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Introduction
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Starters?

Single parents?

Elderly?
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Starters
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?
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How can starters organise themselves to create affordable housing?
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How can aspects of collective self-organised (CSO) housing contribute 
to affordability for starter households?

Collective 
self-organised

housing
Starters

Research question
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Graduation project
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Goal of research and design
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Graduation project
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Graduation project
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Graduation project
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Graduation project
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Graduation project
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100 starters form a group

what legal form?
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Cost-rent + share in the coopMortgage + savings

Non-profit organisationOwners association

Possibility to change apartment within block (when 
household composition changes)

Moving in / moving out

Individual ownership Cooperative ownership
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Long term accessibilityOne-time solution

Anti-speculativeSpeculative

Institutionally, financially and politically not 
supported in many EU countries

Common for CSO projects in NL, BE and DE

Individual ownership Cooperative ownership
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Cooperative ownership
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group founds a coop

 elects a board 
to manage the 

process
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finding location feasibility of the plan

+
-

strategy
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finding location feasibility of the plan

+
-

strategy
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Location

Another important recommendation is that the project can include 
commercial space. If the location and infrastructure are sufficient for 
market parties to be interested in renting or buying the space, it can 

contribute to the overall feasibility of the plan.

But land on a good location is expensive, so we need to look for a 
location on the edge of the city.
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Double use of land

building water road transportation
hub

parking 
garage
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Amsterdam
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finding location feasibility of the plan

+
-

strategy



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 54/129

Commercial functions

financial risk

location

flexibility type of function

CITY
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starters outside of city centre /
ring road

emergence of flexible working

co-working space

CITY
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Existing co-working spaces in Amsterdam and project location
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Ratio commercial / shared / residential

5% shared

59% residential
36% commercial
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strategyfinding location feasibility of the plan

+
-
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Forming a strategy

scale

optimalisation

sharing additional functionspooling resources and services

CITY

CITY

reduced floor 
space per

person

maximizing density
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reduced floor surface to 35 m2 per person

5 m2 per person shared space, results in:
- shared kitchens

- multi-functional spaces
- bike storage

- guest bedrooms
- laundry room

- sauna
- gym

- sewing room
- art space
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Reduced private space - enlarged shared space

large shared kitchen
space for celebrations

bar
swimming pool

sauna
flexible sport space

laundry room
roof terrace

vegetable garden

Average citizen of Amsterdam: 31 m2 of living space

Reduce to 25 m2 - Increase shared space to include extra functions

15 m2 private 
space

5 m2 cluster
shared

5 m2 
community
shared
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Architect: proposal
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Block
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Site characteristics

grid
max. 6 storeys

street - park 
views from towers
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Form studies
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Form studies

spatial principles
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Form studies
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Form studies



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 71/129

Form studies
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Form studies
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Form studies
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Form studies

combining:

diagonal -> variation + permeable block 

orthogonal -> courtyards + views from towers + daylight access 
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Site

site plan

N100 20 30 40 m
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Masterplan

masterplan

courtyard

courtyard

courtyard

courtyard

bus stop

commercial 
functions 

residential

shared functions

N100 20 30 40 m
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Concept of stacked blocks

basis enclose passages

height difference convert to beams simplify
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Overview
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Working
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Living
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Sharing



ground floor plan 1:200

N
100 20 30 40 m

coop office

cold
storage

coffee bar

reception

lounge

pantry

storage

cold
storage

small shop
studio house

studio house

multi-functional
room

garden
tools
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Working
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ground floor plan 1:200
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small shop
studio house

studio house

multi-functional
room

garden
tools

Ground floor plan



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 85/129

second floor plan 1:200

N
100 20 30 40 m

laundry
room

laundry
room

guest
rooms

canteen

Second floor plan
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Section



grey water collection

solar heat gain

solar heat gain

closed gallery acts as thermal 
buffer by solar heat gain

semi-climatised space

floor heating

mechanical ventilation
w/ heat exchange

insulation blocks cold from parking garage

WKO (Hot-cold water storage) - deep earth source 

(Extreme) winter section



WKO (Hot-cold water storage) - deep earth source 

grey water collection

summer scenario

solar heat blocked 
by movable shading cantilever protects apartments from direct sunsliding glass facade 

opens to ventilate

cross ventilation through entrances on each side

mechanical ventilation
w/ heat exchange

(Extreme) summer section



grey water collection

solar heat gain

WKO (Hot-cold water storage) - deep earth source 

solar heat gain

closed gallery acts as thermal 
buffer by solar heat gain

floor heating

mechanical ventilation
w/ heat exchange

insulation blocks cold from parking garage

Autumn / spring season
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Working

ground floor plan 1:200

N
100 20 30 40 m

coop office

cold
storage

coffee bar

reception

lounge

pantry

storage

cold
storage

small shop
studio house

studio house

multi-functional
room

garden
tools
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perspective studio houses
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Living
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Aim
Reducing private space -> increasing shared space + functions
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Living together comfortably

activities spatial translation

sleeping

personal care

‘being alone’

dressing

reading

studying

working 
from home

cooking

eating

com. eating

com. cooking

watching tv

hosting

gardening

gathering

workplace
commercial
functions

being outside

hobby

laundry

relaxing chattin
g

private storage

room

    
    
sh

ared living space

cluster
collective
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Living

courtyard gallery

3 typologies

roof terrace
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Courtyard typology

courtyard

living space room

communal 
kitchen

communal 
kitchen

garden tools

communal courtyard
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Courtyard typology
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Gallery typology

shared
kitchen

shared
kitchen

shared
kitchen

flex
box

gallery

living
 space

room

box

communal kitchen

communal 
kitchen

communal 
kitchen

storage
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Gallery typology
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Roof terrace typology

elevated
courtyard

roof
terrace

roof
terrace

living
 space

living
 space

room

room

public 
elevated 
courtyard

private
roof
terrace

communal kitchen

communal lounge
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Roof terrace typology
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Sharing
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Overview

music 
room

laundry
room

guest 
rooms

bike 
storage

multi-
funct.
room

flex
box

flex
box
3x

swim
ming pool
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ground floor plan 1:200

N
100 20 30 40 m

coop office

cold
storage

coffee bar

reception

lounge

pantry

storage

cold
storage

small shop
studio house

studio house

multi-functional
room

garden
tools



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 105/129
ground floor plan 1:200

N
100 20 30 40 m

coop office

cold
storage

coffee bar

reception

lounge

pantry

storage

cold
storage

small shop
studio house

studio house

multi-functional
room

garden
tools



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 106/129

ground floor plan 1:200

N
100 20 30 40 m

coop office

cold
storage

coffee bar

reception

lounge

pantry

storage

cold
storage

small shop
studio house

studio house

multi-functional
room

garden
tools

Ground floor plan



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 107/129

second floor plan 1:200

N
100 20 30 40 m

laundry
room

laundry
room

guest
rooms

canteen

Second floor plan
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music 
room

laundry
room

guest 
rooms

bike 
storage

multi-
funct.
room

flex
box

flex
box
3x

swim
ming pool

Flex box
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Flex box



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 110/129

Communal dinner
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Yoga
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Lecture
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Party



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 114/129

Start building



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 115/129

Step 1: current situation
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Step 2: reinforcing foundation
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Step 3: in situ pooring of concrete cores
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Step 4: foundations and cores around garage
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Step 5: construction on top of existing garage roof
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Step 6: completion of construction
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Step 7: allocation of functions + apartment types 
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Step 8: mounting of facade elements
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Detail
Vertical section  1:50

Horizontal section upper  part 1:50

Fragment 1:50
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Horizontal detail

sliding double door with openable shutters

closed and insulatedwindow and fixed shutters closed and insulated

2000 mm

1000 mm 1000 mm 500 mm

type 1 type 1 type 1type 2 type 2type 4type 4 type 4type 3 type 3 type 3
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Openable shutters
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Different elements

closed and insulated

window and fixed shutters

sliding door and openable shutters
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Building in use



P4 presentation / Collective self-organised housing for starters in Amsterdam / Stephanie Zeulevoet / 07-10-2016

Slide 128/129

view from apartment to elevated courtyard
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gallery


