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J. Muñoz Morillejo. Representación de La Divina Filotea en la Plaza de la Villa. 1918
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Corral de Comedias de Almagro. 1950
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Roberto Carpio. Las Bodas de Camacho. 1971
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Pedro Texeira. Map of Madrid. 1656
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Antonio de las Viñas. View of Madrid. 1562
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Map of Madrid, 1665
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 Corrala en Vallecas, 1933
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El Corralón, 1860
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 Reconstruction of El Corralón, 2024
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DOMUS ROMANA

A Roman urban residence structured around a peristyle, a colonnaded courtyard that serves as a focal point 
for light and ventilation. This architectural feature facilitates access to surrounding rooms and acts as a private 
piazza, enhancing communal interaction while maintaining the separation of domestic spaces.

DAR

A traditional Muslim courtyard house designed with an inward-facing layout that centers around a private 
interior patio, serving as the core of family life and a vital space for women. This design prioritizes privacy, 
light, and ventilation, with minimal exterior openings, reflecting a compact urban form.

A narrow, dead-end alley in Islamic urban design, typically characterized by a single, constricted entrance 
that opens into a wider communal space at its terminus. Often gated by the community, it transforms a pub-
lic thoroughfare into a semi-private enclave. This spatial configuration reinforces the intimate character of 
the urban fabric.

CORRALAS

Historical communal housing in Madrid, characterized as “casa de vecindad”, consisting of small dwellings 
accessed via doors in galleries or corridors leading to a large interior patio. The patios of 19th-century corral-
as are noted for their reduced size relative to the surrounding built volume, emphasizing the integration of 
private and communal living spaces.

CORRALES DE COMEDIAS

ADARVE

Dedicated open-air theaters constructed in the late 16th century, designed using the courtyard configuration 
typical of corralas. These theaters featured a central stage at one end of a patio, with tiered galleries and bal-
conies surrounding the performance area for audience seating. The layout facilitated optimal sightlines and 
acoustics, enhancing the theatrical experience.
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What if the historical typological actors that shaped the corralas were 
reimagined to inform the creation of contemporary communal spaces?

Research Question
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Frontón Beti Jai, Madrid
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Comparison and Synthesysis
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Example 17

A  Sections through building with 
envelope inside frame, 
scale 1:20

B Sections through building with 
envelope outside frame, 
scale 1:10

1 Rigid connection
2 70 x 70 x 5 square hollow section
3  100 x 100 x 8 square hollow section
4 Post, ÅPE 120
5 Base plate, 220 dia. x 12 mm
6 Roof construction:

1.5 mm synthetic waterproof sheeting
50 mm hard foam insulation
106 mm steel trapezoidal profile sheeting
2 No. U 140 channels

7 External cladding:
40 mm coated steel trapezoidal profile 
sheeting
50 mm mineral wool insulation
106 mm steel trapezoidal profile sheeting 
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27.     Gravel draining layer
28.     Rainwater collection pipes
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1.       Triple glazed glass
2.       IPE 120 steel beam  
3.       Steel rigid connection
4.       Steel flashing
5.       Aluminium connection element
6.       Bitumen waterproofing sheet
7.       Tubular hollow section Ø 150
8.       Tubular bracing Ø 80

DETAIL 1.5

DETAIL 1.50

9.       Steel cover profile   
10.     Wooden OSB panel
11.     Anti-vapour barrier
12.     Polyurethane core board
13.     Waterproofing sheet

14.     Indoor finishing flooring
15.     Levelling concrete layer    
16.     Polyurethane insulation panel 
17.     Waterproofing sheet
18.     Steel cover profile 
19.     Structural flooring
20.     IPE 250 steel beam
21.     Double glazed glass

22.     Base plate and anchor bolts
23.     Galvanized wall steel carcass  
24.     Steel wall reinforce plate
25.     Concrete retaining structure
26.     Waterproofing sheet
27.     Gravel draining layer
28.     Rainwater collection pipes
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“Children of Chamberí, like myself, let us restore Beti Jai! It would be a magnificent 
place for gathering and entertainment, like one of our own corralas.”

— Julio Cerón, philosopher and diplomat, 1986.
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