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documentary – research framework – design as care – conclusions/reflections 



“I am river, am I?” is a recollection of gathered river voices in Indonesia. The Anthropocene put the lifeline of 
our Earth, the river, in demand to restore its altered state. We do not see the river as we used before. Massive 

exploitation and irresponsible human actions change its life mentally and physically. Gathering all hope from 
our wisdom and current generations, this project seeks an absolution from the rivers.



for online attendees, in case your bandwidth is limited and will make the Zoom video stutter, you can try to stream through this QR code





part 01 – listening to river
rights of the river

research framework 

part 02 – the new raw
altered river / altered people

semiotic analysis of river

part 03 – critical form
fine-tuning the river through systemic transects

part 04 – dialogue of care
reprojected fine-tuning

spatio-temporal assemblages

conclusion + reflections



part 01 – listening to the river















changes in river cycles









How can the right of nature recontextualise the relationship 
between humans and nature in Yogyakarta’s river basin territories 
through spatial embodiment?





part 02 – the new raw



what is river?



a theory of sign production
(Umberto Eco, 1976)



archive is a reservoir of human 
expression and evolution, a precious
inheritance from the past 
(Derrida, 1995).













semiotics analysis





restore signified meaning of the river





a project to care our ‘veins’























“That’s why the clean water (from spring and river) that we 
use must be clean again, at least lower the pollution particles. 
Humans and water are in harmony because, in adat 
(tradition), humans, nature, plants and water are in harmony. 
A state of balance”

Ijat, indigeneous resident of Naga Village



part 03 – critical forms







empathy

programme

mental recognition





























status quo

temporal frame



status quo potentials

temporal frame

discover way to relive the river



compromisestatus quo potentials

build empathy – act of care

temporal frame



learning from Japan

compromisestatus quo potentials maximise

program changes – total finetuning

temporal frame



compromisestatus quo potentials maximise synergise

dialogue of care

temporal frame







part 04 – dialogue of care









decentering ethics
(Bellacasa, 2017)



river as temporal beings



































weaving the actors—collective responsibility



redefining collective
(Bellacasa, 2017)













conclusion and evaluations



how do we advocate more-than-human—through design?









thank you!
“Our fatal shortcomings as human beings have been
that we treat the earth as just an object”
—Nasaruddin Umar
Grand Imam of Istiqlal Mosque Jakarta
Interview with New York Times 04/17/2024
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