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RESEARCH QUESTION
“How can mixed use apartment blocks be improved 
to create more opportunities for social interaction?”
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EXCESS SPACE MIXING TARGET GROUPS 6-10P. PER BLOCK 30P. PER COMMON ROOM 100P. PER SHARED SPACE

(ADJUSTABLE) SEATING OPENING WINDOWS AND DOORSEYE CATCHER FUNCTION MIX FRONTDOOR ON THE STREET

1 BLOCK < 25M 1 BLOCK < 5 STORIES > 2 ROUTE OPTIONSGARDEN < 25M WIDE VARIABLE ROUTE
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DESIGN GOAL
Creating a mixed use apartment block where 

neighbours know eachother, feel at home and live 
within a high urban, but biodiverse neighbourhood.
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BLUE AND GREEN STRUCTURESBUILDING FUNCTION CAR ROADS AND PARKING
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A home in Hamerkwartier
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PLOT SIZE

CHANGE THE CONFIGURATION 
TO OPEN UP SQUARES

1970’S FLAT INCLUDING GREEN 
SPACE NEEDED FOR SUN 

BREAKING OPEN AND CHANGING 
HEIGHT TO LET IN MORE SUN LIGHT

FLAT LOWERED TO 5 STORIES 
FOR GROUND CONNECTION
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DIFFERENT GALLERIES
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SOCIAL HUB
IN CURRENT 
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Concrete L separation 
profile

Wooden walkway

Terrace support

Possibility for pipes 
and drainage

430 mm Soil with plants
50 mm Drainage boxes
Waterproof and rootproof foil
80 mm concrete

200 mm I profile

Integrated bird and bat boxes

Gutter integrated in steel column

Square metal gutter

21 x 140 mm Thermo 
Frake planks

Welted drip 

200 mm U profile 

200 mm I profile 

Cold bridge 
interuption 

Duco Topvent Ck/ZR 
(ar+)

Gealen Kubes window 
frames 

Integrated curtain 
rails

21 mm Thermo Frake 
planks
30 mm Wooden beams 
Waterproof foil 
>30 mm XPS isolatie 
under slope, btween 
wooden beams
50 mm XPS insulation 
290 mm Insulated  Ker-
to Ripa floor box
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Cellulose

21x140 mm Thermo Frake 
planks, GevenHout

Gealen Kubes window 
frames

Kerto Ripa floor box

Thermo Frake planks
GevenHout

Duco Topvent CK-ZR 
(Ak+)
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Ventilation type C

Demountable wooden 
construction 

High biodiversity
such as green roofs

TEO instalation harnessing 
heat from the river

Floor heating 
and cooling

Sustainable insulation Natural sunshading
due to balconies

Bird and bat boxes
integrated in galeries

Reuse of rainwater for 
plant inrrigation

HP
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Carex SpicataAvenella FlexuosaBriza mediaLavandulaSedum MatronaHylotelephium Telephium

Polystichum SetiferumAsplenium ScolopendriumGeranium SanguineumAlchemilla MollisSalix capreaIlex aquifolium

Carpinus BetulusPrunus spinosaSambucus NigraViburnum OpulusVerbascum NigrumValericana officinalis

Ribes RubrumClematis VitalbaCorylus avellanaSorbus aucupariaJuniperus communisMalus sylvestris




