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Figure :São Paulo Urban Comparison, Source: BOLDARINI ARQUITETOS  

Socio-Economic Segregation 
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Figure: “Paraisópolis (Paradise City)” by Tuca Vieira (2004), Source: https://
www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/nov/29/sao-paulo-injustice-tuca-vieira-

inequality-photograph-paraisopolis

“Paradise” City  
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Figure: “Brazilian Dictatorship” Source: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-
latin-america-26713772

The Development of Social Housing Policies in Brazil
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Figure: Hector Viglecca  parque nova bridge (2009) Source: hWttp://www.
vigliecca.com.br/en/projects/parque-novo-santo-amaro-v

Estatuto da Cidade 
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0 5 m

Conjunto Casarão Celso Garcia
Sao Paulo, HABI/SEHAB, 1992 (completion in 2003)

Conjunto Casarão Celso Garcia is a scocial housing project consisting of four resi-
dential towers with communal facilities such as a nursery, kitchen and laundry. In 
addition, a colonial mansion can be found on the site, which has been preserved 
during the realization of the new program. Casarão Celso Garcia, together with 'Madre 
de Deus', was one of the first housing projects aimed at housing people with low 
incomes in the center of the city. Because the land costs of the plot in the center 
of Sao Paulo were higher than in the periphery, it was decided to keep the number of 
square meters per home to a minimum. However, the limited living space was compensat-
ed with common areas such as a courtyard garden, roof terrace and childcare.

Unique to the Conjunto Casarão (Portuguese for housing complex), located on Avenida 
Celso Garcia, is the participation that the residents of the complex had during the 
design process. Although they were not the client in the traditional sense, their 
wishes formed the basis for the design. 
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In total, the complex consists of 182 apartments over a gross floor area of 8,485 m2. 
The surface of the common areas such as the garden and childcare is also 1,563 m2. 
An average apartment has a net floor area of approximately 30m2.The complex as a whole 
is enclosed on three sides by walls and is only accessible through the two guarded 
entrances on Avenida Celso Garcia.

The design of the complex is largely related to the shape of the plot and the sur-
rounding buildings. Because the plot, as mentioned, is enclosed by blank walls, the 
complex is oriented inwards. The apartments in the outer flats only receive daylight 
via a single facade and via shafts that extend to the roof. The two middle flats, on 
the other hand, are free on the plot, making the lack of daylight less of an issue 
here.

Gleba A
 Sao Paulo, Hector Viglecca, 2012

Gleba A is a low-income residential block in Sao Paulo’s largest favela Heliopolis. 
The project is part of a larger favela urbanisation project initiated during the 
Marta Suplicy Administration (2001-2004). The urbanisation project did not only 
focus on housing but also on improving the infrastructure of Heliopolis. For example, 
the administration improved the roads and basic sanitation. Another critical step 
was the canalisation of the Sacoma stream. The project aimed to improve and validate 
the conditions of Heliopolis to increase the dwellers’ security and permanency 
within the favela.
 
Gleba A, located along the Sacoma stream, was designed by Vigliecca and Associates. 
Hector Vigliecca, the leading architect, was chosen because of his extensive knowl-
edge of social housing. Vigliecca trained in Uruguay, where he emerged from the 
post-modern debate that re-evaluated the virtues of the traditional city. His hous-
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ing blocks follow the street pattern to define the city’s morphology, creating what 
Vigliecca calls The Third Territory.
  
The Third Territory was a suitable approach for the project since it consolidates the 
intermittent housing rather than imposing or removing it. During a conversation about 
the building, Vigliecca notes that Gleba A does not try to imitate or reinterpret 
what is there; instead, it respects what is built but offers a new way to live, which 
one can still relate to. For instance, as a ‘gesture’ to embrace the irregular con-
struction, the architect did not design the building as a single mass; instead, it 
is a composition of seven parts connected by walkways.  

Jardim São Francisco 
São Paulo, Demetre Anastassakis, 1990

In 1989, the �rst big municipality of PeTe (Partido dos Trabalhadores) came into being in São Paulo 
under Luiza Erundina, a sociologist who from the movements of the local communities who wanted 
to o�er support to the city’s poor. In 1990 she announced a competition for two regions, Jardim São 
Francisco and Bras. In total there were 289 entries,  176 for Brás and 113 for Jardim São Francisco. The 
project is located in the latter area, in the periphery of a large metropolitan area, with sparse occupa-
tion, di�culties with access and the lack proper infrastructure.
It is a winning entry of national architectural context for public housing promoetd by the Municipali-
ty of São Paulo. The winning team coordinated by Demetre Anastassakis,  Co.Opera.Ativa (Cooperati-
va de Pro�ssionais do Habitat in Rio de Janeiro), was a cooperative of architects and social scientists, 
which participated in architectural competitions and undertook public projects group.  
At the time that the competition was held in São Francisco there were no federal sponsorships for 
the construction and the citizens built their houses with their own hands. So, the building was com-
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pleted through the mutirão system. Mutirão means that the future inhabitants of the buildings would 
participate in the construction.
The brick used in the construction system was  designed and patented by the cooperative. It was 
called bloco ceramico estrutural, it has holes but isvery resistant nad suitable for walls and slabs. This 
technique is very good for the mutirão system, because even non-professional builders can very 
easily make it themselves. Every family donated 16 hours a week, so it took only 18 months to build 
600 homes using this system. 

Comuna Dom Helder Camara
Jandira, Sao Paulo, Grupo USINA, 2008-2012

A group of families, who occupied land owned by a railroad company in the city of Jandina, were 
forced to relocate when the company repossessed the land. The families turned to a priest, Dom 
Helder Camara, to provide them with assistance in outreach and organization. With nowhere to 
go, the families occupied an abandoned educational building whose construction had been 
stalled. Concurrently, the families began negotiations with the Urban Housing Development Com-
pany (UHDC) which would build for them apartment-style housing. The families resisted this sug-
gested housing proposition as they were used to having backyards and had no prior background 
living in multi-story apartment-style dwellings. The priest thus suggested the families join 
the Landless Workers Movement (MST) and gain technical assistance from Grupo USINA to formulate 
a collaborative housing type in which every decision making situations involved all residents. 
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0 10 mFigure: Casarão Celso Garcia 
Source: Robbert Laan (2022)

Figure: Gleba A
Source: Sanette Schreurs (2022)

Figure:Jardim Sao Francisco
Source: Alexandra Jodłowska (2022)

Figure: ComunaDomHelderCamara 
AngelinaTorbica (2022)

Comparative Analysis
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Figure : “Chácara do Conde ” (2022) Source: https://arquiteturajaa.
com.br/

Chácara do Conde
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Figures :’Shapign the Slums’ (2022) Source:https: //www.bbc.com/
future/article/20121129-shaping-the-slumsS  ASSOCIADOS - Cantinho 
Do Ceu Presentation & “Chácara do Conde ” (2022) Source: https://

arquiteturajaa.com.br/

ZEIS 1 and ZEIS 4
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Figure: “Chacara do Conde vs Grajaú” Source: RobbertLaan, HuubFenten and SanetteSchreurs (2023)
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Figure: My House, My Life Project, Source:https://www.ape11.com.br/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/casa_verde_amarela_03.jpg

My House, My Life? 
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How does the current approach towards social housing in São Paulo create 
boundaries that intensify urban segregation? 

Problem Statement
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Story (1) 1:200
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Figure:  Carnival on Canvas, Rogerio Reis, Source: https://www.rogerioreis.com.br/on-canvas

Carnival on Canvas
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“define in-between spaces, which in-
duce simultaneous awareness of what 
is significant on either side to provide 
a neutral space where two opposing 

polarities could act as a twin phenom-
enon (Zwiefalt).”

Figure:  Aldo van Eyck, Source: https://goric.com/
designer-profile-Aldo-van-Eyck-playground-every-

neighborhood/

Thresholds in Architecture
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How can careful boundaries and porous thresholds repair and consolidate the 
connection and co-existence between a new social housing project and the Grajaú 

neighbourhood?

Research Question
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How can careful boundaries and porous thresholds repair and consolidate the 
connection and co-existence between a new social housing project and the Grajaú 

neighbourhood?

Research Question

Sub-research Question
How can careful boundaries and porous thresholds consolidate the balance between 

efficiency and resilience in a new social housing project in Grajaú? 
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State of São Paulo

Project Site

Project Site

Project Site

São Paulo Metropolitan 

Rural São Paulo

Grajaú

Figure: State of Paulo São to Grajaú Source: Winnie Goldsteen, adapted by author (2023)

Grajaú, São Paulo
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Hamada Farm 

Generic Axonometry (3)
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Enviromental Recovery Area
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GSEducationalVersion



27The Inbetween: Porous Thresholds and Carfeul Boundaries

Figure 11: Atmospheric Synthesis, Source: Winnie Goldsteen & Genevieve 
Shymanski (2022)
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Design Hypothesis
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Figure: “Chacara do Conde vs Grajaú” Source: RobbertLaan, HuubFenten and SanetteSchreurs (2023)
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3
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Urban Fabric Study 
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Design Principles 

1.Defined Compartmentalization 
(Compacted Passage Network with Defined Entrances) 

2. Diversity x Density x Proximity
(Diverse Clusters with programmed thresholds) 

3. Flexibility
 (Enables Diversity) 

4. Zoning x Private x Public 
 (Giving ownership to thresholds)
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Temporality Scale 

Large Medium Small
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Figure: São Paulo Climate Source: https://weatherspark.com/y/30268/Average-Weather-in-S%C3%A3o-
Paulo-Brazil-Year-Round#Figures-Temperature
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GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion

Ground Floor (25)

The In-betweenZEIS 1 

Resillience and EfficencyResillience

ZEIS 4 

Efficency  

GSEducationalVersion

Story (1) 1:200

GSEducationalVersion

GSEducationalVersion
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Figure: “Paraisópolis Housing” by Fabio Knoll (2011), Source: https://
divisare.com/projects/221586-elito-arquitetos-fabio-knoll-paraisopolis-

housing

The City of Walls 
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Figure: “Paraisópolis Condominium by ETELITO ARQUITETOS(2011), Source: Author, 2023
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Figure 6: “Paraisópolis Condominium by ETELITO ARQUITETOS(2011), Source: Author, 2023
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3D OVERVIEW
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Figure: “Chacara do Conde vs Grajaú” Source: RobbertLaan, HuubFenten and SanetteSchreurs (2023)

1
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Figure: “Chacara do Conde vs Grajaú” Source: RobbertLaan, HuubFenten and SanetteSchreurs (2023)
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2
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Figure: “Chacara do Conde vs Grajaú” Source: RobbertLaan, HuubFenten and SanetteSchreurs (2023)
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2

3
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Hamada Farm 

Figure: GeoSampa, s,v, “ZEIS 1 and ZEIS 4,” accessed January 15, 2023, 
https://geosampa.prefeitura.sp.gov.br/PaginasPublicas/_SBC.aspx
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Generic Axonometry (64) 1:100
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Ventilation of Wet Spaces
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Generic Perspective (5)

Local Tecniques

Figure : “Chácara do Conde ” (2022) Source: 
https://arquiteturajaa.com.br/

Figure: Hollow
Ceramic Block and pre-cast concrete beam 
floor system. Source: https://www.archdaily.
com/531253/case-study-the-unspoken-rules-

of-favela-construction
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Walter Benjamin developed the 
phrase der Schwellenzauber (thresh-
old magic), where he often tells the 
reader about the enchanting effect 
of thresholds. According to Walter 

Benjamin, the threshold is a magical 
zone of transition. It is an interval be-
tween things in space and time. A 

medium that allows entry and opens 
the possibility of being in between two 

worlds at once.

Figure:  Walter Benjamin: https://www.ft.com/
content/04f63124-69ea-11e6-ae5b-a7cc5dd5a28c

Threshold Magic




