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Antwerp, Hoboken, Blikfabriek
From center to margin, back to a center
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Fragment model 1.33
In-between scales
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Understanding the site
A collective Lens
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A collective Lens
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Blikfabriek
Walls, entry gates and enclosures
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Lageweg
Enclosure, Potential Accesses



could the existing not be the instigator or
catalyst of the new? can it trigger new relationships,
intensifying our subjective experience of space?

tabula rasa is for cowards, but there are no coherent
rules for playing the game on a board filled with

pieces.
challenge what is there, reactivate

it, make it part of the current but allow it to cause
friction, to resist. the moment we let go of
sentimental values but holistically assess the
given and have it fight for its place in the

here and now, we might reendow the old with

new architectural agency.
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Building Assessment
What to preserve, what to replace
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Interplay of scales, boundaries and proximities
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Interplay of scales, boundaries and proximities
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Lucerna Basisschool
2025
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Lucerna Basisschool
Negotiating



Low Town Dialogues: in between living and learning

Lucerna Basisschool
Negotiating
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drawing order in/and disarray
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in accelerated times, d

is born dead. program
despite most well-meaning int isall
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foreclose possibility. how, then, might we order
architectural space in times of flux?
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Existing Demoilition



Low Town Dialogues:

in between

could the existing not be the instigator or
catalyst of the new? can it trigger new relationships,
intensifying our subjective experience of space?

tabula rasa is for cowards, but there are no coherent
rules for playing the game on a board filled with
pieces. with this in mind, we propose a dignified
pragmatism: challenge what is there, reactivate

it, make it part of the current but allow it to cause
friction, to resist.

living and learning
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
Ground Floor Plan
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Primary school on Hendriklei
Existing Structure
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Primary school on Hendriklei
Classroom module
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Primary school on Hendriklei
Garden Facade
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Primary school on Hendriklei
Fragment model 1.33
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
In-between wall
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
Structural interaction
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
South Facade
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
South Facade
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Private balcony

Access gallery

Private balcony

Access gallery

Private balcony

Main entrance and storage spaces

in between

A H 1]

TrTTTTT T T TrTT

lilliS ﬁm% H_ E==! W
(g i— H I

TrTTTTT T T TrTT

Ilifiiisg ﬁm% BT = ||

Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
Cross Section

Duplex bedrooms

Duplex living areas

Duplex bedrooms

Duplex living areas

Split level collective living

Main entrance and storage spaces
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
Cross Section
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
Cross Section
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
North Facade
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
North Facade
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
West Facade
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
Housing courtyard
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
Housing courtyard
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
School courtyard
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Housing and primary school on Hendriklei
School courtyard
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Manis, to a great extent, shaped by the home, the school, the squares and
streets of his city, and by the events of childhood that have left a mark on
his mind.

The challenge faced by the architect who must design a school is to un-
derstand how much consideration should be given to the traditional char-
acter of the city: whether to move away from it, or rather to bring it into
focus within the work. That is, whether to seek harmony between the old
and the new, or instead to express their vision in a language free from
environmental constraints (assuming one can ever truly be free of them).

A primary school should not enclose itself within a neighborhood where
the daily events are necessarily limited and so repetitive that they no lon-
ger spark interest in the child.

A school that encloses itself is no longer a living organ of the city, but an
autonomous organism, joined with other equally autonomous organisms
that ignore each other—or may even adopt a defensive stance toward
one another.

Urban planning that created the neighborhood as the limit of knowledge
(or space) for the school building has betrayed the spirit of the school.
Just asithas betrayed the spirit of the city—which should instead be open
to knowledge and collaboration—by fragmenting the population into sat-
ellite nuclei, specialized centers, and residential zones.

A school presupposes a collaborative structure; the possibility for con-
stant contact and continuous exchange.

From the school, a subtle fabric of paths, passages, and streets must—
and should—if the school is culturally and therefore humanly alive, reveal
the endless and enduring ties that connect it to the buildings and spaces
of the city—ties that give it meaning and from which it draws nourishment
for its vitality.

living and learning



The school building would thus become a gathering center, and the
school classroom just one of the many “classrooms” that the city offers
to the educator, so that they may use them at the right time and for the
most appropriate purpose.

The city would thus become a school-city, and it would do so more and
more as it gradually became aware of this very function.

This is how the school building should be: no longer a school that is clear-
ly defined and delimited in its physical features and characteristics; not
an accomplished architectural object, not an example or a model to rep-
licate, but simply a space in continuous construction of itself, shaped by
the infinite possibilities it offers to the life of the child and of the broader
community—a space that is at once a reflection and celebration of both
city life and communal life, free from theoretical, formal, or paternalistic
constraints.

A space where every child can construct, with a few movable elements,
an environment that reflects their world and their moment.

Grovanni Micheluctd , La Sawofa e ea atat






