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How did De Ploeg experience Groningen?
Provoking emotions through intensification of experience 



Site opportunities



Site intensification

Intensification toolbox



Site plan



Introducing color, sound, smell and texture



Impression of intensified central garden



Axonometric projection
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Walfriduskerk, Bedum1

This Romanesque-Gothic church 
from the 13th century is famous 
for its leaning tower, which is 
even more crooked than the 
Tower of Pisa. The church forms 
a historic centrepiece for the 
village of Bedum and offers an 
exceptional view of the Groningen 
wierden landscape. 

Petruskerk, Pieterburen2

This characteristic 14th-century 
village church stands on a 
mound. It is known as the starting 
point of the Pieterpad walking 
route. The church also reflects 
the long history of settlement and 
religion in the northern coastal 
region. 

Openluchtmuseum Het 
Hoogeland, Warffum

8

Museum village with historic 
buildings from Groningen. 
Provides an insight into how 
people lived and worked in the 
Hogeland region in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Shows how 
the landscape determined the 
way of life in the Hogeland by 
highlighting crafts, agriculture and 
social relations. 

Fishing village, 
Zoutkamp

6

An authentic fishing village with a 
historic harbour on the Reitdiep. 
Zoutkamp tells the story of 
fishing, shipping and life on the 
water, where the sea and the 
inland meet. The characteristic 
warehouses are a reminder of 
this history. 

Observationtower, 
Warfhuizen

10

This observation tower offers a 
panoramic view of the open 
mound landscape. It is an ideal 
place to experience the 
spaciousness of North Groningen 
and the interplay of land, water 
and sky. 

Museum Verhildersum 
Estate, Leens

5

Historic landscape, with manor 
house, farm and museum. 
Provides an insight into 
aristocratic life and daily existence 
in the Groningen countryside 
through the centuries. The 
museum displays historic interiors, 
art and utensils. 

Menkemaborg, 
Uithuizen9

A beautiful 18th-century manor 
house with formal gardens. This 
manor house shows how the 
Groningen elite lived, surrounded 
by art, architecture and landscape. 
The manor house now functions 
as a museum and offers a glimpse 
into aristocratic life in North 
Groningen. 

Wadden Sea World Heritage 
Centre (WEC), Lauwersoog7

This interactive visitor centre is 
dedicated to the Wadden Sea 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Discover the dynamics of the 
tides, birds, marine life and the 
relationship between humans and 
nature through interactive 
exhibitions about this dynamic 
and vulnerable nature reserve. 
The centre offers a unique 
opportunity to see a seal up close. 

Art centre ‘De Ploeg’, 
Wehe - Den Hoorn

4

This art centre is dedicated to the 
artists' collective “De Ploeg”, from 
the early 20th century. The artists 
were inspired by the Groningen 
landscape and everyday life. The 
centre also connects modern art 
with the unique landscape of 
North Groningen. 

Museum Wierdenland, 
Ezinge

3

This museum shows life on 
mounds, which are artificial hills 
that offered protection from the 
sea. Ezinge is one of the 
best-researched mounds in the 
Netherlands. Archaeology, 
landscape, and cultural history 
come together here. 

Bird-eye view 2 | Marenland Recreatie Bird-eye view 3 | The historical centerBird-eye view 1 | The Windmills

Your Journey 
starts in 
Winsum!
Your journey starts in Winsum!: Winsum is 
the place to discover Unesco Lauwers-
meer, party city Groningen and its variety 
in heritage landscape in just a few days. It 
is just the place to be to discover the 
North!
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Village intensification concept

Art as diverse programmatic impulse Central village square encouraging social interaction



Ground floor



First floor



Organisational diagram





WinterAutumn Spring Summer

History & Culture toursLandscape toursExhibitions & LecturesWorkshops & Courses

Local & long term tourism Dynamic & Short term 
tourism

Interior and exterior space for year-round activation



Climate diagram

Winter Summer



Flexible in-between spaces



Incorporating water and landscape into the building



Experiencing the layers of activation through circulation

Statement staircase passing by the different activations
  and ending in panoramic view 



Section



Circulation



Modularity and flexibility

Fragments of village buildings



Elevations

North elevation

South elevation



Structure



East elevation



Facade detail



Facade detail



Continuous materiality

Connection between wall and roof of a fragment



Hidden structure and services

Connection between two fragments



Hidden structure and services

Connection between fragment and curtain wall 



Hidden structure and services

Connection between fragment and roof




