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5./57.0 Water Obscurity	 	 Duinwater  / drinking water

Dune landscape Dune lakes Dune drinking water
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8./57.0 Water Obscurity		  The threat of obscurity

niet langer vanzelfsprekend 
=no longer self-evident 

onvoldoende bewust 
= insufficient awareness



9./57.0 Water Obscurity		  Rediscovery

How can landscape architectural strategies mediate a renewed relationship between 
contemporary coastal inhabitants and sources of freshwater within the drinking water 
extraction landscape of the Dutch dune system?



10./57.2 Water Circularity		 The current linear system

How can landscape architectural strategies mediate a renewed relationship between 
contemporary coastal inhabitants and sources of freshwater within the drinking water 
extraction landscape of the Dutch dune system?

Development of the infrastructural and landscape systems

Sustainable transition of the system

RELATIONAL

SYSTEMIC

Landscape Architecture strategies       relate people to drinking water landscapes

Coastal resident     drinking water relations

Design interventions       inspire care for drinking water landscapes

0.4 Rediscovery
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13./57.0 Water Obscurity		  Rediscovered

Can I drink this?Can I drink this?

Not yet. Almost.

Water is sinking into the sand?



14./57.0 Water Obscurity		

But first, we have to understand the system. 



15./57.1 Water Plurality 	 From water plurality...

groundwater

centralizing 
the system

surface water

rain water
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1 Water Plurality 	 Freshwater in the dunes
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1 Water Plurality 	 An extractive relationship
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21./57.2 Water Circularity		 The current linear system

BAL pipelines

Water flow in the filtration stations

Freshwater

Surface water

Distribution area

Linear, singular thinking
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23./57.2 Water Circularity		 Water softening



24./57.2 Water Circularity		 Cascades
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27./57.2 Water Circularity		 How?

Water scarcity

Meijendel

system transition for 
more freshwater as 
drinking water

how?

Less extraction and more 
dune dynamics



28./57.2 Water Circularity		 Dunea’s proposal: The Vliet as a new source

BAL pipelines

Water flow in the filtration stations

Freshwater

Surface water

Distribution area

How to introduce circularity?



29./57.2 Water Circularity		 How?

Water scarcity

Meijendel

system transition for 
more freshwater as 
drinking water

water strategy

human scale 
interventions

partial decentralization 
of the water system

how?

Less extraction and more 
dune dynamics



30./57.2 Water Circularity		 Learning from water plurality

rainwater

duinwater

grey water



31./57.2 Water Circularity		 Making landscape infrastructure
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2 Water Circularity		 Making landscape infrastructure
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2 Water Circularity		 Making landscape infrastructure



35./57.3 Water Relationality		  How?

Water scarcity

Meijendel

system transition for 
more freshwater as 
drinking water

water strategy

human scale 
interventions

partial decentralization 
of the water system

how?

Less extraction and more 
dune dynamics



36./57.3 Water Relationality		  A freshwater route

Oostduinpark

Vlietlanden
The sea

Freshwater

Younger dunes

Open grasslands

Forest
Dune creeks
Built environment

The route with interventions
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the dune creeks

the coastal dunes

0 250 500 m

Forest Start or end of the routeThe sea

Dune vegetation InterventionsFreshwater

Sand Explorative routeBuilt environment

3 Water Relationality		  A freshwater route



41./57.2 Water Circularity		 The current linear system 41./57.3 Water Relationality		  Molenpad
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between the beeches
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3 Water Relationality		  A freshwater route
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‘Transformation is also a means of communicating [...] to internalise an 
awareness of human interaction with the nature we are rooted in and on which 

we depend so heavily.’

— Braae,  2015, p. 309 in Beauty Redeemed: Recycling Post-Industrial 
Landscapes

3 Water Relationality		



46./57.3 Water Relationality		  De Vlietvijver
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3 Water Relationality		  The ‘open’ pipeline
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3 Water Relationality		  Onder de watertoren
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3 Water Relationality		  The sand wall
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3 Water Relationality		  Onder de watertoren



55./57.3 Water Relationality		  De huilende watertoren



56./57.Circular Water Stories		 Conclusion

NAP

We end up with a renewed relationship between 
people, landscape and infrastructure. 

Between coastal residents and their duinwater. 



57./57.2 Water Circularity		 The current linear system

thank you!


