
CREATING A CITY FOR A NEW
GENERATION OF INTEGRATION
In which young people with a migration background have a sense of belonging

Graduation project
MSC Architecture
Dutch Housing

29 June 2021

Alice Alkateb

Mentors:
Theo Kupers
Ferry Adema
Pierijn van der Putt



Content

Research
Urban
Design

Technical aspects



Refugees / Status holders

A refugee is a person who, for a well-founded fear of persecution because of race, 
religion, nationality, political opinion, or because opinion, or because of an ongoing 
war, currently resides outside of his native country. Refugees cannnot return to their 
native country unless the situation there becomes safe.
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Nationalities of refugees who sought refuge in the Netherlands. Source: CBS, IND.
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5,500 status holders in the Netherlands - people with a residence permit who 
are waiting for a home. These people reside in asylum centers. That number 
is considerably higher thn at the beginning of this year. Then the counter 
was still 4600.
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How can an architectural environment be created that includes both people with 

migration background as well as people with Dutch background?

What are the specific spatial and social design needs of refugees at the level of 

housing and building?
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Problems
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Building-related requirements to avoid friction 
between residents

s
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Location: Merwevierhaven (M4H), Rotterdam, The Netherlands
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residents to move around and interact with eachothe
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-     Two bicycle garages to be used by all 
residents of the building. They are loca-
ted at the same level of the entrance.

s

facilitates
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terraces
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Commercial spaces

Entrance to the building

Routing of a resident

Floor plan - ground floor 1\250
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Verhalenhuis presenteert
De Volkskeuken
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Car parking 

Bicycle parking

Routing of a resident

Floor plan - ground floor 1\250
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Commercial spaces

Circulation

Storages

Floor plan - first  floor (plinth) 1\250

D
N U
P

D
NU
P

D
N

U
P

D
N

U
P

D
NU
P

D
N U
P

57
68

67
50

67
50

67
50

67
50

66
30

40
11
4

55804600715659704750563556255625562556305620661256255060

79947

55804485740658354750563556255625562556305440697254455060

79947

40
11
4

57
92

67
50

67
50

67
50

67
50

67
50

Design  |  34



D
N U
P

D
NU
P

D
N

U
P

D
N

U
P

D
NU
P

D
N U
P

U
P

U
P

39
57

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
64

40
09
2

1762 16000 22540 7460 7000 7500 7000 2500 6500 1800

80210

1781 15981 44500 16000 1800

80210

39
15

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
00

45
64

40
12
1

1762 6804 2885 6312 3750 3750 3750 3750 3750 3750 3615 3885 3615 3435 3700 3750 6800 2840 6360 1800

Roof terrace
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Circulation

Floor plan - second floor 1\250
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Study room - Linguistic lessons - inner yard level

Het
Nederlands
A2
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Roof terrace

Reading room

Laundry room

Circulation

Floor plan - third floor 1\250
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Floor plan - 4th floor 1\250

Roof terrace

Visible roof terrace

Circulation

Stair routing

Loggia

Winter garden
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On the outside and innerside the dwellings have either loggia or 
winter gardens. These are placed alternatively on the facade
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Planting on each level
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Floor plan - 5th floor 1\250

Roof terrace

Visible roof terrace

Circulation

Stair routing
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Roof terrace

Visible roof terrace

Circulation

Stair routing
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Floor plan - 5th floor 1\250

Roof terrace

Visible roof terrace

Circulation

Stair routing
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Floor plan - 5th floor 1\250

Roof terrace

Visible roof terrace

Circulation

Stair routing
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Roof terrace

Visible roof terrace

Circulation

Stair routing

Fitness room

Multifunctional room
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Fitness room on the corner - middle of the tower
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Multifunctional room - middle of the tower
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in
accordance with
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VERHALENHUIS

Moment 1: Cafe <-----> Entrance\public sqaure

Cafes on the corners of the building connected 
with a public square and located next to main 

entrances

While coming home, 
you see cafe visitors
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Because of the glass wall, there is 
a visual connection between those 
who are coming in and those who 
are going out. So, these people can 
meet and start a conversation

meeting your neighbour in the 
hall in front of the elevator

You store your bike here

Waiting for elevator

Coming in

Moment 2: Entrance <-------> Bicycle parking
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Moment 3: Roof terrace <-------> Gallery/terraces + roof planting

placing a communal 
room at the courty-
ard level to facilitate 
a place for residents 
to read\work to-
gether

Galleries are directly con-
nected to the courtyard

Motivating the residents on 
each level to plant together

motivating residents to move 
between different levels to fos-
ter social interaction and sha-
red activities
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Moment 4: Gallery <-------> Gallery

while coming to your home, you 
meet your neighbor who’s seating 
on a bench in front of his dwelling plants along the gallery for

a cool urban environment

creating small spaces in 
front of each dwelling to 
create a seating spot and 
to break the perceived 
length of the gallery
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All collectiveness moments in the building

Outside sitting - street level

Green house - inner yard level

Gallery - on each level

Cafe (Verhalenhuis) - street level

Study room - inner yard level

Fitness room - middle of the tower

Roof terrace - first dwelling level

Planting - on each level

Multifunctional room - middle of the 
tower

Verhalenhuis presenteert

De Volkskeuken
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Corridor typology

Gallery typology
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Winter garden - openable window - visual 
connection with nextdoor neighbors
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Concrete column

Concrete beams, height = 250mm
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width
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These buildings have no 
material !
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the elevations.
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s

It is expected the material will 
slightly change its colour after 
ten years due to climate factors 
(rain water - sunlight)
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Detail 1
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Detail 1
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s

A thin layer of soil to reduce the weight

er
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Detail 2

Detail 3
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Detail 2
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1-  From top to bottom:

Triple glass
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Horizontal detail of dwellign type D4
Shared housing 1\50
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All building shafts 
go vertically except 
where there are set-
backs, in which case 
the pipes go horizon-
tally to the main pipe
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