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 The paper investigated the 
integration of adaptability as a key 
value in the transformation design 
process of outer dike industrial halls, 
ensuring their continued relevance 
in the modern urban context. Other-
wise speaking, the research analyzed 
different practices of combining new 
architecture in the context of an old 
and mostly obsolete function, taking 
into account the existing urban and 
societal conditions. Therefore relating 
to the chosen track (Architecture) 
and delving onto multiple scales, 
ranging from urban context and up to 
building technology and science. 

 During the first semester of 
the academic year, the design and 
research were intertwined, as the 

historical, social and landscape anal-
ysis were represented a foundation 
for both design decision and research 
positioning. It was decided to use the 
research as a stepping stone for the 
design requirement formulation, and 
the subsequent design requirements 
influenced the format of research re-
sult (design guidelines), thus forming 
a symbiotic relation.
 Even though the paper was 
submitted in the final days of the first 
semester, the research continued with 
the goal of finding more small-scale 
solutions in terms of adaptable archi-
tecture (spaces, partitions, elements). 
 For the research it was decided 
to use two methods of data collection 
– a value assessment matrix and lit-
erature review on the topic of indus-
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trial heritage and adaptive reuse. This 
method brought mixed results. The 
value assessment matrix was divided 
into a heritage and adaptability value 
assessment. The matrixes were com-
bined with the goal of finding a cor-
relation between heritage value and 
adaptability however it showed that 
only values linked to physical proper-
ties can score high in adaptive reuse, 

thus overshadowing such values as 
Age, Spirit of the place and Social. 
 The literature review on the 
topic of industrial heritage and adap-
tive reuse yielded good results, which 
let me understand the reasoning 
behind the ignorance of the heritage 
value of these industrial halls and 
their subsequent isolation. In terms 
of adaptability, the abundance of 



information led me to the conclusion 
that a definition should be created for 
this research, which clarified what is 
meant by adaptability and helped me 
create a vector of the research and 
implement it in the design strategy 
of the project as well. Therefore the 
methodology used in this research 
yielded good results but more work is 
required. 
 Given that the research delves 
into the domain of heritage and trans-
formation, where the building and its 
site contain already a layer of histo-
ry, multiple values are tackled both 
directly and indirectly. After tracing 
back the manner in which industrial 
heritage was classified in the past, 

it is was clearly seen that the indus-
trial halls located in outer dike were 
at a losing position from the start. 
Therefore, industrial halls, especially 
the ones located in floodable zones 
and isolated by the dike represent a 
whole group of neglected architec-
tural pieces of the past, workplaces 
of generations and past economical 
might. Therefore the research with the 
subsequent project paves the way for 
future research into the reintegration 
of outer dike industrial sites, espe-
cially the disappearing mid-century 
industrial halls. I am equally thankful 
for the help given by my tutors in the 
course of this research and academic 
year, their critical review of my work 



and honesty of its results. 
 In the initial part of the re-
search and data gathering, of the 
project, ethical issues were discussed, 
notably the choice between making a 
once private space public, preserva-
tion and restoration or development, 
as well as the positive and negative 
impact on the environment. 
 The results of the research 
are generalized in a set of guidelines 
which can be used for any industrial 
site located in an isolated, floodable 
territory. If some constraints are 
omitted, the same guidelines can be 
implemented in the design process of 
other heritage monuments and land-
scapes. For instance -  the site guide-
lines. The book River.Space.Design 
was used for example extraction and 
good practices when tackling outer 
dike heritage. Given that we were 
tackling only the industrial sites, only 
the embarkment Rivershore typolo-
gies have been considered as a direc-
tive.  Once the industrial site criterion 
is removed, the guidelines are opened 
to much more Rivershore typologies, 
thus allowing us to implement them 
on other building types.
 The Kloos redevelopment 
project proposed by me follows the 
guidelines on multiple scales ranging 
from site (1:1000) to partition detail-
ing (1:50). Therefore, the project can 
be seen as an example of successful 
integration of the aforementioned 
directives in terms of architecture and 
urban context. 
 Overall the research proved 
fruitful as it has fulfilled its goal, that 
being the creation of several direc-

tives that are useful for architects that 
are tackling a transformation proj-
ect of an industrial construction in 
outer dike situations. Nevertheless, 
more work could have been done. 
The adaptability value research and 
creation had a solid foundation but 
required a more structured approach 
when it comes to its implementation 
and correlation with other assessment 
tools. Besides that, the formulation 
of the guidelines can be translated 
into a more user friendly format that 
would help architects choose the most 
appropriate transformation strategy, 
such as a decision tree chart, although 
it would require more rigidity and 
data collection. Personally I feel 
content with the result and agree that 
there are further elaboration points 
that can be applied in the future for 
a more complete perspective in the 
domain of heritage adaptability. I feel 
that it is important that such archi-
tectural heritage as the industrial 
halls of the outer dike are safekept 
for future generations and their reuse 
allows a dialogue between the past 
historical events that tackled the site 
and present challenges in need of a 
future-proof solution.
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