
Religious Economy 
(Dominican Monastery)
- The Monastery was a major economic center
- Managed land, collected rents, employed 

craftsmen and supported trade
- Monasteries were like early "business hubs": 

agriculture, milling, education and hospitality 
for travelers

Capitalist Agricultural System
- Decline of monastic influence
- Former monastery lands became large farms
- Market-oriented agriculture

Peak Prosperity: 
Winsum as the Regional Central 
Place for Crafts and Shops
- large-scale farming
- skilled trades
- international markets
- good transport connections 
- (ship routes via Winsumerdiep/ Reitdiep)

1 Growth of Small-Scale Crafts

- e.g. rope-makers, carpenters, 
wearers, bakers

2 Ship Building along Winsumerdiep

- Winsum had three shipyards at different times
- Built small cargo boats, fishing vessels and farm 

boats

3 Grain Mills and Early Windmills

- Milling became an important village industry

Stagnation and Decline
- Economy slow down

(Drawing of Winsum in 1500s)
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Losing its Regional Role
- Winsum lost its role as shopping and craft 

center
- "a large village like any other in the clay 

region"

Industrial Era: Rise of 
Brick Production Industry
- Winsum has high quality clay 
- --> became an important "brick-making area"
- examples: Steenfabriek Lombok (1804-1984), 

Allershof (1772-1965), De Brake (1638-1974)

Arrival of the Railway
- transport and trade expanded

(Train arriving Winsum station)

Post War Period
- Decline of local industry -brick factories 

closed, shipyards disappeared, small workshops 
declined or modernised

- Rise of Services --> developed more as a 
residential commuter town for Groningen city 

Service-based Village
Shift towards Tourism 
and Heritage
- hospitality, cultural tourism, walkway and 

cycling routes, water recreation
- e.g. "Moi Winsum Project" -->promoting small 

local business

(Local restaurant that participated in Moi 
Winsum project)

Decline of Gas Extraction
- Groningen gas field is shut down
- Area now part of long term recovery and 

future planning 

(Gas field in Groningen)

Nij Begun
- sustainable energy
- agriculture/land-based industry
- healthcare and health technology
- leisure tourism

2025

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AREA 

HISTORICAL CENTER

SITE

TRAIN STATION

23 MIN WALK

8 MIN WALK

15 MIN WALK

23 MIN WALK

MARENLAND

DE TIRRELHISTORICAL CENTER

De Tirrel is a multifunctional community centre. It houses two primary 
schools, childcare, elderlycare housing, sports hall, theatre, library 
spaces, and meeting areas, and is designed to encourage interaction 
between generations and strengthen community life in Winsum.

Marenland  offers hotel rooms, camping and camper 
pitches, group accommodations, and leisure facilities. It’s 
known for hosting tourists, school camps, sports groups, 
and events in a green, waterside setting near the village.

The center lies around the old village cores of Winsum and 
Obergum, which were originally two separate settlements. It is 
characterized by historic churches, traditional Groningen houses, 
canals, and old streets such as Kerkstraat and Hoofdstraat.
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Marenland is a popular camping site in summertime. But its attractiveness disappear in the winter. It also only 
functions in the warmer half of the year. The site has minimal infrastructure and is issolated from the village. But 
it has good connection to public transports and the Pieterpad.

Campers blocking views

Hidden entrance

The Studio positions itself within the framework of Nij Begun– a 30-year plan recently 
implemented by the Dutch Government to build a better future for the regions of Gron-
ingen and North Drenthe. Nij Begun targets areas that have been affected for decades by 
practices of gas extraction and, as a consequence, also by several earthquakes, causing se-
rious damage to buildings as well as economic and mental damage to its inhabitants. This 
project investigates how architecture can contribute to the regeneration of economically 
and socially marginalised areas by strengthening cultural iden tity, fostering a sense of 
belonging, and simultaneously generating economic vitality. It explores how sustainable 
tourism – one that celebrates nature, ecology, and multispecies coexistence – can trigger 
positive models of economic development and social cohesion.
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12.   PIETERBUREN10.   WARFFUM7.   ZOUTKAAP
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WHERE  WATER CONNECTS

SITE: WINSUM

SITE: MARENLAND

Architecture as a Catalyst for Year-Round Activation

Tam Sze Ching, Ariel (6220436)
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Relocating and Centralising Vehicle Zones Curated Circulation Encounters in the Journey Dissolving the Volumes

WHERE 
Marenland, Winsum

WHO
Local Community

Pieterpad Walkers , Nature Lovers

HOW
Curated All-Season Tourism
Doubling visits by distributing 

tourism across all seasons

AMBITIONS

PROGRAMMES
Camp Site

Watersports Centre

Wellness Spa

SUPPORT
Hotel

Kiosk

Restaurant

DEVELOPMENT 
GOALS

Sustainable Design 
Strategies

CONSERVATION

Reducing
Preserving 

CIRCULARITY

Standardised
Structral Element
Dry Connection

SUSTAINABLE
MATERIAL

SELECTION

How can architecture act as a medium to 

DISSOLVE BOUNDARIES between Tourists and 

Locals, Public and Private functions, and the Natural 

and Built Environment?

DESIGN OVERVIEW

DESIGN STRATEGIES

PIETERPAD

HOTEL

WATER SPORTS CENTRE

KIOSK

SPA

HOTEL, DINING

CAMPERS ZONE
PARKING

SITE PLAN USER ANALYSIS



ROOF
80mm  Floor boards
20mm Structural support
Protection and Vapour barrier
200mm Wood fibre insulation
120mm CLT

STRUCTURE
Timber Beam 2*140x220mm
Timber Column 2*180x230mm
Steel Post Base

GREEN ROOF
Vegetation Layer
Clay
Water Proof Membrane
Filtration Membrane
Gravel
Cement Mortar

20mm structural support
Protection and vapour barrier
200mm wood fibre insulation
120mm CLT TOURIST CENTRE AND KAYAK RENTAL FLEXIBLE ACIVITY ROOM

Marenland already offers kayak and boat rentals, which are among the main tourist activities. The new water sports centre 
provides a sheltered space for changing, resting, and gathering. On the other side, a 6m span allows for more flexible use.
The roof extends from the promenade and the surrounding green, becoming part of the public landscape. The structure 
itself is expressed as a key spatial feature. A timber system is used, with two slimmer columns instead of one, giving a lighter 
appearance and allowing for easier manufacturing, assembly, and disassembly.

WATER SPORTS CENTRE

A place to gather and play.

CONSTRUCTION DIAGRAM ENERGY SOLUTION PLAN

ROOF

STRUCTURE

SPACEPLAN

PV PANELS
sustainable source of energy

GROUND SOURCE HEAT PUMP
take advantage of the constant temperature of shallow earth 
(40°-70°F/4.5°-21°C) to efficiently exchange temperatures, 
heating homes in the winter and cooling homes in the summer. 

DRAIN WATER RECOVERY SYSTEM
recovers heat from used hot water and can store this heat for 
later use. It can reduce your water heater's energy consumption 
by up to 25%



The wellness spa is the final stop of the journey. It serves as a key attraction to extend camping activity into the 
winter season. Upon arrival, visitors can choose between ascending to the roof or moving through a more enclosed 
corridor leading to the changing rooms and, ultimately, the indoor pool. During the summer months, selected pools 
are shared with general users for swimming, allowing the building to operate across seasons. The spatial qualities of 
the spa and the potential programming of the rooftop still have to be further explored. Structurally, the building 
adopts a timber system.Unlike the water sports center, it utilises two beams instead of two columns. creating a 
series of portal frames that establish a rhythmic and spatially expressive interior.

The hotel acts as a support to the existing Marenland accommodation service, to provide more indoor rooms for 
people who prefer a more curated and cosy experience. The structural system is similar to that of the Water Sports 
Centre, which is a timber construction. It features a symmetrical form with a glass corridor with a series of portal 
frames that connect visitors to the back of the site. 

WELLNESS SPA

HOTEL

ROOF
80mm  Floor boards
20mm Structural support
Protection and Vapour barrier
200mm Wood fibre insulation
120mm CLT

STRUCTURE
Timber Beam 140x220mm
Timber Column 2*180x230mm

FLOOR
150mm Cement Tiles 150mm
20mm structural support
Protection and vapour barrier
200mm wood fibre insulation
120mm CLT

FLOOR
80mm Floor Boards
Underfloor Heating
200mm Wood Fibre Insulation
140x220mm Wood Blocking
Protection and Vapour barrier
Reinforced Concrete

ROOF
80mm  Floor boards
20mm Structural support
Protection and Vapour barrier
200mm Wood fibre insulation
120mm CLT

WALL
20mm Plywood Panel
150mm Wood fibre insulation
60x150mm Wood Blocking
20mm Plywood Panel

FLOOR
20mm Tiles
150mm Reinforced Concrete
Water Proof Membrane
200mm Wood fibre insulation
20mm Plywood Panel

FOUNDATION
250mm Reinforced Concrete 
Retaining Wall
Water Proof Membrane
150mm Wood fibre insulation
60x150mm Wood Blocking
20mm Plywood Panel

ROOF

STRUCTURE

SPACEPLAN

ENERYGY SOLUTION

WELLNESS SPA PLAN

ENERYGY SOLUTION HOTEL PLAN

2 AHUs to evenly distribute air

underground supply duct

air goes back to plant room 
for heat exchange, 
10-30% air exhausted outside

vertical central air
extraction shaft

PV PANELS
sustainable source of energy

GROUND SOURCE HEAT PUMP
take advantage of the constant temperature of 
shallow earth (40°-70°F/4.5°-21°C) to efficiently 
exchange temperatures, heating homes in the 
winter and cooling homes in the summer. 

DRAIN WATER RECOVERY SYSTEM
recovers heat from used hot water and 
can store this heat for later use. It can 
reduce your water heater's energy 
consumption by up to 25%

FLOOR HEATING
floor heating within the ground level slab,
acting as a thermal mass

MECHANICAL VENTILATION 
WITH HEAT RECOVERY
recuperation of already heated air -
minimises heat loss

HOTEL EXTERIOR HOTEL PASSAGE PRIVATE GREEN SPACE


