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arrangement noun [C] (POSITION)

* a particular way in which things are put 
together or placed

arrangement noun [C] (PLAN)

* a plan or preparation for something, esp. 
for something to happen in a particular 
way
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1. RESEARCH

2. ANALYSIS

3.PROPOSAL

Notion of an archive
Room for an archive
VAi’s position and circumstances

De Singel as cultural campus
Interrogative approach
Archival study

Situating
Strategy
Design
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RESEARCH
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Haus Belvederestraße 60, Oswald Mathias Ungers

An archive as a compositional piece situated as part of private resi-
dence. Combining range of private to semi-private functions, brings to 
mind a more humanist public way of living, with Jasper Cepl comparing 
it to Villa Adriane. With services and complementary functions shared, 
the archive is free to remain an abstract container for the collection, as 
a formally solitary volume.

Research
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Notion of an archive

The archive as a result of experimental approach, containing inside it all 
the references and knowledge that nourished way of thinking and mak-
ing which materialized it. In that sense the building is not considered 
as a vessel, but engages in reciprocal relation with that which it holds.

Research



7 of 102 Fig.2. Marie Jose Van Hee, library House Van Hee

Room for an archive

Looking into the artifacts of Marie Jose van Hee to store, present and 
research in a “room for an archive” led me to consider the space of 
the archive using consideration of domestic condition to achieve pro-
gramatic uncertainty, displacing institutional modes of inhabiting a 
space.

Research
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“The activity of packaging conceals a very human need and passion 
for storage, isolation, survival, transmission, also a taste for the un-
known and mystery. Its multiplying and complicating ceremony has ev-
ery chance of becoming a gratuitous, often obsessive process..”

Tadeusz Kantor, 2005, Pisma, t. I. Metamorfozy. Teksty o latach 1934 – 1974

Research



9 of 102 Christo in his seventh floor studio at 14, rue de Saint-Sénoch 1964

Research

Fig.3. 
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Research

Fig.4. 
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12 of 102 Views of the model space

Research



13 of 102 VAi Archive, Parochiaanstraat 7 Antwerp

Research
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De Singel / VAi offices

VAi Archive

Research
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VAi intentions and position

The archive extends far beyond a mere repository of buildings.
It gives access to ideas, positions, education, knowledge and
images, and that across generations. It gives insight into the
social context in which designs were created. At the same time,
the archive shows alternatives. Archives are not repositories of
truths but places of research. They are incubators of new ideas,
breeding grounds for speculation about the future, ... Without
research or interpretation, the archive has little meaning.
Sofie de Caigny, former director, Flemish Architecture Institute | VAi

Research
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ANALYSIS
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Analysis
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Analysis

Fig.5. 
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Analysis

Fig.6. 
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Structural grid of Stynen’s part
Structural grid of Beel’s part
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34 of 102 Archival model of the situation ca. 1980

Analysis



35 of 102

Research questions

How can relationships between different institutions in De Singel cultural 
complex be shaped? How to negotiate and share common spaces?

What role can an archive serve in context of public responsibility of the 
VAi?

How to proceed with architectural intervention in context of 20th century 
modernist heritage and the site as a complex whole? What is essential, 
what is emphasized?

Analysis
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Personal position

VAi should become a part of DeSingel Cultural Campus, with it’s func-
tions spread throughout the existing spaces, keeping the added volume 
to the minimum which the typology of archive necessitates

Through engagement and sharing spaces with intitutions operating within 
DeSingel, VAi can realise it’s public responsibilities. Becoming more re-
ceptive of contemporary cultural discourse and striving for interdiscipli-
nary collaborative approach

The proposal should engage the existing condition with care towards the 
modernist sensibility and later interventions, taking in the existing as it is. 
Fostering an image based not in aesthetics but relations, affordance and 
material culture of the site. Striving to restore and emphasize the original 
intentions of both Stynen’s and Beel proposals.

Analysis
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PROPOSAL
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Proposal



41 of 102 Taking away the circulation

Proposal



42 of 102 Extending the volumes
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Illustrations:

Fig.1 Oswald Mathias Ungers archive, author: Awut Atak 2020, source: https://
www.presidentsmedals.com/Entry-17180

Fig.2 Marie Jose van Hee library, author: David Grandorge 1990, source: 
https://www.archaic-studio.com/journal/2019/9/9/house-van-hee-marie-jos-
van-hee-architecten

Fig.3. Christo in his seventh floor studio at 14, rue de Saint-Sénoc 1964 au-
thor: Enzo Sellerio, source: https://christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/packag-
es-and-wrapped-objects/

Fig.4. Sittewerk foundation, St.Gallen, source: https://www.sitterwerk.ch/en/
Stiftung

Fig.5. Beel’s extension from the Antwerp ring, source: https://beelarchitecten.
com/nl/projecten/desingel

Fig.6. Radio Twee, author: Patrick Vincent 2019, source: https://www.gva.be/
media-en-cultuur/tv-en-radio/radio-2-neemt-afscheid-van-de-singel-na-41-jaar-
radiogeschiedenis/39794333.html


