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This paper critically examines how Dutch architect 
Jacoba Froukje Pot-Keegstra (1908-1997) and her 
husband Johan Willem Hindrik Cornelis Pot (1909-
1972) designed collective housing for prisoners. From 
the beginning of their architectural practice, they 
specialised in developing housing for ‘target groups’ 
of people who live alone and collectively, such as 
the elderly and the young. The design of collective 
housing for prisoners was the culmination of their 
career devoted to non-family collective living and it 
reflects a wider debate about what housing is, i.e. the 
extent to which domestic services can be shared. 

This paper points out that this theme has not been 
given sufficient attention in architectural historiography 
and it analyses the Penitentiary Institution Over-
Amstel in Amsterdam, commonly known as 
Bijlmerbajes (1972-1978). This prison was developed 
at a time when the Netherlands was at the forefront 
of thinking about how prisoners should be housed in 
a more humane way, being an outstanding example 

of implementing new policies to facilitate their 
rehabilitation. Furthermore, it is noteworthy that Pot-
Keegstra, the first woman architect to graduate from 
the Academy of Architecture in Amsterdam (1936), is 
also arguably the first woman to design a prison. 

This high-rise prison shows the intertwining of prison 
and housing architecture in the 1970s; its spatial 
arrangements did not differ much from those of the 
typical residential floor plans and did not even include 
bars. Before its opening, it already had many detractors, 
both from society at large and from specialists, with 
numerous protests. Its recent demolition, except for 
the tower inhabited by women prisoners, comes as no 
surprise (2019). This paper does not let this project fall 
into oblivion, analyzing the most relevant aspects of its 
contributions, and emphasizing the domestic spatial 
conditions that shaped the lives of the prisoners. 

The paper explores the concept of space-body, a hybrid 
or cyborg-like entity that represents the dynamic and 
relational nature of spaces as they are continuously 
reconstructed and experienced. It examines how 
space is shaped through interactions among various 
actors and actions, and how these interactions 
contribute to the creation of spatial ecologies. 

The study focuses on two distinct spaces: the Tarlabaşı 
Solidarity Kitchen, a community kitchen in a diverse 
Istanbul neighborhood, and the Istanbul Archaeology 
Museum, a long-established institution. By analyzing 
these spaces, we aim to illustrate how space-bodies 
are constructed and transformed through the 
engagement of actors and actions within them. 

The Tarlabaşı Community Kitchen exemplifies a fluid 
space-body that evolves through its diverse and 
changing practices and relationships. It serves as a site 
where immigrants gather, interact, and build a collective 
identity, continuously shaping its spatial ecology. 
The Istanbul Archaeology Museum, despite its static 

physical structure, shifts in its space-body through 
the actions and narratives of its visitors and staff, 
reflecting subjective interpretations and experiences. 

This study analyses the temporal practices of the 
community kitchen and the museum, the changes 
their bodies undergo, and their different states of 
being. In the process, it endeavors to create temporal 
images of the space-body with multimedia mappings 
made of photographs, sketches, and texts. With the 
specificity of the actions in these two spaces and 
moments, instantaneous recipes of the space-body 
emerge, and situated knowledge is produced. 

Collective Housing for Prisoners:  
The Over-Amstel Penitentiary by Pot & Pot-Keegstra

Elena Martínez-Millana (Delft University of Technology)

Dynamic Interactions:  
The Fluid Nature of Space-Bodies

Esra Yüksek, Aslıhan Şenel (Istanbul Technical University)

Educated Bodies explores the challenges faced by 
architectural education in the context of recent global 
shifts, including the urgency to forefront decolonial 
design methodologies and critical environmental 
thinking. Amid recent events, including the Black Lives 
Matter movement in the United States and the Deaths 
in Custody movement in Australia, and in pursuit of 
a fight against social injustices, many architectural 
schools have recently undergone a transformation 
to welcome decolonial design methodologies and 
practices. The arrival of these discourses has coincided 
with the urgent call to address the climate crisis. 
Welcoming these bodies of “the other” and of the 
“other-than-human” into architecture schools has 
encouraged pedagogies that have realigned the field 
of architecture with its socio-political dimension.  

A ghostly presence connects decolonial desires and 
the new climatic regime to the continual redefinition 
of the field of architecture. Much as colonialism 
is founded on extractive practices on the body of 
the other, the climate emergency is grounded in 

modernity’s inability to consider other-than-human 
bodies. Bodies also define every reincarnation of 
architecture. Whether it is called user, rendered people, 
subject, inhabitant, masses, Vitruvian man, modular, 
scale-figure, or cyborg, each version of architecture 
designs a body, or the body designs its architecture. 
Our case is no different. Welcoming the other or the 
other-than-human into architectural education not 
only requires a welcoming institution; it requires to re-
imagine it, to redesign it. This transformation is already 
happening – not by chance far from the usual centers 
– and has engendered new pedagogical models. 

This paper showcases three recent experiences 
that have imagined pedagogies for these “other” 
bodies: the African Futures Institute, the wave of 
Pedagogies of Solidarity emerging around the 
attacks on Palestine, and the intermittent La Escuela 
Nunca y otros Futuros. By examining these recent 
architectural pedagogies, this paper aims to prompt 
transformation in architectural education, locating the 
classroom as the catalyst for disciplinary change. 

Architecture is more than just buildings; it reflects 
the dynamic relationship between people and 
their surroundings. To fully grasp this interaction, 
we must explore the cultural and psychological 
dimensions shaping people’s experiences of 
space. The human connection with architecture 
extends beyond the physical realm – it is emotional, 
psychological, and sensory. Sensory perception plays 
a crucial role in shaping our individual experiences, 
yet existing research lacks a holistic framework 
that captures these complex relationships. 

This study uses Nicosia’s Old Town and its residents 
– differing in age, gender, culture, and profession – 
as a primary case study. Participants were asked to 
contrast the buildings they grew up in with those they 
frequently experienced in Old Nicosia. This approach 
highlights an intersection of neuropsychology 
and architecture, revealing how human evolution, 
language, spatial navigation, memory and imagination 
interconnect with our perceptions and behaviors 

within physical spaces. Employing interpretative 
phenomenological analysis, the study explores how 
sensory experiences, and cultural contexts influence 
our interpretation of space. The goal is to uncover 
the intricate, contextual aspects of architectural 
interaction and human experience through a work-in-
progress that aims to address the transactional nature 
of architecture. By focusing on how communities 
engage with their surroundings, how architecture 
impacts society is ultimately disclosed. The research 
aspires to contribute to environmental psychology by 
presenting a framework that acknowledges not only 
the perceptual but also the existential and emotional 
dimensions of our interaction with the built environment. 

Educated Bodies:  
Three Recent Pedagogical Experiences in Architectural Education
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Bodies, Buildings, and the Meaningful Experience of Space:  
The Case of Nicosia, Cyprus

Christina Kleanthous Papademetriou (National Technical University of Athens)
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