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Studio |
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Argumentation of choice | My thesis focuses on refugee children and this social

of the studio subject is somewhat unconventional within the

Transitional Territories studio. However, the context of a
refugee camp embodies the essence of transition.
Although the territory itself is not in transition, the refugee
children transit through different territories along their
journey. Thus, my thesis aims to emphasize the refugee
journey within this studio. If your location is uncertain and
impermanent, how can you feel at home? Especially
children do not have the agency to adapt their
environment to their wishes, to create a sense of
belonging themselves. The camp structure as an
impermanent spatial entity is highlighted under this
studio, this aspect will be analysed and used in the design
(phase). The cross-disciplinary approach of TT
complements my thesis topic well. Particularly, the fields
of humanities and arts are relevant for both my research
and design. Accordingly, this studio encourages the use of
different representation techniques. The integration of
poetry, objects, and children’s art has proven beneficial in
shaping the narrative of the research. By embracing such
interdisciplinary approaches, my thesis aims to gain a
thorough understanding of the experiences and needs of
refugee children in transitional territories. This information
will enhance the design solutions that provide a home for
refugee children.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation A playce like home — a play focused approach to
project designing heterotopias



mailto:Examencommissie-BK@tudelft.nl
mailto:Examencommissie-BK@tudelft.nl

Goal

Location:

Greece, Lesvos, CCAC Mavrovouni

The posed problem,

The overarching problem is the civil war in Syria and the
massive exodus it has caused. This thesis will ‘accept’ the
war situation as the status quo, thus highlighting the
necessity of providing shelter for refugees. The current
camp conditions do not meet the needs of refugee
children.

These children have experienced severe trauma,
including exposure to war violence and the dangers of
flight, such as abuse and exploitation. They have left
their familiar homes and embarked on a journey filled
with uncertainty and a lack of belonging. Upon arriving at
the camps, their basic needs are barely met. These
children need to heal from their traumas and have
opportunities for development. However, the current
camps are unsafe, unfamiliar, and lack places for children
to play. In other words, they lack a sense of home.

research questions and

How can play inform spatial design for heterotopia
Mavrovouni to provide a sense of home for displaced
children?

design assignment in
which these result.

This thesis aims for three outcomes. Firstly, a
participatory workshop will be designed to give refugee
children a voice in designing a camp. Secondly, a pattern
language will be created with patterns for child-friendly
transit spaces. Thirdly, a location specific ‘urban’ plan will
be made; the redesign of the camp Mavrovouni.

Process

Method description

The methods literature review and spatial analysis have been towards P2 already, but
might be used afterwards as well. As the fieldtrip is planned in July, a lot of methods
are prepared: structured observation, ethnography, participatory design, semi-
structured interviews. After the fieldtrip the design phase starts, which will use
research by design and the pattern language itself as methods. An elaboration on
these methods can be found in the P2 report.
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Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if
applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme
(MSc AUBS)?

Refugees are on a journey, they leave their home country and want to get to a new
home, instead they arrive at a refugee camp. This journey forms the structure of the
thesis and the transitional space as intervention area matches the studio topic. The
investigation of multiple scales, from camp to Europe, and multiple domains, social,
cultural and political, fits within the Urbanism track. This project addresses a complex
real-world challenge, this aligns with the interdisciplinary nature of the AUBS master,
combining knowledge of (landscape) architecture, urban planning and social sciences
is required.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional
and scientific framework.

Studies on child friendly design are quite frequent, but in almost all cases applied to
the city. Much less attention has been paid to child-friendly design in combination
with the temporality of the refugee camp. Additionally, the role of play in fostering a
sense of home remains understudied in existing research. This thesis aims to fill
these research gaps. The research will provide insights into how the built
environment can be designed to support the well-being and development of
vulnerable populations, particularly children. This research integrates perspectives
from various disciplines, including psychology, child development, urban planning,
and humanitarian aid. This interdisciplinary approach contributes to a more
comprehensive understanding of the challenges faced by refugee children and the
potential solutions that can be implemented.

For the broader society this research may have a strong influence on humanitarian
aid. This research can contribute to improving camp conditions and upholding
fundamental human and child rights. As refugee flows are expected to increase due
to political conflicts and climate disasters, creating temporary camps that cater to the
needs of all ages, including children, gets more and more crucial. Ensuring that
children have access to spaces where they can play, overcome traumas, and develop
is of utmost importance, as they represent the future generation. Designing play
spaces in these environments can help address the need for safety and a sense of
belonging, thus improve the well-being of refugee children.

Secondly this exploration of safe play spaces can benefit children across all societies.
As the need for safe play spaces is a fundamental requirement for all children,
regardless of their circumstances. The findings gained from this research can inform
the design and implementation of inclusive play spaces in different cultural and
socioeconomic contexts, especially settings where children face challenges in
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accessing play opportunities. This research promotes the creation of child-friendly
environments.




