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Biomes of the Rio de la Plata 
Basin. Buenos Aires is located 
within the Pampas, a region of 
native grasslands and seasonal 
wetlands. Intensive agriculture, 
mostly in the form of soybean 
monocultures and cattle farming, 
has displaced much of the native 
biodiversity in this ecosystem. 
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even the “green” (shown in grey) 
areas are anthromes due to their 
related influence from human 
activity. they are highly frag-
mented.

landscape as

Between Rosario and Buenos 
Aires, a 350 kilometer axis 
along the continental edge of 
the Parana Delta, approximately 
40% of the Argentine population 
and more than 60% of economic 
activity is located. Historically, 
the delta, a 15,000km2 area of 
wetlands and submerged forests, 
has been isolated from much of 
the frenzied anthropic activity on 
the continent. In recent decades 
however, human presence in the 
form of poldered tree planta-
tions has become increasingly 
prevalent. This land use form is 
detrimental to the complex biodi-
versity within the delta as it dis-
rupts the hydrological cycle by 
cutting off vast stretches from 
the Parana River ’s flow regime.

Agriculture is responsible for 
30% of all greenhouse gas emis-
sions within Argentina. Urban 
areas like the Buenos Aires Met-
ro Region continues to sprawl 
outward, paving over land, com-
pacting soil, homogenizing eco-
systems and generating immense 
amounts of waste. 96% of this 
waste is sent to landfill, generat-
ing high amounts of methane and 
carbon.
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