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SPACES FOR DEMOCRACY
A critical relfection on methodologies to explore the 

role of the urban designer in a democracy

P5 PRESENTATION MARIEKE RUSSCHEN - MSC URBANISM - TRANSITIONAL TERRITORIES - 23-06-’25
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01. Research incentive | What does this image mean for the way we design our cities?
NO

S 
Ni

eu
w

s &
 N

O
S 

Ni
eu

w
s. 

(2
02

5,
 J

an
ua

ry
 11

). R
ui

m
 70

0 
aa

nh
ou

di
ng

en
 b

ij d
em

on
st

ra
tie

 E
xt

in
ct

io
n 

Re
be

llio
n 

op
 A

12
. N

O
S.

 h
tt

ps
://

no
s.n

l/a
rt

ik
el

/2
55

13
20

-r
ui

m
-7

00
-a

an
ho

ud
in

-
ge

n-
bi

j-d
em

on
st

ra
tie

-e
xt

in
ct

io
n-

re
be

llio
n-

op
-a

12

Protest of Extinction Rebelion on the A12 highway, The Hague
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Rode Lijn Protest for Palestina, The Hague, 15-06’25
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01. Research incentive | What does this image mean for the way we design our cities?
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01. Research incentive | What does this image mean for the way we design our cities?

The Grand Park in LA, called ‘The Park for Everyone’, designed by RIOS Imagines, pink furniture line created during the protests in LA, 
14-06-’25, Photo by David Ryder —AFP/Getty Images
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Library on the Canadian-USA border: Canadians cannot acces the building via the main entrance any longer due to USA policy on 
border control, Guardian, 21-03-’25
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01. Research incentive | What does this image mean for the way we design our cities?
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Least to most democratic

01. Research incentive | Looks like there are no issues in Western Europe, right?
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01. Research incentive | BUT: Democracy in the west is under pressure
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URBAN DESIGNER

01. Research incentive | What does this mean for the role of the urban designer?
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What is Urbanism? The TU Delft website explains!
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01. Research incentive | What does this all mean for the way we design our cities?
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‘’Ethically, painful and uncomfortable encounters 
with those who differ are the only ways in which 
individuals learn modesty. ‘’

‘’As urban democracy threatened the privileges of the new 
ruling class, that class prevented it from being born. How? By 
expelling from the urban centre and the city itself the 
proletariat, by destroying ‘urbanity’.’’

‘’Geography is a defining feature of social life 
just as social relations is a defining feature of 
geographical space. Relations between people 
always occur somewhere: in a place, a location, 
a domain, an arena, a situation. No description 
of a social circumstance is complete without a 
spatial component.’’

‘’A freeway is the residue of movement and commercial 
exchange. But a tree contains only very few such units — so that 
in a tree-like city only a very few of its systems can have a 
physical counterpart. Thousands of important systems have no 
physical counterpart.’’

‘‘Geography is a defining feature of social life just as social 
relations is a defining feature of geographical space. Relations 
between people always occur somewhere: in a place, a location, 
a domain, an arena, a situation. No description of a social 
circumstance is complete without a spatial component.’’ 

- Patrick M. Jenlink

‘‘If we see like a city the places we inhabit, the vulnerabilities of our bodies within 
them, become a source, stake and setting for democratic politics. Politics and 
the struggle for democracy begins in the socio-materiality of where we live, 
work, play and rest. It is from these locations of everyday life that urbanisation is 
understood and felt.’’ - Ross Beveridge & Philippe Koch

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| What is the link between urban design & democracy?
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02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Introducing the Case: The Hague

What other spaces can we identify, apart from spacces of protest and governmental buildings? 
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02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Introducing the conceptual perspective: 
The Radical, Pluralist Democracy Model

Democracy as a Daily Life Practice, Pluralism is seen as a Base Condition
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‘How can spaces for a radical, pluralist 
democracy be identified, designed and used, 

in the context of The Hague?’

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Introducing the Main Question

01. RESEARCH INCENTIVE -  02. EXPLORING THE FUNDAMENTALS - 03. A METHODOLOGICAL EXPLORATION - 04. A GAZE THROUGH A CONSTRUCTED LENS - 05. CONCLUDING TRHOUGH ‘A’ DESIGN



14 96

‘How can spaces for a radical, pluralist 
democracy be identified, designed and used, 

in the context of The Hague?’

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Introducing the Main Question

METHODOLOGICAL FOCUS

BASED ON THE CRITICAL URBAN THEORY 
OF PETER MARCUSE
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DEMO-CRACY

‘Demos’:  Public or People

‘Kratia’, means power or rule.

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| What is Democracy?
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DEMO-CRACY

‘Demos’:  Public or People

‘Kratia’, means power or rule.

All people are free and equal

DEMO-CRACY

‘Demos’:  Public or People

‘Kratia’, means power or rule.

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| What is Democracy?02. Exploring the Fundamentals| What is Democracy?
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DEMOCRACY 
= 

AN IDEAL/CONSTRUCT

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| What is Democracy?
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Municipality| The Hague

Water Authories | Delfland

Provinces | Zuid-Holland

National | Tweede Kamer (House of Representatives)

European Union

Only people with Dutch passport can vote

Only people with Dutch passport can vote

Only people with European Citizenship can vote

Dutch or EU passport, or visa for + 5 years

Dutch or EU passport, or visa for + 5 years

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Status Quo of the Dutch System
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The Hague Central Station Tweede KamerRoyal Library and Literature museumNew Babylon Shopping Mall and Appartments

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Welcome to The Hague Central Station!
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02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Limitations of this System

Alfredo Jaar - One Million German Passports behind a Securty Wall : 
Pinakothek der Moderne, Munich, 2023.
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02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Constructing a ‘Lens’, A Conceptual Framework
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-TO OUR BELOVED GUESTS-

Please respect 
Our beautiful cuisines and 

Our skillfull bartenders
do not consume your own

drinks and food

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Constructing a ‘Lens’; Example 01.
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ANALYSE PROPOSE

EXPOSE
+

REFLECT

POLITICIZE

REFLECT
+

DISCLOSE
REFLECT

RESEARCH PROCESS <> PRODUCT

DESIGN PROCESS <> PRODUCT

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Methodological Framework based on Critical Urban Theory
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Literary review

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Operationalization of the Critical Urban Theory
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Literary review

Historical analysis Workshop on democracy as a daily life practice Fieldwork and street interviews Spatial analysis and research by design

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Operationalization of the Critical Urban Theory
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Literary review

Historical analysis Workshop on democracy as a daily life practice Fieldwork and street interviews Spatial analysis and research by design

Radical Spatial Imaginaries framework

FULL

Retrieved from Google Earth Retrieved from Google EarthRetrieved from Google Earth Retrieved from Google Earth

1. The Station 2.Tram track above Anna van Buerenplein 3.Anna van Buerenplein and access Tweede Kamer 4.Tweede Kamer and Prinses Irenepad

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Operationalization of the Critical Urban Theory
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Designing for democracy is a complex task and should be approached as 
an ongoing, open-ended dialogue

Design can be a tool for reflecting on present-day policies that limit the 
realization of the democratic ideal in today’s built environments

In a radical, pluralist democracy there are spaces for 
deliberation and discussion

In a radical, pluralist democracy, public space should be a space for 
free  expression

Identifying spaces for a radical, pluralist democracy requires thinking 
beyond the object it is about reading space through use, 
appropriation and affect, rather than fixed functions or forms

People should be able to act in space without the interference of insitutions

Those who own (private) space, have power over  (public) space

The presence of public space is essential to democracy, but its role depends
 on perspective; spaces are multiple, interconnected, and contested

Designers have to show how they make sense of the mess

Designing for the radical pluralist democracy is about an attitude

Reflection 01.

Reflection 02.

Reflection 03.

Reflection 04.

Reflection 05.

Reflection 06.

Reflection 07.

Reflection 08.

Reflection 09.

Reflection 10.

01. - 02. - 03. - 04. - 05. - 06. - 07. - 08. - 09. - 10. 03. A Methodological Exploration|  A set of Ten Critical Reflections

ANALYSE PROPOSE

EXPOSE
+

REFLECT

POLITICIZE

REFLECT
+

DISCLOSE
REFLECT

RESEARCH PROCESS <> PRODUCT

DESIGN PROCESS <> PRODUCT

ANALYSE PROPOSE

EXPOSE
+

REFLECT

POLITICIZE

REFLECT
+

DISCLOSE
REFLECT

RESEARCH PROCESS <> PRODUCT

DESIGN PROCESS <> PRODUCT
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01. - 02. - 03. - 04. - 05. - 06. - 07. - 08. - 09. - 10. 03. A Methodological Exploration|  ‘Designers don’t read’
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  ‘Designers don’t read’
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GUIDING THE PROCESS

CREATING A DESIGN

ACTUALISING THE DEMOCRATIC IDEAL

CITIZENS

URBAN DESIGNERS

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Conclusion after Literature Review; Role of the Designer
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A MULTITUDE OF SPACES

DIFFERENT TYPES AND SCALES

FOCUS ON COMMUNITY,
CREATING NETWORKS

MIXED IN FUNCTION

DYNAMIC: 
ADJUSTABLE IN TIME

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Conclusion after Literature Review; Spatial Dimension
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Designing for the
 Radical, Pluralist Democracy

Products of 
Design

Methods
of Design

Attitude in 
Design

Relation to 
others

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Conclusion after Literature Review
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  This is not soley a rational, technical question
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The Reflective Practitioner - Donald A. Schön

Or Urban Designers
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Conclusion after Literature Review

If this is not soley a technical question, 
but partly a matter of perspective; how 

should we approach the next steps? 
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Introducing the ‘Panel Strategy’
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Historical Analysis
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Historical Analysis: Overview

01. RESEARCH INCENTIVE -  02. EXPLORING THE FUNDAMENTALS - 03. A METHODOLOGICAL EXPLORATION - 04. A GAZE THROUGH A CONSTRUCTED LENS - 05. CONCLUDING TRHOUGH ‘A’ DESIGN



38 96

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Role of Powerstructures and Values in Urban Design
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Role of Powerstructures and Values in Urban Design
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Workshop Urban Design & Democracy
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Workshop Urban Design & Democracy; Panel Overview
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Exploring the Spatial Dimension
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Exploring the Spatial Dimension: Identifing a Growing Urgency
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De mensen in het land: Wat burgerschap eigenlijk (nog) is - Marlies Honingh, Henk den Uijl, Teun Toonen & Jessie Samwel, 2025
The Table of Citizenship

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Linking Conclusions back to Literature Findings

Deliberate

Act

Close to Home

Society as a Whole
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Visiting The Hague
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Interviews 

First field trip

Mapping fieldwork

Routes of fieldtrips

Overview of Interviews maps

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Visiting The Hague; Panel Overview
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Migration office has 
super small entry, 
with a blank public 
area in front

Monument has 
turned into a seating 
area, lots of people 
waiting on their own

Public space is 
covered by roof and 
static pillars, creates 
a very ‘in between 
space’ atmosphere

Building has two 
characters

People are in a rush

Pole full of stickers 
with political 
statements in front 
of station

03. A Methodological Exploration|  First Fieldtrip, Looking at the City Through a ‘Lens’
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Aknowledging my personal biases
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The Hague Central Station
Anna van Buerenplein

Prinses Irenepad

Temporary Tweede Kamer gebouw (House of Representatives)

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Interviews + Biases
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Subjective Mapping
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Research by Design
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The Hague Central Station Tweede KamerRoyal Library and Literature museumNew Babylon Shopping Mall and Appartments

03. A Methodological Exploration| Welcome to back to The Hague Central Station!
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Summary of design suggestions of interviews 

Notes on focuspoints for design fase 

Subjective mapping

Draft of RSI framework

First images for RSI

Inventory and conclusions on urban furniture

Design references

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Research by Design; Panel overview
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Understanding the Values Involved: Hufterproof Design
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Mapping the Interviews throug Design Explorations
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They should widen the 
streets if there is not 

enough room for 
protest!

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Introducing the concept of Radical Spatial Imaginaries
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Introducing the concept of Radical Spatial Imaginaries
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Introducing the concept of Radical Spatial Imaginaries

What if we would use design as a way to 
explore our findings through a spatial lens, 

instead of as a problem-solving tool?
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Introducing the concept of Radical Spatial Imaginaries

What if we would use design as a way to 
explore our findings through a spatial lens, 

instead of as a problem-solving tool?

Implementing the concept of the 
Radical Spatial Imaginaries
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04. A gaze through the constructed lens | Concluding with 10 Critical Reflections

Designing for democracy is a complex task and should be approached as 
an ongoing, open-ended dialogue

Design can be a tool for reflecting on present-day policies that limit the 
realization of the democratic ideal in today’s built environments

In a radical, pluralist democracy there are spaces for 
deliberation and discussion

In a radical, pluralist democracy, public space should be a space for 
free  expression

Identifying spaces for a radical, pluralist democracy requires thinking 
beyond the object it is about reading space through use, 
appropriation and affect, rather than fixed functions or forms

People should be able to act in space without the interference of insitutions

Those who own (private) space, have power over  (public) space

The presence of public space is essential to democracy, but its role depends
 on perspective; spaces are multiple, interconnected, and contested

Designers have to show how they make sense of the mess

Designing for the radical pluralist democracy is about an attitude

Reflection 01.

Reflection 02.

Reflection 03.

Reflection 04.

Reflection 05.

Reflection 06.

Reflection 07.

Reflection 08.

Reflection 09.

Reflection 10.
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04. A gaze through the constructed lens | Operationalizing the ‘Lens’ into a Design Framework
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CARECARE

EMPTY

FULL

RADICAL SPATIAL IMAGINARIES FRAMEWORK VIOLENCE

04. A gaze through the constructed lens | Operationalizing the ‘Lens’ into a Design Framework
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04. A gaze through the constructed lens | First Sketches
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CARECARE VIOLENCE

FULLEMPTY

04. A gaze through the constructed lens | First Sketches
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Retrieved from Google Earth
Retrieved from Google Earth

1. The Station 2.Tram track above Anna van Buerenplein

Retrieved from Google Earth Retrieved from Google Earth

3.Anna van Buerenplein and access Tweede Kamer 4.Tweede Kamer and Prinses Irenepad

ROUTE FROM STATION TO TWEEDE KAMER

1

2

3 4

04. A gaze through the constructed lens | A walk trough the Framework, 10 reflections
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Retrieved from Google Earth

04. A gaze through the constructed lens | Inside the Train Station

01. RESEARCH INCENTIVE -  02. EXPLORING THE FUNDAMENTALS - 03. A METHODOLOGICAL EXPLORATION - 04. A GAZE THROUGH A CONSTRUCTED LENS - 05. CONCLUDING TRHOUGH ‘A’ DESIGN



67 96

The presence of public space is essential to democracy, but its role depends
 on perspective; spaces are multiple, interconnected, and contested

Reflection 03.

Benches everywhere so 
everybody can sit down 

Tables for everyone, people 
can consume food they made 
at home or bought at the 
station

Chairs can be moved around, 
people can sit where ever they 
want to

Spaces can be used to
organize workshops and to 
meet up to do a hobby or to 
host a language learning café

Conversation starterConversation starter

FULL
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Retrieved from Google Earth

04. A gaze through the constructed lens | Walking outside, a Tram Viaduct 

01. RESEARCH INCENTIVE -  02. EXPLORING THE FUNDAMENTALS - 03. A METHODOLOGICAL EXPLORATION - 04. A GAZE THROUGH A CONSTRUCTED LENS - 05. CONCLUDING TRHOUGH ‘A’ DESIGN



69 96

No more noise pollution of the 
tram, creating a calmer 
environment. Tram is moved 
underground

Big trees are added to block 
wind bursts

Small glass house is added for 
the community

Trash is seperated and there is 
a separate bin with returnable 
cans and bottles for people 
who make their money from 
collecting those

Boie & De Cauter (2021)

 Haiven & Khasnabish (2010)

Bodnar (2015)

Designing for democracy is a complex task and should be approached as 
an ongoing, open-ended dialogue

Reflection 10.

FULL
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No more public transport, tram 
viaduct becomes a road for 
cars, resulting in less inclusive 
mobility infrastructure and  a 
more isolated means of travel

No more walking or biking 
paths, resulting in less healthy 
and more isolated means of 
travel. Also resulting in the 
erasure of public life, since 
benches or other urban 
furniture have to be removed 
to make room for car parking.

The previously public train 
station building becomes a 
highly exclusive mall

Prodemos is moved out of the 
building, since there is no more 
democracy, education on the 
topic is not necessary. 

The only bench left is made for 
a very specific body type and 
does not accomodate sleeping. 
When you sit for to long or 
during a time that is not 
allowed, the bench will move 
into the ground

Public squares are turned into 
exclusive outdoor restaurant 
area’s

Planters are added so no one 
can drive into the gate

Bodnar (2015)
Deutinger (2018)

Those who own (private) space, have power over  (public) spaceReflection 04.

VIOLENCE
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Retrieved from Google Earth

04. A gaze through the constructed lens | Walking outside, a Shopping Mall and Leiden University
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Removing the street bench, 
only leaving a mark of where it 
used to be: preventing social 
interactions from happening in 
public space

Only the bare minimum of 
public space is left: segrega-
ting  people

People only move by car, this 
way, they don’t have to look at 
eachother, just at eachothers 
cars

Loads of safety camera’s: area 
heavily monitored with
cameras, making anonymous 
protest impossible

Peoples movements are 
followed by spotlights, making 
people hyper aware of their 
own behaviour

Tweede Kamer is fenched off: 
no demonstratrations or 
protest allowed.. Only media 
that represent the voice of the 
parties in charge can enter, 
limiting  free speech

Trash bin is removed: could be 
used to put a bomb inside

Fench of café only allows to 
look from inside out. Only 
people with a certain profile 
are allowed to have a seat

Crazy hard sounds prevent 
social interactions

Extensive passport control: 
Only few are allowed to enter

Spikes are added to the 
planters, so no one can touch 
the trees or sit on the edge

FUCK  THIS  CAFÉ

All forms of resistance are 
removed 

Harvey (n.d.)

Bodnar (2015) Deutinger (2018) 

Those who own (private) space, have power over  (public) spaceReflection 04.

VIOLENCE
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No more commercial functions: 
dominating the form of public 
space

No more benches, street lights, 
street bricks, trashbins: no form 
is neutral

No more high rise: causing 
gusts of wind, resulting in an 
unpleasant climate

No more streetbricks: they 
cause heat stress and limit the 
amount of water the area can 
filtrate

Library can stay: Important 
space for free speech, open 
access to information and 
plays a role in fostering 
community

No facade: the facade is 
limiting people from accessing

University can stay: education 
is at the base of a healthy 
democracy

No more doors and gates, 
education becomes more 
accessible 

No more safety cameras: These 
are controlling and limiting free 
speech and the opportunity to 
protest freely

Tweede Kamer can stay: Has 
an important symbolic and 
deliberative function

People can bring their own 
furniture

Even street lantarns can be 
moved, this way people can 
adapt the space to their own 
needs

Till (2018)

Mouffe (2007)

Mouffe (2007)

Hoskyns (2014)

Designers have to show how they make sense of the messReflection 01.

EMPTY
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Fench + planters get removed: 
otherwise public space is 
taken away from those who 
cannot afford to sit here

WCSLEEPING PODS SHOWER

Bench can become a tent: 
allowing for different usage of 
the space

More trees are added to cool 
down the city, creating a nice 
living environment to hang out 
in the city

https://www-architectural-review-com.tudelft.idm.oclc.org/essays/rest-in-public-as-resistance�

https://www.straatconsulaat.nl/straat-consulaat/onbegrip-over-weghalen-van-bankjes-op-den-haag-cs-overlast-verplaatst-zich/�

https://www.denhaag.nl/nl/vrije-tijd-en-recreatie/overnachten-met-tent-of-camper-alleen-op-de-camping/�

Frediani & Boano (2012)

Boie & De Cauter (2021)

Designing for the radical pluralist democracy is about an attitudeReflection 02.

CARECARE
01. RESEARCH INCENTIVE -  02. EXPLORING THE FUNDAMENTALS - 03. A METHODOLOGICAL EXPLORATION - 04. A GAZE THROUGH A CONSTRUCTED LENS - 05. CONCLUDING TRHOUGH ‘A’ DESIGN



75 96

I think this

Frediani & Boano (2012)

Mouffe (2007)

People should be able to act in space without the interference of insitutionsReflection 05.

FULL
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Retrieved from Google Earth

04. A gaze through the constructed lens | Tweede Kamer and Library
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Identifying spaces for a radical, pluralist democracy requires thinking beyond the object it is about reading space through use, 
appropriation and affect, rather than fixed functions or forms

Reflection 06.

Paving the water, so people 
can look inside the building 
and see politicians walk by, 
and vice versa 

Removing the libary creates 
more space, only leaving the 
fundaments and floor behind, 
creating a space for protest 
and demonstrations within 
sight and sound in front of the 
Tweede Kamer gebouw. 

Removing safety camera’s to 
create the opportunity to 
protest freely

Removing military car to create 
the opportunity to protest 
freely

Changing glass facade into an 
open entrance, making sure 
the Tweede Kamer is easily 
accessible to everyone

Street lights are removed: they 
represent a static image of 
what the city is

Trees can stay, they are 
important in creating a nice 
environment and can be used 
to hang sings

Boie & De Cauter (2021)

Bodnar (2015)

EMPTY
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In a radical, pluralist democracy, public space should be a space for 
free  expression

Reflection 07.

Square gets tiled with 18 million 
speakers, where every citizen 
can talk through

All debates, press interviews 
and behind the door 
discussions are played live

Bodnar (2015)

FULL
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In a radical, pluralist democracy there are spaces for 
deliberation and discussion

Reflection 08.

Street benches have small clips 
for protest signs build-in

People can sign up for 1 to 1 
discussions with politicians

Public debate is arranged, 
where the same topics as in the 
Tweede Kamer are discussed

Politicans can get to this room 
to talk to people passing by

A stand is added where people 
can make protest signs during 
the day

Street lights are distanced in 
such a way, that it is easy to 
hang a sign

During the evenings and night, 
the common rooms in Library 
are used as foodbank and to 
host roofless people

The library hosts discussions to 
bring together people with 
different political preferences

All sorts of media outlets can 
make use of this workroom, 
citizens can visit the space to 
ask questions or to provide 
new information

Underground bunkers are 
opened up to everyone in the 
close region in case of 
emergency

No more police or military 
needed: people listen to 
eachother, only non violent 
protest

Clear wayfinding 

CARECARE
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Design can be a tool for reflecting on present-day policies that limit the 
realization of the democratic ideal in today’s built environments

Reflection 09.

Adding a big fench so almost 
no one can enter the Tweede 
Kamer building

Area is packed with military 
men to prevent any unwanted 
behaviour

Spikes are added so no one 
can climb in or out of the 
building. 

Elevated platform functions as 
a lookout point for the military

Bunkers can only be used by 
the richest in the country

Every move is tracked by safety 
cameras, so no one can protest 
or demonstrate without being 
watched

!!!

Street benches are removed so  
public life is limited

Any protest is stopped

Military vehicles ensure no one 
can enter the square

Public Library only contains a 
few books that represent the 
worldview of the leader

Public services, such as the 
trash service, are privatized 
and extremely expensive

VIOLENCE
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VIOLENCE
EMPTY
FULLCARECARE
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Connecting Tweede Kamer 
with the rest of The Hague

Two main zones

Blurr the lines public private: gates in train station are 
removed for example

Curved vs Sharp edges to create a contrast between 
the area in front of the Tweede Kamer and the Anna 
van Buerenplein

Zones of care, empasized through material that need to be 
cared for; adding public toilets, 
showers and sleeping zones

Add spatial quality by moving the tram underground and 
adding a city park zone

Inviting dissensus in space by putting confliting objects 
next to eachother, creating opportunities to adapt and 
appropriate space

05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Main Design Principles
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05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| The Principle of Care through Materilization
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New Staircase

0 m 25 m

05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Designing Solidarity
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05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Designing Solidarity

1. Current situation 2. Shower, public toilets, sleeping pods are 
added possible effect during the day 

3. Possible effect at night
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05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Appropriation

1. Current situation 2. ‘Conventional Use’: 
Stairs as place to hang out

3. Space appropriated by skaters
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Section University and New Babylon

0 m 25 m

05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design|Free expression

01. RESEARCH INCENTIVE -  02. EXPLORING THE FUNDAMENTALS - 03. A METHODOLOGICAL EXPLORATION - 04. A GAZE THROUGH A CONSTRUCTED LENS - 05. CONCLUDING TRHOUGH ‘A’ DESIGN



89 96

!!!!!!!

D
E

M
OC

RAC
Y

 

070
Den Haag

23
 ju

ni
 p

ro
te

st

05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Free Expression and Appropriation

1. Current situation 2. ‘Conventional Use’: 
S-shaped objects as a bench

3. Space appropriated by artists
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!!!!!
!!!!!

2. 3.  1. 2. 3.  

05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Creating space for Deliberation

1. Current situation 2. Library reading room, for deliberation 3. Space appropriated by activists
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Section Tweede Kamer and Library

05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Designing with the principle of Trust and Care
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05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Creating a clear link between Tweede Kamer and 
the rest of The Hague

1. Current situation 2. Creating a path to link Democracy with 
the rest of the city

3. Space appropriated by activists
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1. 2. 3.  

05. Concluding through ‘A’ Design| Protest as a non-intrusive act

1. Current situation 2. Designing with trust: 
Softer Inside-Outside barriers

3. Space appropriated by activists
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‘Won’t that attract the wrong kind of people?’
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05. A gaze through the constructed lens | Concluding with 10 Critical Reflections

Designing for democracy is a complex task and should be approached as 
an ongoing, open-ended dialogue

Design can be a tool for reflecting on present-day policies that limit the 
realization of the democratic ideal in today’s built environments

In a radical, pluralist democracy there are spaces for 
deliberation and discussion

In a radical, pluralist democracy, public space should be a space for 
free  expression

Identifying spaces for a radical, pluralist democracy requires thinking 
beyond the object it is about reading space through use, 
appropriation and affect, rather than fixed functions or forms

People should be able to act in space without the interference of insitutions

Those who own (private) space, have power over  (public) space

The presence of public space is essential to democracy, but its role depends
 on perspective; spaces are multiple, interconnected, and contested

Designers have to show how they make sense of the mess

Designing for the radical pluralist democracy is about an attitude

Reflection 01.

Reflection 02.

Reflection 03.

Reflection 04.

Reflection 05.

Reflection 06.

Reflection 07.

Reflection 08.

Reflection 09.

Reflection 10.
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ONE  FINAL  NOTE  OF  HOPE
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THE   END  !	 ANY    QUESTIONS? 
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Fench + planters get removed: 
otherwise public space is 
taken away from those who 
cannot afford to sit here

WCSLEEPING PODS SHOWER

Bench can become a tent: 
allowing for different usage of 
the space

More trees are added to cool 
down the city, creating a nice 
living environment to hang out 
in the city

https://www-architectural-review-com.tudelft.idm.oclc.org/essays/rest-in-public-as-resistance�

https://www.straatconsulaat.nl/straat-consulaat/onbegrip-over-weghalen-van-bankjes-op-den-haag-cs-overlast-verplaatst-zich/�

https://www.denhaag.nl/nl/vrije-tijd-en-recreatie/overnachten-met-tent-of-camper-alleen-op-de-camping/�

Frediani & Boano (2012)

Boie & De Cauter (2021) CARECARE
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John Dewey

Chantal Mouffe

02. Exploring the Fundamentals| Democracy as a Daily Life Practice, 
Pluralism is seen as a Base Condition
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03. A Methodological Exploration|  Role of Powerstructures and Values in Urban Design
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1:10.000

The Hague 
Central Station 

Tweede Kamer

Royal Library and Literature museum

National Archive

New Babylon Shopping Mall and 
Appartment building

Foodhall+ Leiden University

Building site of 
(construction 

of new high 
segment 

houses+ new 
entrance for 

The Hague CS)

N

03. A Methodological Exploration|  Understanding the Actors involved


