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1.Introduction
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"The city, ancient or modern, has some characteristics that define it forever: the 
street, the square, the public buildings, the residences, have established between 
them, through a slow and uninterrupted process, laws of  composition..."

                                                                                                                  Ellin,1999   
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1.1 Motivation
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?

? ?

Vacant
Full

Messy traffic
No visual guide

The absence of  identifiable elements
No quilified public space
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You  shou ld 
pay for it.

You should 
pay for it!

Green Space

Canal

F r i e n d l y 
locals

Livey Trading

Art

Open and 
Free Atmosphere
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1.2 Problem Statement
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Vison 2040

1. Rolling out city center 2 .  Interweav ing  the  metropol i t an 
landscape and the city

3. The rediscovery of  the 
waterfront 4. Internationalization of  the Southern 

Flank
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1.3 Research Objective

Robust

Resilience Updating
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Find a balance between crowds and limited city space 
to enable the city continue on its own process as a complex ensemble 
with different flow, different elements, and structuring different 
orders to reveal its beauty
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1.4 Research Question

How to form a sustainable 
and dynamic cityscape by 
designing adaptive public 
space?

Urban Function                                                                                      People                                                
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Sustainable and Dynamic:
The sense of  place is legiable during the succession of  cityscape.

Adaptive space:
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Basic Information
	 Where do people go in Amsterdam centre?
	 What should be the identity of  Amsterdam centre?
	 What are the components of  Amsterdam centre?
	 What may be the possible future for Amsterdam centre?

Theoretical background
	 How to categorize the built environment and people?
	 What influences people's movement or social behavior?
	 What influence the sense of  place perceived by people? 

Application
	 How can adaptive cityscape distribute people?
	 How can limited space provide legible sense of  place? 

Reflection
	 How to make it feasible?
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2. Large Scale Site Definition
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2.1 Surrounding Connection
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Bike  t r ip  in 
cannal area

Bike  t r ip  in 
old city

Hop-on hop-
off  boat Cruise Tour Bus

2.2 Problematic Site Located
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Street Square

2.3 Land Use Analysis
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3. Urban Assembles Analysis
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3.1 Layers during Urban Succession
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Streets

Squares

Buildings

Water

Buildings Public Space

People Movement

3.2 Existing Assembles
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3.3 Buildings
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Religion/Education

Acativities Public transportationCommercial Use

Residential Use

3.3 Typology of  Building



21/100

Commercial Use Commercial UseAcativities Acativities

Public Transportation Public TransportationReligion/Education Religion/Education

Residential Use Residential Use
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Conclusion
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3.4 Squares
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Enclosed Square

Dominated Square

Linked Square

3.4 Typology of  Square
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Conclusion
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3.5 Street
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3.5.1 Street Structure
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3.5.2 Typology of  Street
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3.5.3 Street Traffic Analysis
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Residential are & Commercial area

Main Street & Local Street

Commercial area & Commercial area

3.5.4 Horizontal Alley Analysis
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3.6 Conclusion
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3.6.1 Mental Map
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?

                                        Single Centre

Disconnected public space

Information-lacking space

3.6.2 Problematic
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3.7 People Analysis
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What attracts you to go 
to Amsterdam?

4.1 Purposes
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4.2 Urban Partition
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Old City

Urban Boulevard 

Canal Area
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3.8 Flood Risk Analysis
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Sewer System



41/100

4. Structural Proposal
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4.1 The Flow of  Traffic
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4.1.1 Reorganize the public transportation
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Municipality of  Amsterdam
Project: Red Carpet
Source:https://www.amsterdam.nl/projecten/rodeloper/

4.1.2.1 Red Carpet
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Parking Garage

Underground Bike Parking

Municipality of  Amsterdam
Project: Project 1020
Source:https://www.amsterdam.nl/projecten/project-1012/

4.1.2.2 Bike Storage
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4.1.3 TOD
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4.2 The Flow of  People
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New Gateway

Interconnected public space

4.2.1 Internal Public Space
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4.2.2 Internal Network
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4.2.3 Pepople Movement Concept
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4.3 The Flow of  Water
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Water Elements

Street Creek

Pervious Strip

Flow-through Planter

Flow-through Planter

Permeable Pavement

Street Creek

Street Creek

Water Square

Collection Purification Reusing Drainage
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5. Structure Application
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Wester Park

Vondel Park
Museum Plaza

Eye Film Museum

NEMO Museum
Artis Zoo
Botanical Garden
National Marinetime Museum
Verzets Museum
Micropia
Oosterkerk

5.1 Large Scale
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5.2 Medium Scale
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6. Local Analysis and Landscape Design



59/100

6.1 Two Interventions
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6.2 Central Station Area
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6.2.1 From History to Future
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Station Island

Riding the Wave
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Old City Canal Walk

Church Square

Recreational linked Square

Station Square

Church Square

Recreational linked Square

Station Square

Isolated

Comprehensive Entirety

6.2.2 Connection Problems
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For most human beings, the primary way of  knowing the ma-
terial world is through vision; the simple act of  opening ones 
eyes and looking at an object, a scene, a horizon. 

Harris and Fairchild Ruggles (2007)
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6.2.3 Vision Research
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×14

18 50
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× 24

× 10

× 17

× 1

× 1

× 1

Coherence

Legibility

Complexity

Mystery
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6.2.4 Visually Controlled Movement -- Focus
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Social Amsterdam Culture Amsterdam

Nature Amsterdam

Potential Area

Connected 
Route
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Node

Gathering 
Area

Choosing Area

Enjoy CultureEnjoy Social

Enjoy 
Nature
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? ? ?

6.2.5 People’s Behaviour Analysis
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6.2.6 Tri-Angles



74/100

1

2
3

4

13

15

5

6

14

14

9

10
8

12

11

16

7

1. Amsterdam Centre Station
2.Station Square
3.Waterfront Plaze
4.Tourists Information Center
5.Outdoor Cafe
6.Wave Bridge
7.Waterfront wood platform
8.Understory Cafe
9.Church Square
10.The Nicolas Church
11.Fountain Plaza
12.Ulmus Avenue
13.Tram Station
14.Quay
15.Clycling Path
16.Underground Bike Storage
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6.2.7 Master Plan
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Buildings

Water

Public Space

Vegetation

Transportation

Wooden Walkway

Green Patch

Pavement

Structural Connection

Traffic Connection

Waterfront Connection

Guide

Color: Ripple of  Water
Shape: Imitation of  Canal Structure 

in Amsterdam

6.2.8 Structure Analysis
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6.2.9 Traffic Junction
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Solitary Tree

Tree Line/Tree Patch

Tree Line/Tree Dot

5m 8m 15m

Ulmus 'Frontier' Ulmus Hollandica 'Vegeta' Ulmus Hollandica ‘Belgica’

6.2.10 Tree Analysis
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6.2.11 Tree Composition Section
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6.2.12 Waterfront Design
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6.2.13 Bird View
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6.2.14 Structural Organization
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6.2.15 Visual Sequence
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6.2.16 Predicted Future
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6.3 Damrak Street
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6.3.1 Structure
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Paving

Water Features

Planting

Axe Pedestri
an Flow

Water fe
atures Pedestri

an Flow

Alley Junction Pedestri
an Flow

6.3.2 Pedestrian Flow Analysis
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6.3.3 Water Management
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6.3.4 Horizontal Connection Analysis
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6.3.5 The Junction
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7. Conclusion
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7.2 Appliable Principle

New centres

Organize connections

New gateways

Recover public space

Visual Landscape
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Thank You! 


