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ARRANGE-
MENTS

Negotiating an Archive in DeSingel
Cultural Campus
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arrangement noun [C] (POSITION)

* a particular way in which things are put
together or placed

arrangement noun [C] (PLAN)
* a plan or preparation for something, esp.

for something to happen in a particular
way
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1. RESEARCH

2. ANALYSIS

3.PROPOSAL

Notion of an archive
Room for an archive
VAIi's position and circumstances

De Singel as cultural campus
Interrogative approach
Archival study

Situating
Strategy
Design
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Research

Haus BelvederestraBe 60, Oswald Mathias Ungers
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An archive as a compositional piece situated as part of private resi-
dence. Combining range of private to semi-private functions, brings to
mind a more humanist public way of living, with Jasper Cepl comparing
it to Villa Adriane. With services and complementary functions shared,
the archive is free to remain an abstract container for the collection, as

a formally solitary volume.
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Fig.1. Ungers archive



Research

Notion of an archive

The archive as a result of experimental approach, containing inside it all
the references and knowledge that nourished way of thinking and mak-
ing which materialized it. In that sense the building is not considered
as a vessel, but engages in reciprocal relation with that which it holds.
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Room for an archive

Lookin%into the artifacts of Marie Jose van Hee to store, present and
research in a “room for an archive” led me to consider the space of
the archive using consideration of domestic condition to achieve pro-
gramatic uncertainty, displacing institutional modes of inhabiting a
space.

Fig.2. Marie Jose Van Hee, library House Van Hee
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“The activity of packaging conceals a very human need and passion
for storage, isolation, survival, transmission, also a taste for the un-
known and mystery. Its multiplying and complicating ceremony has ev-
ery chance of becoming a gratuitous, often obsessive process..”

Tadeusz Kantor, 2005, Pisma, t. |. Metamorfozy. Teksty o latach 1934 — 1974
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9 of 102 Christo in his seventh floor studio at 14, rue de Saint-Sénoch 1964 Fig:3.
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10 of 102 Sittewerk foundation, St.Gallen Fig.4.
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Room for an archive
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12 of 102 Views of the model space
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VAi Archive, Parochiaanstraat 7 Antwerp
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VAi intentions and position

The archive extends far beyond a mere repository of buildings.
It gives access to ideas, positions, education, knowledge and
images, and that across generations. It gives insight into the
soclal context in which designs were created. At the same time,
the archive shows alternatives. Archives are not repositories of
truths but places of research. They are incubators of new ideas,
breedlnﬁ grounds for speculation about the future, ... Without
research or interpretation, the archive has little meaning.

Sofie de Caigny, former director, Flemish Architecture Institute | VAI
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Analysis

1 ]
TR LT L] ] T

19 of 102 Situation, existing, 1:1500



Analysis

/|
\ )
/ ©
o
P g=De—pil=D—y
. i—-4! |

Stynen 1963-1967

;:r‘m | ﬁ%@

TTTT I E ST T T
[ S

INY )

o
|-
N
IIIIA Dy

s
P =D
] ig

—— >
— -
= Lol - Z ~

De Meyer 1985-1987
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Historical phases analysis
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Fig.5.
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Name Size m® Description
Total 5157,25
Public 700
Reception and counter 100]incl. separate sanitary facilities and seating
cf. current reading room 6m2, is too small;
Exhibition space/multifunctional keep reading rrom and library separate;
space 200|small separate group study room
Reading room 200
Library 200|Books and visitors' workstations
Additional 872,25
Staff workspace 300
12.5 m2 per employee (+/-30 employeed,
Large workplace for archive including interns, temporary employees,
employees 300|etc.)
Large workstation with archives 12,25|3.5x3.5m
Standard office space
Focus Spots
1 large meeting room 80
1 small meeting room 30
kitchen, bathroom, dressing room 150
Archive 3585
Storage packaging material 120|near archive depot, office
Loading and unloading space 150
emergency depot, storage of non-exclusive
‘Waiting depot 100]archives, bulk pallets
Tirage space correct -
contaminated material 60
Quarantine 120|5torage of containement material =
Cleaning 60|FProcessing of containement material
pre-depot 60|Storage of own material
processing 60|processing of own material
Digitization space 60 own material
Restoration studio B60[own material
Currently 1500, growth in recent years 470m
in 3-7 yrs = per oyr 400m with extensive
Depot storage 2500|storage system, paper climate class
Climate class photo storage 100
Bulk storage
Storage in racks and planning
cabinets
visually attractive, desire to collect more 3D
objects, this could be a regular depot box
View depot 125 |with a transparant wall in front

Server space

10

not on functional schedual

Brief from VAI
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Total area 825m?
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Office wing plan 00, existing, 1:250
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Beel’s wing plan 00, existing, 1:250
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B structural grid of Beel’s part
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Research questions

How can relationships between different institutions in De Singel cultural
complex be shaped? How to negotiate and share common spaces?

What role can an archive serve in context of public responsibility of the
VAI?

How to proceed with architectural intervention in context of 20th century
modernist heritage and the site as a complex whole? What is essential,
what is emphasized?
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Personal position

VAi should become a part of DeSingel Cultural Campus, with it’s func-
tions spread throughout the existing spaces, keeping the added volume
to the minimum which the typology of archive necessitates

Through engagement and sharing spaces with intitutions operating within
DeSingel, VAI can realise it’s public responsibilities. Becoming more re-
ceptive of contemporary cultural discourse and striving for interdiscipli-
nary collaborative approach

The proposal should engage the existing condition with care towards the
modernist sensibility and later interventions, taking in the existing as it is.
Fostering an image based not in aesthetics but relations, affordance and
material culture of the site. Striving to restore and emphasize the original
intentions of both Stynen’s and Beel proposals.
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Existing condition
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Taking away the circulation
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Introducing servicing cores / circulation
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Structural diagram
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OFFICES
1450m°

Ground floor plan, proposal, 1:500




il

2
il

47 of 102

HHIHHHH\HHH}\ \HHH‘HHHHH‘HHHHH‘HH\L\I‘HH\HHI‘\HH

Communication diagram




Proposal

—

Y = [
e T—————

T | E e LT

o Ei'_-;-i e | © :__ ﬂ: _ _ 3 = =] 5=
ﬂlﬂ:"::ﬁrf_l'—f =Tl =) it |} AN TN T RN AT S 1 N |
i —

48 of 102 View of the situating



Proposal

49 of 102



/1)

/ / /
\\\ \:\w )

[/

[ ]/

\ \\ \ \ / ,
11111
/ \ \ / Iy

/

7 Y

=

nE |

aaaaaaaaaaaaa

______

_______

NN

D RN

@

@

Proposal

e

AR

VA

1S

ML

M\J

iy,

L/

|/

UUH

LA

INY

[T

Plan 00, existing, 1:250

50 of 102



Proposal

|

“““““““““““

LMD
| g&iﬁfnﬁﬂ*ﬁ#ﬁfuﬂﬁ#‘
coooooooockocooooooooood

N

4

&
=S

[

LD HH®N]

Plan 00, demolished, 1:250

51 of 102



Proposal

¢
L
"
]

|

b=
F*:£

I S ——

S

!
| I

N e N i

|
W I A ﬁ .
® 7 i

Plan 00, existing structural grid, 1:250

52 of 102



Proposal

F‘

I P I ——

T T T T T

e e S

-

S N I

A
p—————+———

IR S S

|

%
=S

wapb-\, ﬁmeWW%ﬁ///
— IR
9 7

Plan 00, proposed structural grid, 1:250

53 of 102



Proposal

|

I -
Pl po===2255

4““““‘

7 O I Oy IO

Plan 00, proposed, 1:250

¥ DR

““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““““

54 of 102



Proposal

55 of 102 View of the entrance



Proposal

oL

=N

,\\ \
[ |
S N\Al % © I
=) Y — M;,
% [\ \,ﬂ/; \,w/%l \_,ﬂ/ f, \»/« ,_ (,\\ % il m,\‘
unr AR _ 7
o |
- ‘ ) wwuu \\\\\\ _ I
X e L L Y LU
| | ‘D/,,r \D /N W/r |\ ,\ ,M A ]
I— - A \/ ﬁ
5 | @
(E\ ]
| N, JL  FJ :T N~
H H UWe<
e Qo j S ,/:_/\ < M
T U mmmm - N © = |
] ,,,j, ﬁ/ﬂ\ g C
=| D :
O C
o0 O 00O
O O o J
g 1 Uy ; Q Q

I

-3.45

[]

N J,L \J

Plan -01, existing, 1:250

56 of 102



0 — @
% %N
] i
O /,/ \\
O _H_ ,/H.“\ @ I @
EJ | — ,7\\‘ . 7 E 7
I \ E -
= :
1
; S O O
2o 2
Ol N\ - O L
V| A
, T ‘ — 7 By H:,
% B \\,/ RN ,n\,,,/ ; \>/ \ % m i
T -

L L L L

]

[

[

I

11

I

[

[

I

[
Tl

-
[T1]

/
\
/
/
N\
\
/
/
—
\
—
=
/ [
———

J

D \.

(

|

IPAN|
]

1PAN

A
/]

|

Proposal

TTrT— T O T :

Plan -01, demolished, 1:250

57 of 102



Proposal

O DO ) ®
O ]
- = o
—J %
-/
1
H 7z
n f
5 ® X
=] e
= —
,@\ . /,,,,X\J /Xv/ | X\ N1 TN M <
im ¥ 1 ¥ f —F =T —
< il AT AT AT AT N |
\T T B 11—
QM OOREHHEE )y
® ESISIEIEIEIEIEISE I | (NN
HHABHARBRAL I
7 [
N
®

QOQOQOQOQ

O

®
O
®
O

() o

I

-3.45

[]

Plan -01, proposed, 1:250

58 of 102



Proposal

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
S
1
S
I

-
)
[
‘

|
\

\

@)

“““““““““““““““““““““

“““““““““““““““““““““

LLLLL

“““““““““““““

“““

|y S

nig §

P

@
Ny
o0~"o

T _l_
i\
o ﬂ, B
&0 -

rrrrr

“““““

+2, 80

-3

-2

o

i

oI ;Hj\m

| zﬂjg

| I T 1

Plan 01, existing, 1:250

59 of 102



)
lujujuiuu] j
S B R |

““““““““““““““

f
AN

Plan 01 demolished, 1:250

\

0

NN

[ Yo

H

+—=. 80

Pﬁroposal




Pﬁroposal

> 2

Y e

| = T 1

| xﬂjg

Plan 01, proposed, 1:250

61 of 102



62 of 102 Music hall foyer



63 of 102 View depot



Proposal

A\

L/

® —
I | Q
‘A " |
@ il —
rITEAN O —
L
R y
(N
N/
1 1 //,_V\\\\
: -
| L |
0 @ i o

%//////////M%@ ............. ﬁﬂm ...... .
m% I | N H
ﬂ L% B Lﬁ

Plan 02, existing, 1:250

64 of 102



|

L/

®

2

1

L] D_

—

—
W
| -
I || = 0 ®E=2=22=5 w ol
I — . | I
1 I ] | I leeeee

P

/
) : =23 =3
1 il N—— [ ] [ J “_nnLvHHu_,WHLVHu,”_
_ _ 1
I | O , Il :_

3 @ i [

- 2)

T = S

c L

| 't 5
g

—
I

65 of 102

Plan 02, demolished, 1:250



L 1

Proposal

Plan 02, proposed, 1:250

66 of 102



Proposal

R1 100 Gravel balast F1 50 Polished leveling concrete F2 40 Parquet W1 25 Knauf DF Gypsum Board w2 0,7 Galvanized steel sheet
Water bearling layer 46 Mineral wool insulation 130 Floating screed 240 DF Insulated stud wall Wood fibre board
200 XPS rigid thermal insulation Slab reinforcement mesh 22 OSB board 25 Knauf DF Gypsum Board Vapor barrier
Fully adhered PVC membrane 160 Reinforced concrete slab 40 Fill layer 140 Thermal insulation
150 Leveling concrete layer Composite steel decking 250 Reinforced concrete slab 25 Knauf DF gypsum board
160 Reinforced concrete slab 50 Acoustic isolation Plaster finish
Composite steel decking 18 Gypsum Board

R1
+16.95

+12.95
<

F1

W2 W2
+12.95 |

| 202772272277 2777 227722 72 20 2 77 7 2 7 2 2 7 i 2 i 2 A i 2 g g g 2 2 a2 A 7 2 i i g i A g 7 2 i

W1

] F1
= +9.45 K
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1 = = 7
. . - ==
+5.95 | [

A e A o

F2
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Plan 04, proposed, 1:250




71 of 102




Proposal

| @
v T
/ i \\—,
HHHHH\HHHH\HHH\HHWMUHH\HHHH}HHHHHHHHHHH\HH\HHHH\HHH\HHHH\HHH\HHHH\HHHH\HHHH\HHHH\HHH\HHHH\HHH}HHHHH\HHH\UH\UU\HH\\HH\HHHHH\HH\HHHUHHHHHHHW [ [ L] ‘H .
~ = ] = - — o s =l - ¥ - e U T 7 T f i T e — i [= T

/,,

. //

- i
o B %)

%

|
I [ S, Y N W

| L/f{ﬁ(iTW(KT
/ N
o
7 I

~ ?
T —LAJLAL

| o |
%%iﬂqw(;ﬂrﬁ%szt \WEWWW )
)

— = o

,,,,,, =] ]
= o =
o “\ |
J ﬁ—i_—Hﬂ \ |
D \ |
- L
o L H ”:H;Hﬁ /A\H j I [ —
7 < LN |
o———— o o —,f\‘\ T - i o o ———— o ‘\‘ ‘s“ —
LAY H ‘ \ NI LIl 6o ~JLA N
‘ \ -~
— o —] a o = Hih o D —n ] -
e —] e -
g L | 3
— ] 0 a] o u] —o —
H € _
D o o u] o ul  —— \_r =
L H A
T— il )
| I—

Hee—rnr—" o 1 =
/ \,,, P
i T T - [ O VA
\ =~ I —

72 of 102 Radio Twee vacant space



Proposal

T T~ ‘ P o
L QY — — ~_
| | ~— oo ~__
P [} — —

Z//* — ’/

Hm%:
pZ j\ y \rn ] — \H\ — y y y U‘ — Ul_\f‘\ ‘ H ‘ g Y|

N N R N

h % Dooooo % % @E 0 i 90,

I ] Dooooo

a W

- | s R i
%:l/% i [ G S W S S D <> 1 I 0

ST T T TS
N S AN
/ p— — D - ﬁ\ﬁ\%ﬂ

ffffff

[ﬁﬂﬁ :ﬁ/\ﬂ/u:
T — o —

1 [ HDJ
[a—

591] I

J

/ ) o o o
L) _— A\ 7
| — q I |
/ L it e { . . R 4 — ‘
/ _ Yoo U - B
/ H ) i = * : S /
/’7 o | ; § . :

73 of 102



Proposal

74 of 102 Radio Twee vacant space



|
Architectuur | |

e

75 of 102 VA offices



Proposal

76 of 102

Name Sizem®  |Description
Total 5157,25
Public 700
Reception and counter 100]incl. separate sanitary facilities and seating
cf. current reading room 96m2, is too small;
Exhibition space/multifunctional keep reading rrom and library separate;
space 200|=mall separate group study room
Reading room 200
Library 200|Books and visitors' workstations
Additional 872,25
Staff workspace 300
12.5 m2 per employvee (+/-30 employeed,
Large workplace for archive including interns, temporary employees,
employees 300|etc.)
Large workstation with archives 12,25|3.5x3.5m
Standard office space
Focus Spots
1 large meeting room 80
1 small meeting room 30
kitchen, bathroom, dressing room 150
Archive 3585
Storage packaging material 120|near archive depot, office
Loading and unloading space 150
emergency depot, storage of non-exclusive
‘Waiting depot 100|archives, bulk pallets
Tirage space correct -
contaminated material 60
Quarantine 120|5torage of containement material =
Cleaning 60|Frocessing of containement material
pre-depot 60|Storage of own material
processing 60| processing of own material
Digitization space 60 own material
Restoration studio 60 own material
Currently 1500, growth in recent years 470m
in 5-7 yrs = per Syr 400m with extensive
Depot storage 2500(storage system, paper climate class
Climate class photo storage 100
Bulk storage
Storage in racks and planning
cabinets
visually attractive, desire to collect more 3D
objects, this could be a regular depot box
View depot 125|with a transparant wall in front
Server space 10{not on functional schedual

Name Size m® |Description
Total 5649
Public 1050 additional 377m2
Reception and counter 135|incl. separate sanitary facilities and seating
Exhibition space realized as pavilion
Exhibition space/multifunctional between existing courtyard and new one
space 362
Reading room 2560|In place of current VA offices
Library 263 |Extension to existing library
Bookstare 148 | Extension of exhibition space
Additional 850
Staff workspace 300
Realized on 2nd floor in former expo space
Large workplace for archive
employees 380
Large workstation with archives Part of the large workplace above
Standard office space
Focus Spots
1 large meeting room a0
1 small meeting room 30
kitchen, bathroom, dressing room 150
Recording studio 110|Existing part of unused Stynen wing
Archive 3649
Storage packaging material A0 |near archive depot, office
Loading and unloading space a0
emergency depot, storage of non-exclusive
Waiting depot 164|archives, bulk pallets
Triage space correct -
contaminated material 91
Quarantine 144 |5torage of containement material =
Cleaning 535 |Processing of containement material
pre-depot 55 |Storage of own material
processing 55 |processing of own material
Digitization space 60 |Part of office wing
Restoration studio 60|Part of office wing
High density depots
Depot storage 1775
Depot storage 730|Depots realized in existing spaces
Climate class photo storage 100
Bulk storage 30
Storage in racks and planning
cabinets
In place of current foyer
View depot 180
Server space 10|not on functional schedual

Brief from VAi / Brief revised

Function within new structure
Function within existing structure
Function added to the brief
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Facade NE, proposed, 1:250
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N AN N\ w3 8 Gypsum plaster
N 240 Reinforced concrete wall
N 8 Gypsum plaster

W3

EPDM Gasket
,,,,,,,,,,,, |l N AN |

Continous brake
steel closure

Steel mullion
profile 93x60

2x6mm Honeycomb Polycarbonate
sheet + 16mm Air

6mm Tempered Clear Glass
+ 16mm Air / "Climaguard NT"
Double Glass
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Section B-B, proposed, 1:250
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R1 100 Gravel balast = —T‘,,‘
Water bearling layer T
200 XPS rigid thermal insulation ‘ ‘ T —_
Fully adhered PVC membrane [
150 Leveling concrete layer ‘ ‘ |
160 Reinforced cancrete slab R1 T o
Composite steel decking D |
F1 50 Polished leveling concrete \ e T g8 ] T 5
46 Mineral wool insulation £ } 2 & } &
Slab reinforcement mesh = | = & | gs
160 Reinforced cancrete slab \ \
Composite steel decking } }
- F = g | =
1 +12.95 [ ! s s ‘ & .
= “i % IR 72 A 7R NI 2=
F2 40 Parquet ‘ J |
130 Floating screed = } = - } -
22 OSB board ‘ i ‘ = ‘
40 Fill layer | &3 \ = & | g
250 Reinforced concrete slab \ \
50 Acoustic isolation g } 3 : } :
15 Gypsum Board ‘ s ‘ F1 s g ‘ ]
| +9.45 :S ‘ :S :S ! :: +9.45
Wi 25 Knauf DF Gypsum Board LEGRA TR 4 Z E
240 DF Insulated stud wall ! \ -
25 Knauf DF Gypsum Board } } 2
‘ | %
\ \ 7
W2 0,7 Galvanized steel sheet } }
Wood fibre poard ‘ r | . ‘ 2
Vapor barrier L | | /
140 Thermal insulation +5.95 | \ | A | .
25 Knauf DF gypsum board DEYZ 5 % e, 7 4, % 7, % 7 Z R,
Plaster finish |
| +4 85
F2 %%
+2.95 7 +2.95 oor
/////////////////////////////////////////////////// /j//
-0.42 o
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3.62 I I I vy % (A, 1 N S S 4 A b N AV Y,

96 of 102

Section A-A 1:50

l&m /




Proposal

+20.88

|

0O
YYY

16/95 |
B
—
11 —
AR ;- 7
e >
12.95
1 Z
: EW1 %
| |
_ ‘ e I
z o
| ~ = +9.45
= : -

X

,,,,,,,,

XXX

XXX

X

e

////////////////

+5.95 T:i 1 .
[T 2 A LA A ksl 7 ey, e A i e el L e L i i A A 4l 7 - |
—
+4.85
/ \/7 \/ . 7 _
L7 s205 /. : . -
i T ,m 7707707 e A 7 7 /// //////////////,////////,//////////////////////////////,///////// 7 /////////////////////:////,/:////////////////////://///////// : //////////////////////’//’:,//’////////,////////////,/////////,
N7 [ [ [ L L A L L 22 2 L A L L 2 2
-0.42 —

97 of 102

Climate diagram
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w2 0,7 Galvanized steel sheet
Wood fibre board
Vapor barrier
140 Thermal insulation
25 Knauf DF gypsum board
Plaster finish

W2

Betherma Alumaxx
twin convector

0,70mm Galvanized
Sheet

Ny

J Manually adjustable register

+9.45

Steel Angle Anchor

Multicolor louvers
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HEB 240

6mm Tempered Clear Glass
+ 16mm Air / "Climaguard NT"
Double Glass
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lllustrations:

Fig.1 Oswald Mathias Ungers archive, author: Awut Atak 2020, source: https://
www. presidentsmedals.com/Entry-17180

Fig.2 Marie Jose van Hee library, author: David Grandorge 1990, source:
https://www.archaic-studio.com/journal/2019/9/9/house-van-hee-marie-jos-
van-hee-architecten

Fig.3. Christo in his seventh floor studio at 14, rue de Saint-Sénoc 1964 au-
thor: Enzo Sellerio, source: https://christojeanneclaude.net/artworks/packag-
es-and-wrapped-objects/

Fig.4. Sittewerk foundation, St.Gallen, source: https://www.sitterwerk.ch/en/
Stiftung

Fig.5. Beel’'s extension from the Antwerp ring, source: https://beelarchitecten.
com/nl/projecten/desingel

Fig.6. Radio Twee, author: Patrick Vincent 2019, source: https://www.gva.be/
media-en-cultuur/tv-en-radio/radio-2-neemt-afscheid-van-de-singel-na-41-jaar-
radiogeschiedenis/39794333.html



