Globally, almost I in 3 women have experienced physical and/or
sexual violence at least once n therr life.

[UN Women, n.d.]
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GLOBAL CONTEXT

The Economic Cost of
Violence Against Women

Civil justice

Personal cost |4%

m Specialized services

Social welfare 12% | 67% Criminal justice

€290 billion
in estimated
Health 4 400 annual society costs
services at EU level

statista %

https://www.statista.comy/chart/ 31331/ share-of-societal-costs-ol-gbv-against-women-in-
the-eu-27/

Safe & Unsafe for Women

Countries’ score on the Georgetown Institute
2025/26 Women Peace and Security Index (1=highest)

The Countries That Are @

>0.80
M 0.61-0.80

M 0.41-0.60
MW <0.40
No data p

Based on inclusion in education, employment, politics & financial services, formal & informal
discrimination, levels of violence against women, community safety, among others

Source: Georgetown Institute for Women, Peace and Security

statista %a

https://www.statista.comychart/ 31858/ georgetown-institute-women-peace-and-security-
index/

Violence against females remains a critical 1ssue worldwide (UN Women, 2025), persisting despite economic

development
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NATIONAL CONTEXT

India is an "economic powerhouse" with booming
GDP (Thinkwithniche, 2025) yet remains statistically
unsafe for women (Bansal & Bali, n.d.).
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CAW rate 2020
Bl 4-26
Bl 26 - 41
[ 41 - 52
B 52-76
Bl 76 - 155
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CAW rate 2022
Bl 4-26
B 26 - 41
[ 41-52

. B 52-76
Y W 76 - 145

s

https://doi.org/10.3389/fmed.2022. 1046072



Domestic Violence Against
Women: India’s Persistent Crisis

Asia-Pacific countries with the highest prevalence of
domestic violence (physical/sexual) against women in 2024

Timor-Leste & 28%

nia 2
Pakistan 9 Breakdown of reported crimes
against women in India, by type”
Mongolia 0 38% @ rC;L;zl\t/)e/Sby husband/

23% @ Kidnapping &

abduction
0

Rape
. 2%  Dowry deaths
Vietnam € 5% ® Others

* Reported crimes: data from 2022, based on more than 365,000 acts recorded in India that year
Sources: OECD, National Crime Records Bureau (India)

statista %a

https://www.statista.comychart/ 35517/ statistics-about-domestic-violence-against-women-in-india/
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Paradox: there 1s rising female engagement 1n society (e.g.
voting, employment), but safety indicators lag

behind (DD News, 2024)




LOCAL CONTEXT

Ahmedabad 1s a rapidly developing city contributing
~1.9% of national GDP with an educated
population (Thinkwithniche, 2025).
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Problem Statement

 Women face imited mobility due to poor highting and unsafe
street conditions, often forcing them to "adjust their behavior”

rather than the city supporting them (DD News, 2024)

 Zeges i

om/p sl f—ahmedabad—no—life-last—night—v—silent—india.html
e Currently, most current solutions are reactive surveillance

(CCTYV) or policy-based, failing to address the fundamental
spatial layout that creates insecurity (Bansal & Bali, n.d.)
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Research Questions

a

b

How can dwelling design and neighborhood planning in Ahmedabad
enhance women’s everyday safety and sense of security?

Desk research
Fieldwork

Typological investigation

Impressions and modelling

[

1. Which specific spatial qualities most influence
women’s sense of safety?

2. How do women navigate and modify unsafe housing
environments, both in informal and formal neighborhoods?

3. What building design principles can decrease risk and
increase visibility?

global housing studio - A4 presentation

SPATIAL SAFETY & PERCEPTION

GENDERED SPATIAL NAVIGATION

SAFE DESIGN STRATEGIES &
HOUSING ADAPTATION



"The 'myth’' of the safe city goes unchallenged... as if to say that Ahmedabad is safe so
long as these areas remain safe for women or women of a certain socio-economic
background remain safe—anything else 1s a low priority. Thus, a slice of the city (western
Ahmedabad) comes to represent the whole of Ahmedabad city."

"The State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) report... said that 'Of all the cities in
Gujarat, Ahmedabad 1s the least safe for women.' There has been an increase in crimes

against women by all official data and statistics. And yet, the tag of 'safe' remains
untouched."

Safety "differs by geography... women of Odhav, Naroda, Vatva... would tell a different
story."

|Ahmedabad Cross Section, CEP'T University Press, 2020]
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TARGET GROUP

QY- oot
5 2

[ S .
w‘vnilg'{ﬁ‘ A
_Q . A"f

\ :.-_ “ o / s R ,,; \
; '/ [JUHAPURA e AN — s —
= K DEROTA . e W A Single mothers
; Fi R YAV R e < AN, with one or

multiple children

Studying/ Women -led
working wémen families
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STAKEHOLDERS

Primary Project intiators

stakeholders and landowners

¢ Future residents e Ahmedabad Urban
local governments women-led NGOs « Resident Welfare Association Development Authority (AUDA)
(RWA) / Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC)

*  Gujarat Housing Board (GHB)

Monitor

Financial & Advocancy
implementation partners

future residents
partners (NGOs)

low

* Private real estate * SEWA (Self-Employed
INTEREST developers: construction Women’s Association)
and structural financing
* Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR)

Donors
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Financial Strategy

Government- Family-housing Active street edge
subsidized rental capital engine and communal
housing micro-economies
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Theoretical Framework

STEP 1: SPATIAL DESIGN STEP 2: SOCIAL
porous thresolds & active P ~ INTERACTION
edges 7/ \ frequent informal
encounters
/
I RATIONALITY
OF
CARE )

\ /
STEP 4: SOCIAL IMPACT \ / STEP 3: COMMUNITY
empowerment, agency & ~ ~y s’ FORMATION
social equity “eyes on the street” &

sense of ownership
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CASE STUDIES

A. [Dhal ni Pol, Ahmedabad] <

'L,,rlifff_i***ﬁ
© Street Lights (17)

& Fire-Hydrants (7)

® Bird-feeders (chabutara)
Mobility corridor

Wl Chowks

Il Zone for parking/ infrastructure

e C. [Malagueira Quarter Housing Project, Evora, Portugal]

Grade Il B: High

[Mahila Housing SEWA Trust (MHT), 2021] &, B [Alvaro Siza, 1974-1997]
126 iy
hlju-ses 7 .{?-.j,>
24 ‘ / \\

/ .
! listed heritage !, ¥
SN, structures ,/ +

i o

2 Kunvo at
'{/ Haldarvalo
: Knancho

o

B. [“Turning Spaces into Places” Imtiative, Mumbai| D. [Dar Lamane Housing Project, Casablanca, Morocco]
[Love Your Parks Mumbai (LYPMumbai), 2019] [Abderrahim Charai and Aziz Lazrak, 1983]
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FIELDWORK
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BIMANAGAR PLOT
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TUDelft x CEPT

to the North:
residential
neighborhood with
amenities such as a
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shop, a pharmacy etc.
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OBSERVATIONS

moving through space

transportation

30
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URBAN SCALE
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ACCESS ON THE PLOT
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CLUSTER & DWELLING
SCALES

global housing studio - A4 presentation 39



~ 350 apartments
3000m? commercial space

FAMILY HOUSING
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STRUCTURE
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SUPPORT & INFILL
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TYPE A

130 m?
groundfloor + first floor
(commercial strip to the back)
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TYPE B

120 m?

groundfloor

Restaurant
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TYPE C

210 m?

groundfloor + first floor
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TYPE D

140 m?

second floor
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TYPE E

210 m?
third + fourth floor

-
/4

j
AN

B\
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TYPE F

140 m*
fourth floor
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1 : >
vsCirculation core™
Acommunal area
2N

23
!

~

Circulation core + \
communal area

11Circulation core +
1! communal area
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WATER MANAGEMENT

Overhead tank

Access point

inside the plot
Municipality

10kL
< 9
i D
I
L=
S,
...
el
=
®gy, e
Ra!nwater3 tank
Pump 00m
: Emergency tank Filter treatment
City water inlet 00m? 100m3
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CLIMATE
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WORKING WOMEN

UNITS

global housing studio - A4 presentation

172 units



R T fr Y s TR o Arr e ane o [
R S SRE e AT e XS B NES BT




GROUNDFLOOR

)

i —

A

i~
I~
I~
~]
[
~]
~]
~]

1717 [T

i
$\\

i

- A4 presen

g stu

global housin,



CLUSTER

.
/7

jl: 7
—C
= N

e
A e

Il

global housing studio - A4 presentation 60



TYPICAL UNIT
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FIRST FLOOR
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TYPICAL UNIT
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SECOND FLOOR
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CLUSTER
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CIRCULATION
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SINGLE-MOTHERS

UNITS
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TYPICAL UNIT
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STRUCTURE

global housif&é‘"ﬂu 0~ Ad presentation

80




COMMUNITY HUB

global housing studio - A4 presentation

2400 m?
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GROUNDFLOOR

Social hub
(80m?)
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FIRST FLOOR
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SECOND FLOOR

Chilg

Children’s school
(180m?)
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THIRD FLOOR

L]
Skill development
workshops (100m?) 4
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MAIN SQUARE
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events area, market space, playground for children etc.
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Project Takeaways

e encourages natural surveilllance

e ensures shared domesticity

e creates a sense of community for future residents
e actively dismantles spatial barriers

* transforms the built environment from a source of anxiety mnto an infrastructure of care
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