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“The future is but obsolete in reverse“
Vladimir Nabokov







Concrete debris in New York 
since 1989

8 million tonnes of CDW 
per year







COAL MINING >>>>> URBAN MINING



















2. Typologies



 In order to
work with obsolete in reverse, 
with demolition and decon-
struction, it is crucial to trace 
the tools of composition and 
construction, that had hap-
pened in the first place. 

 The investigation of typology 
appears as an intellectual and 
practical heuristic drive that 
forms the city.

Displacing the laboratory from 
the world, from the “out there” 
– allows the
scientist to isolate the phe-
nomenon from its customary 
context and examine it with a 
new setting. It is a necessary 
preface and a
metaphor of Urban Mining 
itself. 

 The exploration of typologies, 
tracing their origins and rela-
tionships provides a model for 
spatial tendencies.



Defining the type is parallel to defining what is 
the typical - most common to all.



 Jean Louis Durand
 Similar to Durand, my ambition is to compare different buildings as a group, in series, to 
expose general principles, binding them as a type. 



Durand’s Recueil from 1799 proposes two main types of classification: historical and func-
tional.















3. Demology







The Vossenberg companies originated from the coal 
trade (popularly called ‘schlamm’) by founder Wim 

Vossenberg, somewhere in the mid-60s. 







Mine Julia









“The desert materialscape is either 
the landscape after the end of time, 
and therefore futuristic, or it is the 
surface from which  nothing has yet 
happened and thus pregnant with all 
futures“

Shumon Basar















“Situate them in such a way that use-
ful space for life may form itself ad-
midst them“

Kazimir Malevich
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1 2 3 4 5

1. 130mm Rammed rubble floor
2. Floor heating pipes
3. Rubber mat
4. Waterproofing (Sarnafil TG 63-13)
5. Concrete floor slab
6. Schock Isokorb thermal connector
7. Sky Frame grazing system
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1. 250mm Stabilized rammed rubble
prefab sandwich inner layer
2. 200mm Thermal insulation
3. 350mm Stabilized rammed rubble
prefab sandwich outer layer
4. Fibre composite connectors
5. Steel reinforcement rod
6. Concrete reinforced lintel
7. Schock Isokorb thermal connector
8. Angle for fixing window frame
9. Window frame
10. Window glazing



12

25 20 35

11

10

9

8

7

6

1 2 3 4 5

1. 130mm Rammed rubble floor
2. Floor heating pipes
3. Rubber mat
4. Waterproofing (Sarnafil TG 63-13)
5. Concrete floor slab
6. Thermal insulation
7. 350mm Stabilized rammed rubble
prefab sandwich outer layer
8. 200mm Thermal insulation
9. Fibre composite connectors
10. Schock Isokorb thermal connector
11. Concrete base ring
12. Consolidated hardcore
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