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IDENTITY POLITICS & THE MEGA-SYSTEM
Border and Territories Studio. Collective Mapping of Tbilisi

This research proposal aims to establish a framework for exploring identity politics and its role within broad social ecology, with a focus on further 
understanding fragmentation in contemporary Tbilisi. What we observe as the conflicts or overlaps between different identity groups in social 
events is merely the tip of an iceberg on the surface, with a mega-system hidden in the depths, composed of various factors such as politics, 
economics, geography and spatial configuration. As we choose mapping as a critical research tool and narrative medium, it is crucial to establish 
steps for combing the different layers within ecology with theoretical and methodological support. 
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TBILISI
An intermediary within an intermediary



Trade as a narrative of change



View of skyscrapers from the Tbilisi Open Air Museum of Ethnography
narratives of change



View of Tbilisi’s first glass skyscraper in the city’s historical district (Millenium Hotels)

narratives of change



Trade spaces are territorial



Cover of Tekla Aslanishvili’s documentary following the construction, disruption and fragmentation of rail roads in the region.

trade space as territories



Anaklia Port - A microcosm of Georgia’s quest to become a key transit hub between Europe & Asia (Anaklia Development Consortium)

trade space as territories



Lazika - A ghost town of ambitions (Architizer)

trade space as territories



Trade spaces are disjointed
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Trade space as found in Tbilisi



The logistics circulatory system
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Lilo Wholesale Bazaar, bird’s eye view (Photographer: Zhi Zheng)

trade space as found



Bazaar culture in Tbilisi, photographed in 1980 (Archive of Sakartvelo)

trade space as found



Lilo Wholesale Bazaar
trade space as found



Tbilisi’s flea market
trade space as found



Infrared Images of Didi Lilo Landfill (Tornike Mermanishvili)
trade space as found



01-2021 

03-2014 

up till 2010

03-2024

05-2016

11-2012 

Didi Lilo Landfill, growth over time
trade space as found



How might we re-imagine trade space in a way that is better integrated with its 

environmental and social contexts, generating productive and synergetic spaces of urban 

culture in a growing economy like Tbilisi?
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two linear volumes introduce permeability carve out a meeting space create a walking experience complementary canopies
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Section X-X’
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Section X-X’
The Engine
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1 - Unloading
2 - Waste Dumping Zone
3 - Processing Zone
4 - Bale storage
5 - Loading

6  - Transformer room
7  - Machine repair room
8  - Container Storage
9  - Staff lockers & washrooms
10 - Non-recyclables storage
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Elevation C
1:200



steel truss structure with twin-columns



5m grid



5m grid



steel cross bracing



U-glass, insulated glass and patinated copper facades



primary insulated roof



secondary truss



secondary roof



additional roof structures 



bale storage:
non insulated 
u-glass facade

waste pile: 
non insulated 
u-glass facade

processing zone:
mechanically ventilated, 
insulated facade & walls



supply air

AHU 
placed 
between 
two roofs

exhaust air

industrial radiant 
heating

secondary roof 
minimizes heat gain 
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rainwater 
collected for 
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patina - a story of weathered decay and transformation













Section X-X’
The Hive
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Ground Floor Plan
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1 - Service rooms
2 - Freight elevator
3 - Passenger elevators
4 - Toilets

5 - Market goods unloading
6 - Admin office
7 - Second hand goods/refurbished goods market
8 - Refurbishable items collection
9 - Storage
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First Floor Plan
+4m lvl

6 65 7

8

1 - Service rooms
2 - Freight elevator
3 - Passenger elevators
4 - Toilets

5 - Education & awareness centre
6 - Multi-purpose galleries
7 - Refurbishment centre
8 - Container markets
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4 4
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Bridge Plan
+7.5 m lvl



Second Floor Plan
+10m lvl
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1 - Service rooms
2 - Freight elevator
3 - Passenger elevators

4 - Toilets
5 - Cold rooms/storage
6 - Open air food markets



Elevation A 

Elevation B 









column-beam framework



intermediate columns



hollow-core slabs



masonry wall cores



fragmented roofs



to underground storage tank



refurbishment space: 
mechanically ventilated & insulated

naturally 
ventilated, open 
markets







roof fragments



roof fragments



roof fragments



roof fragments



roof fragments



roof fragments



roof fragments



Thank you!


