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I don’t know where 
to live. Maybe 
Midden-Delfland?

and you’re killing MY 
flowers

you’re taking MY 
brood site

you’re poisening MY 
waters

you’re killing MY 
underwater plants

We were here first...BUT WHAT ABOUT US? 

THE MIDDEN-DELFLAND SMALL FIVE

you’re salinizating 
MY waters



Over the past 50 years

BUT WHAT’S HAPPENING RIGHT NOW?

-85%
freshwater species

-69%
terrestial species

-56%
marine species

73% 
decline of  monitored 

wildlife species

Mass extintion of 
coral reef

destruction of fisheries 
and the loss of coastal 
protection against storms

would result in the release 
of CO2, changing weather 
patterns worldwide

would disrupt weather 
patterns in Europe and 
North America

Death of the Amazon 
rainforest

Collapse sub 
polar gyre

Which can lead to tipping points

WHAT DOES THE SMALL FIVE NEED?



helophyte filter

10 m5 m0 m
SCALE 1:100GROUND FLOOR

GFA 53 m2

gross floor area
GFA 55 m2

gross floor area

GFA 44 m2

gross floor area

GFA 47 m2

gross floor area

skylight

skylight

skylightskylight

skylight

skylight

skylight
skylight

GFA 50 m2

gross floor area

GFA 53 m2

gross floor area

GFA 61 m2

gross floor area

community space 1
guestroom
GFA 52 m2

gross floor area

community space 2
guestroom
GFA 42 m2

gross floor area

move volumes around the site. 
elevation determines the position

nest locations determine the 
building height

elevate the building to prevent 
flooding

add pathway around the building 
volumes

add  a emergency and service 
route

cut volumes around waterways, 
keep  ditches open

community spaces  on  platform

return the old Dutch swamp 
landscape to return biodiversity

bleed the swamp landscape into 
the polder landscape

add helophyte filters 30 m15 m0 m
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inner facade

outer facade

native vegetation, returing 
biodivesity to the land, 
reducing the amount of 
‘grassphalt in the polder.

vegetation rods 
are alternated with 
downpipes, these lead 
to the reflection pond, 
leading to the surface

green ‘curtain’  provides 
shaded private teracces

foodforest with combined 
community space. Edible 
plants for the early 
bumble bee and humans

green facade and 
roof merge into the 
grass landscape

‘photoframe’ in facade, 
sightlines around the 
ditches remain visible.

native vegetation, 
returing biodivesity to the 
land, reducing the amount 
of ‘grassphalt in the polder.

‘photoframe’ in facade, 
sightlines around the 
ditches remain visible.

blue panels provide 
nesting places for 
the early bumblebee

plants around 
waterways stimulate 
a suitable living place 
for the hairy dragonfly 
and the bitterling.

variable roof height, 
based on the distance 
to the nest of the black-
tailed godwit. minimum 
3,2 m, maximum 14 m

green roof merges into 
the polder landscape 
from above, reducing 
visual disturbance for 
the black-tailed godwit.

foodforest with 
combined community 
space. Edible plants 
for the early bumble 
bee and humans

bitterlingblack-tailed godwitnatterjack toad early bumblebeehairy dragonfly

tints from each animal are 
represented in the facade. 
The bottom layer consists 
of recycled plastic sheets on 
which a translucent one is 
assed, creating a large range 
of colours, repesenting the 
small alterations in each animal.

blue tints only on south facades 
as the early is more attracted to 
the colour blue and uses it to find 
nesting spots as well bumble bee 


