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religare : “to put together what has previously been separated”4
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Matisse (1952) Blue Nude with Hair in the Wind

the river keeps the score



6 along the Danube



7 Margaret Bridge



8 Gellért Bath



9

How can religious architecture spiritually relink 
the people of Budapest to the Danube River?
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process of the RIVER

process of the BUILDING

process of the HUMAN

process of TIME



11



12 site12

Ó
bu
da
i i
sl
an
d

M
ar
ga
re
t i
sl
an
d



13

m
us
eu
m

chapel

bridge

program13



flows14



horizontality | verticality15
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1717 chapel  elevation east



1818 museum  elevation east
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process of the BUILDING



2121 chapel ground level



2222 chapel  ground level22



2323 museum plinth level

1 entry
2 cloakroom
3 storage
4 kitchen

5 café
6 off ice
7 technical room
8 external chapel
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2424 museum ground level
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9 panorama room
10 courtyard
11 exhibition hall



25 museum ground level25



building26



27 ramps, floor, plinth, stairs27



28 structural masonry wallsload-bearing walls28



29 timber beamsprefab timber beam system29



30 roofsroofs30



31 water elementswater elements31



32 water system

storage tank + f ilter

reuse in pool

reuse in toilet/
kitchen

watering courtyard

rain chains

excess into river
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35 chapel35



36 ramp, floor, steps36



37 walls37



38 prefab timber beam system38



39 roofs39



40 water elements40



41 (rain)water system41

reuse in pool



42 material sourcing

Süttő

Budapest
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43 main material: travertine43

cladding

stonework



44 construction methods44



45 museum  travertine cladding45
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 Süttő Classic  Süttő Cappucino  Süttő Multicolor Süttő Piros

46 travertine textures



4747 patterns



museum  elevation east48



museum  elevation west49



5050 museum  facade material detail



51 museum  plinth material detail



52 museum  roof material detail



museum  elevation west53
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5555 vertical  building fragment

skylight detail

plinth detail

roof detail

horizontal fragment



56 vertical detail  roof corner56

- EPS insulation 115mm
- waterproof layer
- multiplex
- vertical slats
- aluminum bracket+rail
- honeycomb-backed stone panel with 
8mm white granite cladding

- roofing material
- waterproof layer
- HR insulation board 160mm
- vapor barrier

- prefabricated modules:
- 2*9mm triplex plate
- timber I-profiles with OSB (h=465mm)
- 2*9mm triplex plate



57 vertical detail  skylight57

Stabalux aluminum profile



58 vertical detail  plinth58

- floor finish, brushed concrete
- floor heating
- screed layer 50mm
- hollow-core slab floor 200mm
- mineral wool insulation 150mm
- waterproof layer

- pressure-resistant EPS insulation 125mm
- waterproof layer
- multiplex
- vertical slats
- aluminum bracket+rail
- honeycomb-backed stone panel with 8mm 
travertine cladding

Holonite isolated plinth



59 horizontal detail  window to wall59

- honeycomb-backed stone panel with 8mm 
travertine cladding
- aluminum bracket+rail
- masonry wall with reused waste material
vapor barrier
- mineral wool insulation 180mm including 
vertical timber frame
- waterproof layer
- vertical slats
- multiplex
- aluminum bracket+rail
- honeycomb-backed stone panel with 8mm 
travertine cladding



60 chapel  travertine stonework60



61 travertine blocks61



62 patterns62
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6565 chapel  facade detail
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process of TIME
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89 museum  section summer89



90 museum  section fall90



91 museum  skin lifetime

skin
~25-50 years

shearing layers
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structure/skin
~500 years

chapel  building lifetime
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structure/skin
~500 years

chapel  building lifetime
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structure/skin
~500 years

chapel  building lifetime



95 along the  Danube
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process of the DANUBE



97 the river keeps the score
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thank you!
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