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The graduation plan consists of at least the following data/segments:

Personal information

Name:

Joél Carl Leroy Gores

Student number: 5670314

Studio |

Name / Theme: Complex Projects, Bodies & Buildings Berlin

Main mentor: Ir. Henri van Architecture
Bennekom

Second mentor:

Architect Eng. Georgios

Karvelas

Building Technology

Third mentor:

Masha Finagina

Architecture

Argumentation of choice
of the studio:

The studio was chosen because of a personal fascination
with big complex projects. Complex projects graduation
studio had both. In addition, the personal interest into
Germany and Berlin was also one of the reasons.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation
project:

New Adaptable Bundestag Building

Goal

Location:

Germany, Berlin, Tipi am
Kanzleramt/Skulpturenpark

The posed problem:

The Bundestag is the German federal
parliament and with its 736
representatives it is the biggest freely
elected parliament in the world (Mayer,
2021). The size of the Bundestag
fluctuates every election term because
the German voting system works with
overhang and levelling representatives
(Federal Ministry of the Interior and
Community, N.D.).

The range of possible mandates varies
from 598 to over 1,000 members,
highlighting the considerable variability
and uncertainty in the system
(Vehrkamp, 2021).
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With more than 7 employees per
representative (Bundestag, 2022)., the
Bundestag can fluctuate with over 3.000
employees per election term.

This creates the obvious problem that it
is very difficult for the Bundestag
administration to know how many
facilities are needed. In the Bundestag,
there is a forced use of home office,
wooden container offices, and
temporarily built offices, to try to
facilitate the Bundestag (Ismar, 2021).
This is also a problem on the sustainable
side because temporary facilities are not
sustainable and energy inefficient.

These problems are also true for any
proposed designs for a new parliament
building for the Bundestag. So, to
counter these problems, a new
Bundestag parliament building should be
able to adapt to the change of users per
election term.

Some questions that arise when looking
at the possible solution of adaptability
are: how are architectural elements
related to this and how can the program
best be used? How can digitalization
play a role and is it may be possible to
have programmable and adaptable
floorplans or room uses? How will cyber
security be accommodated for possible
digital meetings? And how can all this
adaptability help in sustainability?

Research questions:

The research and design question that
follows out of these questions: How to
design the adaptable Bundestag
parliament of the future to sustainable
facilitate the fluctuating number of
members?

Design assignment:

The final goal is to design a new
sustainable Bundestag parliament
building that is adaptable in use and
program, and not negatively affected by
the fluctuating number of members of
the Bundestag.




Process

Method description

To answer the research question and come to a conclusion/final design, the research
into the client will be done by gathering information through internet, interviews, and
written questions. For the site the main research methods will be mapping
information and site visits. And for the program the research will be done by case
studies on other federal parliamentary lower house buildings. Because the Bundestag
is idiosyncratic in its fluctuating size, the comparisons will be in square meter per
employee.
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Reflection

What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio
topic (if applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master
programme (MSc AUBS)?

The “one of Berlin” type of building and the environmental aspect of this graduation
project fits in the Energy aspect and the Bodies & Buildings Berlin Complex Projects
graduation studio. The designing of a new (parliament) building relates to the master
track Architecture and master programme MSc AUBS.

What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social,
professional and scientific framework.

The relevance of this research is there, because the problem is a real problem in the
Bundestag and a problem that has real consequences. Next to that the current
Bundestag administration is not able to sustainably solve the problem (Ismar, 2021),
thus research into how dis could be done is important.

It can be stated that this research can help in achieving sustainable goals by making
sure that the most efficient adaptable Bundestag will be designed. With this it is
possible to construct less and use less of the building area than in traditional ways.
Both reducing construction and building size could result in high savings in energy
and materials. Also, the fact that the hybrid use of a building is related to commuting
to and from a building could help in energy use reductions.

On the architectural topic this research is relevant to possible future designs because
it can help in realizing environmental goals that architects must work with, and it
could be used for similar building types like offices.




