wolfsburg-
Salzgitter

Halle-Leipzig

Erfurt-
Weimar-Jena

Brabantstad

Randstad

Parkstad, 
Sittard-Geleen

Flanders

Cities Wallonia
Lille-Roubaix

Köln-Bonn

Rhein-Main-
Region

Region 
Stuttgart

Voralpen

Why Zwischenstadt?Method
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Beekdaelen

Voerendaal

Simpelveld

Heerlen

Brunssum

Geleen

Landgraaf

Brunssummerheide

Wormdal

Geuldal

Rodebeekdal

Geleenbeekdaal

Kerkrade

Herzogenrath
Valkenburg

0 1 2km

Why Zwischenstadt?Method
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Why Zwischenstadt?Method

Repair

Relate

Reduce

Shrinking population

Unemployment

Loss of businesses

Lack of internal image

Lack of positive connotations

Loss of historical heritage

Biodiveristy loss

Flooding, drought, erosion

Natural 
layer

Cultural 
layer

Urban 
layer
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Adapted by author based on Research 
Fellowship Urban Forestry TU Delft, 2019

Element

Environmental

Ecological

D
im

en
si

on
 o

f t
he

 U
rb

an
 F

or
es

t

Social-cultural

Spatial

Economic

Scales of the Urban Forest | Individual trees, streets, 
parks & woodlands, urban ensembles, urban patterns, green 
systems

Microclimate regulation, carbon sequestration, water 
regulation, air pollution reduction

Individual, community, ecosystem, bioregion

Identity, health & recreation, aesthetics, place making

Employment, wood production, food, leisure

Structure, experience, tree architecture

Feature Area Territory

Why Forest?Method
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Why Forest?

Based on Interprovenicaal Overleg & Ministerie 
van Landbouw, Natuur en Voedselkwaliteit, 2020

Method
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A forest territoryResults
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Results

Pine forest in 
Brunssumerheide

A forest catalogue
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A forest catalogueResults

Beech forest and Bird cherry 
forest along Caumerbeek
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Results

Forest clump in field, Winthagen

A forest catalogue
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Results

Residentail park in Vrank 
neighbourhood, Heerlen

A forest catalogue
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0 1 2

Results A forest catalogue
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A forest catalogueResults
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A forest catalogueResults

Environmental, 
Ecological

Spatial
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A forest catalogueResults
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A forest catalogueResults
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A forest catalogueResults
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A forest catalogueResults
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Beekdaelen

Voerendaal

Simpelveld

Heerlen

Brunssum

Geleen

Landgraaf

Brunssummerheide

Wormdal

Geuldal

Rodebeekdal

Geleenbeekdaal

Kerkrade

Herzogenrath
Valkenburg

Results A forest territory

0 1 2km
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Results A forest territory

1890 1924 1968 1998 2022
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Forest landscape Hill landscape Mining landscape Patchwork landscape
10.000-5.000 BCE 5.000 BCE- 1900 CE 1900 CE- 1975CE 1975CE -

Results A forest territory
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Lost landscape
Former mining landscape

Patchwork landscape
Current urbanized and industrial landscape

Fragmented landscape
Left-over landscape between cultural and urban

Hill landscape 
Remnant cultural landscape

Plastic landscape
Underlying natural system

Results A forest territory
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A forest territoryResults

Hill landscape 
Remnant cultural landscape
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A forest territoryResults

Worm

Rode beek

Geleenbeek

Caumerbeek

0 1 2km
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A forest territoryResults

Plateau Open

Plateau of Ubachsberg
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Half-open | ClosedSlope

A forest territoryResults

Remnants graften close to Winthagen
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Half-open | ClosedValley

A forest territoryResults

Geleenbeek close to Kasteel ter Worm
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A forest territoryResults

Fragmented landscape
Left-over landscape between cultural and urban
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A forest territoryResults

0 1 2km
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A forest territoryResults

Caumerbeek close to Beersdal



_43

A forest territoryResults

Euregioweg close to Palemig
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A forest territoryResults

Landscape fragment between 
Heerlerheide and Treebeek
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A forest territoryResults

Patchwork landscape
Current urbanized and industrial landscape
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A forest territoryResults

0 1 2km
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A forest territoryResults

Neighbourhood in Hoensbroek
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A forest territoryResults

Neighbourhood in Hoensbroek
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A forest territoryResults

Caumermolen with flat 
complex in background
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A forest territoryResults

0 200 400m
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Patchwork landscape

Fragmented landscape

Hill landscape

The carpet

The frame

The cascade

A forest territoryResults
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The cascade

The frame

The carpet

A forest territoryResults
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0 1 2km

A forest territoryResults
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A forest territoryResults

The cascade

Forest groups and volumes in dry valley

Forest volume on slope

Forest lines on slope
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A forest territoryResults

The frame

The linear forest

The enclosing forest

The dense forest
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A forest territoryResults

The carpet Proposal for the carpet in 
Hoensbroek and Amstenrade
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    A new legibility  
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 collectivity  
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The cascade
Traversing the linear forest

The cascadeResults
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The cascadeResults
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0 100 200m

Current situation

The cascadeResults
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0 100 200m

+50 years of forest development

The cascadeResults
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The cascadeResults

Agricultural land
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0 100 200m

Land for ecological restauration

The cascadeResults
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ConnectednessResults

2km10
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Core zone

Rest of territory

Connection zone

ConnectednessResults
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Before

After

The cascadeResults
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The cascadeResults

Year 50

Year 0

Year 10
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The cascadeResults

Moving 
A hiking route

Staying and moving
Linear forest as habitat 
and highway for various 
insects, birds and small 
mammals

Making
Fields for local 
food  production
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The cascadeResults
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The frameResults

0 1 2km

The frame
Wandering among groves
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The frameResults
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CollectivityResults
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Results Collectivity

Situation 
now

New forested 
public space

Space for 
exploration

Movement and 
connection 
space

Built amenities 
and play and 
gathering space
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Results Collectivity
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Results Collectivity

0 1 2km

Public space

Privately accessible 
public space

Privately accessible 
public space

Privately accessible 
public space

Collectively organized 
public space

Collectively organized 
private space

Public space
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0 50 100m

Current situation

The frameResults
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0 50 100m

+20 years of forest development

The frameResults
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The frameResults

The tree cove as a hidden hangout
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Area to wander, rest, hang out

0 50 100m

The frameResults
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The frameResults
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The frameResults

Visting
A new type of 
decommercialized public space

Moving 
Area to explore and get lost in

Staying
Gradients of wet to dry, 
open to closed as diverse 
habitat for manifold animals
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The frameResults

Excavation for ecological restoration, dry to wet gradients

0 50 100m



_83

The frameResults

Year 50

Year 0

After transformation

Before transformation

Year 25
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The frameResults

After

Before
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The carpetResults

0 1 2km

The carpet
Living in a forest clearing
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The carpetResults
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The carpetResults

Situation now

0 30 60m
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0 30 60m

20% decrease in housing stock

The carpetResults
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The carpetResults

Housing typology of the meadow at 
the edge of the forest

Housing typology of the forest clearing
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The carpetResults

0 30 60m

20% decrease in housing stock

Zoom in detail
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0 5 10m

The carpetResults
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The carpetResults

Private
Houses and 
their terraces

Collective
Meadow

Collective
Forest 
clearing

Public
Forest
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The carpetResults

Moving 
Forest edge as bat and bird 
highway

Staying
Forest clearing and 
meadow as shared habitat

Making
Forest gardens 
for personal food 
production
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The carpetResults

Staying
Forest as other than 
human habitat with 
human visitors

Staying
Forest as action of 
the garden, a space 
to play and explore

Moving 
Forest edge as bat and bird 
highway
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The carpetResults

After

Before
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The carpetResults

Staatsbosbeheer
Natuurmonumenten
Landschap Limburg Province

Expertise

Production
Harvest
Wood 
Hay 
Fruit and Nuts

Products
Poles and 
Fences
Fodder
Burning Wood 
Furniture 
Art

Stakeholders
Staatsbosbeheer
Natuurmonumenten
Landschap Limburg
Province 
Water board
Associations
Local businesses
Volunteers
Commons Collective

Riparian 
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Meadow

Meadow

Orchard
FF

Fruit

Wood

Wood

Habitat for other than 
humans

Local 
workshop

Poles

Poles

Furniture
Art

Burning 
wood

Local 
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Local market
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Local farmers

High 
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The carpetResults

Staatsbosbeheer
Natuurmonumenten
Landschap Limburg Province Water board Associations Local businesses Volunteers Commons collective

Public maintenance Mixed maintenance Private maintenance
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The carpetResults
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The carpetResults

Year 50

Year 0

Year 15
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A forest territoryResults
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Interlude Structure

Introduction Methods Results DiscussionHyphothesis
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The Anthropocene challenges us to care for and 
take care of the world around us. 

Landscape (architecture) can play a leading role in 
establishing a caring spatial design practice.

For this we need to incorporate landscape holistically 
into our projects, cities, territories. 

I. 

II.

III.

Landscapes of careDiscussion
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The Anthropocene challenges us to care for and 
take care of the world around us. 

Landscape (architecture) can play a leading role in 
establishing a caring spatial design practice.

For this we need to incorporate landscape holistically 
into our projects, cities, territories. 

To translate these concepts of care into caring designs 
we need to broaden our landscape architectonic 
language. 

I. 

II.

III.

IV.

Landscapes of careDiscussion
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Landscapes of careDiscussion

The Anthropocene challenges us to care for and 
take care of the world around us. 

Landscape (architecture) can play a leading role in 
establishing a caring spatial design practice.

For this we need to incorporate landscape holistically 
into our projects, cities, territories. 

To translate these concepts of care into caring designs 
we need to broaden our landscape architectonic 
language. 

On the territorial scale we should develop new 
representation techniques that honour the intricacies 
of a multi-species landscape.

I. 

II.

III.

IV.

V.
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Landscapes of careDiscussion

The Anthropocene challenges us to care for and 
take care of the world around us. 

Landscape (architecture) can play a leading role in 
establishing a caring spatial design practice.

For this we need to incorporate landscape holistically 
into our projects, cities, territories. 

To translate these concepts of care into caring designs 
we need to broaden our landscape architectonic 
language. 

On the territorial scale we should develop new 
representation techniques that honour the intricacies 
of a multi-species landscape.

On the local scale we should design integrative 
and synthetic places by overcoming fixed (urban) 
landscape typologies. 

I. 

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.
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Landscapes of careDiscussion

The Anthropocene challenges us to care for and 
take care of the world around us. 

Landscape (architecture) can play a leading role in 
establishing a caring spatial design practice.

For this we need to incorporate landscape holistically 
into our projects, cities, territories. 

To translate these concepts of care into caring designs 
we need to broaden our landscape architectonic 
language. 

On the territorial scale we should develop new 
representation techniques that honour the intricacies 
of a multi-species landscape.

On the local scale we should design integrative 
and synthetic places by overcoming fixed (urban) 
landscape typologies. 

The concept of care, lastly, compels us to work this 
into a landscape architecture of maintenance not 
material.

I. 

II.

III.

IV.

V.

VI.

VII.
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Landscapes of careDiscussion



Welcome, to the forest formerly known as Parkstad



thank you

Welcome, to the forest formerly known as Parkstad


