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The Demand The Investment

The exclusion The Congestion

The connection

Common criticisms

Critics argue that there is little 
demand for public transit and 
consumers prefer to live in 
automobile dependence and 
suburban sprawl. 

Critics argue that public transit and 
smart growth harms disadvantaged 
people by reducing affordability. 

Critics argue that there is insufficient 
evidence or no connection between the 
benefits of  health, sustainability, and 
social improvement, and the way 
people live and travel. 

Critics argue that public transit does 
little to reduce automobile travel or 
reduce traffic congestion, and smart 
growth increases density, which 
increases the congestion. 

Critics argue that public transit is not 
cost effective, requires significant 
subsidies, and sprawl is cheaper overall 
for economic development. 
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Right now the city has twice 
as much parking as people. 

- Municipality Interview

Louisville has a Pedestrian 
Fatality Rate that is higher 

than the national average. 
- Move Louisville Vision Doc

In 2016 There was 33,914 traffic 
collisions in Jefferson County 
and the economic cost estimate 
of traffic collisions in the 
state of Kentucky was 2.7 

Billion.
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Like most American cities, Louisville must 
reduce vehicle miles traveled.  Cars will remain 
the dominate mode of transport, but there is 
opportunity to shift short trips away from cars.  
Shifting these trips can have broad impacts on 
our health, air quality, built environment and 
connectivity.  Move Louisville represents a vision 
and action plan for transportation policy and 
investment for Louisville Metro. The Plan provides 
a path to a healthy, connected and sustainable 
transportation network that encourages 
investment, growth and prosperity.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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Source: Louisville Metro Government, Move Louisville, 2016current context and proposals
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Source: https://historiclouisville.weebly.com/4th-street.htmlLouisville 4th st in the 1940s
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Source: https://www.collectorsweekly.com/articles/murder-machines/motordom Movement

Political Cartoons advocating for and against 
cars in the 1930s
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The modern city is probably the most unlovely and artificial 
site this planet affords. The ultimate solution is to abandon it...
we shall solve the City Problem by leaving the city. 
- Henry Ford, 1922

Frank Lloyd Wright - Broadacre City
1932

1939 Worlds fair  - New York City
Futurama Exhibition Commissioned By GM

Source: https://www.moma.org/explore/inside_out/2014/02/03/frank-lloyd-wrights-living-city-lives-on-conserving-the-broadacre-city-model/ 
https://lewisnvillegas.wordpress.com/2014/06/08/the-future-of-the-city-1939/modernism influence



“If  a neighborhood is to retain 
stability, it is necessary that 

properties shall continue to be 
occupied by the same social and 
racial classes. A change in social 

or racial occupancy generally 
contributes to instability and a 

decline in values” - U.S. Federal 
Housing Administration 1938, par. 

937 (Squires, 2002)

th
e o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 in

 th
e v

ac
an

cy
 the effects of automobile dependence

Federal Housing Act of 1934

Source: http://www.pinsdaddy.com/fha-poster_pY%7C8FIHetfPMxxLXTbRPtmb%7CR6OWjWH%7Ctvx6m*n2DrM/
 https://lojic.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=e4d29907953c4094a17cb9ea8f8f89depolicies and social context

The Racial Context

Redlining map of 1937
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Source: U of  L University Libraries, 2018, Digital Collections, Accessed 01 September, 2017 < 
https://digital.library.louisville.edu/cdm/ > The Great Flood of 1937
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The Federal Highway Act of 1956

Source: https://apprend.io/apush/period-8/highway-act-of-1956/National Infrastructure
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Source: https://www.courier-journal.com/story/news/history/river-city-retro/2014/10/30/celebrating-history-downtown/18205947/

Opening day of Interstate 65Demolition for Interstate 65

National Infrastructure
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Source: U of  L University Libraries, 2018, Digital Collections, Accessed 01 September, 2017 < 
https://digital.library.louisville.edu/cdm/ > 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015050617789;view=2up;seq=28Downtown Development

Phasing Plan of Louisville’s 1957 Comprehensive plan Louisville Bus System



th
e o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 in

 th
e v

ac
an

cy
 the effects of automobile dependence

Source: https://www.ket.org/education/resources/living-story-civil-rights-movement-kentucky/
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015050617789;view=2up;seq=28The civil rights movement

Urban Renewal of Louisville’s 1957 Comprehensive plan Louisville’s Civil Rights Protests in the 1960s
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THe Wade Family outside of their suburban homeLouisville’s Civil Rights Protests in the 1960s

Source: https://www.ket.org/education/resources/living-story-civil-rights-movement-kentucky/The civil rights movement
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Demographic shift Source: https://www.socialexplorer.com
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Demographic shift Source: https://www.socialexplorer.com
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Louisville, KY: 1952 Source:http://iqc.ou.edu/2014/12/18/60yrssoutheast/ 
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Louisville, KY: 2018 Source: Author
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Louisville, KY: vacancy analysis Source: Author, INSPIRED BY: http://www.citycollaborative.org/#programs 
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Market and 6th st 1940’s Source: U of  L University Libraries, 2018, Digital Collections, Accessed 01 September, 2017 < 
https://digital.library.louisville.edu/cdm/ > 
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Market and 6th st Present Source: https://mapstreetview.com/
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Old Walnut st 1940’s Source: U of  L University Libraries, 2018, Digital Collections, Accessed 01 September, 2017 < 
https://digital.library.louisville.edu/cdm/ > 
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Old Walnut st - renamed Muhammad Ali blvd - present Source: https://mapstreetview.com/
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Source: Author
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PROPOSAL: PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Louisville will need to implement a mass transportation 
network as its population swells.
Louisville will need to implement a mass transportation 
network as its population swells.

A north south axis of public transport has already 
been proposed by the The South Central Corridor 
Light Rail Project (2004).

The lightrail network could be expanded covering 
major nodes in town.
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Previous proposals Source: GROUP, S. 2012. Vision Louisville. In: ADVANCED PLANNING DEPARTMENT, L. K. (ed.).
https://www.flickr.com/photos/80464769@N00/with/3329175762/



Metropolitan Area of 397 sq MI  and population density of 4 dw
el
l
ings per acre

Population = 767,355 
(approx 383,678 dwellings)

Approximate size (12mi²) to 
accommodate the Metropolitan 
population at a density high enough 
to support mass transit (50 
dwellings per acre).

Approximate size (2mi²) to 
accommodate the projected 
population growth by 2037 at a 
density high enough to support mass 
transit (50 dwellings per acre).

Approximate size (14mi²) to 
accommodate future Metropolitan 
population at a density high enough 
to support mass transit (50 
dwellings per acre).
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population Density Diagram Source: Author
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How can U.S. cities 
transform to combat the effects 
of  automobile dependence on 

the urban form? 
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How can U.S. cities 
transform to combat the effects 
of  automobile dependence on 

the urban form? 
and where do we start?
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1. Must consider not only 
transportation but also 

destination. Where are people 
going and why?

Replacing cars with small trips 
means relocating destinations in 
relation to the type of transit 

use.

In order to get people out of 
their cars Considering public 
space and accommodating the 
pedestrian scale is critical.

2. As the use of cars goes down 
the use of public space goes up. 

Attracting inhabitants from the 
suburb into the city is critical 
to support public space and 

reduce car use.

3. As long as the origin of trips 
is located outside of the city 

car use cannot truly be reduced.  
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Key conclusions Source: Author
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Source: AuthorAutomobile Dependence v.s. balanced transportation



Must create a change in 
perception

Cannot force 
the transition 
or  immediately 
impede traffic

Alternative 
must provide 
viable choice

TRANSiTDEVELOPMENT

CULTURE
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Key Themes Source: Author
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Source: Author
https://mariposachamber.org/houses-on-upscale-suburban-street-in-morning-sunlight/
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More Energy 
use and 
Expenses

Quantity over 
Quality

Irresponsible 
Investment 

Lack of 
activity makes 
it less secure

Kids are 
isolated with 
little to do

Less likely 
to know 
neighbors

High Maintenance

Decreasing 
biodiversity and 
polluting the 
environment 

Lots of time 
spent 
Commuting

Dangerous for 
kids to play 
and drive

Reduced 
Walkability
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Source: Author
https://mariposachamber.org/houses-on-upscale-suburban-street-in-morning-sunlight/
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Source: CHAKRABRTI, V. 2013. A Country of  Cities, A Manifesto for an Urban America, New York, NY, Metropolis Books.
https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/417-55th-St_Brooklyn_NY_11220_M30013-80496

https://news.theregistryps.com/runberg-architecture-groups-odin-apartments-awarded-naiop-multi-family-development-year/
https://www.apartments.com/the-flats-at-dupont-circle-washington-dc/qn0c0cx/

https://www.urbanrealestate.com/property/2300-N-Lincoln-Park-West-Unit-625-CHICAGO-IL-60614-6WqFjaKokaPs.htmlAlternative Options



25
M

50
M

10
0M

20
0M

Variety of 
transit options

minimizing 
driving teens

Pedestrian paths, 
smaller blocks and 
Closer Functions

Smaller high quality 
Homes with low 
maintenance gardens

Public Parks and 
green spaces nearby

Active streets increases 
security through 
observation

Variety of housing allows 
for community continuity 
and inclusiveness

Less money on 
travel expenses and 
housing necessities

less time 
traveling

Variety of 
activities

commute without 
driving 

play areas 
separate from cars

walking reduces 
carbon footprint

interaction 
between neighbors

Use Less Energy 
per person

th
e o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 in

 th
e v

ac
an

cy
 the effects of automobile dependence

what is the alternative? Source: Author



portland

paristown 
pointe

Russell

Shawnee

chickasaw
parkland

park duvalle

California

Park Hill

Hallmark

Algonquin

Central Business 
District

Limerick

Old Louisville

Butchertown

Phoenix Hill

Taylor Berry

South Louisville

Wyandotte / oakdale
Wilder Park

Fairgrounds

University

Saint Joseph Audubon

Schnitzelburg

Merriwether

Shelby Park Germantown

Smoketown 
Jackson

N

2.5 mi

4 kM

1.2 mi

2 kM

3281 ft

1 kM

1640 ft

500 M

0 ft

0 M

Urban Axis - Metro Line
Urban Corridor Intersection
Urban Axis Intersection

Urban Corridor - Street car Route
Density Increase

Legend

Conclusion

portland

paristown 
pointe

Russell

Shawnee

chickasaw
parkland

park duvalle

California

Park Hill

Hallmark

Algonquin

Central Business 
District

Limerick

Old Louisville

Butchertown

Phoenix Hill

Taylor Berry

South Louisville

Wyandotte / oakdale
Wilder Park

Fairgrounds

University

Saint Joseph Audubon

Schnitzelburg

Merriwether

Shelby Park Germantown

Smoketown 
Jackson

N

2.5 mi

4 kM

1.2 mi

2 kM

3281 ft

1 kM

1640 ft

500 M

0 ft

0 M

Urban Axis - Metro Line
Urban Corridor Intersection
Urban Axis Intersection

Urban Corridor - Street car Route
Density Increase

Legend

Conclusion

th
e o

pp
or

tu
ni

ty
 in

 th
e v

ac
an

cy
 the effects of automobile dependence

Downtown Analysis Source: Author
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Source: AuthorCorridor Analysis



Market Street - Parking zoning corridor analysis
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Source: AuthorCorridor Analysis
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A resident of  the 9th st. proposal 
could reduce their car usage and:
Prevent 1.3 tons of  CO² from 

entering the atmosphere
Gain 474.5 hours back per year in 

personal time
Save $20,000 dollars in expenses
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and a successful year !


