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“It’s a cultural statement. 
A Poort to a healthier sex 
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ZANDSTRAATBUURT

On the foreground, the Zandstraatbuurt
Stadsarchief Rotterdam, 1913-1915 
Photo by Cornelis (C.) Vreedenburgh

Dance salon in de Mosterdsteeg. 
Stadsarchief Rotterdam, 1912. 
Photo by Henry Berssenbrugg

Café 'Het Paard in de Wieg’ on Rodezand.
Stadarchief Rotterdam, 1941
Drawing by A. Ph. de la Rivière.
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ZANDSTRAATBUURT

Historic city centre

Cafes & clubs

Bedroom
/ bedstee

Indoor spaces
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FROM ZANDSTRAATBUURT TO KATENDRECHT

Residents of the neighbourhood hang mourning 
cards in their windows.

Hazewinkel (1982)

"Today, after a long and joyful existence, 

the Zandstraat has passed away.

Only those who knew her in life can fully understand 
the deep sorrow of this loss.

  The mourning committee, 

 Belze Bet, 

 Kaat haar in de war."
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KATENDRECHT

Aerial view of Katendrecht with industrial areas and 
housing.
Rotterdam City Archives.ç

Residents of Katendrecht breaking windows of 
brothels and clubs. 
National Archives, 1974. Photo by Hans Peters

Sailors at Deliplein. 
National Archives. Photographer: Tholens, C.M. (Cock),
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KATENDRECHT

Port area 
with housing

Mixed use of 
residential, 

shopping and 
pleasure

Peepshows, 
movietheaters 
and stripclubs

Through 
and around 
windows
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KATENDRECHT

Brothel owners and prostitutes protest against 
making the kaap prostitution-free.
Hazewinkel (1982)
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EROTIC CENTRE

Euromast Poortgebouw

Protest against eroscentrum
By Robert van der Kroft (1979)

Buurtbewoners demonstreren tegen Eroscentrum in Rotterdam
Stadsarchief Rotterdam 1979
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EROTIC CENTRE

Central building 
with sexwork 

spaces
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KEILEWEG

Luchtfoto m4h
Photo by John Gundlach

Afwerkplaats, Keileweg
By zwartwit010

De Rosse Rafelrand - G.J. de Jonghweg
Photographer: Martijn Heil
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KEILEWEG

Drive-in 
tippelzone

Port area 
with industry Contact 

through 
car- window
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KEILEWEG

TV Rijnmond 
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PROBLEM

Research by Investico, Vers Beton, OPEN 
Rotterdam en De Groene Amsterdammer

Safety and privacy

• Window- and street prostitution is forbidden

• Strict policies for working from home

• Violence and stalking
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PROBLEM

Inclusivity & independence

• Disappearing from Rotterdam

• Not everyone is welcome

• Hand over money to the agency and not 
much control about when and how you work

Map of  current sexwork spaces in Rotterdam
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Problem

Sex work is still not treated like 
any other legal profession in the 

Netherlands.
- Sinsia van Kalkeren, Soa Aids Nederland

Belonging

• Stigma causes problems

• Strict rules are showing a negative effect

• Recognizing sexwork makes it safer
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NEEDS ANDS CHALLANGES 

A piece of love
Tika Stardust & Sofie van de Calseijde

Accessibility

• Importance of social erotic service providers

• Inclusive environment for everyone

• Access to emergency services like police and 
hospital
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NEEDS ANDS CHALLANGES 

Community

• Sex workers pride

• Door2door

• Prostitution Information Centre Amsterdam

• Red Umbrella

• Etc.

Nadia Madnoersan 15-09-24 voor AD
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Needs and challenges

Community
Safety

Independence
Belonging

Privacy
Accessibility

Inclusivity
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Research question

Which spatial aspects, architectural and urban, can create an environment 
in Rotterdam that addresses the needs and challenges of sexworkers while 

enhancing the visibility of their social role?
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Photo elicitation
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Research

30/107

URBAN CONTEXT



Research
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TYPOLOGY



Research
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INTERACTION



CONCLUSION
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Design principles

Centrally located with access 
to public transport and 

emergency services
Mixed- use areas

Nature and water in balance 
with accessibility

URBAN CONTEXT
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Design principles

Blending into the 
existing environment

Mixed- use 
program within 

the building

Connection with 
the street

Participation from 
sexworkers

TYPOLOGY
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Design principles

Window as element for safety, inclusivity 
and accessibility

Importance of 
the community

INTERACTION
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Place Space Presence

Design



Design
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Place
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Location
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Location

Public transport near the location
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Location

Police and hospital near the location
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Location
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Schiedamseweg

Achterwater



Location
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Front

Rear



Old & new
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Old & new
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Old & new
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Photo by ChatGPT



Old & new
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Old & new

50/107



De poort
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Entrance

Staircase

Lobby



De poort

52/107

Interior old bank building



De poort
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Elevation

54/107



Elevation
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New entrance
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New entrance
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New entrance
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New entrance

59/107



Elevation
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Fragment
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Fragment
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Fragment



Design 64/107

Space



Design 65/107

Users Activity Interaction 



Users
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Users
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Users
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Users
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Users
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Users
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Activity
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Activity
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Activity

The invite
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The unfolding

The peak

The embrace
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Activity

The invite

The unfolding

The peak

The embrace



Interaction
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Windows to..

The invite
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Windows to..

The unfolding
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Windows to..

The peak



Windows to..
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The embrace



Spaces
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Ground floor - Invite

The invite
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Ground floor - Unfolding

The unfolding
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Staircase - Invite

The unfolding
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Entresol Unfolding

4 toilets + wheelchair-accessible toilet

The unfolding
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Ground floor - staircase

The unfolding
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Basement - Unfolding

bathing room 60 m2²
dressing rooms 7 m2
techincal room - water 3 m2²

The unfolding
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Ground floor - Staff entrance



Entresol and first floor - Unfolding
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Livingroom/office space 19 m2
Staff-kitchen 12,5 m2
Meetingroom 13 m2 
Flexible- workshop room 48 m2
Roofterrace 48 m2

The unfolding
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The peak

Second floor
2 sexwork studio’s  20 m2, 18,5 m2
1 wheelchair accessible sexwork studio 29m2
Waiting area 15 m

Third floor
3 sexwork- flex studio’s  27 m2, 20 m2, 20 m2
Technical room - air 4,8 m2

The peak
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Ground floor - Embrace

The embrace



Embrace
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Second floor
2 private resting room 16 m2 , 15 m2 
storage room 2,2 m2

Third floor
Padded embracing area  50 m2

The embrace



Section
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The invite

The unfolding

The peak

The embrace
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Presence



The design
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The design
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The invite



The design
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The invite



The design
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The unfolding



The design
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The peak



The design
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The peak



The design
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The embrace



The design
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The embrace



The design
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The Happy End
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Achieving a city where sex work is seen as just another 
form of labour is still a long way to go.



The Happy End
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However, by listening to sex workers, normalizing rather 
than stigmatizing their work, and providing them with both 

a place and space within the city.



The Happy End
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Questions?
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