
Introducing the site and problem statement
This graduation project focusses on the A4/Vlietzone, an area of approximately 570 ha. large,  

located in the South Western edge of the municipality of the Hague which is enclosed by the 

Vliet (an old historic waterway, with cultural heritage value) and the national highway A4 and 

more recently enclosed in-between the different urban developments of the Haaglanden region 

specificly by the so called ‘Vinex’ locations of Ypenburg and Leidschenveen.

while the Vlietzone has in geographical terms become a central zone in the Haaglanden region, 

still the Vlietzone can be perceived as the urban fringe of the city of the Hague with the 

accompanying typical more extensive land-uses, such as as golf courts, allotment gardens, a 

theme park, light industrial areas, all with some meadows in between. 

The main assignment for the A4/Vlietzone is derrived from the fact that developments that on 

first sight appeared to be unrelated and that originated from a different period of time, have 

been assembled on a limited territory and together make up the spatial charactaristics of a 

site that is a very likely target for a new range of spatial developments. How to adress these 

future developments and how to take into account the special spatial characteristics of this 

site is the relevant question for this graduation project. 

Urban Regeneration
with the scope of urban planning and design shifting from the notion of the compact city 

towards theat of the network city, i think also the scope of urban regeneration has been 

extended . Not only inner urban areas but also areas that are heavily affected by urban 

developments and infrastructural construction require our attention. Especially for their heavy 

dynamics, continous transformations, and uncertain future, it needs to be challenged by urban 

planners and designers with a focus on their regeneration instead of perceiving it as tabula 
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Final product:

synthesis:

- an elaborated set of models to deal with the developments of the A4/Vlietzone, containing;

 - A scenario related vision

 - critical design details

- Reflection on the design pronciples that support the different models.

- Recommendations towards contemporary fringe zone developments. 

to be determined: recommendation towards the planning actions for the A4/Vietzone. 

Reading the area in different ways, recognizing its neither urban 

nor rural comditiom; it is possible to reflect on a set of multiple 

assignments for the area derrived from practice and literature;

From the practice:

1) The Vlietzone strategically positioned; accomodating future spatial 

claims.
- the Vlietzone will play an essential role, as the last remaining large site where large 

developments could take place, for strengthening the Hagues’s perspectives within the 

municipal boundaries (Werkdocument A4/Vlietzone, 2010).

from literature:

2) The rural urban fringe as a zone of problems and the spatial 

organization of the A4/VLietzone area: In literature the organisation of urban 
fringe zone is widely studied and critizised.

- The different functions of the urabn fringe seems to be in conflict as their developments 

have long been considered as separate assignments. Therefore we can speak of a sectoral 

approach (Hamer, 2009).

- Another discomforting problematic is the presence of large scale infrastructure functioning 

as a barrier between the different programmes in the urban fringe (ibid). Especially urban 

expansion leap-frogging the national highway adds to the problematic.

- Finally the often functional zoning plans, seems to be in conflict with developed programme 

often (semi) public, as they provide little public quality (ibed).

from literature:

3) The Vlietzone in the larger metropolitan context. Societal 

challenges for the urbanized landscape: Due to the increasing recognition of 
the region as a place that shapes everyday life, there is also an increasing recognition on 

the binding elements that set up its collective background (Schrijnen, 2005; Sieverts, 2007, 

Palmboom, 2003):  

In this respect there is a recognition on:

- Infrastructure design, as an assignment that contributes to the character of the city again, 

instead of being perceived as a ‘monofunctional realm’ (Mossop, 2006; Shannon 2010).

- The potential of open space or the arrangement of negative spaces as enclosed fragments in 

the urban field (de boeck,2009, Tummers, 1997).

- The value of cultural Heritage contributing to a notion of collective needs (sieverts, 2007)

Aim:
Guided by the literature research the aim of the project has been defined: The aim of the 

project will be to integrate these different design tasks at hand, recognizing the place 

specific characteristics of the A4/Vlietzone in order to provide a framework for future 

developments whilst improving the spatial conditions of the area.

Practice & Literature
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Most imporatant in the 

research process is the 

recognition of different 

scales and the context of 

which the A4/Vlietzone is 

part.

1) The scale of the 

southern Randstad 

wing; The vlietzone 
intertwined with the larger 

infrastructural network.

2) The scale of the 

Haaglanden cityregion; 

a;the Vlietzone not 

embedded in the larger urban 

structure

b;The Vlietzone compared 

with larger greenstructures 

in the cityregion
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3) The urban fringe; 
a; Landgoederen biotopen: 

protecting historical value 

but with little interest in 

spatial quality.

b; fragmentation, mixture of 

functions and 

c; Accesibility & Internal 

connectivity: Large 

infrastrcutural barriers & 

poor connectivity, though 

highly accesible.

Typology research;
Next to the plan analysis 

characteristic typologies 

for this urban fringe 

zone have been studied 

in order to support the 

design experiment; the 

infrastructural lines
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The design experiment interrelates with the plan analysis and typological research: Together with 

the theoretical framework the plan analysis provides a starting point for the design models.

In the design part a set of alternative futures for the site is discovered by keeping the object 

of study (programme, MIRT scenario’s) variable. In this way 4 models have been developed that 

reflect on a different treatment of the present infrastructure. During the proces also other design 

principles, such as the interrelation with the cultural heritage relics and the potential of the 

existing open space, will be introduced reflecting on the plan analysis and typological research.
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model from Steenbergen, C.M., 2008. Composing 

landscapes: analysis, typology and experiments 

for design, Birkhäuser. after de Jong  & van 

der Voordt (2001).
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