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introduction & site selection
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civic architecture
In Amsterdam North

Amsterdam North     N 
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Verdedig Noord, https://juhavantzelfde.net/verdedig-noord, 2024. 

Red AMsterdam Noord, AT5, Martine Bakker, 2022. 
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What is the Role of  Civic Architecture in the Discourse about SPatial Identity?
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Site Selection
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Site Selection

Molenwijk Nolli Map   N 
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Site Selection

Molenwijk 1 : 1000   N 
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C.1    Architectural History of Molenwijk



23P5  Molenwijk Aerial Photograph, Amsterdam Archive, 1969

Urban Experiment



24P5  Pruitt - Igoe Apartments
The Pruitt-Igoe public housing complex in St Louis, shortly after its completion in 1956. Photograph: Bettmann/Corbis

Urban Experiment



25P5  Plan Voisin, 1925
Plan Voisin, Le Corbusier, www.parisology.net 1925.

Urban Experiment



26P5  Bijlmermeer, 1974
Stadsarchief Amsterdam / Archief van de Dienst Ruimtelijke Ordening: foto’s afdeling B 16 april 1974

Urban Experiment



27P5  Molenwijk Plan, Amsterdam Archive, 1969

urban diagram
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Motopia

Molenwijk, Isometric



29P5  Viaduct Architecture, Louis Kahn 1952
On monumentality, Louis Kahn & the City, 2024

Motopia



30P5  Community through Locomotion
Alderman Elsevier opens the Parking Garage, 1968

Motopia
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C.2   Three Critiques on the Molenwijk Plan
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Three Critiques on the Molenwijk Plan

Tyranny of the Car Inactive Ground Plane Anonymity of the Slab
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Tyranny of the Car
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A Car Dominated Planning Hierarchy



35P5  Flows 1 : 5000 Analysis     N

Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car
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Tyranny of the Car

The Molenwijk Diagram
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Inactive Ground Plane

Programmatic Purism of the Modern City

we dwell

we study

we sell

Where is the Center?
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facilities
working
dwelling

Molenwijk Activity Map 1 : 5000     N

Inactive Ground Plane
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Inactive Ground Plane

Paltrok Slab
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Inactive Ground Plane

Molenwijk Slab Design, Amsterdam Archive, 1969
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Anonymity of the Slab

Standardised Construction: Efficiency over Idenity
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50P5  Precast Concrete Element, INBO, 1968

Anonymity of the Slab



51P5  

Civic Center Molenwijkkamer, Elevation

Anonymity of the Slab
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Anonymity of the Slab

Urban Artefacts
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C.3   Research: Public Tectonics
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Tectonic Catalogue

Tectonic parts of Molenwijk, Axonometric

public tectonics
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Labour
Work

Action

Stereotomic

Labour Work Action

Tectonic

Building components

Human Activities (Arendt, 1958)

Material Properties (Frampton, 1995)

Public Tectonics
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Public Tectonics
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No Hierarchy

Public Tectonics



59P5  

C.4   three proposals for spatial improvement
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A Mixed-Use Program  based on Existing Activities

Walkable and Bikeable Village-Like Urban Plan

Architectural Design of a Recognisable Civic Center  in the Existing Parking Garage

three proposals for spatial improvement
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A Mixed-use program
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A Mixed-use program
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A Mixed-use program
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A Mixed-use program

Mobility Hub ~ 400 m2:

	 180 			  Indoor Bike Parking spots
	 200 			  Outdoor Bike Parking spots
				    Bike Repair Shop	
				    Makers Hall (Artists)  & 				 
				    Workshops

~200 m2

~100 m2

~100 m2
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A Mixed-use program

Civic Center ~1800 m2:

				    Civic Hall
	  			   Communal Room
	 2 			   studyhalls
	 5 			   flexible offices
				    Neighbourhood café 		
				  

~180 m2

~200 m2

~400 m2

~200 m2

~400 m2
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A Mixed-Use Program  based on Existing Activities

Walkable and Bikeable Village-Like Urban Plan

Architectural Design of a Recognisable Civic Center  in the Existing Parking Garage



70P5  Urban Strategy 1 : 5000    N 
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urban vision
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Reuse instead of Demolition to keep the Collective Memory of the Parking Garage

from automobile infrastructure to social infrastructure
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Current: 

360 parking spots, 1 spot p/dwelling
Occupancy rate 0 - 60 %  
(https://maps.amsterdam.nl/parkeerdruk/)

Proposal: 

145 parking spots, 0,4 spots p/dwelling
Civic Center 1800 m2

Mobility Hub 400 m2

from automobile infrastructure to social infrastructure
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adapting the parking garage

Viaduct Addition
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adapting the parking garage

Placement of the Civic Center
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adapting the parking garage

A Car Free Center
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A Mixed-Use Program  based on Existing Activities

Walkable and Bikeable Village-Like Urban Plan

Architectural Design of a Recognisable Civic Center  in the Existing Parking Garage
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design goals

 

Mark the Center of Molenwijk by Standing Out from the Slabs

Architecture that Represents a Civic and Infrastructural Pride

Reintroduce the human scale to Molenwijk

Architecture that allows users to Appropriate 
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An Appropriable Temple
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heavy, durable,

exists outside of humans

the Cave

light, ephemeral, 

assembled by humans

the Nest

An Appropriable Temple

Reused Materials

new Materials
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A Neighbourhood Entrance
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structure
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structure
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structure
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Ground floor plan 1 :  200
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mobility hub

N



94P5  

barbershop

N
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Flex Offices

N
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communal space

N
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market & café

N
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Ground floor plan 1 :  200

N
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first floor plan 1 :  100

N
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first floor plan mezzanine 1 :  100

N
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second floor plan 1 :  100

N
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second floor plan mezzanine 1 :  100

N



103P5  Schematic Section



104P5  section AA 1 : 100



105P5  Climatic Concept
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Facade Design
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109P5  Vertical Facade Detail 1 : 5



110P5  West Elevation 1 : 200
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Reintroduce the human scale to Molenwijk
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119P5  Vertical Detail Café Window 1 : 5
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Architecture that allows users to Appropriate 
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fragment 1 :  20



124P5  vertical detail 1 : 5
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126P5  Appropriationindividual effort

private effort

collective effort
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128P5  Appropriationindividual effort

private effort

collective effort
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reflection
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Current: 

360 			   Parking spots

Design: 

145 			   Parking spots

1300 	 m2 		  Public Amenities
500 	 m2	 	 Commercial

400 	 m2		  Mobility Hub

from automobile infrastructure to social infrastructure



131P5  

PRIORITIZE social infrastructure 



132P5  

design goals

 

Mark the Center of Molenwijk by Standing Out from the Slabs

Architecture that Represents a Civic and Infrastructural Pride

Architecture that allows users to Appropriate 

Reintroduce the human scale to Molenwijk
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An Appropriable Temple
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