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1.1 		 introduction
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Figure 1 The benchmarking of Croatia with the performance indicators from the Europe 2020 strategy  
(Source : The Europe 2020 Competitiveness Report , © 2014 World Economic Forum) 

1.1	  motivation
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Figure 5: The power of four different actors in space during three socio-political times and the impact on the urban 
environment (Source: Image based on the article from Zlatar,2014)

1.2	  Problem field
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1.2.3.4.

1.2	  Problem field

problem statement

The context of a Post-Socialist transition and war conflict has lead to a weakened 
spatial governance system which enabled a negative impact on the urban environment 
containing negative spatial externalities, which prevent the agglomoration of Zagreb in 
gaining competitive advantages.    
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a marginalised society on the fringe of 

the metropolitan area who have less 
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1.3  relevance
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2.0 		 Research
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main question

Which planning framework can consider the conditions for a 
competitive environment so that the third and fourth ring can be 
integrated into the metropolitan structure of Post-Socialist 
Zagreb using the four main theories on spatial competititveness   

2.1  research question
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2.2  methodology
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3.0 		 theory
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3.1  Definition

Regional competitiveness can be defined as the ability to offer 
an attractive and sustainable environment for firms and residents 
to live and work (Dijkstra et al., 2011).

DEFINITION by the EU competitiveness report
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CLASSIC THEORY cluster THEORY

network THEORY soft conditions THEORY

3.2  the four main theories
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3.3  tailor made plan
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3.4  conclusion

private transport infrastructure

mixed use development

densities

Public transport INFRASTRUCTURE

industry clusters

knowledge clusters

office clusters

knowledge institutions

Local and global networks green space

Culture and leisure amenitiespolycentric structure

CLASSIC THEORY

NETWORK THEORYSOFT THEORY

PRODUCTIVE SPACE

ENABLING SPACE

SOCIAL FOCUS

ECONOMIC FOCUS

CLUSTER THEORY

INNOVATIVE SPACE

ECONOMIC FOCUS

SOCIAL &
ENVIRONMENTAL FOCUS

SUSTAINING SPACE

CLASSIC THEORY

NETWORK THEORYSOFT THEORY

PRODUCTIVE SPACE

ENABLING SPACE

SOCIAL FOCUS

ECONOMIC FOCUS

CLUSTER THEORY

INNOVATIVE SPACE

ECONOMIC FOCUS

SOCIAL &
ENVIRONMENTAL FOCUS

SUSTAINING SPACE

CLASSIC THEORY

NETWORK THEORYSOFT THEORY

PRODUCTIVE SPACE

ENABLING SPACE

SOCIAL FOCUS

ECONOMIC FOCUS

CLUSTER THEORY

INNOVATIVE SPACE

ECONOMIC FOCUS

SOCIAL &
ENVIRONMENTAL FOCUS

SUSTAINING SPACE

CLASSIC THEORY

NETWORK THEORYSOFT THEORY

PRODUCTIVE SPACE

ENABLING SPACE

SOCIAL FOCUS

ECONOMIC FOCUS

CLUSTER THEORY

INNOVATIVE SPACE

ECONOMIC FOCUS

SOCIAL &
ENVIRONMENTAL FOCUS

SUSTAINING SPACE



		  	 15/76

4.0 		 spatial analysis
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4.1  Classic theory

Car infrastructure mixed use development

TRAM INFRASTRUCTURETRAIN INFRASTRUCTURE
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industry clusters knowledge clusters

office clustersknowledge institutions

4.2  Cluster theory
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Local networks green space

Cultural amenitiesGlobal networks

4.3  network and soft theory
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4.4  conclusion

A car dominated monocentric city
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4.4  conclusion
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4.4  conclusion
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5.0 		 case studies
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Amsterdam
Wroclaw

Bratislava

European Cities & Regions of the Future 2014/15

Financial Times group, fDi Magazine 2014
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580 000 650 000 1 200 000

Bratislava Wroclaw Amsterdam

5.1  three cities
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5.2  Bratislava
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5.3  amsterdam
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5.4  wroclaw
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5.5  conclusion
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5.6  policy recommendations
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6.0 		 planning review
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6.1  review
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6.2  interviews and stakeholder
review

‘’ Visualisations are mostly only used when there 
already is a suitable investor. They are not used to 
attract them and then it limits itself to local plans. 
Attractive visualisations and visioning on a 
metropolitan scale does not exist in Croatia.  ‘’
(Jesenko Horvat, Urban Design, University of Zagreb Faculty of Architecture, 2016)
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‘’ Regional strategic planning is not coordinated with 
with physical planning. There are enormous 
coordination problems.  ‘’
(Nives Mornar, Spatial planning office Zagreb, 2016)

6.2  interviews and stakeholder
review
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6.3  conclusion
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6.4  product

strategic planning & visioning

physical sectoral land-use planning



		  	 40/76

7.0 		 strategic 
framework
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FRAMEWORK
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REALISTIC, ACTION-BASED AND CONVERGENT

1. 

2. 
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7.1  three scales framework
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FRAMEWORK
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7.2  framework
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7.3  Goals

GOAL

Increasing the spatial competitive position of the Metropolitan Area of Zagreb within the European Union
  

SUB GOALS

	 Investment in hard conditions in terms of public transport and creating dense mixed-use environ-
ments

	 Strengthening knowledge, busniness and industry clusters and making their further growth possible

	 Activating green structures and investing in culture and leisure

	 Setting the right conditions for the growth a polycentric structure with public space for interaction
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PROJECTS AREAS & networks

7.5  current practice
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7.6  decision making
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FRAMEWORK
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7.7  prioritising strategies
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7.8  from potential locations to 
strategies



		  	 52/76



		  	 53/76

1.

2.

3.

4.
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7.9  Strategic guidelines
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invest in the extension of the public transport network to 
reduce car dependacy and a resulting fragmented urban 
structure

1: 
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invest in the existing train network, making the stops more 
accesible and creating multi modal transit nodes2: 
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Attract investments and focus on developments which can 
create dense urbanisation economies3: 
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Set local guidelines to enhance mixed-use environments to 
activate the local economy4: 
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create science hubs linked to the production clusters in co-
operation with the university to act as an incubator5: 
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Link the public transport system to business districts to re-
duce car flows and congestion 6: 
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COnnect Public green spaces to the public transport 
network 7: 
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attract and develop cultural and leisure activities within 
the network  8: 
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Focus on the development of a polycentric city structure  9: 
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7.10  Novi zagreb strategy
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7.11  dubrava strategy
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7.12  light-rail strategy
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FRAMEWORK
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OPTING OUT ECONOMIC, DEMOGRAPHIC AND LEGAL CONSTRAINTS

7.13  informing local interventions
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7.14  vertical coordination
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7.15  conclusion
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A JUMP TOWARDS 
PROJECTS
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8.0 		 reflection
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8.1  Process
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8.2  conclusion

knowledge city tailor made plan
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thank you for 
your attention


