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Argumentation of choice | The choice of the studio was favored for the freedom that the brief

of the studio offered for the research topic as well as for the focus on understating
the larger socio-political context of the in-between spaces. These
characteristics of the studio create a suitable environment for the
development of a project that is aware of its context and has
ramifications on a larger scale.

Graduation project

Title of the graduation Tension dispersion

project The buffer zone between port and city

Goal

Location: Vicinity of Tuzla shipyard, Istanbul, Turkey
The posed problem Interstitial space between the city and port/

shipyard in the context of the rapid urban
development that generally pushes the industry
further outside

research questions and What kind of spaces exists between the
port/shipyard and the city?

What is the character of the edges of these
spaces?

How can one intervene in this context, to
inscribe within the leftover space in order to
prevent a further push of the industrial area
outside of the city again?

design assignment in which these results. | Within an area that presents edges with very
different characteristics, surveilled and

controlled to various extents, the proposal will
focus on designing an intervention that will
exercise control over the user through the
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qualities and through the use of the designed
space.

In addition, because the site presents the zone
of the lagoon where an environmental
regeneration was attempted, my proposal will
make use of the new “nature” that has been
designed.

Considering these characteristics, as a function
of the building I propose a sanatorium, a place
fully controlled, where the human is contained,
and removed from his usual environment.

[This should be formulated in such a way that the graduation project can answer
these questions.

The definition of the problem has to be significant to a clearly defined area of
research and design.]

Process

Method description

As a starting point for this project, a collective mapping exercise was used in order to establish the
qualities of the land and landscape. Defined by sitting on top of a fault line, Istanbul is always prone to
seismic activity. This kind of pressure that keeps on building underground can only be released
through an earthquake. Therefore, what is generally understood as a destructive event, in this
instance will be seen as a release that sets off a ripple effect.

Secondly, a theoretical framework was established to outline the relationship between power and sex
based on Foucault and Beatrice Colomina’s work. Throughout the history of humanity, sex became a
tool of societal control. To spatialize the concept, sex is studied and understood through the space of
the brothel. In the context of Istanbul, these establishments used to be located between the port and
the urban fabric. This juxtaposition of this pleasure space generated tensions socially, morally, and
religiously. Within Turkish society, sex was and still is in great part a taboo subject that shall be
concealed by closed doors. The existence of the brothel is acknowledged in silence. Interesting
qualities of these establishments are the ability to inscribe themselves within the urban fabric and the
resilience of practice despite attempts of stopping them.

Finally, analyzing the site area and the systems surrounding and governing it through multiple site
visits and drawings provided a clearer image of the reality of the space and the condition that the
proposal should work with. The site is understood as an interstitial space between a shipyard and the
city, next to a recently regenerated saltwater lagoon, bordering the edge of a concrete factory and a
water treatment plant, in the vicinity of a residential area.
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Reflection

1. What is the relation between your graduation (project) topic, the studio topic (if
applicable), your master track (A,U,BT,LA,MBE), and your master programme
(MSc AUBS)?

The studio aims to understand architecture and spatial intervention in a larger socio-political
context. With a particular focus on the in-between area/transition/border space of the Marmara
Sea, the architectural design emerging from this can only be deeply rooted in the current realities
of this space: an everchanging, growing, testing ground for speculation. Taking this into
consideration, my proposal aims to situate itself within the “organism” of Istanbul, understand its
growth patterns and attempt to intervene in a moment and in a space where the edge of the city
still has not touched the edge of the port. The buffer between the two entities is important for the
industry’s preservation, which otherwise would be pushed outside to a different area, possibly
having a negative environmental and social impact on the new zone it would move to.

2. What is the relevance of your graduation work in the larger social, professional,
and scientific framework?

My graduation proposal project focuses mostly on understanding the extent of social
control that a designed space can exercise on the user. In addition, it serves as a
commentary on the current society that we live in, always watched and monitored,
congested in chaotic cities that keep growing haphazardly to accommodate more and
more inhabitants.




