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2.1 The city of utrecht and the location of Overvecht and Vechtzoom-zuid.
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Hanne Obbink (2021) in: Trouw, https://
www.trouw.nl/nieuws/naoorlogse-woonwij-

ken-niet-meer-van-deze-tijd~bfb94c99/  
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Ministerie van Binnelandse zaken en koninkrijksrelaties (2020)  Leefbarometer

LIVEABILITY INDEX 
UTRECHT
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5,6 7,3

Grade: general neighbourhood opinion of 
the inhabitants

UtrechtOvervecht

4,9 5,8

Grade: Social coheision

UtrechtOvervecht

CBS (2017)

Gemeene Utrecht (2021) Inwonersenquete

46%

30%

51,8

38,0

Overvecht Utrecht

CBS (2017) Utrecht in Cijfers

Basis Registratie Personen (2021) 
Bevolking, Utrecht in Cijfers
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Ministerie van Binnelandse zaken en koninkrijksrelaties (2020)  Leefbarometer

LIVEABILITY IDEX OVERVECHT

Central Spaces, P5 Presentation  Paula Nooteboom, 4558901	  

CONTEXT     PROBLEM ANALYSIS     PROBLEM STATEMENT     RESEARCH QUESTIONS     SOCIAL COHESION     THEN VS NOW     FUTURE SCENARIOS     DESIGN CONCEPT     PROPOSAL     CONCLUSION



Vechtzoom zuid Utrecht

4%

11%

17%

11%

Vechtzoom zuid Utrecht

38%

18%

46%

30%
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Rob de Lange (2020)  Probleemwijk Overvecht: strijd om leefbaarheid en omzet, 
in: Financieel dagblad

Duic (2021)  Steeds meer leegstand en problemen bij winkelgebieden in Utrecht
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“The supply is meagre and the quality poor.  

Measures must be taken to remedy the vacancy,  

property owners must do something about the 
appearance of the buildings.”

“It was once lively, but that is no 
longer the case ”

“Nuisance is tackled, but a week later 
it's back to business as usual”
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The rise of Ecommerce Covid-19 Pandemic

I&O Research, BRO en Bureau Stedelijke Planning (2022) Koopstromenonderzoek
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PROBLEM STATEMENT
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RESEARCH QUESTIONS
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SQ 1: SOCIAL COHESION
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SQ 3 & 4: THEN VS NOW
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-Spaces for Work (for-
mal or informal)

-Spaces for spors

FAMILY

QUARTER FACILITIES

NEIGHBOURHOOD 
FACILITIES

- Familiy Apartments
- Family homes

- Playgrounds
- Schools

Family central More elderly, singles and cultures

- Mixed housing
- life cycle compatible
- More diversity

NEW NEEDS

-Meeting spaces
-Community spaces
-health care

+

+

+
-SHOPS 
-SPORTFIELDS

THEN NOW
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Household composition in the neighbourhood Vecht-
zoom-Zuid. Source: CBS (2022)

Origin of the inhabitants of the neighbourhood Vecht-
zoom-Zuid. Source: CBS (2022)

44%
56%

Native
Migration 
Background

Migration background of the inhabitants of the neigh-
bourhood Vechtzoom-Zuid. Source: CBS (2022)

Stage of life comparison between the municipality of Utrecht, the city district Overvecht and the neighbourhood Vechtzoom-Zuid. Source: CBS (2022)
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•	 Top down planning makes collective and unity

•	 System construction and repetition is quick

•	 Dwellings are bigger than before

•	 People want their own identity

•	 Repetition makes the neighbourhood by foot 		

	 unrecogniseable

THEN NOW
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THEN NOW

•	 Spacious public space

•	 Used as a collective

•	 Excess of public spaces

•	 Collective spaces are not used / there is no function

•	 No clear boudaries

Central Spaces, P5 Presentation  Paula Nooteboom, 4558901

CONTEXT     PROBLEM ANALYSIS     PROBLEM STATEMENT     RESEARCH QUESTIONS      SOCIAL COHESION      THEN VS NOW     FUTURE SCENARIOS     DESIGN CONCEPT     PROPOSAL     CONCLUSIONCONTEXT     PROBLEM ANALYSIS     PROBLEM STATEMENT     RESEARCH QUESTIONS      SOCIAL COHESION      THEN VS NOW     FUTURE SCENARIOS     DESIGN CONCEPT     PROPOSAL     CONCLUSION



THEN NOW

•	 Dwelling / living within the neighbourhood unit

•	 Working outside the neigbhourhood

•	 Car as a means of transportation

•	 Residents stay more within their neighbourhood

•	 More activity around house / within the neighbourhood
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•	 Great accessibility for the car

•	 Entrances from parking lots

•	 Big distances by foot

•	 ‘Dreven’ as barriers

THEN NOW
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THEN NOW
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SQ 4: FUTURE SCENARIOS
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SCENARIO PROCESS

Central Spaces, P5 Presentation  Paula Nooteboom, 4558901



DRIVERS OF CHANGE
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Elderly and families with migration 
background

VISION

Elderly
Singles

People with migration background

DEMOGRAPHICAL COMPOSITION

NEED FOR A CENTER
MOBILITY TRANSITION

WEALTH

Needed for social cohesion More slow traffic
More shared mobility

Car less, but not gone, combined with new mobility

Housing for low income groups
But keeping the social climbers
 Making housing career possible
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RUN SHOPPING FUN SHOPPING

•	 Online shopping + Delivery

•	 Online weekly groceries 

•	 Pick up stores

•	 Quick service deliveries

•	 Combining shopping with other activities

•	 Going outside for meeting people

•	 Tasting, feeling and smelling

WAY OF SHOPPING

LOW DENSIFICATION HIGH DENSIFICAITON

•	 Same amount of people using the 

shopping center

•	 More people using the shopping center

•	 More amenities needed

POPULATION DENSITY / URBANITY
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FOUR  EXTREME SCENARIO ‘S
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RECREATIONAL SHOPPINGTRANSPORT HUB

FOR AND THROUGH NEIGHBOURHOOD PICK UP AND LIVING
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SQ 5: DESIGN CONCEPT
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DESIGN GOAL
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ACCESIBLE
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Breaking through the zones

Connecting the green and the center
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Breaking through the zones

Create New slow traffic routing

Connecting the green and the center
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DIFFERENT PLACEMENT OF BUS STOP
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Reduce boundaries of the car
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Reduce boundaries of the car & bus

SHARED SPACE ON THE EDGES
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Create different spaces with  different identities

Break through the zones
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Implement green spaces Green should have a function connecting the green and center Solutions for water drainage 
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SQ 6: TRANSFORMATION PROPOSAL
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Higher population density in the area

Create new dwelling types

Housing stock should be more mixed

Create new east west routing

Create different spaces with different forms

Collective spaces should have clear Boundaries
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Create new dwelling types for making housing career 

Housing stock should be more mixed

Activate Plinth

 De winnende inzending van de Open Oproep Gezinsappartementen. Elke woning heeft twee verdiepin-
gen en is gelegen aan een een 'straat'. Overgenomen van: Boodt & Van Holten (z.d.)
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Public plinth No Backsides Eyes on the street
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SHARED STREET
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TINY FOREST
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Tiny forest Cremertuin, Source: Instituut voor natuureducatie en 
duurzaamheid. 2017. Tiny forest-Iedere buurt zijn eigen bos..

Tiny forest Bosch van Wijk, Utrecht, Source: Instituut voor na-
tuureducatie en duurzaamheid. 2017. Tiny forest-Iedere buurt zijn 

eigen bos..

Tiny forest Muziekplein, Utrecht, Source: Instituut voor natuure-
ducatie en duurzaamheid. 2017. Tiny forest-Iedere buurt zijn eigen 

bos..
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Rob de Lange (2020)  Probleemwijk Overvecht: strijd 
om leefbaarheid en omzet, in: Financieel dagblad

Chris van Mersbergen (2020)  In de Utrechtse wijk 
overvecht is van alles niet pluis in: Algemeen Dagblad
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THEN NOW

•	 Amenities situated facing green

•	 Amenities accesible via green
•	 More initiatives and amenties spread out

•	 Backsides towards the green
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SLOW TRAFFIC ROUTING THAT IS EFFICIENT AND ATTRACTIVE
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THE BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC SPACE SHOULD BE EASILY 
ADAPTABLE INTO OTHER FUNCTIONS

Central Spaces, P5 Presentation  Paula Nooteboom, 4558901

CONTEXT     PROBLEM ANALYSIS     PROBLEM STATEMENT     RESEARCH QUESTIONS      SOCIAL COHESION      THEN VS NOW     FUTURE SCENARIOS     DESIGN CONCEPT     PROPOSAL     CONCLUSIONCONTEXT     PROBLEM ANALYSIS     PROBLEM STATEMENT     RESEARCH QUESTIONS      SOCIAL COHESION      THEN VS NOW     FUTURE SCENARIOS     DESIGN CONCEPT     PROPOSAL     CONCLUSION



MAKE SPACES WITH DIFFERENT FORMS AND IDENTI-
TIES AS CONDITIONS FOR BOTH SCENARIOS
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FLEXIBILITY

NEW COLLECTIVE SPACES WITH DIF-
FERENT CHARACTERISTICS
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CENTRAL CYCLING STREET
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OUTCOME

RUN SHOPPING FUN SHOPPING

•	 Most efficient routing towards pick up points / 

shops Online weekly groceries 

•	 Pick up stores are small, storage can be outside 

the center. 

•	 Public space needs parking spaces, bike parkings 

•	 Infrastructure organised for the deliveries

•	 Most attractiver routing towards shops

•	 Center needs a lot of space for all the other func-

tions combined with shopping

•	 Tasting, feeling and smelling

•	 Public space needs sitting places, terraces etc

•	 Infrastructure focussed on slow traffic
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