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The mother
At odds with the status quo 
 

Our society is built for the nuclear family



The mother
At odds with the status quo 
 

When a family breaks up, 



The mother
At odds with the status quo 
 

the mother is often left to take on all responsibilities of the 
household by herself



Assistance is mainly temporary, if even available
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The mother 
At odds with the status quo 
 

As a result, many find themselves in a triple bind



urgency + needs

The mother 
At odds with the status quo 
 



A mother’s needs
from explorative research
 



A mother’s needs
Socio-spatial needs 
 

1. Autonomy  
ability to choose

2. Community  
social support system

3. Homeliness 
embedding

4. Empowerment 
providing self development

5. Efficiency
managing time and costs

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



A vision
 

break with the traditional forms 



A vision  

establishing an alternative collective household



urban scale



Location
Urban block

 

Gouwstraat, Oud Charlois 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Location
Urban block

 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

1. embedding in its surroundings



Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

Location
Urban block

 

2. all (daily) amenities are walking distance 



Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

Location
Urban block

 

3. proximity to public transport and (green) play spaces 



Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

Location
Urban block

 

4. well-connected social system



design principles 



Assistance rooms 

Multifunctional room 

Design brief
Shared vs individual
 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



housing scale 



Location
Site 

 

EfficiencyAutonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment

embedded in a trifold of (green) (play) spaces 
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EfficiencyAutonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment

embedded in a trifold of (green) (play) spaces 



Efficiency

Location
Site 

 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment

embedded in a trifold of (green) (play) spaces 



Massing
Construction

shear wall construction
+ CLT floors

CLT walls and floors 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



massing closes off urban block



public plinth and housing on top



inwards facing circulation



collective heart at centre of mass



Section 
Embedding in surroundings

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

form relates to surrounding buildings



Ground floor 
floor plan
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Ground floor 
floor plan
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daycare 



Ground floor 
floor plan
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multifunctional 
room

daycare 

meeting room 



Ground floor 
floor plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

multifunctional 
room

daycare 

entrance 

meeting room 



Entrance hall
zoom in plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

mothers meeting, learning and conversing



Entryway
impression

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



First and second floor 
floor plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



First and second floor 
floor plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

Six mothers live together on one floor



First and second floor 
floor plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

collective living 
room 

Six mothers live together on one floor



First and second floor 
floor plan
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guest room

collective living 
room 

‘wisselkamer’

Six mothers live together on one floor



Individual unit 
zoom in plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

self-sufficient individual unit for mother and child



Individual unit
impression

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Collective living area
zoom in plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

living together forming a new household



Collective living room
impression

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Third floor 
floor plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment

two to three women living together

Efficiency



Third floor 
floor plan

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

two bedroom 
apartment

collective roof 
terrace 

three bedroom 
apartment

two to three women living together



Hallway
impression

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



materialisation and detailing



Facade
Materialisation

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency

red brick facade 

frame around 
seat window

wooden vertical slats



South

Facades
Elevations

North



Facades
Elevations

Back

East



Facade
Fragment

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Detailing
Ground floor
 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Detailing 
Window seat 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Detailing 
Roof 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency





A mother’s plan 

 
Thank you for listening





drawings



Ground floor 
floor plan



First/second floor
floor plan



Third floor
floor plan



Massing
Construction

CLT floors

Shear Wall Construction

Concrete foundation

Timber beams



Structural axo
With shafts 



Structural floor plan
Third floor 



Structural floor plan
Second floor



Structural floor plan
First floor 



Structural floor plan
Ground floor 



Facade
Fragment

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Detailing 
Facade fragment 
 



Facades
materials

Outer facade: brick Inner facade: vertical wooden slats 

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Detailing 
Cantilever



Detailing 
Second floor 



Ground floor 
detailing
 



Detailing 
Ground floor 



Detailing 
Window

Autonomy Community Homeliness Empowerment Efficiency



Detailing 
Roof 



Climate concept
ventilation and heating

solar panels 

hallways are isolated but 
not ventilated 

ventilation air-water 
heat pump



Climate concept
ventilation and heating

vertical slats 

rain water collecting for 
toilets and household usage

green roof 


