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‘‘Until the story of the hunt is told by the lion, 

the tale of the hunt will always glorify the hunter”

Ewe, Mina proverb (Achebe, 1958)
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Ota Benga
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[re]framing  the  na  tive
rra

storytelling ‘otherwise’ for a just forestry 
economy in Kampala’s city region

Shinnosuke Albert Wasswa
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a story of capitalism

Kampala & its city region
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Source: https://www.nationsonline.org/oneworld/map/google_map_Kampala.htm
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Problem field - City region
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Problem field - City region
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Problem field - Beyond the city region



15 

Kanungu

Ruhija

Buhoma

Kisoro

Problem field - Beyond the city region
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Farther away, natural forests that still exist have been granted the status of 
‘protected’ NPs and FRs, in accessible to communities and even the original forest 
dwellers. The Batwa, many now in Kisoro, have been devastated.

Source: https://www.amboseliparkkenya.com/mgahinga-gorilla-national-park-uganda-where-gold-meets-silver/

Problem field - Beyond the city region
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Source: https://www.amboseliparkkenya.com/mgahinga-gorilla-national-park-uganda-where-gold-meets-silver/ Source: https://www.africa-press.net/uganda/all-news/court-faults-govt-for-failing-to-pay-batwa-during-eviction

Farther away, natural forests that still exist have been granted the status of 
‘protected’ NPs and FRs, in accessible to communities and even the original forest 
dwellers. The Batwa, many now in Kisoro, have been devastated.

Problem field - Beyond the city region
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But how did this come to be?

a story of alienation

the forest people & colonialisation
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Great lakes Twa

Luba-Hemba Twa

Bangweulu Twa
Mweru Twa

Kasai Twa

Mongo Twa

Self-governing autonomous communities

The Twa people
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Traditional forest management
Stories, oral instructions and 
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Source: https://batwaexperience.org/?attachment_id=400

Colonisation & marginalisation



23 

18
94

18
97

Pre-colonial era Colonial era

Land regulations
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Bwindi & other forests become Kasatoro 
& Kayonza Crown forest reserves.

Animal Sanctuary
The reserves are additionally 
gazetted as gorilla sanctuaries.

Buganda agreement
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Colonisation & marginalisation
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National planning & policy

coloniality
globalisation

conservation policy

National economy

urbanisation

wood demand

deforestation local economy tourism

social & epistemic injustice

tree plantations

‘Development’ agenda

CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA, 1995
(with amendments through 2017)

Third Schedule.
article 10(a).

Uganda’s Indigenous communities as at 1st Febraury, 1926

no definition, no recognition of rights

1. Acholi
2. Aliba
3. Alur
4. Aringa
5. Baamba
6. Babukusu
7. Babwisi
8. Bafumbira
9. Baganda
10. Bagisu
11. Bagungu
12. Bagwe
13. Bagwere
14. Bahehe
15. Bahororo
16. Bakenyi
17. Bakiga
18. Bakonzo
19. Banyabindi
20. Banyabutumbi
21. Banyankore
22. Banyara
23. Banyaruguru
24. Banyarwanda
25. Banyole
26. Banyoro
27. Baruli
28. Barundi
29. Basamia
30. Basoga
31. Basongora
32. Batagwenda
33. Batoro

34. Batuku
35. Batwa
36. Chope
37. Dodoth
38. Ethur
39. Gimara
40. Ik (Teuso)
41. Iteso
42. Jopadhola
43. Jie
44. Jonam
45. Kakwa
46. Karimojong
47. Kebu (Okebu)
48. Kuku
49. Kumam
50. Langi
51. Lendu
52. Lugbara
53. Madi
54. Mening
55. Mvuba
56. Napore
57. Ngikutio
58. Nubi
59. Nyangia
60. Pokot
61. Reli
62. Sabiny
63. Shana
64. So (Tepeth)
65. Vonoma

Problem field - Conclusion
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Research question
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How can a local narrative, based on storytelling otherwise, be 
leveraged to envision a just forest economy in Kampala’s city region?

Research question
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How can a local narrative, based on storytelling otherwise, be 
leveraged to envision a just forest economy in Kampala’s city region?

outcome

product

method

Research question
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How can a local narrative, based on storytelling otherwise, be 
leveraged to envision a just forest economy in Kampala’s city region?

method

Storytelling as a method
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Source: https://www.varsityscope.com/2022/05/the-joys-of-african-storytelling.html

Storytelling as a method
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Storytelling

Oppression

coloniality epistemic violence

Storytelling as a method
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Storytelling

Oppression

Emanicipation

justice

reparation

unlearning colonial vision

practice

theory generation

pedagogy

coloniality epistemic violence

Transformation

Storytelling as a method
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Storytelling

Oppression

Emanicipation

justice

reparation

unlearning colonial vision

practice

theory generation

pedagogy

coloniality epistemic violence

Transformation

Self-determination

Activism

Storytelling as a method
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stories of the human

the children of the forest
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stories of the human

the children of the forest



38 Photo by Busingye Kagonyera



39 

Process of forest production
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Photo by Busingye Kagonyera
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Settlement patterns
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Dwellings



43 Photo by Busingye Kagonyera
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Material culture



45 Photo by Busingye KagonyeraPhoto by Busingye KagonyeraPhoto by Busingye Kagonyera

Material culture
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stories of the ‘more-than-human’

the children of the city
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Territorialised forestry practices



49 Source: https://www.cifor.org/es/knowledge/photo/35538070483/

City - Consumption landscape



50 Photo by Busingye Kagonyera

City region - Production landscape



51 Photo by Busingye Kagonyera

Beyond the city region - Production & conservation
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Video - max 1 minute
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Survival outside the forest Settlement camps Craftmaking for tourists

Photo by Busingye Kagonyera Source: http://www.face-music.ch/fotosuganda/batwapeople2/batwakisoro.html Source: theugandatrips.com

What is the life of the Batwa like?
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Survival outside the forest Settlement camps Craftmaking for tourists

Photo by Busingye Kagonyera Source: http://www.face-music.ch/fotosuganda/batwapeople2/batwakisoro.html Source: theugandatrips.com

What is the life of the Batwa like?
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stories of change

a manifesto
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unearthing stories 
of resistance

co-constructing 
stories of change

collating a manifesto 
for change

Decolonising forest culture
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Semantic analysis

resistant text

interviews
documentaries

songs
texts

demandsvalues

actions

emotions

vision

Once caught, they are seriously beaten. Even if there was a ranger here, I would 

declare loudly that I am a Mutwa and make him understand that they are 

preventing me from accessing my property, our land.We are aggrieved. So if they 

can’t give our forest back, they should compensate us for the damages.’’
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Manifesto
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60 

we demand...

Photos by Busingye Kagonyera, Other source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ITzWIBHEPqA&list=LL&index=8
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62 Source: https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/uganda-antigay-law-1.6857762



63 Source: https://adelaidefilmfestival.org/investment-fund-slate/2017/after-the-apology/



64 Source: https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/partner/united-organisation-batwa-development-uganda-uobdu



65 Source: https://www.forestpeoples.org/en/partner/united-organisation-batwa-development-uganda-uobdu



66 Source: https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/batwa-tribe-uganda
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Our Roadmap
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Thank you for your attention!

Webare munonga!


