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Personal information 
Name Ezgi Üzümcü 
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Studio   
Name / Theme Public Building: Public Condenser 
Main mentor Antonio Cantero  Project Design 
Second mentor Ger Warries Technical Building Design 
Third mentor Sang Lee Theory & Delineation 
Argumentation of choice 
of the studio 

The public building studio provides a framework where 
students can exercise their creativity and individual 
perspectives. Public structures serve as pivotal elements 
within their surroundings, significantly shaping the urban 
fabric and community dynamics. It serves as a center for 
social interaction, presenting architects with the exciting 
challenge of creating spaces that resonate with both 
purpose and inspiration. 

 

Graduation project  
Title of the graduation 
project 
 

Public Condenser: Køkken + 

Goal  
Location: Copenhagen: Haraldsgade-kvarteret 
The posed problem, The Haraldsgade-kvarteret urban facilities and qualities 

became socially vulnerable areas. The neighborhood 
faces several challenges that impact its social fabric and 
quality of life: lack of green areas and recreational 
spaces, limited community spaces, obstacles in 
employment, and health concerns. Despite its 
multicultural character and ongoing development, the 
neighborhood does not offer a common ground where 
different generations can gather to exchange knowledge 
and experiences. The diverse residents, ranging from 
Generation Alpha born into the digital era to older 
generations with rich life experiences, often interact 
within their individual or community groups rather than 
engaging across generational lines.  
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This lack of intergenerational interaction highlights a 
significant challenge, calling for a solution that addresses 
multiple facets of community well-being and encourages 
dialogue between different age groups.  
 
This project harnesses the unifying power of communal 
dining and cooking to bridge generational divides. The 
kitchen table, a timeless symbol of family and 
community, becomes the crucible for dialogue and 
negotiation. It's where opposing viewpoints converge, 
where wisdom meets innovation, and where shared 
meals foster understanding. By reimagining this concept 
on a public domain scale, it explores a platform for 
intergenerational exchange, turning the act of cooking 
into a catalyst for social cohesion. The shared experience 
of preparing and enjoying food becomes a powerful tool 
for negotiation, knowledge transfer, and cultural 
appreciation, transforming the simple act of dining into a 
cornerstone of community building. 

research questions and  MAIN QUESTION  
How can we design a hybrid public condenser to create 
common ground for strengthening dialogue and sharing 
among different generations? 
 
SUB QUESTION 
How can this public condenser be an addition to the 
current trend of communal dining in Copenhagen and 
propose a new healthy lifestyle while promoting 
biodiversity? 

design assignment in 
which these result.  

This project aims to design a hybrid public condenser 
that fosters social cohesion and addresses contemporary 
urban challenges in the Haraldsgade-kvarteret 
neighborhood. By reimagining the role of culinary spaces 
in the public realm, the project seeks to create a dynamic 
environment that facilitates intergenerational interactions 
and promotes inclusivity. The design will explore how 
shared cooking and dining experiences can catalyze 
community engagement, breaking down social barriers in 
multicultural settings. Through this innovative approach, 
the project aims to contribute to broader urban 
regeneration efforts in post-industrial areas, while 
increasing civic participation and nurturing a sense of 
belonging among residents of diverse backgrounds and 
age groups. 



 
Process  
Method description   
This study aims to design a public kitchen in Haraldsgade-kvarteret, employing a 
multi-faceted methodology to develop a comprehensive proposal.  
The process begins with a theoretical foundation centered on Bruno Latour's (2007) 
actor-network theory, which posits that social phenomena arise from interactions 
between diverse human and non-human actors. Actor-network mapping will be 
utilized to trace relationships among various actors, providing crucial insights into the 
evolution of kitchen spaces and their role in fostering community connections. 
 
This theoretical groundwork will be followed by a thorough site analysis to 
understand the relationships between different actors in the neighbourhood, bridging 
the gap between theoretical concepts and practical application. Additionally, case 
studies examining the evolution of kitchen spaces in the Danish as well as other 
contexts will inform the design of a public kitchen in the public domain. 
 
The project will incorporate site visit photographs and data analysis from Danish 
statistical sources to frame a clear understanding of the different generations in the 
Haraldsgade-kvarteret neighborhood, supporting an intergenerational design 
approach that promotes inclusivity. Through this comprehensive methodology, the 
project aims to develop a well-informed and contextually appropriate design for a 
public kitchen that functions as a public condenser for intergenerational dialogue and 
community engagement in Haraldsgade-kvarteret.  
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Reflection 
1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if 

applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme 
(MSc AUBS)?  
In my graduation project, I am designing a public building with an open kitchen 
for communities, which seamlessly integrates my Architecture master track with 
the broader MSc Architecture, Urbanism, and Building Sciences program. This 
project allows me to apply my architectural expertise in spatial planning, building 
systems, and user experience while addressing urban and social contexts. The 



community-focused nature of the open kitchen concept, along with its emphasis 
on promoting a healthy lifestyle, demonstrates how architectural design can 
impact social dynamics. By incorporating diverse kitchen layouts it is a necessity 
for technical requirements my project also touches on aspects of building 
technology and management, reflecting the interdisciplinary nature of the MSc 
AUBS program. Ultimately, this graduation topic serves as a capstone to my 
architectural studies, showcasing my ability to design functional, community-
oriented spaces that contribute to the broader built environment. 
 

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional 
and scientific framework.  
This project has an important significance in addressing contemporary urban 
challenges and promoting social cohesion in diverse communities. Focusing on 
the design of a hybrid public condenser in the Haraldsgade-kvarteret 
neighborhood, the work contributes to broader urban regeneration efforts in 
post-industrial areas. It addresses the critical need to break down social barriers 
and promote overall social cohesion and inclusion in multicultural communities. 
The project's emphasis on multigenerational participation in the design process 
has the potential to increase civic engagement and facilitate a sense of dialogue 
among residents. Drawing inspiration from Copenhagen's current culture of 
communal eating, the project reimagines the role of the kitchen in public spaces. 
By examining the evolution of kitchen spaces from domestic to public 
environments, this design presents a novel approach to publicness, fostering 
community connections through shared culinary experiences. 

 
 

 


