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Argumentation of choice 
of the studio

My main motivation for choosing The Independent 
Group was the opportunity to explore a topic of personal 
interest within the Interiors, Buildings, Cities framework. 
The studio’s focus on coherent thinking across different 
scales, along with its strong emphasis on detail and 
materiality, is highly beneficial for the project I have 
chosen to develop.
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Goal 

Location: The Municipal Zoological Garden in Warsaw, Poland

The posed problem, In the face of changing perceptions on our position in the 
natural world, enforced by the climate crisis, epidemics 
and the limits of economic development, it is now more 
important than ever to question how and why we look at, 
think about, live with and meet animals. Despite this 
shift, institutions like Zoos, rooted in post-colonial 
mindsets, remain largely unchanged under the pretext of 
protecting endangered species. The Warsaw Zoo in 
particular stands at a crossing of history of not only 
Zoological gaze, but Warsaw as a city. 

The Municipal Zoological Garden of Warsaw is a ruin in 
both ideological and physical sense. Situated on the dried 
wetlands of Vistula, the area consists largely of brick 
rubble atop sands and sediments, creating a marshy 
terrain unsuited for exotic animals and the 1960s 
concrete architecture that houses them. The whole 
picture is one of both decay and possible growth, 
prompting us to consider how to transform the Garden 
and it’s existing architectures to better reflect the reality 
which they found themselves in. 

research questions and Why do we still have Zoos? Where does the need to look 
at animals in this particular fashion come from? What 
could a Zoo of the future look like? 

What is the Zoo’s role in the context of Warsaw? What 
does it give back to nature and what does it offer to the 
city? How can we facilitate interactions between the two? 

How to protect urban nature without dominating it? What 
are the existing thresholds and boundaries of the Zoo? 
On what scales do they function? 

What does it mean to move through a rewilded 
landscape? What does such a landscape need and how 
can we help maintain it? 

How to invite free non-human movement on one hand 
and keep reminders of the history of enclosure on the 
other? 

What does it mean to inhabit a living ruin? How can 
exhibition sites of animals be adapted to new functions 
with minimal impact? 



design assignment in 
which those result. 

Situated amidst the tension between conservation and 
control, the Zoo balances the hosting of exotic animals 
with the exclusion of local fauna in compliance with 
European regulations. What becomes clear in the context 
of Anthropocene however, is the fact that we can’t afford 
to keep anybody out. The Zoo could open up its walls to 
all species and inhabit the ruins of its anthropocentric 
concept; set a new, post-human backdrop of a traumatic 
past. Through this lens I aim to propose a rewilded 
landscape and architecture of the Zoo, that legally invites 
local fauna back into its bounds. 

To make rewilding possible, the first design step includes 
challenging the legislative framework (the BALAI Directive 
in particular) that currently defines and restricts the 
import of animals into Zoos - closed communities that 
operate on the principle of fencing off and staying away 
from local wildlife. Instead of an oppressed environment, 
the Zoo would become a space where people are invited 
to explore within certain limits, assist in maintenance, and 
participate as volunteers in animal caretaking. This 
hands-on involvement would foster empathy and 
awareness, as inspired by the experiences of Zoo 
workers. 

A second layer of the project includes a rewilding strategy 
that could help to guide the process. Lastly, the design of 
the boundary between the city and the newly rewilded 
landscape, as well as reusing existing structures along it, 
becomes the architectural part of the assignment. 
Whether it includes viewpoints for people, it should allow 
passage of water and non-human species native to the 
Vistula Valley, connecting the outside to the inside and 
facilitating interaction. And, when possible with the use of 
the right materials, it should be teeming with life, 
providing a home for all kinds of small plants and critters. 

Process 

Method description  



Research 

Intellectual Territory: The intellectual exploration delved into the evolution of 
human-animal relationships throughout history. It also examined the global history 
of Zoological Gardens, their roles, and the legal frameworks regulating their 
operations. This provided a foundation for understanding the underlying principles 
and historical context of Zoos. 

Physical Territory: The physical research focused on the context of Warsaw, 
particularly its reconstruction after World War II and how this shaped the city’s 
landscape. Additionally, it provided insights into the history of the Metropolitan 
Zoological Garden of Warsaw, analyzing its sectors of activity and existing 
architectural features. 

In later stages, I conducted thorough in-person research at the Warsaw Zoo, which 
involved documenting the site through photography and drawing, as well as 
numerous interviews with Zoo workers. The insights from these conversations 
helped me formulate a position towards what a Zoological Garden should be and 
develop a brief for the design project at P1. 

An integral aspect of the project involves transparent and open sharing and 
cataloging of gathered information. In line with these principles, I started developing 
a website capable of storing and disseminating topic-related curiosities in an 
accessible manner, fostering inspiration among individuals interested in similar 
themes (caretaker-catalogue.com). 

Design 

Model Making: Model making is a crucial medium for developing the project. So 
far, I’ve created a 1:1000 model of the Warsaw Zoo, which provided a 
comprehensive understanding of the site’s topography, and a 1:200 model of one of 
the enclosures I aim to reuse. Later on, I imagine making models at the scales of 
interior, facade and detail fragments. 

Summer Plans: During the summer, I plan to inventory the architectures I’d like to 
adapt, both for my project’s needs and for the Zoo archive, as some heritage 
structures are up for demolition in the near future. Additionally, I plan to engage 
directly with rewilding concepts by constructing a test planter to replicate the soil 
conditions in the Warsaw Zoo. 

Second Semester Approach: In the second semester, I will adopt a methodical 
process of making, drawing, testing, and iterative design trials to develop a series of 
architectural interventions within the proposed rewilding strategy. These proposals 
will gradually evolve into a definitive, detailed design by P4. Continuous research 
into rewilding processes will guide the project’s feasibility.

http://caretaker-catalogue.com
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Rewilding Practices: 
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Reflection

The Independent Group allows for the individual development of topics of cultural 
and architectural relevance. My project strongly relates to the reuse of existing 
heritage and the contemporary debate of ruins in architecture. Moreover, it 
questions post-colonial norms and situates itself within the larger rewilding debate, 
which advocates for a more harmonious relationship to our natural environment.

https://www.dukeupress.edu/staying-with-the-trouble
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5749/j.ctt1qft070
https://www.naibooksellers.nl/architektur-im-zoo.html
https://san-serriffe.com/product/zoo-index-reader/
https://sklep.muzeumwarszawy.pl/pl/p/Zgruzowstanie.-Przeszlosc-i-przyszlosc-ruin-w-architekturze/2432
https://czytam.pl/ludzie-i-zwierzeta-zabinska-antonina-618935
https://www.bloomsbury.com/uk/book-of-wilding-9781526659309/
https://www.half.earth
https://www.amazon.com/Ecology-Walls-Arnold-Darlington/dp/0435602233
https://ideas.repec.org/p/zbw/glodps/330pre.html
https://www.wwmarchitects.co.uk/projects/astley
https://www.vai.be/en/publications/gevonden-architectuur-experimenten-in-conservatie

